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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 14 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 14 December can be found on page 6 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 14 December) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-34018 

Michael Matheson: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over the 
last three weeks and have assessed that there continues to be a requirement for the 
regulations to remain in place to reduce the risk of imported transmission and 
safeguard public health in Scotland. We have considered sectoral exemptions from 
the requirement to self-isolate, and intend to introduce exemptions for TV production, 
performing arts professionals, and professional journalists. We continue to keep 
countries under review and where there is clear evidence we will not hesitate to make 
changes to our country specific exemptions list. We propose to review these 
regulations at least every 28 days going forward, with the next review to be completed 
by 11 January 2021. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, regarding the COVID-19 restrictions, whether children under 
the age of 12 count towards the limits set for congregation in places of worship. 
 

S5W-33741 

Aileen Campbell: Current restrictions allow a maximum number of 50 people to 
attend a place of worship within local authorities having protection levels 0 – 3 and no 
more than 20 people in level 4. These capacity numbers are inclusive of all children 
under the age of 12. 
 
The inclusion of children under 12 in the caps detailed above is currently under review, 
and any decision to revise this position will be informed by public health and clinical 
advice. However we are mindful that the general direction of travel at this time is to 
focus on suppression of the virus and will take a cautious and safe approach. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support is available for third sector organisations whose fundraising has been 
negatively affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33854 

Aileen Campbell: In March, in response to coronavirus, the Scottish Government 
announced a £350 million emergency package for communities. Before opening the 
current £40 million Community and Third Sector Recovery Programme (CTSRP), the 
Scottish Government had already awarded over £22 million in grants to 1,349 
organisations through the Third Sector Resilience Fund (TSRF).  
 
Adapt and Thrive is part of the CTSRP and aims to support charities, community 
groups, social enterprises and voluntary organisations, through working with advisers, 
to develop plans and implement changes to adapt how they raise income so they can 
operate sustainably through the move from lockdown to recovery. As well as support, 
grants between £5 and £25k and loans of £25K+ are also available to implement the 
plans.  
 
More information is available at Community & Third Sector Recovery Programme – 
SCVO 
 
Since the start of the crisis, we have invested over £2.3 billion to support businesses 
of all types across Scotland. In addition to the support offered through the Strategic 
Framework Business Fund, we recently announced a further £185 million to help 
impacted businesses through winter. More details will be announced in due course. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to reports that employers are asking staff to take 
unpaid leave to look after their children when they are advised to self-isolate, and 
whether it considers that such action is a breach of the Equality Act 2010 by primarily 
indirectly discriminating against women. 
 

S5W-33775 

Jamie Hepburn: Supporting people to self-isolate is critical in controlling the spread 
of the virus and although employment law is reserved to the UK Government we are 
using all of the levers available to us to encourage and promote the adoption of fair 
work practices to employers across Scotland. In July this year, the Cabinet Secretary 
for Economy issued a refreshed joint statement with the STUC, CoSLA, Scottish 
Council for Voluntary Organisations, Institute of Directors and Scottish Council for 
Development and Industry outlining the shared commitment to fair work practices in 
Scotland. This statement makes clear that no worker should be financially penalised 
for following medical advice. 
 
No-one should have to choose between self-isolating and supporting themselves and 
their families financially. The Self-Isolation Support Grant of £500 has been extended 

https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/community-recovery
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/community-recovery
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fair-work-statement/
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to be available to parents or carers of a child who is required to self-isolate, and the 
parent fulfils the other eligibility criteria, this in turn helps to address the 
disproportionate impact self-isolation of children has on care givers who are 
predominantly women. People who can work from home should continue to do so, and 
we would expect employers to continue to pay people while they are working.  
 
In relation to the Equality Act 2010, responsibility for oversight of compliance are 
matters for the courts and for the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC). 
EHRC is independent and cannot be directed by Scottish Ministers. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support is available to businesses that are not required to close by 
the COVID-19 restrictions but are experiencing financial difficulties because of the 
impact of the pandemic and the restrictions that are in place elsewhere on the amount 
of business that they can carry out. 
 

S5W-33875 

Fiona Hyslop: The Strategic Framework details funding available for businesses that 
can remain open but are specifically required to modify operations by law, for example 
having to close earlier than normal. These Business Restrictions Grants are payable 
very four weeks and are set at £1,400 or £2,100 (depending on rateable value). In 
addition we have allocated £30m to Local Authorities for a Discretionary Fund to give 
them the flexibility to use their local knowledge to the support businesses and recently 
announced a further £185m of new and additional support for business sectors.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will introduce testing for COVID-19 of all student teachers prior to them 
taking up school placements. 
 

