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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 8 December 2020 
 
Written questions relating to COVID-19 lodged on 8 December can be found on 
pages 7 and 8. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 8 December 
are included at page 6. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 8 December) 
 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Annie Wells (Glasgow) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32926 by Fiona Hyslop 
on 13 November 2020, whether taxi drivers will be eligible for financial support through 
the new discretionary fund announced by the First Minister on 18 November 2020. 
 

S5W-33493 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Unlike previous funds which have been targeted towards specific 
groups or sectors impacted by COVID-19, the £30 million discretionary fund seeks to 
empower local authorities to direct additional financial support to specific groups or 
sectors within the business community where they consider this to be necessary or 
justified based on the distinct characteristics of their local economies. This recognises 
the insight that councils have on the business community in their area and where 
funding would be most effectively deployed in supporting local economies. 
 
As such, it is for individual local authorities to determine eligibility for their respective 
schemes. We have, however, worked closely with local authorities in developing the 
fund to ensure that it targets businesses and self-employed people, such as taxi 
drivers, who may have been eligible for UK Government schemes but haven't been 
reached by Scottish Government financial support packages. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether local authorities have been instructed to carry out risk assessments on the 
requirement to wear face coverings at school gates. 
 

S5W-33630 
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John Swinney: As part of our precautionary approach, our COVID-19 guidance on 
reducing the risks in schools advises that parents/carers should wear face coverings 
during school drop off/pick up. This was a recommendation from the COVID-19 
Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children's Issues. 
 
The guidance makes clear that it is a legal requirement that local authorities ensure 
that risk assessments are conducted, regularly reviewed and updated, and that all 
aspects of school life should be taken into consideration. 

 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
prioritisation it will give to offering the carers of people with Down’s syndrome access 
to any COVID-19 vaccine, and what differences there will be in this 
prioritisation between the carers of children and adults with the condition. 
 

S5W-33564 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government will prioritise vaccinations in line with the 
independent scientific and clinical advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccinations 
and Immunisations (JCVI) and as vaccine supply allows. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will confirm at what time on 11 December 2020 the Level 4 COVID-19 restrictions will 
end. 
 

S5W-33442 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what date the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey began 
in Scotland; how this compares with other parts of the UK, and, if there were different 
commencement dates, what the reason was for this. 
 

S5W-33462 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role it has in the oversight and operation of the fieldwork for the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey being conducted by the ONS and the 
University of Oxford on its behalf. 
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S5W-33463 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it makes a contribution to the costs of the Coronavirus (COVID-
19): ONS Infection Survey, and, if so, how much, and what the total cost of the survey 
is. 
 

S5W-33464 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to it stating that response rates for the Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
ONS Infection Survey were "higher than initially expected", whether it will provide 
details of what this involved, and what implications this had for the operation of the 
survey. 
 

S5W-33465 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many households were invited to participate in the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey; how many of these households agreed to 
participate (a) on a one-off basis, (b) for a month or (c) regularly, and how many 
households that agreed to participate have not been involved in the survey in each 
week since it began. 
 

S5W-33466 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many staff are working in Scotland on the Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
ONS Infection Survey, broken down by (a) role, (b) qualifications required and (c) level 
of pay; who they are employed by; how many survey teams there are, and how current 
staff numbers compare with forecasts. 
 

S5W-33467 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government which private companies are involved in the operation of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey in Scotland; who they were contracted by, and 
whether it will place any details it holds on these contracts and their value in SPICe. 
 

S5W-33468 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) scheduled, (b) completed and (c) missed visits to 
participant households there have been in each week since the Coronavirus (COVID-
19): ONS Infection Survey began in Scotland, and how this compares with other parts 
of the UK. 
 

S5W-33469 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the aim of testing 15,000 participants per fortnightly period through 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey was set; on what date this was 
initially due to be achieved by; whether this has been met, and, if not, for what reasons, 
and how many have been tested in each fortnightly period since the survey began. 
 

S5W-33470 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the sample size has been for the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS 
Infection Survey in each week since it began, and how this compares with other parts 
of the UK. 
 

S5W-33471 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what level of asymptomatic testing for surveillance has been achieved 
through the Coronavirus (COVID-19): ONS Infection Survey in Scotland in each week 
since it began. 
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S5W-33472 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when the 
(a) First Minister and (b) Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport first knew that 
discharging COVID-19-positive patients to care homes had restarted. 
 

