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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 16 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 16 December 2020 can be found on pages 26 and 
27. 
 
Portfolio questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 16 December are 
included at page 25. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 16 December) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into the travel restrictions 
in place between Scotland and the majority of the Common Travel Area. 
 

S5W-34103 

Michael Matheson: Travel restrictions remain essential to reduce the risk of 
spreading COVID-19 from areas of high to low prevalence. We have reviewed the 
travel restrictions in place between Scotland and the rest of the Common Travel 
Area and concluded that the current restrictions should remain in place and that 
therefore people should not travel without a reasonable excuse between Scotland 
and England, Northern Ireland, Wales, Jersey and County Donegal in the Republic 
of Ireland. Further information on these travel restrictions can be found at 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on travel and transport - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot).’ 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what COVID-19-related business support is available to cattery and 
kennel businesses, in light of reports that some have been advised that their 
business does not fall into a category where such support is available. 
 

S5W-33874  
 
Fiona Hyslop: We recognise the economic impact that the necessary restrictions 
are having on businesses of all kinds across Scotland. Through the £30 million 
Discretionary Fund we are empowering local authorities to support businesses and 
self-employed people in their area who require additional financial support, including 
supply chain businesses impacted by restrictions. 
 
This fund is specifically designed to target businesses who have not received direct 
financial support through other Scottish Government schemes, and recognises the 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-travel-and-transport/
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insight that councils have on the business community in their area and where 
funding would be most effectively deployed in supporting local economies. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide further funding support to businesses in areas currently 
subject to Level 4 restrictions, in light of reports that the Scottish Retail Consortium 
estimates that non-food shops will miss out on £270 million in lost revenues over the 
three weeks of restrictions. 
 

S5W-33633  
 
Fiona Hyslop: We have now committed £570 million to support businesses between 
October 2020 and March 2021 which includes the £185 million announced by the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 December. This is comprised of the strategic 
framework business fund, local business support packages, the newly self-employed 
hardship fund and local authority discretionary business funding. 
 
Our Strategic Framework Business Fund has been specifically designed to respond 
to the differing restrictions that are placed on businesses in accordance with the 
Protection Levels as set out in the Strategic Framework. As such businesses are 
eligible for a higher level of financial support (up to £3,000 every four weeks) if they 
are required to close due to COVID-19 regulations compared to what they receive if 
their operations are restricted by regulation (up to £2,100 every four weeks). As 
Protection Level 4 mandates the closure of non-essential retail, these businesses 
will automatically receive financial support in order to assist them with the costs that 
they incur while closed. 
 
In discussion with CoSLA we have also ring-fenced £5 million of the £30 million 
Local Authority Discretionary Fund specifically for allocation to local authorities in 
subject to Tier 4 restrictions between 20 November and 11 December in recognition 
of the additional challenges they are experiencing as a result of being subject tighter 
restrictions. Unlike previous funds which have been targeted towards specific groups 
or sectors impacted by COVID-19, the Discretionary Fund seeks to empower local 
authorities to direct additional financial support to specific groups or sectors within 
the business community where this is required. This recognises the insight that 
councils have on the business community in their area and where funding would be 
most effectively deployed in supporting local economies. 
 
We recognise that we cannot make up for all of the losses experienced by 
businesses due to COVID-19 restrictions within the funding we have available, we 
hope that the support provided through the funds set out above as well as the 
additional £185 million announced by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 8 
December will support businesses to weather the challenging months that lie ahead. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government who will be responsible for identifying and contacting school pupils and 
staff should COVID-19 cases come to light immediately prior to or during the 
Christmas break, and what guidance has been issued to headteachers, school staff 
and trade unions on this. 
 

S5W-33752  
 
John Swinney: We recognise the need to minimise school staff being required to 
support contact tracing activities over the holiday period. Public Health Scotland are 
working with local Health Protection teams and Directors of Education to put in place 
arrangements for each local authority. This will ensure that, in the event of a case 
within a school, the relevant individuals are in place to identify and get in touch with 
close contacts. Details of these arrangements will be shared as appropriate. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what financial support is available to teachers who may be asked to 
take unpaid leave if their own children are required to self-isolate. 
 

