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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 2 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 2 December 2020 can be found on page 29. 
 
Portfolio questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 2 December are 
included at page 28. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 2 December) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration has been given to permitting faith groups to 
sing indoors while wearing face coverings, particularly those based in areas living 
under level 1 of the COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-33296 

Aileen Campbell: I recognise how difficult it has been for Scotland’s faith 
communities to be unable to come together and sing within their places of worship 
and understand the important role that singing has in congregational worship and 
supporting spiritual wellbeing. We do not want restrictions to last any longer than is 
necessary but must ensure that people who enter places of worship to undertake 
congregational activities will be safe. 
 
Unfortunately we are currently advising that indoor congregational singing is avoided 
in all places of worship at all of the levels (0 – 4) specified in the Strategic 
Framework and irrespective of whether face masks are worn. This is because 
scientific studies indicate that singing is likely to generate a particular transmission 
risk, and there is an absence of evidence for the efficacy of face masks in 
suppressing this additional risk. The Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies 
(SAGE) report recommends that further research of the risk of transmission from 
singing and playing wind instruments is needed. 
 
In certain circumstances, it may be possible for professional singers to sing indoors, 
in places of worship located in local authorities with protection levels 0 & 1, provided 
additional mitigations and safeguards are in place in accordance with performing arts 
guidance. 
 
Where it is essential to an act of worship for an individual to sing or chant indoors, 
one individual (non-professional) may sing or chant behind a plexiglass screen 
without the need for a face covering to be worn. Any screen used should be cleaned 
regularly and extended physical distancing should be considered. 
 
Officials in Scottish Government’s Connected Communities Division work closely 
with faith group representatives from across Scotland on the provision of appropriate 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-the-performing-arts-and-venues-sector/pages/overview/
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guidance on restrictions necessary for safe worship and the scope for removing or 
alleviating such restrictions as soon as possible. 
 
In the meantime, we appreciate your understanding and compliance with ongoing 
restrictions, which are vital to stay safe, protect others and save lives. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government under 
what circumstances door-to-door sales will be permitted under Level 4 COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-33404  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Any retail business with a shop or store which has been required to 
close due to level four restrictions is not able to sell goods door-to-door. A retailer 
that does not operate from a shop or store can sell items door-to-door provided the 
transaction takes place outside the customer’s house. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the travel exemptions regarding education only 
apply to schools, universities and colleges, or whether other forms of training 
courses are included. 
 

S5W-33403  
 
Jamie Hepburn: There is an exception to the travel restrictions for work purposes, 
and also for accessing, providing or receiving education or training. This means 
education or training both in formal education establishments and elsewhere. The 
Scottish Government recognises the need for people to undertake essential travel 
for the purposes of training (both work-related and other training) where this cannot 
be undertaken at home. When local authority areas have entered into protection 
levels 3 or 4, we would ask that online approaches are considered in the first 
instance when providing services or training. We would urge anyone who is required 
to travel for essential purposes to take all necessary precautions and avoid car 
sharing where possible. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what time on 11 December 2020 non-essential shops and other closed businesses 
in areas subject to Level 4 COVID-19 restrictions will be permitted to reopen. 
 

S5W-33405  
 
Jamie Hepburn: Non-essential retail and other businesses currently closed 
following the implementation of the level 4 restrictions can reopen at 6pm on Friday 
11 December. Businesses that reopen must do so in line with the mitigations for the 
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level that their Local Authority moves into, outlined in Scotland's Strategic 
Framework and in the relevant guidance. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many (a) pupils and (b) teachers have contracted 
COVID-19 in schools in each month since August 2020. 
 

S5W-33512 

John Swinney: We do not hold information on pupils and teachers who have 
contracted Covid-19 in schools. 
 
Information on the number and percentage of positive cases among people who 
report working in education/childcare, by week, is reported in the PHS weekly 
statistical report - https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-
health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/ (see table 9).  
 
Information on the number of positive cases among children of educational age, by 
week is reported here: https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-
data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-
2020/dashboard/ (see ‘trend charts’ and select ‘cases and testing among children 
and young people’). 
 
Information on the number of pupils who have been identified as Covid-19 cases in 
Term 1, by week can be found here: 
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-
pupils-in-scotland/ 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice and support is available to teachers and education staff 
about pregnancy in the workplace and COVID-19, and what assessment it has made 
of the consistency of (a) its and (b) local authority policies for them on homeworking, 
 

S5W-33361  
 
John Swinney: Safety of staff in schools is paramount. Teachers are entitled to feel 
safe at work and we expect schools and local authorities to make sure appropriate 
arrangements are in place for them. 
 
Our latest guidance on reducing coronavirus (COVID-19) risks in schools, published 
on 30th October, says schools and local authorities should follow the Royal College 
of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists advice to try to keep the risk of exposure as low 
as is practically possible to pregnant women, particularly in the third trimester. 
Normal pregnancy risk assessments should also be undertaken, and appropriate 
attention paid to mental health and wellbeing. 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/25-november-2020/dashboard/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/downloads/covid-19-infections-among-school-pupils-in-scotland/
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We are working with local authorities to keep implementation of the guidance under 
review, and where there is a need to take further action, we will work with staff, trade 
unions and local authorities to do so. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-26737 by John 
Swinney on 10 January 2020, whether it will provide an update on the review of the 
home education guidance. 
 

S5W-33331  
 
John Swinney: As set out in my letter to the Public Petitions Committee on 18 
September 2020, my officials have been actively engaging with a range of 
stakeholders with a view to consulting on new draft guidance. This is a continuation 
of the work started in 2019, now taking into account any updates we need to 
consider regarding the impact of COVID-19 and the increased interest in Home 
Education. 
 
These revisions will update the guidance to reflect changes to the education policy 
and legislation over the last decade. Final timescales are still to be set. However, I 
will ensure that the consultation on new draft Home Education Guidance is shared 
with the Committee and yourself as soon as it is published. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason there appears to be a distinction in its 
COVID-19 guidance regarding the use of buses to transport children to schools and 
nurseries. 
 