S5W-33473 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to provide certification for people who have been 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33489 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what clinical evidence it has received regarding the degree of protection 
provided by COVID-19 antibodies and, in light of this, whether it plans to roll out a 
national antibody testing programme ahead of a vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33491 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Topical Questions 
 
The following Topical Question in relation to COVID-19 was asked: 
 
1. Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure 
that safe care home visiting can take place. ( S5T-02571 ) 
 
2. Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. ( S5T-02576 ) 
 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02571
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02576
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13001&i=117520
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Written questions relating to COVID-19 lodged on 8 December 2020 
 
Government Initiated Question  

S5W-33919 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
prioritise the recovery of cancer services that have been impacted by COVID-19. 

Written questions  

S5W-33874 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what COVID-19-
related business support is available to cattery and kennel businesses, in light of 
reports that some have been advised that their business does not fall into a category 
where such support is available. 
S5W-33875 Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
available to businesses that are not required to close by the COVID-19 restrictions 
but are experiencing financial difficulties because of the impact of the pandemic and 
the restrictions that are in place elsewhere on the amount of business that they can 
carry out. 
S5W-33890 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many press 
releases have been issued by or on behalf of the Minister for (a) Public Health, Sport 
and Wellbeing and (b) Minister for Older People and Equalities since 1 March 2020. 
S5W-33891 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether medical 
and nursing students who have provided support to frontline staff while still carrying 
out academic studies during the pandemic will be included in the £500 "thank you" 
bonus. 
S5W-33892 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
collection of a puppy or kitten is classed as travel for animal welfare and therefore 
exempt from COVID-19 travel regulations. 
S5W-33893 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether any of the 
COVID-19 legislation in place has repealed section 28 of the Carers (Scotland) Act 
2016. 
S5W-33894 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether people employed in the funeral sector who are required to enter domestic 
properties, care homes and other environments that might see them exposed to the 
COVID-19 virus should be prioritised for access to vaccinations, and by what date it 
expects all such employees to be (a) offered a vaccine and (b) vaccinated. 
S5W-33904 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
concerns that betting shops were not added to the specific categories of businesses 
entitled to COVID-19-related economic support, in light of other business types being 
specified, and for what reasons it made this decision. 
S5W-33905 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether some betting 
shops have been excluded from receiving COVID-19 (a) rates relief and (b) small 
business grants and, if so, (a) for what reason and (b) what funding support it will 
make available to such businesses. 
S5W-33907 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
COVID-19 vaccine will be brought to NHS and social care staff at the hospitals and 
locations at which they work, or whether they will be required to make their own 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33919
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33874
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33875
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33890
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33891
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33892
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33893
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33894
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33904
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33905
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33907
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arrangements to travel to locations where the vaccine is being stored and 
administered. 
S5W-33908 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) NHS 
and (b) social care staff in total will be vaccinated as part of the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
S5W-33909 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) (i) 
NHS and (ii) social care staff and (b) care home residents will be vaccinated with the 
initial 65,500 doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-33910 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
prioritisation for the COVID-19 vaccine will be given to different types of (a) NHS and 
(b) social care staff depending on which area of the service they work within. 
S5W-33911 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what advice and 
guidance it has provided to hospices regarding visiting arrangements under the 
COVID-19 restrictions.  
S5W-33912 Gordon MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
allocated to each local authority to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-33913 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether funeral 
directors and crematorium staff will be part of the second phase of key workers 
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-33914 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
regarding the number of mobile telephone calls that have been made by prisoners to 
(a) Samaritans, (b) Breathing Space and (c) other mental health helplines in each 
month since April 2020, broken down by prison. 
S5W-33915 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government how many virtual prison 
visits there have been each month since January 2020, broken down by prison. 
S5W-33916 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government on what date 
work with Public Health Scotland to establish the protocols that will provide more 
timely data on possible suicides will conclude; what data it expects this to provide 
and with what frequency; whether it will include data covering the period since the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether this additional data will routinely 
be made public at the same time that it is made available to local services.  
S5W-33918 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what paperwork 
will be provided to people who are given a COVID-19 vaccine to confirm that they 
have received it. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33908
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33909
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33910
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33911
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33912
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33913
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33914
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33915
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33916
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33918
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