S5W-33767  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government, along with public, private and third sector 
partners and the Scottish Trades Union Congress (STUC) issued a joint statement 
outlining fair work expectations in July to support the transition out of lockdown and a 
principle of no detriment. The statement still applies now and we remain committed 
to the principle of no detriment. 
 
It is important that employers are as supportive as possible and that mitigation 
measures are put in place. We would not expect teachers to be financially penalised, 
however pay and conditions for teachers are matters for the Scottish Negotiating 
Committee (SNCT) to determine and discussions on this issue are underway as a 
matter of urgency. The Scottish government will play our part in those discussions. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is reports of teachers being asked to take unpaid 
leave if their children have to self-isolate, and whether it believes this will 
disproportionately affect women. 
 

S5W-33776  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government, along with public, private and third sector 
partners and the Scottish Trades Union Congress (STUC) issued a joint statement 
outlining fair work expectations in July to support the transition out of lockdown and a 
principle of no detriment. The statement still applies now and we remain committed 
to the principle of no detriment. 
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It is important that employers are as supportive as possible and that mitigation 
measures are put in place. We would not expect teachers to be financially penalised, 
however pay and conditions for teachers are matters for the Scottish Negotiating 
Committee (SNCT) to determine and discussions on this issue are underway as a 
matter of urgency. The Scottish Government will play our part in those discussions. 
 
We currently have no evidence regarding any disproportionate effects on women, 
but will keep this issue under careful review. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the provision of free school meals in primary schools has been 
impacted by COVID-19 regulations, and whether there has been a reduction in 
uptake or availability. 
 

S5W-33780  
 
John Swinney: Our most recent data on uptake of free school meals is contained 
within the Schools Healthy Living Survey Statistics Report, which was published on  
8 September 2020. This survey was carried in February 2020 therefore the data 
contained within this report pre-dates the introduction of any COVID-19 related 
regulations. 
 
We do not hold further information about uptake rates since then, although individual 
Local Authorities may hold information on uptake of free school meals since schools 
reopened in August. With regards to alternative provision for families eligible for free 
school meals whilst the schools were closed, Scottish Government officials 
monitored returns from local authorities during the summer which showed that up to 
175,000 children and young people were receiving alternative provision in lieu of free 
school meals. 
 
Despite the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, education authorities continue to 
have a statutory duty, under section 53 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980, to 
promote the availability of school lunches at all schools under their management and 
to encourage all children and young people in attendance to consume them, and to 
ensure that all food and drink served their in schools complies with the standards set 
out in The Nutritional Requirements for Food and Drink in Schools (Scotland) 
Regulations 2008. 
 
In addition, education authorities continue to have a statutory duty to take all 
reasonable steps to ensure that any child or young person who is entitled to free 
school lunches receives them. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to engage with young people, particularly from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, who may not have engaged with learning during the 
initial lockdown and who may not have returned when schools reopened. 
 

S5W-33770  
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John Swinney: Schools and local authorities are responsible for supporting 
children's learning. We have taken a range of steps to support them in this role: 
 
Guidance: Our “Coronavirus (COVID-19): support for continuity in learning guidance” 
(published July 2020, updated October 2020) provides advice on how to support 
vulnerable children and young people in relation to mental health, transitions, and 
blended/remote learning and reinforces the need for multi-agency working. Schools 
can access further national guidance on promoting and managing school 
attendance, as well as attainment adviser support on attendance. 
 
Funding and programmes of support: We are investing £182 million via the 
Attainment Scotland Fund in 2020-21, supporting the attainment and achievement of 
learners from disadvantaged backgrounds. We are undertaking an Equity Audit to 
deepen our understanding of the impact of COVID-19 on children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, and to set clear areas of focus for accelerating 
recovery. The national e-learning offer is ensuring that remote learning is supported 
for those who need it, expanding access to live lessons, recorded lessons and online 
digital learning. We are tackling digital exclusion amongst disadvantaged children 
and young people through our £25m investment in devices and connectivity. 
 