S5W-33344  
 
John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether specific guidance will be published for students from 
Scotland who are studying abroad and looking to return home for Christmas and, if 
so, by what date this will be published. 
 

S5W-33378  
 
Richard Lochhead: Students studying abroad who are returning to Scotland should 
do so in line with our guidance for residents or visitors travelling to the UK. Those 
travelling from a country not exempt from quarantine requirements must complete a 
passenger locator form and self-isolate for 14 days. Students and staff who are 
travelling to and from Scotland should check the Scottish Government website for 
the latest advice. Our guidance sets out the support available to help people self-
isolate. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what plans it has for the continued use of the Protect Scotland app after the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33399  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has no plans to continue using Protect 
Scotland beyond the current pandemic. Protect Scotland relies on the Google/Apple' 
Exposure Notification System (ENS) to work. Access to this ENS technology has 
only been granted for use during the Covid-19 pandemic and will be disabled on a 
regional basis when it is no longer needed. 
 
As part of the Digital response to the pandemic we will publish a refreshed Digital 
Health & Care Strategy in 2021. This will build on some of the progress and learning 
we have seen this year, including on the use of Protect Scotland. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients have been treated at the NHS Louisa Jordan for 
COVID-19-related illness, also broken down by the number treated (a) during the 
first and (b) since the start of the second wave. 
 

S5W-33369  
 
Jeane Freeman: The NHS Louisa Jordan was established to help ensure NHS 
Scotland had extra capacity to treat patients during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
stood ready to do so since 20 April 2020. Building the NHS Louisa Jordan was a 
precautionary action and I was always clear that I hoped it would never be needed to 
treat a COVID patient. The NHS Louisa Jordan has not been required to treat 
COVID-19 patients because of efforts made to suppress the virus. If required, the 
hospital continues to remain ready to accept COVID-19 patients at a few days’ 
notice. 
 
 
Edward Mountain (Highland and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, regarding the further funding to support 
additional COVID-19 spending across health and social care services, how much (a) 
has already been transferred and (b) will be made available in the current financial 
year to each NHS board; how many tranches of payments this will include; on what 
dates each tranche of payments will be delivered, and whether the additional funding 
is limited to COVID-19 spending activities, or can be used to cover additional costs 
where savings were unable to be made as a result of the pandemic’s impact. 
 

S5W-33353  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has confirmed additional funding of £1.1 
billion to support the health and social care sector in its response to the COVID-19 
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pandemic. This funding announcement provides support for the additional costs 
reported by Boards in responding to COVID-19, including additional staffing and 
equipment costs included in Local Mobilisation Plans. 
 
It is for individual Boards and Integration Authorities to determine how best to use 
these resources to recognise local pressures and priorities. Detail on funding for 
each NHS Board area is set out in response to question S5W-32107 on 29 
September 2020. 
 
Further funding will be made available in the coming months to ensure that our 
frontline services continue to have the funding that they require. This will include 
provision of support for additional costs where savings were unable to be made as a 
consequence of the pandemic. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people have accessed virtual pulmonary rehabilitation since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33313  
 
Jeane Freeman: This information is not held by the Scottish Government or Public 
Health Scotland. It may be available on request from individual health boards. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide a time limit for the level 4 restrictions to be in place for non-
retail businesses to allow for effective planning. 
 

S5W-33307  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Level 4 restrictions currently in place in the eleven Local 
Authorities will remain in force until 18:00 on 11 December 2020. This information 
has also been made available on the Scottish Government’s website. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to ensure that (a) midwives, (b) health visitors and (c) 
other professionals can continue to support new parents and babies during the 
second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33303  
 
Jeane Freeman: From the outset of the pandemic maternity and neonatal care has 
been recognised as an essential acute, integrated and community service, providing 
both scheduled and unscheduled care. Midwives, obstetricians and the wider 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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maternity and neonatal workforce have continued to provide care for pregnant 
women, babies and families throughout the pandemic. 
 
To support professionals, the Scottish Government issued guidance to Health 
Boards and Social Care Partnerships for delivery of Maternity, Neonatal and Health 
Visiting Services throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, which set out the minimum 
standard of care expected, relevant to the local protection level, and to maintain 
services for women and families. 
 
From the outset of the pandemic we have provided clear, evidence based 
information for pregnant women and new parents both online in Ready Steady Baby, 
via Parent Club, and through information leaflets. In addition we have delivered a 
free-to-access online antenatal education package, and pushed forward a new home 
monitoring initiative and rapidly up scaled the of use of ‘Near Me’ technology in 
maternity and newborn services, all of which have enabled care to be delivered as 
close to home as possible and minimised the need for hospital attendance. We have 
also ensured continued provision of high quality infant feeding support to new mums. 
 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking to upscale and make more readily available bereavement 
support of all types, both formal and informal, to people who are grieving (a) during 
and (b) after the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

S5W-31999  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government wants people to get the bereavement 
care and support that is right for them. 
 
It is important to reflect that each individual's experience of bereavement is unique 
as are their support requirements. That is why we have undertaken a broad 
spectrum of work to improve the support available for those who need it at this 
difficult time. Recent examples include: 
• At the outset of the pandemic, the Scottish Government provided funding to 
Cruse Bereavement Care Scotland to accelerate the expansion of their remote 
bereavement support service to ensure this service offering was available across 
Scotland. Further funding of £20,000 was provided to Cruse in October 2020 to help 
ensure that the service was ready for any increase in demand over the winter. 
• We have built on our work to support young people and families access 
bereavement care by appointing a childhood bereavement coordinator. This work 
includes the development of plans to improve support for young people and families 
across Scotland, and will also reflect on our experiences during the pandemic to 
enhance this work programme further. 
• People experiencing more complex grief can sometimes benefit from 
additional mental health support. In November 2020, the Scottish Government 
announced that funding of up to £30m would be made available for community 
mental health and wellbeing services in 2021-2022. This includes £11.25m for local 
authorities to provide community mental health and wellbeing services for 5-24 year 
olds, their families and carers, who may have been impacted by the pandemic. 
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We will also continue to work closely with NHS Boards, Integration Authorities and 
third sector organisations to respond to the additional demands arising from the 
pandemic and provide support where needed. 
 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to reports by trade union representatives and hospital staff in the 
NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde area that (a) surgical Type 2 face masks and (b) 
Type 11R masks have been issued, despite evidence having been published, which 
is understood to indicate that these do not offer protection to the wearer. 
 

