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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 25 November 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 25 November can be found on 14. 
 
Portfolio questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 25 November are 
included at page 13. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 25 November) 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when its estimates on the impact of COVID-19 on fuel poverty rates will 
be reviewed and updated. 
 

S5W-33290 
 

Kevin Stewart: We have no plans to update the experimental analysis of the impact 
of COVID-19 on Fuel Poverty Rates, which we published in September. The report 
provided estimates of the likely effects on fuel poverty rates under a wide range of 
scenarios. These considered the impact of varying levels of unemployment, while also 
taking account of the rate of furlough and modelled assumptions about the likely 
effects of factors such as the increased prevalence of home working on household 
heating and energy costs. The scenarios presented in the report are still considered 
to be valid and we believe they continue to cover comprehensively the range of 
possible impacts on fuel poverty rates arising from the COVID-19 outbreak.  
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what additional support it is making available to students 
who would normally sustain their time away from home by undertaking part-time work 
in bars, shops and restaurants but who are unable to do so due to closures caused by 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-33205 
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Richard Lochhead: I recognise that this has been and continues to be an extremely 
difficult time for students, particularly for those who would normally have taken up 
employment opportunities during their studies. 
 
Eligible students in Further and Higher Education have continued to access bursary, 
grant and loan payments throughout the pandemic. 
 
In addition to that, the Scottish Government provided emergency funding earlier this 
year of £5 million to support students impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. We also 
provided early access to £11.4 million of Higher Education Discretionary Funds to 
support students over the summer period and into this academic year. £2M was 
brought forward for Further Education students at college by the Scottish Funding 
Council. 
 
I also announced a Digital Inclusion Fund of £5 million to support access to digital 
equipment and tackle digital poverty. 
 
Finally, the First Minister announced £1.32 million of additional funding to help 
students deal with the mental health impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
If students are facing financial hardship due to the reduced employment opportunities 
as a result of Covid-19, they should continue to apply for discretionary fund support 
from their college or university. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many adults are known to have contracted COVID-19 
through playing organised sport, such as football, since the start of the pandemic. 
 

S5W-33083 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Contacts are traced from information collected and made available 
to Test and Protect by Incident Management Teams. This allows Test and Protect to 
contact those who may have been exposed to the virus in a particular setting, and 
request them to take appropriate steps to prevent potential onward spread. 
 
Public Health Scotland has produced a table of settings and events that index cases 
have attended over the previous 7 days. This is based on interviews conducted with 
cases identified in the Case Management System and involves cases recalling where 
they have been in the 7 days prior to symptom onset (or date of test if asymptomatic). 
 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/ 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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However, Public Health Scotland cannot infer from the figures whether a specific 
setting or an event indicates where the COVID-19 transmission took place. This is 
because cases may have attended multiple settings or events within a short space of 
time, some of which may be low risk settings and events where it is highly improbable 
that transmission took place. In addition, it is possible that even though a case visited 
a few settings and events, transmission may have taken place within their home 
setting. 
 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that NHS 
Scotland doctors are being equipped with "repurposed bin bags" in the place of PPE. 
 

S5W-33185 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is aware of reports which alleged that bin 
liners were being repurposed to make PPE aprons. On the same day that these reports 
emerged on social media, officials in NHS National Services Scotland (NSS) checked 
and confirmed that these were not bin bags and are in fact PPE. Specifically, these 
are ‘smock style aprons’ that had unfortunately been mislabelled as white tint 
polythene bags. 
 
NSS procure a range of aprons that vary in style and design and it may have been the 
first instance of the practices in question receiving this style of apron. These smock 
style aprons fully comply with all regulations and have passed rigorous quality 
assurance.  
 
This is a rare instance of mislabelling and NSS worked with supply partners to remedy 
the problem as swiftly as possible. Additionally, NSS have said to health boards that 
if any staff would prefer to have a different style of apron, then a replacement request 
can be raised through their local board supplies team and an alternative will be 
provided.  
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to statement by the First Minister on 10 November 2020 (Official 
Report, c.10), whether it will confirm how many freezers capable of reaching a 
temperature of -80 degrees have been (a) purchased or hired and (b) ordered, also 
broken down by how many potential COVID-19 vaccine doses these will be able to 
store. 
 

S5W-33147 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when all care home residents 
will be eligible for vitamin D supplements, and when it anticipates it will be able to 
provide all care home residents with these. 
 

S5W-33154 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) hospital and (b) ICU admissions there have been for 
people presenting with symptoms of COVID-19 who have not tested positive for the 
virus. 
 

