
1 

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 3 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 3 December can be found on pages 10 to 12. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 3 
December are included at page 9. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 3 December) 
 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-33748 
 

John Swinney: Amending Regulations have today been made to the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020, these Regulations provide for the rules and restrictions which will 
be in place for the short period from 23 to 27 December inclusive. Guidance about 
keeping safe in the festive period was previously published at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-festive-period/. 
 
The Regulations also allow holiday accommodation to be used in Level 4 areas if 
required when attending a marriage ceremony, civil partnership registration or for the 
purpose of facilitating shared parenting arrangements. It also allows holiday 
accommodation in level 4 to be used for the purposes of enabling a person to attend 
a holiday gathering within the local authority area where the accommodation is 
located. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/415/made 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason there appears to be a distinction in its 
COVID-19 guidance regarding the use of buses to transport children to schools 
and nurseries. 
 

S5W-33344 
 

John Swinney: Scottish Government guidance sets out the requirements that apply 
to arrangements used to transport children and young people to school. Typically, local 
authorities provide dedicated school transport services primarily for the use of school 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-festive-period/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/415/made
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pupils. Following scientific advice from the COVID-19 Advisory Sub Group on 
Education and Children’s Issues, the guidance provides that dedicated school 
transport can be regarded as an extension of the school estate and it is not necessary 
to maintain physical distance between children and young people travelling on such 
services. 
 
Where either young children travelling with their parents to nursery or school children 
are using public transport, these services are subject to the requirement to physically 
distance due to the range of ages of the passengers they are used by. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether higher education students returning home at the 
end of the current term will be considered as essential travel and therefore exempt 
from travel restrictions. 
 

S5W-33360 
 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33579 on 26 
November 2020, in which the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills outlined the amending Regulations made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) Regulations 
2020 to allow students to return home at the end of term. 
 
From 27 November 2020, there is an exemption to the travel restrictions for students 
travelling to or from any local authority area in Scotland, if the purpose is to facilitate 
the formation of an "end of term household". 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of travel restrictions in Level 3 and 4 areas, whether parents or 
other family members will be allowed to travel to collect students at universities or 
colleges to bring them home for the Christmas holidays. 
 

S5W-33377 
 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33579 on 26 
November 2020, in which the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills outlined the amending Regulations made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) Regulations 
2020 to allow students to return home at the end of term. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance it has published for students who will require public 
transport to return home at Christmas. 
 

S5W-33382 
 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33579 on 26 
November 2020, in which the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills outlined the amending Regulations made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus)(Restrictions and Requirements)(Local Levels)(Scotland) Regulations 
2020 to allow students to return home at the end of term and accompanying guidance, 
which includes travel and transport guidance for students. 
 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the COVID-19 testing process for students will be run. 
 

S5W-33379 
 

John Swinney: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32700 
by Richard Lochhead on 18 November 2020, whether it will provide the information 
that was requested regarding what support it can provide to students who are unable 
to access jobs that they have to support their studies in the event they are required to 
self-isolate for two weeks before the Christmas holidays. 
 

S5W-33380 
 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government recognises that this has been and 
continues to be an extremely difficult time for students, particularly for those who would 
normally have taken up employment opportunities during their studies. 
 
Eligible students in Further and Higher Education have continued to access bursary, 
grant and loan payments throughout the pandemic. 
 
In addition to that, the Scottish Government provided emergency funding earlier this 
year of £5 million to support students impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. We also 
provided early access to £11.4 million of Higher Education Discretionary Funds to 
support students over the summer period and into this academic year. £2M was 
brought forward for Further Education students at college by the Scottish Funding 
Council. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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I also announced a Digital Inclusion Fund of £5 million to support access to digital 
equipment and tackle digital poverty. 
 
Further to this, the First Minister announced £1.32 million of additional funding to help 
students deal with the mental health impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
If students are facing financial hardship due to the reduced employment opportunities 
as a result of Covid-19, they should continue to apply for discretionary fund support 
from their college or university. 
 
We expect colleges and universities to take every possible step to look after students’ 
wellbeing. Universities Scotland’s Consistent Core of Care package commits every 
institution to providing regular check-ins for self-isolating students, help with groceries, 
cleaning supplies and internet access. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on its commitment to eliminate hepatitis C by 
2024. 
 

S5W-33417 
 

Joe FitzPatrick: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33375 on 2 
December 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of people eligible for a flu 
vaccine in each NHS board area has (a) been invited for a vaccination and (b) received 
their vaccination to date. 
 