S5W-32733  
 
Jeane Freeman: In Scotland, we use Fluid Resistant Surgical Masks (FRSM), also 
known as Type IIR masks, which are different from Type II masks in that they are 
fluid resistant and therefore provide protection for the staff member as well as 98% 
source control. Their use is endorsed by the Health and Safety Executive. 
 
Staff are protected should they be caring for someone who is infectious but not 
wearing a mask and they are also protecting the person they are caring for if they 
themselves are infected either pre or asymptomatically. 
 
Scottish Government face mask guidance is consistent with WHO advice and we are 
not aware of credible published evidence which indicates that FRSMs do not offer 
protection to the wearer. 
 
We are the only nation in the UK who have taken the approach in using FRSMs as 
part of the extended facemask use guidance for health and social care staff. 
 
The Scottish Government holds a regular forum with a range of stakeholders, 
including staff side representation, which provides an opportunity for any issues with 
regard to PPE to be raised. In addition we also respond directly to correspondence 
received from both individuals and organisations. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the statistical risk is of a care home resident (a) contracting and (b) dying from 
COVID-19 as a result of someone who has tested positive for the virus being 
discharged into their care home, and how this compares with the equivalent risks 
from a person (i) having an alcoholic drink in a pub, (ii) having an alcoholic drink with 
a starter meal in a restaurant, (iii) attending a soft play centre, (iv) attending a venue 
with background music playing, (v) visiting a friend’s home, (vi) sharing a car with (A) 
one, (B) two, (C) three and (D) four people, (vii) playing bowls, (viii) attending a 
football match as a spectator, (ix) who has not been tested since the start of the 
pandemic working as a (aa) home care worker, (bb) nurse or support worker in a 
hospital ward, (cc) police officer and (dd) prison officer, (x) driving a passenger bus, 
(xi) being a student and living in halls of residence, (xii) working in a shop and (xiii) 
teaching or working in a school. 
 

S5W-32899  
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Jeane Freeman: As with many infectious agents, particularly viruses, it is clinically 
impossible to assess exact risk for each scenario people are faced with. As we learn 
more about this novel coronavirus we learn more about risk. We know that indoors is 
worse than outdoors, poor ventilation is worse than good ventilation, large gatherings 
are worse than small and time and proximity are crucial risk factors. We also learn 
more about those who are at particular risk and our understanding continues to 
develop with many scientific articles published daily. The advice to the public from 
the WHO, the European CDC and Governments, including the Scottish Government, 
has to therefore take account of this growing evidence base. The Scottish 
Government advice is under constant review and is based on science, risk and 
informing the public. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much it has spent on the NHS Louisa Jordan facility. 
 

S5W-33129  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-31712 on 10 
September 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its decommissioning plans are for the NHS Louisa Jordan facility. 
 

S5W-33130  
 
Jeane Freeman: The lease for the Louisa Jordan currently runs until the end of April 
2021. If it is necessary to do so, we will negotiate an extension to the lease if the 
facility is still needed to support our pandemic response. In the meantime we are, 
perfectly sensibly, putting in place arrangements to allow the facility to be 
decommissioned when it is eventually no longer needed. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
under what circumstances might the NHS Louisa Jordan facility be used for COVID-
19 patients. 
 

S5W-33132  
 
Jeane Freeman: The NHS Louisa Jordan was established to help ensure NHS 
Scotland had extra capacity to treat patients during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
stood ready to do so since 20 April 2020. Building the NHS Louisa Jordan was a 
precautionary action and I was always clear that I hoped it would never be needed to 
treat a COVID patient. The NHS Louisa Jordan has not been required to treat 
COVID-19 patients because of efforts made to suppress the virus. If required, the 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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hospital continues to remain ready to accept COVID-19 patients at a few days’ 
notice. 
 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the usage figure for the NHS Louisa Jordan facility has been each month. 
 

S5W-33131  
 
Jeane Freeman: The usage figures for the NHS Louisa Jordan: 
September - 2612 attendees 
October - 2916 attendees 
November to date (19 November) – 2600 attendees 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to statement by the First Minister on 10 November 2020 (Official 
Report, c.10), whether it will confirm how many freezers capable of reaching a 
temperature of -80 degrees have been (a) purchased or hired and (b) ordered, also 
broken down by how many potential COVID-19 vaccine doses these will be able to 
store. 
 

S5W-33147  
 
Jeane Freeman: Twenty three ultra-low temperature freezers capable of the storage 
of medicines at ultra-low temperatures have been purchased.  
 
There is at least one freezer in every territorial health board with a number of Boards 
having more than one freezer, for example three freezers are being located in NHS 
Highland because of the Board’s geography. The vaccines are packed in multi-dose 
vials which minimises the amount of storage space required. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many (a) hospital and (b) ICU admissions there have 
been for people presenting with symptoms of COVID-19 who have not tested 
positive for the virus. 
 

S5W-33161  
 
Jeane Freeman: This information is not held centrally. 
 
Information on the number of hospital admissions and ICU admissions where 
individuals have tested positive for Covid -19 are published daily at  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether consideration it has given to distinguishing between 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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the number of fatalities registered where COVID-19 was mentioned on the death 
certificate and the number where it was (a) found to be the only cause of death and 
(b) determined that the deceased person had at least one underlying health 
condition. 
 

S5W-33162  
 
Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland (NRS) publish weekly statistics on 
the number of deaths where COVID-19 was written on the death certificate, either as 
a suspected or probable involvement in the death. The latest publication was 
released on 18th November and a link is provided here:  
 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-
events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-
involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland 
 
Table 1 in the report shows that to date in 2020 (up to week ending 15th November) 
there have been 5,135 deaths, where COVID-19 was written on the death certificate. 
Table 3 shows that there have been 4,720 deaths where COVID-19 was identified as 
the underlying cause of death. 
 