S5W-33161 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether consideration it has given to distinguishing between the number 
of fatalities registered where COVID-19 was mentioned on the death certificate and 
the number where it was (a) found to be the only cause of death and (b) determined 
that the deceased person had at least one underlying health condition. 
 

S5W-33162 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of the maximum current threshold value of polymerase 
chain reaction tests for COVID-19 undergo a viral culture performance for diagnosis 
of viral infections. 
 

S5W-33165 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of international evidence linking vitamin D deficiency to COVID-
19 severity, what studies it (a) has undertaken and (b) is undertaking to monitor the 
effect of vitamin D levels on COVID-19 severity. 
 

S5W-33173 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what studies it (a) has undertaken and (b) is undertaking on vitamin D 
blood levels. 
 

S5W-33175 
Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information has been provided by the COVID-19 Test and 
Protect system regarding the reported rise in positive cases and test positivity in 
Inverclyde. 
 

S5W-33179 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the COVID-19 Test and Protect system has indicated 
hotspots or types of settings that people in Inverclyde have visited prior to testing 
positive for the virus. 
 

S5W-33180 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to recruit retired (a) nurses, (b) doctors and (c) 
other NHS workers to help with the forthcoming COVID-19 vaccination delivery 
programme. 
 

S5W-33187 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that positive COVID-19 test results reach relevant health 
professionals, such as general practitioners, promptly. 
 

S5W-33189 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that positive COVID-19 test results reach contact-tracing 
teams immediately. 
 

S5W-33190 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with NHS boards regarding 
providing vitamin D supplements for all care home residents. 
 

S5W-33085 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on whether to prescribe vitamin D for people in care homes 
are made on an individual basis taking account of residents’ needs and any 
contraindications with other medication that care home residents are taking . Where 
individuals are likely to benefit, it is recommended vitamin D should be prescribed. 
 
The Scottish Government will work with stakeholders including NHS Boards, 
professional bodies and care home providers along with the UK Government and 
devolved administrations to consider and review emerging evidence for care home 
residents and guidance will be developed as appropriate. 
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the policy in New Zealand to provide vitamin D 
supplements for all care home residents, what assessment it has made of the impact 
of this practice on that country's rate of deaths in care homes due to COVID-19, and 
whether it plans to introduce the same policy in Scotland. 
 

S5W-33087 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on whether to prescribe vitamin D for people in care homes 
will be made on an individual basis taking account of residents’ needs and any 
contraindications with other medication that care home residents are taking. Where 
individuals are likely to benefit, it is recommended vitamin D should be prescribed. 
 
We note the position being currently taken in New Zealand and the recent studies from 
France, Japan and Sweden in relation to vitamin D and care homes. In June, the UK 
Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN) and the National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence (NICE), published the outcome of their reviews on vitamin D and 
COVID-19. Both found that the evidence at that time did not support the contention 
that vitamin D supplementation could improve COVID-19 outcomes. 
 
SACN concluded that evidence at that time did not support vitamin D supplementation 
to prevent acute respiratory tract infection in the general UK population. Its review 
reiterated the importance of vitamin D for bone and muscle health. SACN’s statement 
is at: https://app.box.com/s/g0ldpth1upfd7fw763ew3aqa3c0pyvky. 
 
NICE conducted a rapid evidence summary on vitamin D in the context of COVID-19 
which concluded that there was no evidence at that time to support taking vitamin D 
supplements to specifically prevent or treat COVID-19. NICE also reiterated that 
people should continue to follow advice on daily vitamin D supplementation to maintain 
bone and muscle health. The summary of NICE’s review is at: 
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28/chapter/Key-messages 
 
We are aware that evidence around vitamin D is constantly evolving and we will 
continue to look to SACN for advice as that evidence develops. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government will work with stakeholders including NHS 
Boards, professional bodies and care home providers along with the UK Government 
and devolved administrations to consider and review emerging evidence for care 
home residents and guidance will be developed as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.box.com/s/g0ldpth1upfd7fw763ew3aqa3c0pyvky
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28/chapter/Key-messages
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the recent study in France that 
states that vitamin D supplementation can reduce mortality by 89% for care home 
residents with COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33088 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33087 on 25 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of data from Japan and Sweden 
that reportedly suggests there is a link between vitamin D deficiency and higher 
mortality and respiratory infection rates in care homes. 
 

S5W-33089 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33087 on 25 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason (a) people shielding are and (b) care home 
residents are not being provided with free vitamin D supplements. 
 