S5W-32657 
 

Jeane Freeman: Health Boards are aiming to vaccinate 2.4 million people by the end 
of January 2021. Current plans by Health Boards will result in 71% of all those eligible 
will be vaccinated by end of January 2021. 
 
The Scottish Government has procured sufficient vaccines to vaccinate all those who 
are eligible, including the expanded groups, in line with our uptake assumptions. 
 
Health Boards have estimated that 1,276,711 people will be vaccinated by the end of 
week commencing 2 November, or 52% of the total people who will receive the vaccine 
during this flu season. 
 
Those who are clinically vulnerable, and over the age of 65 will have received a 
vaccine by the end of November as part of Phase 1 of the Seasonal Flu Programme. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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The process of issuing invitation letters to everyone in Phase 1 is well under way and 
almost everyone in this phase has already been invited for a vaccination. 
 
It is anticipated those aged between 55 - 64 years will be invited to receive a vaccine 
in December as vaccine supplies allow. 
 
The extended seasonal flu vaccination season main activities will finish by the end of 
February, however it will still be possible for some cohorts (e.g. pregnant women) to 
receive a vaccination until end of March 2021. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many people work in care home settings of any 
nature or provide in-home social care to older or vulnerable people; (a) how many and 
(b) what percentage of these staff have had asymptotic testing for COVID-19; how 
often this testing has taken place, and what percentage of tests have been positive. 
 

S5W-33195 
 

Jeane Freeman: The latest data published by Scottish Social Services Council shows 
that 53,080 staff worked in adult care homes and a further 71,350 in adult care at 
home/housing support. A total of 124,430 staff. 
 
There is currently a weekly offer of testing available to all care home staff however 
they will not all be at work each week for various reasons, including annual leave etc. 
On that basis the assumption is that 70% is a more accurate benchmark and therefore 
we expect that circa 37,000 staff tests should be carried out on a weekly basis. 
 
In the latest reporting week (9th - 15th November 2020) 42,022 care home staff (79%) 
were tested, comprising 9,175 staff in homes with confirmed covid, and 32,847 staff in 
homes with no cases of confirmed covid. This data is published weekly. 
 
The Clinical Review of our testing strategy was published in October which set out 
clear clinical advice on the priorities to be followed and an update was provided to 
Parliament in November on the plans which included testing of social care frontline 
staff. 
 
Details of positive tests are not currently published but trend information is available 
here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/. 

 
 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many environmental health officers from each local authority area 
have been seconded to NHS Test and Protect teams. 
 

S5W-32401 
 

Jeane Freeman: Currently there is one trainee environmental health officer who has 
been seconded to an NHS Test and Protect team. Local authorities are responsible 
for decisions around the secondment of their staff. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-trends-in-daily-data/
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James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
expects to begin the roll-out of COVID-19 testing for care home staff across all NHS 
board areas. 
 

S5W-33352 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the advice for entire households of close contacts to self-isolate for 
14 days was withdrawn; for what reason it withdrew this guidance, and what 
information it has regarding how many people had self-isolated in line with it, broken 
down by local authority. 
 

S5W-33371 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what information it has regarding how many times local health protection 
teams implemented measures on whole household self-isolation that differs from 
the national guidance. 
 

S5W-33372 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with local health protection teams in 
Lanarkshire on their guidance on self-isolation for entire households and its impact, 
and whether the teams plan to change this during the Level 4 restrictions. 
 

S5W-33373 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-25014 by Humza Yousaf 
on 27 September 2019, in light of the cabinet secretary's comment regarding re-
establishing the Scottish Prison Service Throughcare Support Service "when 
circumstances permit", what these circumstances (a) were prior to and (b) have been 
since the onset of COVID-19. 
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S5W-33437 

 
Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service to respond. 
 
The suspension of the Throughcare Support Service (TSS) was a difficult decision for 
SPS to make in September 2019 and was necessitated by the need to have staff return 
to their original roles to manage the increasingly complex prison population. 
 
We do however recognise the benefits that the TSS brought to those in our care and 
we are committed to exploring what any future throughcare support might look like as 
part of our recovery from COVID. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Colin Smyth (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what assessment it has made of the levels of access to public transport at the end of 
their shifts for seafarers with (a) CalMac Ferries, (b) Serco NorthLink and (c) private 
ferry operators since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33209 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: We have closely engaged with all ferry operators throughout the 
pandemic to fully understand any impacts and mitigations which may be required. As 
yet, no issues have been raised in any of these discussions with regards to crew 
accessing public transport at the end of a shift. If the member is aware of any specific 
examples of difficulties they encountered, I would be keen to explore solutions to 
address them. 
 