S5W-32459 

John Swinney: Recent Office for National Statistics data shows no evidence of any 
difference between the positivity rates of teachers and other school staff relative to 
other worker groups of a similar age, and there is no current direct evidence that 
transmission in schools plays a significant contributory role in driving increased rates 
of infection among children. 
 
However, many school staff are still understandably anxious and to address that, we 
have already put in place arrangements to allow members of school staff to get a 
coronavirus test whether or not they have symptoms. We are currently the only part of 
the United Kingdom that provides that routine access. 
 
As announced in the Scottish Parliament on 8 December 2020, after the schools return 
in January, we will go further and begin piloting routine asymptomatic testing of school 
staff. The details are under discussion with interested local authorities, and further 
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detail will be provided to the Parliament in due course. In addition to that work we will 
also be exploring how teaching students can access a test via their school placements 
using the employer referral portal. 
 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what reductions in the provision of school transport have been made by 
each local authority as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33786 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government takes seriously the need to ensure there 
are effective school transport arrangements in place during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Scottish Ministers issued guidance to local authorities to support the reopening of 
schools in August. A £50 million education recovery fund has also been established 
which can be used to supplement existing funding for school transport services. The 
Covid-19 School Transport Retrofit Fund is providing £1.5m of capital funding to assist 
local authorities and bus operators to fit infection control and mitigation measures on 
school transport vehicles.  
 
Local Authorities have a responsibility in law under the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 
to make the arrangements they consider necessary for the transport of school pupils 
between home and school. The Scottish Government does not hold information 
regarding the levels of school transport services being provided by individual local 
authorities.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how much it has received in Barnett consequentials from 
the UK Government expenditure on the Local Restrictions Support Grant for (a) open 
and (b) closed businesses, and how this has been allocated, also broken down by the 
amount allocated to support self-catering businesses affected by the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-33701 

Kate Forbes: The breakdown of consequentials to date does not provide the granular 
detail as to allocations received per the UK Government Local Restrictions Support 
Grant. Overall, we have been allocated £8.2bn in consequentials this financial year, 
which we will continue to allocate based on need in Scotland. 
 
Since the start of the crisis, we have invested over £2.3 billion to support businesses 
of all types across Scotland, including self-catering. In addition to the support offered 
through the Strategic Framework Business Fund, we recently announced a further 
£185 million to help impacted businesses through winter. More details will be 
announced shortly.  
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to enable more frequent reporting of reliable data 
on deaths by suicide, in order to better understand the impact of COVID-19 measures 
on mental health and to inform suicide prevention campaigns. 
 

S5W-33769 

Clare Haughey: In partnership with the National Suicide Prevention Leadership 
Group, we have been working closely with Public Health Scotland and Police Scotland 
to establish protocols that will provide more timely local data on possible suicides. This 
approach will enable local services to provide a faster, more effective response to 
those impacted by possible suicides. We expect these protocols to be ready for 
implementation early next year. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its Women's Health Plan takes into account digital participation 
and inclusion, particularly in relation to accessing remote and online healthcare in the 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33803 

Clare Haughey: The Women’s Health Plan is currently in development. 
 
The Scottish Government has seen a significant increase in uptake of remote and 
online services throughout the pandemic. The experiences of women, and clinicians, 
of arrangements put in place during the COVID-19 pandemic to expand remote and 
online healthcare, are being considered where relevant to the priorities of the Women’s 
Health Plan. 
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Government initiated questions lodged on 14 December 2020 

S5W-34037 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether COVID-19 
funding for bus operators will be extended beyond 17 January 2021. 

Written questions lodged on 14 December 2020 

S5W-34024 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
commitment by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport on 7 August 2020 that 
over 55s would receive an NHS winter flu vaccination by now, for what reason this 
has reportedly not happened, and when they will receive one. 
S5W-34036 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) prisoners 
and (b) people who are being detained in Scotland for any other reason will be 
included in the COVID-19 vaccine rollout in accordance with the priorities set for the 
population as a whole. 
S5W-34042 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason appointments for a second dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine are 
reportedly 28 days after the first rather than 21; whether this decision was made 
by ministers, and what impact this might have on the effectiveness of the vaccine. 
S5W-34044 Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on the role that (a) care and (b) support staff working in the third sector have played 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether they will be awarded the £500 
"thank you" bonus in the same way as their counterparts in the statutory sector. 
S5W-34045 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government what additional sources 
of funding are available to charities that are working to provide support to the 
hospitality sector and those who work within it during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34047 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
and advice is available for GP practices to enable them to offer face-to-face 
appointments in a safe way during the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34052 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to 
ensure that residents of Uist and Barra have access to vaccinations for COVID-19.  
 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34037
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34024
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34036
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34042
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34044
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34045
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34047
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34052
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