S5W-33090 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-32641 on 6 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-32753 by Joe FitzPatrick on 10 November 2020, 
whether it will answer the question asked regarding for what reason dental patients 
are reportedly unable to receive some treatments on the NHS due to COVID-19 
restrictions but are able to get the same treatment if they pay for it privately; whether 
it is aware of this issue being widely reported; if so, for what reason patients have been 
told this, and what action (a) patients can take in such circumstances and (b) it has 
taken to ensure that dental practices cannot take this position with their patients. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-33153 

 
Joe FitzPatrick: From 1 November dentists were advised that the full range of 
treatments could be provided to NHS patients. Due to the on-going need to maintain 
physical distancing to protect practitioner, patient and public health this development 
does not signal a return to pro-COVID-19 levels of activity. 
 
We have taken a cautious, phased approach to remobilisation reflecting concerns at 
the start of the pandemic about the potential for virus transmission within the dental 
setting in relation to the use of aerosol generating procedures (AGPs). In a letter to 
private healthcare providers on 1 June the National Clinical Director and the Chief 
Dental Officer highlighted the importance of the entire independent healthcare sector, 
including independent dentists, following the spirit of the route map and supporting key 
public health messages. The Scottish Government has issued identical guidance to 
all dentists in order to protect patients and staff. 
 
If a NHS patient has been offered or provided with private dental treatment then their 
dentist must be able to confirm that all available and appropriate NHS alternative 
treatments have been discussed with the patient and informed consent obtained. A 
patient can contact their NHS Board who have responsibility for NHS dental services 
in their area for further information or advice. Contact details are available on NHS 
Inform or NHS Board websites. 
 

 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what communication it has had 
with care homes in anticipation of offering vitamin D supplements to all care home 
residents. 
 

S5W-33155 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Current advice for all age groups on the use on vitamin D is available 
at: www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups. 
 
The Scottish Government will work with stakeholders along with the UK Government 
and devolved administrations to consider and review emerging evidence for care 
home residents but decisions on whether to prescribe vitamin D for people in care 
homes are made on an individual basis. Clinical advice has been sought and we have 
asked the Clinical and Professional Advisory Group for Care Homes to consider this 
matter. Guidance will be developed and issued to care homes as appropriate. 

 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of international evidence linking vitamin D deficiency to COVID-

http://www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups
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19 severity, whether it will fund the provision of vitamin D supplements for all people 
in Scotland. 
 

S5W-33174 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has no plans to fund universal 
supplementation of vitamin D. 
 
In June this year, the UK Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN) and the 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE), published the outcome of 
their reviews on vitamin D and COVID-19. Both found that the evidence at that time 
did not support the contention that vitamin D supplementation could improve COVID-
19 outcomes. 
 
SACN concluded that evidence at that time did not support vitamin D supplementation 
to prevent acute respiratory tract infection in the general UK population. Its review 
reiterated the importance of vitamin D for bone and muscle health. SACN’s statement 
is at: https://app.box.com/s/g0ldpth1upfd7fw763ew3aqa3c0pyvky 
 
NICE conducted a rapid evidence summary on vitamin D in the context of COVID-19 
which concluded that there was no evidence at that time to support taking vitamin D 
supplements to specifically prevent or treat COVID-19. NICE also reiterated that 
people should continue to follow advice on daily vitamin D supplementation to maintain 
bone and muscle health. The summary of NICE’s review is at: 
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28/chapter/Key-messages 
 
We are aware that evidence around vitamin D is constantly evolving and we will 
continue to look to SACN for advice as that evidence develops. 
 
Everyone should consider taking a daily 10 microgram supplement of vitamin D to 
protect bone and muscle health, particularly during the winter months. It is specifically 
recommended that groups at higher risk of vitamin D deficiency take a daily 
supplement all year round. This includes pregnant and breastfeeding women, infants 
and children under 5, people who have low or no exposure to the sun, and people 
from minority ethnic groups with dark skin who require more sun exposure to make as 
much vitamin D. 
 
Current advice on vitamin D is available at: www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-
advice-for-all-age-groups 
 
Everyone on the shielding list has been offered a free four month supply of vitamin D 
from December 2020. Information outlining how to receive this offer has been sent to 
all those on the shielding list. Advice on the importance of vitamin D supplements has 
also been provided to those on the shielding list through Scottish Government 
websites and information updates attached to letters from the Chief Medical Officer. 

 

https://app.box.com/s/g0ldpth1upfd7fw763ew3aqa3c0pyvky
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28/chapter/Key-messages
http://www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups
http://www.gov.scot/publications/vitamin-d-advice-for-all-age-groups
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Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many doses of vitamin D 
supplements the NHS has, and how it anticipates this supply will be used throughout 
the winter months. 
 

S5W-33156 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: Information on the number of doses of vitamin D supplements held 
by the NHS is not held centrally by the Scottish Government. It may be available upon 
request from individual health boards. 