The Scottish Government has provided significant funding support to rail and bus 
operators, as well as ferry operators, to allow public transport services to continue to 
operate, particularly for key workers, including crew and staff delivering Scotland's 
ferry services. 
 
 
John Finnie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what additional funding it has provided to (a) CalMac Ferries Ltd and (b) 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and what 
impact this has had on the current contract for Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services. 
 

S5W-33193 
 

Paul Wheelhouse: Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd have received no additional 
funding from the Scottish Government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
have not requested any additional funding. 
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The Scottish Government has provided CalMac Ferries Ltd with additional funding of 
£17,587,000 to date in this financial year, which has enabled them to respond to the 
financial pressures arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
This additional funding allows CalMac Ferries Ltd to cover costs whilst generating 
lower revenues as a result of COVID-19 travel restrictions and reduced capacity due 
to physical distancing measures. 
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First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 3 December 2020 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04612) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04613) 

3. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04635) 

4. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04615) 

5. Stuart McMillan: To ask the First Minister how many people have been cautioned 

by Police Scotland for travelling between areas with higher and lower COVID-19 

restriction levels since the current legislation was passed. (S5F-04627) 

6. Jeremy Balfour: To ask the First Minister how the Scottish Government plans to 

mitigate the impact of any reduction in services due to the COVID-19 pandemic on 

the lives and mental wellbeing of disabled people. (S5F-04620) 

7. Alex Rowley: To ask the First Minister what the Scottish Government's response 

is to IPPR Scotland research suggesting that youth unemployment could reach over 

100,000 in the coming months, the highest level since records began. (S5F-04619) 

Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 3 December 2020 
 
Finance 
 
1. Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government what changes to taxation it can 
make to address the reported widening inequality between small retail businesses 
and large corporations as a result of COVID-19. ( S5O-04817 ) 
 
2. Stewart Stevenson: To ask the Scottish Government what its latest engagement 
has been with the UK Government regarding the funding provided to support the 
economic recovery from COVID-19. ( S5O-04818 ) 
 
8. Jamie Halcro Johnston: To ask the Scottish Government what additional funding 
it has made available to its enterprise agencies, which have been supporting 
economic recovery during the pandemic. ( S5O-04824 ) 
 
 Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04612
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04613
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04635
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04615
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04627
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04620
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04619
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12988&i=117414
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04817
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04818
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04824
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12988&i=117417
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Written questions relating to COVID-19 on 3 December 2020 