Health and Wellbeing: Education Scotland has produced a range of professional 
learning opportunities as well as a series of wakelets (online resources) focusing on 
health and wellbeing. Data on the availability of school counselling services are 
being analysed. We expect a summary analysis to be published early next year. 
School staff also have access to a wide range of mental health training such as 
Scottish Mental Health First Aid and LIAM ('Let's Introduce Anxiety Management') for 
mild anxiety interventions. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to ensure that teachers with underlying medical 
conditions who are advised by medical professionals to stay at home do not face 
discrimination. 
 

S5W-33772  
 
John Swinney: All our teachers are entitled to feel safe at work and we expect local 
authorities to make sure appropriate arrangements are in place for them. 
 
The Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the risks in schools was 
developed with input from members of the Covid-19 Education Recovery Group 
(CERG), including local authorities. The most recent version of the guidance was 
published on 30th October 2020. This guidance is intended to help managers have 
supportive conversations with staff in a non-discriminatory way. The guidance also 
makes clear local authorities’ responsibilities as employers to comply with the 
provisions of the Equality Act 2010, in relation to ensuring that any arrangements 
they put in place, including any requirement for an individual to work from home to 
ensure their safety, are non-discriminatory. 
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A full EQIA has also been undertaken in conjunction with the development of the 
return to schools guidance and published alongside it on the Scottish Government 
website. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what measures are in place to enable teachers to continue to work 
when they are advised to stay at home by medical professionals due to underlying 
medical conditions. 
 

S5W-33774 

John Swinney: Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the risks in schools 
sets out the considerations that education and authorities should take to ensure that 
appropriate arrangements are made for those who are asked to shield (at protection 
level 4). This is available from Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the 
risks in schools - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) The guidance also sets out the 
considerations that should be made for school staff who have underlying health 
conditions. This is available from Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on reducing the 
risks in schools - gov.scot (www.gov.scot).  
 
In both cases the appropriate arrangements which may be put in place would be 
determined by individualised risk assessment. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Gordon MacDonald (Edinburgh Pentlands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how much it has allocated to each local authority to respond to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33912 

Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government have committed an additional £791.9 
million in COVID related funding to support local authority services, including the 
estimated consequentials of £90 million for a lost income scheme. The following 
table includes £607.1 million of that funding with local authorities receiving their fair 
share of a further £184.8 million which is currently undistributed but will be allocated 
following parliamentary approval. 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY AMOUNT 

 £M 

ABERDEEN CITY 19.404 

ABERDEENSHIRE 26.247 

ANGUS 12.494 

ARGYLL & BUTE 10.137 

CLACKMANNANSHIRE 6.147 

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY 17.707 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/protection-levels-3-and-4/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/scientific-and-public-health-advice/#specialconsiderations
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/scientific-and-public-health-advice/#specialconsiderations
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DUNDEE CITY 18.586 

EAST AYRSHIRE 14.844 

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE 11.185 

EAST LOTHIAN 11.059 

EAST RENFREWSHIRE 10.566 

EDINBURGH CITY OF 45.825 

EILEAN SIAR 3.634 

FALKIRK 17.407 

FIFE 42.516 

GLASGOW CITY 78.600 

HIGHLAND 27.229 

INVERCLYDE 9.866 

MIDLOTHIAN 9.914 

MORAY 9.712 

NORTH AYRSHIRE 17.313 

NORTH LANARKSHIRE 40.672 

ORKNEY ISLANDS 3.184 

PERTH & KINROSS 15.102 

RENFREWSHIRE 20.396 

SCOTTISH BORDERS 12.717 

SHETLAND ISLANDS 3.403 

SOUTH AYRSHIRE 12.283 

SOUTH LANARKSHIRE 36.332 

STIRLING 9.821 

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE 11.658 

WEST LOTHIAN 21.188 

TOTAL 607.146 

 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-32799 by Joe Fitzpatrick on 10 November 
2020, whether the scientific evidence on transmission mentioned in the answer will 
be published. 
 