NRS also publish a more in-depth analysis of COVID deaths every month. The latest 
of these publications was released on 11th November and a link is provided here: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-
45.pdf. 
 
Figures 9 and 10 on pages 17 and 18 of the report shows the main pre-existing 
medical condition in deaths involving COVID-19, between 1st March 2020 and 31st 
October 2020. The report states, "The most common main pre-existing condition 
among those who died with COVID-19 was dementia and Alzheimer’s disease 
(30%), followed by ischaemic heart disease (13%), chronic lower respiratory 
diseases (11%), cerebrovascular disease (6%) and diabetes (4%). 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether the COVID-19 Test and Protect system has indicated 
hotspots or types of settings that people in Inverclyde have visited prior to testing 
positive for the virus. 
 

S5W-33180  
 
Jeane Freeman: Contacts are traced from information collected and made available 
to Test and Protect by Incident Management Teams. This allows Test and Protect to 
contact those who may have been exposed to the virus in a particular setting, and 
request them to take appropriate steps to prevent potential onward spread. 
 
Public Health Scotland has produced a table of settings and events that index cases 
have attended over the previous 7 days. This is based on interviews conducted with 
cases identified in the Case Management System and involves cases recalling 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-45.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-45.pdf
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where they have been in the 7 days prior to symptom onset (or date of test if 
asymptomatic). 
 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/covid-19-statistical-report/. 
 
However, Public Health Scotland cannot infer from the figures whether a specific 
setting or an event indicates where the COVID-19 transmission took place. This is 
because cases may have attended multiple settings or events within a short space of 
time, some of which may be low risk settings and events where it is highly 
improbable that transmission took place. In addition, it is possible that even though a 
case visited a few settings and events, transmission may have taken place within 
their home setting. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many hospital patient deaths from 
COVID-19 have been recorded in each month since March 2020, also broken down 
by how many of these people had at least one other underlying health condition. 
 

S5W-33145  
 
Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland (NRS) publish weekly statistics on 
the number of deaths where COVID-19 was written on the death certificate, either as 
a suspected or probable involvement in the death. The publication also includes a 
breakdown of these deaths by location of death. The latest publication was released 
on 18th November and a link is provided here:  
 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-
events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-
involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland 
 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what plans it has to recruit retired (a) nurses, (b) doctors and 
(c) other NHS workers to help with the forthcoming COVID-19 vaccination delivery 
programme. 
 

S5W-33187  
 
Jeane Freeman: We are actively identifying doctors, nurses, allied health 
professionals and support services staff, who had expressed their interest in 
returning to service via the NHS Scotland Accelerated Recruitment Portal, to assist 
with the forthcoming Covid-19 vaccinations programme. 
 
Additionally the Chief Medical Officer and Chief Nursing Officer have written jointly to 
professional regulators to seek assistance with identifying further suitably qualified 
personnel who may be on the temporary or emergency registers. We remain in 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-births-and-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
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active dialogue with both the regulators and with health boards, in order that they 
can now take forward appropriate additional recruitment from within these pools. 
 
We will take a sustainable approach to assessing the ongoing workforce and 
workload requirements associated with the programme. This includes supporting 
boards to take forward new temporary and permanent recruitment, and working with 
primary care, pharmacy, dentistry and optometry colleagues who all have a 
significant contribution to make. Further we are working across the public sector, 
with local authority partners and with the military, to ensure we have the right end-to-
end logistics and delivery infrastructure, as we take forward the largest vaccination 
programme ever delivered in Scotland. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of international evidence linking vitamin D deficiency to COVID-
19 severity, what studies it (a) has undertaken and (b) is undertaking to monitor the 
effect of vitamin D levels on COVID-19 severity. 
 

S5W-33173  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has not and is not currently undertaking 
any research studies relating to vitamin D and Covid-19. Recent open calls inviting 
research proposals on Covid-19 generated significant interest however none of the 
studies involved vitamin D. However there is such research active elsewhere in the 
UK. The UK is working as a whole to ensure NHS resources are used effectively 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Should such a study wish to open sites in Scotland 
support would be prioritised through NHS Research Scotland. Information on 
prioritised studies can be found at https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-studies/ 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for each week since 23 March 2020, also broken down by the number of deaths 
(a) that were directly attributed to the virus at the time of death and (b) where the 
presence of the virus was recorded on the death certificate and, if this information is 
not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering 
and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33183  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to answer to question S5W-33230 on 2 
December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for care home residents for each week since 23 March 2020, and what 
proportion of all deaths related to the pandemic this represents, also broken down by 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/covid-studies/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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the number of these deaths (a) that were directly attributed to the virus at the time of 
death and (b) were the presence of the virus recorded on the death certificate, and, if 
this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will 
consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33230  
 
Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland (NRS) publish weekly statistics on 
the number of deaths where COVID-19 was written on the death certificate, either as 
a suspected or probable involvement in the death. National Records of Scotland do 
not publish weekly mortality rates. The publication also includes a breakdown of the 
underlying cause of these deaths and the location of the deaths. The latest 
publication was released on 25th November and a link is provided here: 
 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what information has been provided by the COVID-19 Test and 
Protect system regarding the reported rise in positive cases and test positivity in 
Inverclyde. 
 

S5W-33179  
 
Jeane Freeman: Trend data by specimen date in Inverclyde can be viewed on the 
Public Health Scotland Dashboard at: 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-
19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that positive COVID-19 test results reach relevant health 
professionals, such as general practitioners, promptly. 
 

S5W-33189  
 
Jeane Freeman: A significant amount of work has been done to ensure all results 
both positive and negative are digitally transferred to the GP record. This applies to 
both NHS and lighthouse labs. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that positive COVID-19 test results reach contact-tracing 
teams immediately. 
 