S5W-33688 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government further to the answers to 
questions S5W-29524 and S5W-33108 by Jeane Freeman on 26 August and 20 
November 2020 respectively, what further funding for hospices for loss of income 
during the subsequent financial quarters has been allocated, and when it will allocate 
the remaining funding. 
S5W-33690 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent reported increase in waiting times, what 
steps it is taking to prevent avoidable sight loss because of delays for eye care 
appointments, surgery and treatment. 
S5W-33692 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government. further to the statement 
by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport on 28 April 2020 (Official Report, 
c.18), whether the Treasury provided an updated final consequential funding figure 
associated with the announcement of funding for hospice work and, if so, what this 
was and whether it has been allocated. 
S5W-33711 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32899 by Jeane Freeman on 2 December 2020, what risk 
assessment has been done in each of the scenarios identified in that question. 
S5W-33717 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether there is 
any scientific evidence of a link between the ban on playing background music in 
pubs and a reduction in COVID-19 transmission rates, and if (a) so, when this 
evidence will be published and (b) not, whether it will commission scientific research 
into this. 
S5W-33718 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what the economic 
impact has been of the ban on playing background music in pubs to reduce COVID-
19 transmission rates. 
S5W-33719 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
conducted any research or monitoring on the impact of the ban on background music 
in pubs on the volume of conversations within and between socially-distanced 
groups of customers. 
S5W-33723 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many people with a 
diagnosed pre-existing respiratory condition have died each month after contracting 
COVID-19. 
S5W-33724 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of 
COVID-19 deaths has been people diagnosed with a pre-existing respiratory 
disease. 
S5W-33725 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government whether disabled 
people of all ages who need allied health professional services will see enhanced 
investment in those services to ensure that they can access both urgent care or 
catch up on missed routine and planned services as a result of COVID-19. 
S5W-33726 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to address the reported shortage of qualified anaesthetists, and how an 
increased demand for their services will be met, in light of postponed operations 
arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33728 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
has published on undertaking international travel in the period 23 to 27 December 
2020. 
S5W-33729 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
additional (a) NHS staff, (b) social care staff and (c) non-medical personnel it 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33688
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33690
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33692
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33711
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33717
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33718
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33719
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33723
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33724
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33725
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33726
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33728
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33729
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estimates will be required in order to successfully mass vaccinate the population 
against COVID-19. 
S5W-33730 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
it has given to lowering the age that a person becomes eligible to receive a flu 
vaccination from 55 to 50.  
S5W-33731 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what the cost is of 
the flu vaccination programme in 2020, and what the cost was in each of the 
previous three years. 
S5W-33732 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what the current 
level of uptake is of the flu vaccination in 2020, and what the uptake was in each of 
the three previous years. 
S5W-33733 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) NHS 
staff, (b) social care staff and (c) non-medical personnel will be required for the roll 
out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-33734 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what recruitment 
plans it has in place to increase the number of people able to administer the COVID-
19 vaccine when it becomes available.  
S5W-33735 Richard Leonard: To ask the Scottish Government what investment it 
has made in the infrastructure required to implement the roll out of the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
S5W-33736 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government how many tenants 
facing financial difficulty because of COVID-19 have received support through the 
Tenant Hardship Loan Fund. 
S5W-33738 Angela Constance: To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
provide an update on plans for amateur football to resume. 
S5W-33739 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what action it will 
take to ensure that face-to-face appointments with clinicians are restarted as a 
priority for people with complex needs, many of whom have issues with 
communication, which means that they are unable to access help by telephone or 
online, and who may also not have had a face-to-face appointment since before the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-33740 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
living with someone who is on the COVID-19 shielding list will be included in the 
second wave of vaccine administration along with those who are shielding. 
S5W-33741 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, regarding the 
COVID-19 restrictions, whether children under the age of 12 count towards the limits 
set for congregation in places of worship. 
S5W-33742 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how it will address the 
issue of access to the COVID-19 vaccine for people without the capacity to give 
consent. 
S5W-33743 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how it will protect the 
human rights of older people in care homes and hospitals throughout the COVID-19 
vaccination scheme. 
S5W-33744 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had regarding allowing charities and third sector shops that are currently classified 
as non-essential to open in areas subject to restrictions to allow them to provide 
support to the communities that they serve. 
S5W-33745 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33393 by Fiona Hyslop on 2 December 2020, how many 
people have engaged with the Young Person's Guarantee since it went live.  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33730
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33731
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33732
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33733
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33734
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33735
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33736
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33738
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33739
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33740
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33741
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33742
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33743
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33744
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33745
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S5W-33746 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33393 by Fiona Hyslop on 2 December 2020, what it 
considers to be "inappropriate use of zero hour contracts". 
S5W-33747 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33393 by Fiona Hyslop on 2 December 2020, what 
discussions it has had with its partners in the Young Person's Guarantee regarding 
the use of zero-hour contracts.  
S5W-33751 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
the scientific evidence regarding the transmission of COVID-19 on which it based its 
decision to require casinos in areas subject to Level 2 restrictions to close, while 
other hospitality venues are permitted to stay open. 
S5W-33752 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government who will be 
responsible for identifying and contacting school pupils and staff should COVID-19 
cases come to light immediately prior to or during the Christmas break, and what 
guidance has been issued to headteachers, school staff and trade unions on this. 
S5W-33754 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is 
providing to care homes that have not yet implemented the visitation guidance and 
are not allowing window and outdoor visits, as well as indoor visits, for family 
members of residents. 
S5W-33755 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government whether the £500 
bonus scheme for NHS and social care workers is being extended to those who live 
in Scotland but are employed by NHS trusts in northern England. 
S5W-33756 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government whether the £500 
bonus scheme for NHS and social care workers will apply to people who are 
employed on zero-hours contracts. 
S5W-33758 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government by what date it expects 
people with cancer to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-33759 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the financial support available to people with blood cancer who live in 
areas with high COVID-19 rates and who cannot work from home, and whether it is 
considering any changes to this. 
S5W-33760 Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government how it is supporting 
people with blood cancer to make informed choices during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and how it is supporting them to put their choices into practice. 
S5W-33763 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports of illegal scallop dredging in marine protected areas and other areas closed 
to such activity, and what information it has regarding whether any of the vessels 
being investigated have (a) been fitted with remote electronic monitoring equipment 
and (b) received any public funding relating to COVID-19 relief. 
S5W-33764 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
occupational therapists who work in local authority health and social care 
departments will be eligible for the £500 "thank you" bonus.  
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33746
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33747
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33751
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33752
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33754
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33755
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33756
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33758
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33759
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33760
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33763
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33764
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