S5W-33685  
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Joe FitzPatrick: I refer to my previous answer in S5W-32799 and reiterate that an 
evidence paper is currently being prepared and will be published as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to lowering the age that a person 
becomes eligible to receive a flu vaccination from 55 to 50. 
 

S5W-33730  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: In light of the COVID pandemic and following the advice from the 
JCVI, we felt it was necessary to extend the eligibility of the flu vaccination to 
vulnerable groups and all those aged 55 and over, and those aged 50-54 if vaccine 
supplies allows. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the cost is of the flu vaccination programme in 2020, and what the 
cost was in each of the previous three years. 
 

S5W-33731  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: While our aim is to provide information wherever possible, the 
Scottish Government does not hold this information, which is individually held by 
Health Boards, and may be available upon direct request. 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its position is on the statement on page 65 of the final 
report of The Independent Review of Learning Disability and Autism in the Mental 
Health Act that "there is evidence that some psychotropic medication is being used 
in Scotland to manage behaviour rather than the purposes for which it was 
developed and approved". 
 

S5W-33852  
 
Clare Haughey: Scottish Government are considering all 107 recommendations of 
the Independent Review of Learning Disability and Autism in the Mental Health Act in 
order to respond fully. 
 
Preparations were underway to issue this response by April 2020 but this work was 
paused in March 2020 owing to the impacts of the Coronavirus pandemic. The 
Scottish Government continues to carefully consider the recommendations to better 
fulfil our obligation to promote and protect the human rights of autistic people and/or 
people with learning disabilities living in Scotland. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance will be issued to (a) home carers, (b) district nurses and 
(c) emergency workers required to enter private homes when the COVID-19 
restrictions are eased over the festive period. 
 

S5W-33574  
 
Jeane Freeman: Consideration is being given on whether additional guidance is 
needed for home carers, district nurses and emergency workers required to enter 
private homes when the COVID-19 restrictions are eased over the festive period. 
This consideration will take account of existing mitigating measures put in place to 
reduce the risk of contracting COVID-19 in the workplace such as appropriate use of 
PPE. 
 
People in households meeting over the festive period are also expected to follow 
infection and protection control public health advice such as letting in as much fresh 
air possible both during and after a visit, keeping two metres away from people not in 
their usual household, washing hands frequently and cleaning door handles and 
surfaces regularly. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether all allied health professionals, who have the necessary 
prescribing rights and are trained to do so, will be utilised to help administer the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33612  
 
Jeane Freeman: An existing core of trained and experienced vaccinators from the 
flu programme will transition to the Covid vaccination programme during this month 
and next and we are actively recruiting from NHS Scotland’s accelerated recruitment 
portal, and drawing from the wider clinical workforce of general practitioners, 
pharmacists, dentists and optometrists and others who have necessary prescribing 
authorisation. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will introduce daily testing at care homes over the Christmas period to 
protect residents, staff and visitors from an increased risk of COVID-19 transmission. 
 

S5W-33625  
 
Jeane Freeman: I set out, on 25 November, priorities for expanding testing in social 
care, including the introduction of testing for designated care home visitors and we 
will start to roll this out to 14 ‘early adopter’ care homes from 7 December and issue 
lateral flow test kits to all care homes from 14th December. It is possible that not all 
homes will be able to start lateral flow testing before Christmas, and so we will 
provide PCR testing during the festive period. Our strategy is in line with the clinical 
and public health priorities identified through the review of our testing strategy which 
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can be found at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-
testing-strategy-october-2020/ 
 
From January, this will include extending our testing programme to care-at-home 
staff, including permanent and visiting staff and personal assistants in a person's 
home, covering residential settings, sheltered housing and day care. 
 
Testing remains one measure of protection against COVID-19, alongside a strong 
emphasis on robust infection prevention and control measures, including the use of 
PPE, the extended use of face masks, physical distancing and good hygiene. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
proportion of COVID-19 deaths has been people diagnosed with a pre-existing 
respiratory disease. 
 

S5W-33724 

Jeane Freeman: In Scotland between March and October 2020, there were 4,756 
deaths involving COVID-191, of which 727 had a respiratory condition2 recorded on 
their death certificate as the main pre-existing condition3. This represents 15% of 
deaths.  
 