S5W-33190  
 
Jeane Freeman: Test results from NHS Scotland laboratories feed directly through 
to the Electronic Communication of Surveillance in Scotland (ECOSS) system from 
which data is polled by NHS NSS throughout the day and passed into the contact 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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tracing service’s Case Management System (CMS) via the NHS Scotland Integration 
Hub. New datasets are added from ECOSS to the Integration Hub approximately six 
times per 24 hour period (at 06:00, and then every 3 hours between 08:00 and 
20:00). 
 
For test result data captured as part of the UK Government Lighthouse Laboratory 
system, data is regularly transferred from an English NHS Digital system to NHS 
Scotland’s Integration Hub using the Message Exchange for Social Care and Health 
(MESH), the main secure large file transfer service used across health and social 
care organisations. NHS Scotland poll the MESH system for new files every 10 
minutes. The Integration Hub then separate outputs for the various NHS Scotland 
systems, incl. ECOSS and CMS. 
 
This process is part of what is enabling Test and Protect to work well. Over the latest 
week – 09 Nov to 15 Nov – 95.3% of positive cases had their contact tracing 
interview completed within 72 hours of their test. More than two thirds (71.9%) had 
their contact tracing interview completed with 48 hours of their test. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for hospital patients for each week since 23 March 2020, and what proportion of 
all deaths related to the pandemic this represents, also broken down by the number 
of these deaths (a) that were directly attributed to the virus at the time of death and 
(b) where the presence of the virus recorded on the death certificate, and, if this 
information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will 
consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33232  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to answer to question S5W-33230 on 2 
December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish details of home many hospital 
patients who have died from COVID-19-related conditions in each week since 23 
March 2020 had been moved from a care home setting, and, if this information is not 
held centrally, whether, in the interests of transparency, it will consider gathering and 
publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33233  
 
Jeane Freeman: National Records of Scotland (NRS) published an ad-hoc piece of 
analysis on 3rd June which showed the number of deaths of people whose usual 
residence was a care home, and who had died in a hospital. A link to the publication 
is provided here: 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-
residents.xlsx 
 
It shows that, at week ending 17th May, 154 people whose usual residence was a 
care home, had died in hospital. 
 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will verify the authenticity of all COVID-19 test results to ensure the veracity of 
any mass testing and screening that is planned as a means of safely opening up the 
economy. 
 

S5W-33213  
 
Jeane Freeman: Laboratories in Scotland have now implemented confirmation 
testing or repeat testing in certain circumstances to confirm whether weak positive 
test results are actually infectious cases. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the 
potential impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on oral health inequalities among 
children. 
 

S5W-33245  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to my answer to question S5W-32346 on 2 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19-related mortality 
rate for people who have died in their own home for each week since 23 March 
2020, and what proportion of all deaths related to the pandemic this represents, also 
broken down by the number of these deaths (a) that were directly attributed to the 
virus at the time of death and (b) where the presence of the virus recorded on the 
death certificate, and, if this information is not held centrally, whether, in the interests 
of transparency, it will consider gathering and publishing such data. 
 

S5W-33234  
 
Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33230 on 2 
December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-residents.xlsx
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-care-home-residents.xlsx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to reports that dentists who commenced their 
vocational training year in August 2019 are facing a reduction in pay of 50% due to 
insufficient COVID-19 top-up payments. 
 

S5W-33275  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33178 on 25 
November 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it will ensure that there is sufficient 
workforce capacity to manage the backlog of cases in cancer diagnostic services. 
 

S5W-33250  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government has allocated a total of £6m in additional 
funding to provide extra scanning capacity between July 2020 and March 2021. This 
funding will support remobilisation planning and delivery for diagnostic imaging 
services, and facilitate a progressive reduction in the backlog of elective imaging. 
This funding will directly support 6 staffed MRI scanners and 3 CT scanners, 2 of 
which are based at NHS Louisa Jordan and are managed by NHS Golden Jubilee. In 
addition, health boards have developed initiatives to provide additional in-house and 
external capacity to further support local remobilisation planning, supported by this 
funding. 
 
Whilst routine outpatient imaging services were suspended during the pandemic 
peak, throughout the pandemic, diagnostic imaging services have continued to 
provide a 24/7 service for all in-patient and emergency referrals, and service has 
continued for all those referrals triaged as urgent or urgent suspicion of cancer. 
These patients continue to be seen as a priority. We continue to look actively at the 
throughput for diagnostic imaging services, though capacity is necessarily impacted 
by the need to maintain appropriate physical distancing, and other infection 
prevention and control requirements. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that good quality public health 
information regarding local COVID-19 levels is accessible for people who are more 
susceptible to infection. 
 

S5W-33298  
 
Jeane Freeman: The new five level framework for COVID 19 allows for rapid but 
proportionate response on both a local and national basis using a transparent range 
of measures and options. https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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strategic-framework/ A summary of this publication is available in BSL, Mandarin, 
Gaelic, Arabic, and Polish, as well as Easy Read and audio versions. 
 
We encourage people to adapt this advice to make it right for them. It is a personal 
decision how to balance the benefits of protection with quality of life. To do this in 
practice, people told us they needed information about infection rates in local 
communities, level of risk specific to their health conditions, and how to manage risks 
on a day to day basis. 
 
We are therefore providing information, advice and tools to enable and empower 
those who are clinically most at risk to make decisions about their day to day 
interactions and activities including: 
 
• Data on neighbourhood infection levels 
• Advice on specific clinical conditions 
• Information on high and low risk activities 
• Workplace risk assessments 
• Information on how to shop and undertake other activities safely 
 
Various methods used to make as many people as possible aware of the guidance 
and support available to them. 
 
• The Scot.gov website contains the most up to date information and is 
highlighted in written communication from the Chief Medical Officer to those on the 
shielding list. Information is regularly. 
 
• The Public Health Scotland website also provides a detailed cases by local 
neighbourhood map of areas that allow people to check in on the number of cases in 
their area. 
 