 
 

Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made 
of the recent Académie Nationale de Médicine study in France, which states that 
vitamin D is effective in tackling illnesses that can affect the respiratory system, such 
as COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33157 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government is guided by the consensus of scientific 
evidence as presented to all UK nations by the Scientific Advisory Committee on 
Nutrition (SACN). 
 
We note the study in France. SACN and the National Institute for Health and Care 
Excellence (NICE) published the outcome of reviews on vitamin D and COVID-19 in 
June this year. Both found no compelling evidence to suggest vitamin D can improve 
COVID-19 outcomes, or that vitamin D supplementation can prevent acute respiratory 
tract infection in the general UK population. SACN’s statement is at: 
 
https://app.box.com/s/g0ldpth1upfd7fw763ew3aqa3c0pyvky 
 
The summary of NICE’s review is at: 
 
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28/chapter/Key-messages 
 
We will continue to be guided by SACN as the evidence base on vitamin D develops. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.box.com/s/g0ldpth1upfd7fw763ew3aqa3c0pyvky
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es28/chapter/Key-messages
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what conditions have been given to local authorities regarding the 
minimum length of time Spaces for People temporary measures must be kept in place 
before being evaluated or removed. 
 

S5W-33167 
 

Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government introduced the Spaces for People 
programme with the key aim to protect public health during the Covid-19 emergency.  
 
Local schemes are the responsibility of individual local authorities. It is therefore for 
local authorities to determine the length of time Spaces for People measures should 
remain in place, and when it is appropriate to undertake evaluation. 
 
The Scottish Government has issued Coronavirus (COVID-19):Guidance on 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders and Notices. This document highlights that 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders enable Spaces for People measures to be in 
place for a maximum period of 18 months. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent discussions it has had with CalMac Ferries Ltd on measures 
to track and trace (a) passengers and (b) employees during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33191 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional funding it has provided to (a) CalMac Ferries Ltd and (b) 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and what 
impact this has had on the current contract for Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services. 
 

S5W-33193 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Portfolio questions relating to COVID-19 on 25 November 2020 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture  

1. Liz Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what measures are being put in place 

to support youth theatre during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04777) 

4. Gordon Lindhurst: To ask the Scottish Government what further financial 

support it is considering making available to the arts, culture and tourism sectors as 

a result of COVID-19. (S5O-04780) 

6. Gillian Martin: To ask the Scottish Government how it will address the impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic on women's businesses and employment. (S5O-04782) 

7. Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what support is available for 

businesses impacted by the COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04783) 

8. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving to 

small and medium-sized businesses facing difficulty as a result of the pandemic. 

(S5O-04784) 

Education and Skills 

1. Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to provide 

weekly COVID-19 tests for teachers. (S5O-04785) 

3. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure that staff 

and pupils are safe in schools. (S5O-04787) 

4. Stewart Stevenson: To ask the Scottish Government what financial and mental 

health support has been made available to students in further and higher 

education who have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. (S5O-04788) 

6. Edward Mountain: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 

funding level 2 of SVQ training for social care workers, given their role during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04790) 

 
 
 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04777
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04780
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04782
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04783
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04784
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04785
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04787
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04788
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04790
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12966&i=117197
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Written questions lodged on 25 November 2020 

S5W-33516 Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what progress has 
been made with the mutual aid arrangement between NHS Forth Valley and NHS 
Lanarkshire regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, and what impact this arrangement 
has had on its decisions relating to the COVID-19 Strategic Framework restriction 
levels for each local authority within the NHS boards' areas. 
S5W-33519 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32165 by Michael Matheson on 20 October 2020, whether a decision 
has been made on the development of Hillend junction, and, if not, when a decision 
is expected to be made. 
S5W-33520 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32413 by Michael Matheson on 29 October 2020, what issues have 
been raised in correspondence regarding the Spaces for People initiative. 
S5W-33525 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
asked its advisory group on COVID-19 to publish the full minutes of its meetings.  
S5W-33528 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS (a) 
doctors and (b) nursing staff have been tested for COVID-19 in each week since 
weekly testing was introduced, also broken down by (i) hospital and (ii) NHS board. 
S5W-33529 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason NHS 
staff working with COVID-19-positive patients at the Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital in Glasgow are reportedly not being routinely tested. 
S5W-33530 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether self-catering 
premises in local authority areas subject to Level (a) 1, (b) 2 and (c) 3 restrictions, 
whose businesses are directly affected by the impact of travel restrictions, are 
eligible to receive a COVID-19 business restrictions grant. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33516
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33519
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33520
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33525
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33528
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33529
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33530
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