1 Deaths where COVID-19 was mentioned on the death certificate either as the 
underlying cause or a contributory cause. 
 
2 Includes the following respiratory conditions (ICD-10 codes in brackets): 
 

- Acute respiratory infections other than influenza and pneumonia (J00 - J06, 
J20 - J22) 

 - Influenza and pneumonia (J09 - J18)  

 - Chronic lower respiratory diseases (J40 - J47) 

 - Pulmonary oedema and other interstitial pulmonary diseases (J80 - J84) 

 - Respiratory failure (R96) 

 
3 Pre-existing conditions are defined as a health condition mentioned on the death 
certificate which either came before COVID-19 or was an independent contributory 
factor in the death. Where only COVID-19 was recorded on the death certificate, or 
only COVID-19 and subsequent conditions caused by COVID-19 were recorded, 
these deaths are referred to as having no pre-existing conditions. We have used 
methodology developed by ONS to determine the main pre-existing condition. This is 
defined as the one pre-existing condition that is, on average, most likely to be the 
underlying cause of death for a person of that age and sex had they not died from 
COVID-19. For more detail on how pre-existing conditions and main pre-existing 
conditions are derived, refer to 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/d
eaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeaths
involvingcovid19march2020 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-review-of-testing-strategy-october-2020/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeathsinvolvingcovid19march2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeathsinvolvingcovid19march2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeathsinvolvingcovid19march2020
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what investment it has made in the infrastructure required to implement 
the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33735  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government began its roll out of the COVID-19 
vaccine on 8 December, following approval of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine by the 
MHRA. Initial doses will be administered within existing estate and therefore there 
have been no additional costs to infrastructure. 
 
Officials are currently working with NHS Boards to understand anticipated costs of 
the vaccination programme, including costs as further vaccines are approved. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it will take to ensure that face-to-face 
appointments with clinicians are restarted as a priority for people with complex 
needs, many of whom have issues with communication, which means that they are 
unable to access help by telephone or online, and who may also not have had a 
face-to-face appointment since before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-33739  
 
Jeane Freeman: General practice has continued to provide services to patients 
throughout the pandemic, albeit with unavoidable restrictions to accommodate 
necessary infection prevention and control.   
 
Patients with complex needs continue to receive the support of GP practices which 
are working hard to prioritise those at high clinical risk both through remote 
consultations and, where appropriate, face to face appointments including where 
patients have difficulties with remote access. 
 
Where MSPs have specific concerns on behalf of their constituents on the availability 
of services from an independent contractor to the NHS, the relevant NHS Board 
should be able to assist in the first instance. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5T-02539 by Jeane Freeman on 24 November 2020 
(Official Report, c.3), in light of the cabinet secretary's comment that "COVID-19-
positive patients are not routinely being discharged to care homes", whether it will 
confirm how many such patients have been discharged to care homes in each month 
since February 2020, also broken down by how many (a) of them or their families 
were subject to full clinical consultation and (b) full risk assessments were carried out 
prior to discharge. 
 

S5W-33504  
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Jeane Freeman: Public Health Scotland is progressing work to improve the 
systematic recording of information on hospital records to identify when a person is 
either admitted from or discharged to a care home. PHS are currently testing their IT 
systems, with the intention that NHS Boards should commence recording and 
submitting this information in the new year. This information will be submitted to PHS 
as part of the routine datasets.  
 
Information on the number of Covid-19 positive patients discharged from hospital to 
care homes between March and May is available in the Public Health Scotland 
Report Discharges from NHSScotland hospitals to care homes available at 
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-
19/discharges-from-nhsscotland-hospitals-to-care-homes/ 
 
Details of clinical consultations and any risk assessments carried out as part of the 
discharge process did not form part of this report. This information will be contained 
in individual patient records, held by Health Boards. 
 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what progress has been made with the 
mutual aid arrangement between NHS Forth Valley and NHS Lanarkshire regarding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and what impact this arrangement has had on its decisions 
relating to the COVID-19 Strategic Framework restriction levels for each local 
authority within the NHS boards' areas. 
 