• People are directed to the website and other support by means of television 
and radio adverts. We also suggest that people watch the daily briefings of the First 
Minister to keep up to date with developments 
 
• We ask that people keep checking the Scottish Government website at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/ and 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-can-and-cannot-
do/pages/healthcare/ for the most up to date information. 
 
• People can call the national helpline on 0800 111 4000. The helpline is open 
Monday to Friday, from 9am to 5pm. 
 
• National mailings, sent via Royal Mail, are sent in one format but we signpost 
additional languages/formats which are available within it. As part of this information 
a QR code was supplied to make for easier access to these formats 
 
• For example, several areas of key information and guidance are available in 
an accessible format for the visually impaired. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-can-and-cannot-do/pages/healthcare/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-can-and-cannot-do/pages/healthcare/
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• We are also working with stakeholders to signpost and disseminate this 
information within their communities, to ensure that individuals with language or 
communication requirements are aware that there is guidance available in a format 
they can access. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what the uptake level has been for the 
COVID-19 testing that has been offered to staff working in specialist cancer services. 
 

S5W-33251  
 
Jeane Freeman: This data was published for the first time by Public Health Scotland 
(PHS) on Wednesday 18th November and shows 3,059 (90.7%) of 3,371 eligible 
staff took up the offer of testing in specialist cancer services for the week 6th - 12th 
November. 
 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with supermarkets regarding 
implementing current COVID-19 health and safety measures to protect staff. 
 

S5W-33257  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has had regular dialogue with retailers on 
a range of issues throughout the COVID19 pandemic which has included both official 
and ministerial discussions. Dialogue has been a mixture of one to one and sector-
wide discussions. Food Standards Scotland has produced guidance for all food 
businesses, including retailers, that supports risk assessment and risk management 
to help retailers comply with COVID19 safety measures. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many patients have had their routine cervical screening test 
delayed due to the pause of the screening programmes in 2020, also broken down 
by how many have (a) now received a test and (b) yet to receive an invite for a 
screening appointment. 
 

S5W-33254  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: 180,784 participants had their cervical screening test delayed due 
to the pause of the screening programmes in 2020 of which (a) 29,362 have 
attended for a test and (b) 99,716 have yet to receive their invitation for a screening 
appointment. These figures include women who receive more frequent screening 
appointments, who were first to receive their invitations to cervical screening 
following the restart. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what caused the technical fault that resulted in invite letters for cervical 
screening appointments not being sent to approximately 15,000 patients; what 
safeguards have been put in place to prevent this happening again, and how might 
the prioritisation of these patients impact on the management of the backlog of 
appointments resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33261  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The issue arose in an automated process to transfer files between 
the third party IT and letter suppliers, which prevented the letters being issued. The 
root cause of this failure is still being investigated. Daily checks have since been 
implemented to ensure information is transferred and received as expected. 
 
NHS National Services Scotland have worked closely with Health Boards to ensure 
sample taking locations are supported to prioritise affected participants without 
impacting existing services. Where necessary, additional funding has been provided 
to enable this, for example to allow running additional clinics. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to a Cerebral Palsy Scotland survey, which reports 
that a majority of the people with cerebral palsy who were surveyed reported a 
decline in their physical and mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
58% reporting difficulty in accessing support from physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy and speech and language therapy services and 51% having to access 
healthcare services online or via telephone. 
 

S5W-33265 

Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government recognises the impact that COVID-19 
has had on people living with cerebral palsy and we recognise the importance of a 
consistent approach being taken forward in the community to support people with the 
management of their condition, including cerebral palsy across Scotland accessing 
the right support and services. 
 
The pandemic has clearly impacted on the NHS but we are resuming services as 
quickly and safely as possible. NHS Boards have mobilised their activity including 
protecting critical neurological services and establishing mechanisms to support their 
local population including the use of telephone and video consultations to minimise 
face to face contact unless absolutely necessary. 
 
The Scottish Centre of Technology for the Communication Impaired (SCTCI) is one 
way the services have adapted, SCTCI delivers an Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) tertiary service across 11 NHS Boards, which includes NHS 
Greater Glasgow & Clyde service have continued to operate their open referral 
system throughout the pandemic and have adapted their service delivery methods to 
ensure compliance with national and local restrictions while continuing to establish 
and maintain contact with those who need support. 
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We are already taking action to support those experiencing the longer physical and 
mental health impacts of COVID-19 – with our NHS delivering care tailored to the 
individual needs of people experiencing ongoing effects. 
 
Work is underway to establish the National Advisory Board for Rehabilitation to 
implement the Framework for Supporting People through Recovery and 
Rehabilitation during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic. The Framework is aligned 
to the Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: the framework for NHS Scotland, and puts 
in place clear principles, priorities and objectives to support planning to meet 
increasing demand and to provide high quality person-centred rehabilitation in 
different settings. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recent assessment it has made of the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on (a) access to routine dental services and (b) early diagnoses of mouth 
cancers. 
 

S5W-33301  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Since 1 November dentists have been permitted to offer the full 
range of NHS care in surgeries. With the resumption, dentists providing NHS care 
are required to submit claims for items of treatment undertaken to National Services 
Scotland. This information will be used to monitor the impact on current service 
provision. 
 
The diagnosis of oral cancer is monitored through hospital data. The patient pathway 
for oral cancer was maintained throughout the pandemic. Despite a reduction in 
dental services on account of the COVID-19 outbreak ensuring that people have 
access to cancer services has always remained a priority. Dental practices have 
continued to triage patients during the pandemic and, in accordance with the 
Scottish Dental Clinical Effectiveness Programme (SDCEP) guidelines, refer patients 
with symptoms of oral cancer for urgent assessment. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is supporting cancer charities during the second wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33300  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: We are actively engaging with cancer charities across Scotland, 
with many involved in discussions regarding shielding and the drafting of the 
upcoming National Cancer Recover Plan. Alongside this, various charities are a 
member of the Scottish Screening Committee and the National Cancer Trials 
Resilience Group. 
 
The Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme (CTRSP) opened for 
applications on 21 September and will run until March 2021. Over three hundred 
applications have been received to date and these are currently being assessed by 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/framework-supporting-people-through-recovery-rehabilitation-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/re-mobilise-recover-re-design-framework-nhs-scotland/
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our partners. By the end of this week (6 Nov) a total of 22 Organisations will be in 
receipt of grants totalling over £410,000 with a further 25 Organisations currently 
receiving Business Advice through the Adapt and Thrive Programme. 
 
The Adapt and Thrive Programme aims to support organisational change, it offers 
tailored, specialist advice, as well as grants between £5 and £25k. Loans of £25K+ 
are also available. 
 
Third Sector Organisations need to adapt to the challenges presented by COVID, to 
ensure that they continue to have a positive impact in their communities. Working 
with an advisor, organisations will be supported to develop a plan to operate 
sustainably post-COVID. This may mean developing new income streams, 
restructuring the organisation, or changing how services are delivered. 
 
The contribution from community and third sector organisations has been an 
essential part of how communities have responded to the pandemic, the connections 
and partnerships made will continue to play an important role in recovery. 
Communities Recovery Fund aims to support either the delivery of community 
services that were suspended or reduced because of COVID, or the creation of new 
services that tackle new challenges presented by COVID. 
 
The fund will offer grants to enable organisations to reintroduce the delivery of 
services, adapt existing services or the develop new services to tackle new or 
exacerbated needs resulting from COVID. 
 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the impact 
of COVID-19 on access to (a) needle and syringe exchange programmes and (b) 
opioid substitution therapy. 
 

S5W-33376  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: In order to monitor the impact of COVID-19 on people who use 
drugs, Scottish Government commissioned Public Health Scotland (PHS) to 
undertake surveillance on key indicators, including the use of needle exchange 
services and the provision of OST. 
 
Based on the management information provided by PHS we are aware that there 
were sharp falls in the number of clients and transactions at Injecting Equipment 
Provision (IEP) sites across mainland Scotland immediately prior to the introduction 
of COVID-19 lockdown measures on 23 March 2020, compared with the pre-
lockdown period and with 2019. Numbers of clients and transactions have increased 
in recent months, but activity remains proportionately lower than in 2019. 
 
With regards to opioid substitution Therapy (OST) prescribing, real-time data from a 
subset of primary care practitioners indicates changes in the pattern of methadone 
and buprenorphine prescribing during the COVID-19 pandemic. For both drugs, the 
number of items prescribed per week and the quantity of drug prescribed per item 
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increased prior to the introduction of COVID-19 lockdown measures on 23 March 
2020. Following the introduction of lockdown measures, weekly numbers of OST 
items prescribed decreased sharply to a level that was below their pre-COVID 
average, while the quantity of drug prescribed per item remained above the pre-
COVID-19 average. This suggests that prescribing continued throughout the COVID-
19 lockdown period but that dispensing arrangements modified as a consequence of 
the introduction of physical distancing measures continue to be in place. 
 
The Scottish Government fully recognises the essential nature of drug and alcohol 
treatment and support services, and it is for that reason that we, alongside the Drug 
Death Taskforce, took forward a range of work to ensure services remained effective 
during the pandemic. We also provided over £2 million for a package of measures to 
ensure additional help and support for those most at risk as a result of their drug and 
alcohol use. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
evidence it considered when making the decision to close gym facilities in Level 4 
areas. 
 

S5W-33381  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out 
of lockdown are guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision 
Making. Proposals are technically assessed using the best available evidence and 
analysis of their potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader 
society to minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to 
be suppressed. This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health 
risks in different settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief 
Clinicians as appropriate. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether dentists, hygienists and dental nurses who are 
qualified in administering injections will support the implementation of the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33401  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Planning is underway to build a sustainable workforce to ensure 
vaccines can be delivered to all, safely and sequentially, as they become available. 
 
 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the needs of (a) people who have received shielding letters, (b) 
people who have been advised to shield by clinicians, (c) people, including children, 
who were removed from the shielding list prior to shielding being suspended in July 
2020, (d) people who have made a personal decision to shield and (e) the families 
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and carers of people who are shielding will be met in areas under levels 3 and 4 of 
the COVID-19 restrictions to ensure that they have priority access to online shopping 
slots, grocery deliveries and the collection of medication. 
 

S5W-33262  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many obstetrics and gynaecology staff were redeployed to other 
areas of care during the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic; whether this is 
happening in the second wave, and what steps it is taking to ensure that services 
continue as much as possible. 
 

S5W-33302  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it is giving to local authorities 
that have had to minimise or reduce concessions for disabled people who regularly 
use their public facilities, such as swimming pools. 
 

S5W-33388  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: It is the responsibility of each local authority to provide local 
facilities for sport and leisure, and to set a fair pricing structure for these facilities. 
 
Many of these facility operators offer concessionary schemes, including a variety of 
membership options, discount schemes and free entry for certain groups. These 
decisions are the responsibility of the individual local authority and leisure trust. 
 
It is important to recognise the difficult position that facility operators, such as leisure 
trusts, are in across the country during these challenging times. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional funding it has provided to (a) NHS boards and (b) 
integration joint boards to support the roll-out of virtual pulmonary rehabilitation since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33314  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what criteria are applied when determining whether to move areas from level 3 under 
the COVID-19 restrictions to level 4. 
 

S5W-33308  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to statement by the First Minister on 10 November 
2020 (Official Report, c.25), whether it will confirm the (a) brand name, (b) type, (c) 
capacity and (d) cost of each fridge used to store Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine; where 
these will be located, and whether they will be portable. 
 

S5W-33321  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what scientific evidence it received to support the closure of indoor group exercise in 
areas under Level 3 COVID-19 restrictions, while gyms remain open. 
 

S5W-33514  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out 
of lockdown are guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision 
Making. Proposals are technically assessed using the best available evidence and 
analysis of their potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader 
society to minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to 
be suppressed. This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health 
risks in different settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief 
Clinicians as appropriate. 
 