S5W-33516  
 
Jeane Freeman: As set out in our NHS Winter Preparedness Plan, our over-riding 
priority continues to be that the NHS is not overwhelmed in the coming weeks and 
months. We continue to work closely with all Health Boards, including NHS Forth 
Valley and NHS Lanarkshire, to ensure they have robust plans in place to deal with a 
range of pressures on capacity, including COVID-19 and the normal winter 
pressures; whilst maintaining as many non-Covid services as possible, in addition to 
emergency and urgent care.  
 
Mutual aid arrangements are also in place between NHS Boards to ensure that there 
is enough capacity across the system to deal with peak levels of demand. In recent 
times, NHS Forth Valley has provided such assistance to NHS Lanarkshire across a 
range of specialties, including intensive care, breast cancer and orthopaedics. This 
activity is kept under close review by NHS clinicians and managers.  
 
The mutual aid arrangements in place are taken into account by the National 
Incident Management Team, and inform the expert advice they provide to the 
Scottish Government on Ministers’ decision-making of the COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework protection levels. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/discharges-from-nhsscotland-hospitals-to-care-homes/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/discharges-from-nhsscotland-hospitals-to-care-homes/
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it has asked its advisory group on COVID-19 to 
publish the full minutes of its meetings. 
 

S5W-33525  
 
Jeane Freeman: I announced on 29 October 2020 in S5W-32889 that, with effect 
from the next meeting of the Covid-19 Advisory Group, the minutes of the meetings 
would be expanded to provide more detail than the previous summary format. The 
minutes of the first meeting of the Advisory Group following the announcement on 2 
November are published on the Scottish Government website at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-
minutes-2-november-2020/ 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether unpaid carers who are not in receipt of Carer's 
Allowance for whatever reason will be eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine in the first 
wave of delivery and, if so, how will they be identified. 
 

S5W-33551  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Joint Committee on Vaccinations and Immunisations have 
identified the groups to be prioritised within the first phase of vaccinations, including 
everyone over 50, and people under 50 with particular conditions. This approach is 
designed to address approximately 99% of the vaccine-preventable mortality from 
Covid-19. Their recommendation states that vaccinations should be prioritised in this 
order: 
 
1) Residents in care homes for older adults and their carers 
2) All those 80 years of age and over, frontline health and social care workers 
3) All those 75 years of age and over 
4) All those 70 years of age and over, clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 
5) All those 65 years of age and over 
6) All individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which  
put them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality – unpaid carers are included 
within this group 
7) All those 60 years of age and over 
8) All those 55 years of age and over 
9) All those 50 years of age and over 
 
We will work with health boards, local authorities and carers’ organisations to ensure 
that all eligible unpaid carers receive the information they need to come forward for 
vaccination and are actively considering what other communication awareness can 
be used. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-november-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-covid-19-advisory-group-minutes-2-november-2020/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether the COVID-19 vaccines available in Scotland will 
be safe for use by pregnant women and, if so, whether they will be prioritised in the 
earlier waves of the vaccines' delivery. 
 

S5W-33555  
 
Jeane Freeman: There is no data as yet on the safety of COVID-19 vaccines in 
pregnancy, either from human or animal studies. Given the lack of evidence, the 
JCVI favours a precautionary approach, and does not currently advise COVID-19 
vaccination in pregnancy. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether chiropractors will be classed as healthcare 
workers and included in the first wave of delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33558  
 
Jeane Freeman: At present there are no plans to include chiropractors in the first 
wave of the COVID-19 Vaccine Delivery. 
 
The Scottish Government are following the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. This evidence 
based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from COVID-19 is 
increasing age and that the risk increases exponentially with age. Additionally the 
committee considers frontline health and social care workers who provide direct care 
to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish figures 
for the number of doses of opioids prescribed during the COVID-19 pandemic for 
severe pain, and what assessment it has carried out of any increased usage due to 
the postponement or cancellation of operations. 
 