Indoor fitness classes for over 18s are permitted if the area is in levels 0, 1 and 2 of 
our strategic framework. Outdoor exercise classes are permitted in levels 0, 1, 2,3 
and 4 of the framework. You can find out more information on COVID protection 
level for each local area and get information on what you can and cannot do at each 
level here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/ 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the significance of exercise, including group exercise, to the 
wellbeing of people during the COVID-19 pandemic and, in light of this, whether it 
will it consider relaxing the restrictions regarding such activity. 
 

S5W-33515  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/
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Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government fully recognise the importance of being 
physically active during COVID, both for physical and mental health. Group exercise 
is clearly part of this and we appreciate the social interaction which such classes 
provide. However, our priority is to ensure people can take part in group classes 
when it is safe to do so. 
 
Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out of lockdown are 
guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision Making. Proposals 
are technically assessed using the best available evidence and analysis of their 
potential benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader society to 
minimise overall harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be 
suppressed. This assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health 
risks in different settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief 
Clinicians as appropriate. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will clarify the methodology of the daily and 
weekly update statistics published by the Scottish Prison Service regarding prisoners 
who either have COVID-19 or are self-isolating, in light of the daily update on 17 
November 2020 stating that 38 people were self-isolating and the weekly update 
published on 13 November 2020 stating that 591 people were self-isolating. 
 

S5W-33359  
 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
SPS currently publishes a daily update on our website which includes: 
 
• The number of people who are self-isolating in our prisons; 
• The number of prisons that this total is held across; and 
• The number of people in our care who have tested positive for COVID-19. 
 
SPS also publishes a weekly update of this data. This is published on a Monday, and 
details the position of the previous Friday. This data is broken down to establishment 
level. Information on the impact of COVID on staffing levels is also provided as part 
of this weekly update. 
 
The reason for the difference in the figures is because a large number of people 
were self-isolating as a precautionary measure at HMP Barlinnie on Friday 13 
November came out of isolation over the weekend and therefore the number on 
Monday 17 November was significantly reduced. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether travel is allowed between areas subject to different 
COVID-19 restriction levels if it is for the purpose of viewing a property for sale. 
 

S5W-33364  
 
Michael Matheson: Under the provisions of the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) Amendment 
(No.3) Regulations 2020, there are exemptions around travel to or from Level 3 and 
4 areas for activities in relation to the purchase, sale, letting, or rental of residential 
property that a person owns or is otherwise responsible for. This includes viewing a 
residential property for sale, as set out in the accompanying guidance 
(https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-
transport/#exceptions). 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/#exceptions
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/#exceptions
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Portfolio questions relating to COVID-19 on 2 December 2020 

Communities and Local Government 

2. Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government how it is supporting community 
organisations across Dumfries and Galloway to help the most vulnerable people 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04802) 

5. Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government how it is ensuring that local 
authorities are sufficiently empowered to address social inequality during the 
pandemic. (S5O-04805) 

Social Security and Older People 

1. Willie Coffey: To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements are in place to 
allow older people in areas subject to Level 4 restrictions to be visited by their family. 
(S5O-04809) 

2. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on 
what support it is providing to older people during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-
04810) 

3. Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what further support will be 
made available to help services respond to the needs of older people, in light of the 
COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04811) 

4. Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to research 
by Age UK, which suggests that 157,000 over-65s in Scotland are expecting to feel 
lonely over the festive season. (S5O-04812) 

5. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what measures it will put in place 
to allow older people to be visited by their family during the winter period. (S5O-
04813) 

6. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to reports 
that the COVID-19 pandemic has had a disproportionate impact on disabled people. 
(S5O-04814) 

 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04802
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04805
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04809
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04810
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04810
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04811
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04812
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04813
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04813
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04814
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12984&i=117364
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Written questions lodged on 2 December 2020 

S5W-33679 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason casinos 
are included on the list of businesses required to close in areas within Level 2 of 
COVID-19 restrictions, and whether it will provide the scientific advice that informed 
its decision.  
S5W-33681 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will outline the 
scientific justification for its decision to not permit spectators, who would be situated 
outside and socially distanced from one another, at semi-professional football 
matches in areas subject to Level 3 restrictions. 
S5W-33683 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is aware of 
reports that dentists are charging NHS patients for additional PPE, and, if so, what 
(a) its position is on the practice and (b) action it has taken in this regard. 
S5W-33685 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32799 by Joe Fitzpatrick on 10 November 2020, whether the scientific 
evidence on transmission mentioned in the answer will be published. 
S5W-33686 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of NHS 
staff have received the flu vaccination, and how this compares with the same period 
in 2019, broken down by NHS board. 
S5W-33693 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to counter any misinformation regarding a COVID-19 vaccine that may reduce 
uptake. 
S5W-33694 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the anticipated uptake of a COVID-19 vaccine by (a) NHS staff and (b) 
the public. 
S5W-33695 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the levels of scepticism regarding vaccine safety or efficacy, and what 
impact it anticipates this will have on the uptake of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-33696 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
serving in RAF bases who have Christmas leave will be subject to COVID-19 travel 
restrictions outwith the 23 to 27 December period. 
S5W-33697 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
who have worked in the social work sector over the course of the COVID-19 
pandemic but who have since left that sector will be eligible for the £500 one-off 
"thank you" bonus. 
S5W-33699 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether day 
carers who support foster carers and families will be eligible for the £500 one-off 
"thank you" bonus. 
S5W-33700 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) 
NHS, (b) social care and (c) emergency workers who will be working over Christmas 
will be permitted to form an equivalent of the five-day festive bubble following the 
holiday period. 
S5W-33701 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
received in Barnett consequentials from the UK Government expenditure on the 
Local Restrictions Support Grant for (a) open and (b) closed businesses, and how 
this has been allocated, also broken down by the amount allocated to support self-
catering businesses affected by the COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-33705 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government when it will announce 
details of its financial assistance to tenants in the private rented sector who have 
been impacted by COVID-19. R 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33679
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33681
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33683
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33685
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33686
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33693
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33694
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33695
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33696
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33697
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33699
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33700
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33701
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33705
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