S5W-33652  
 
Jeane Freeman: Information on prescribing in the community is available on the 
Public Health Scotland website. This can be accessed here 
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/prescriptions-in-the-community. 
 
 
However, it is not possible to provide the information in the manner requested as the 
reason prescriptions are provided to a patient is not given. It is not possible to 
differentiate between the different reasons opiates could be prescribed. In addition, it 

https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/prescriptions-in-the-community


 

15 
 

is not possible to identify if an increase in usage is due to a change or worsening in 
symptoms or due to delayed procedures. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what resources it will allocate to support people with so-called long-COVID, in light of 
the £10 million in additional funding in England that is being used towards 
establishing long-COVID clinics. 
 

S5W-33660  
 
Jeane Freeman: On 29 September, the Scottish Government confirmed additional 
funding of £1.1 billion across NHS Boards and Health and Social Care Partnerships 
to help them meet COVID-19 related costs and remobilisation of services. 
 
We are working with the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence and the 
Royal College of GPs in developing a clinical guideline on the persistent effects of 
COVID-19. This guideline, which will be published shortly, will support GPs and 
clinicians in identifying ongoing symptoms and provide a definition of best practice 
investigation and treatment options to support individuals suffering. 
 
The guideline work and our deepening understanding of the symptoms and impact of 
long COVID-19 will help us continue to tailor the holistic diagnosis and the treatment 
which patients need. Work is underway in discussion with RCGP and others and led 
by our Deputy National Clinical Director to establish a clear diagnostic and clinical 
pathway, drawing together relevant specialists but with the general practice as the 
key interface, with the patient and secondary care.  
 
The knowledge and expertise within our NHS in Scotland is already delivering care 
tailored to the individual needs of people who are unfortunately experiencing longer 
term symptoms of Covid-19 infection. This care is across a wide range of 
specialisms as appropriate. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will announce the successful bids that have been made to the Chief Scientist 
Office's fund into applied research on the longer-term effects of so-called long-
COVID. 
 

S5W-33661  
 
Jeane Freeman: We aim to be in a position to announce the funding decisions by 
late December 2020. 
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Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what action it is taking to analyse the reasons for the reported increase in waiting 
times in ophthalmology services, including the impact of "do not" and "cannot attend" 
cases. 
 

S5W-33689  
 
Jeane Freeman: Where Health Boards have concerns about cannot attend (CNA) 
and do not attend (DNA) rates, patients are being contacted and encouraged to 
attend an appointment when one is offered. Patients are being risk stratified on a 
continual basis ensuring that those with sight-threatening conditions are prioritised. 
Health Boards also have strict Health and Safety and infection control measures in 
place to support patient pathways. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether day carers who support foster carers and families 
will be eligible for the £500 one-off "thank you" bonus. 
 

S5W-33699  
 
Maree Todd: Day carers who support foster carers and families will not be eligible 
for the £500 one-off "thank you" bonus. Further detail on the pro rata £500 bonus 
scheme, which will be funded from the Scottish Government's COVID-19 support 
package, is available at https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-500-bonus-for-health-and-
social-care-staff/ 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people with a diagnosed pre-existing respiratory condition have died each 
month after contracting COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33723 

Jeane Freeman: Deaths involving COVID (1) where the main pre-existing condition 
(2) was a respiratory condition (3) Scotland, 2020 
 

Month4 Number of deaths 

March 80 

April 374 

May 125 

June 32 

July 7 

August 4 

September 9 

October 96 

Total 727 

 

https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-500-bonus-for-health-and-social-care-staff/
https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-500-bonus-for-health-and-social-care-staff/
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1 Deaths where COVID-19 was mentioned on the death certificate either as the 
underlying cause or a contributory cause. 
 
2 Pre-existing conditions are defined as a health condition mentioned on the death 
certificate which either came before COVID-19 or was an independent contributory 
factor in the death. Where only COVID-19 was recorded on the death certificate, or 
only COVID-19 and subsequent conditions caused by COVID-19 were recorded, 
these deaths are referred to as having no pre-existing conditions. We have used 
methodology developed by ONS to determine the main pre-existing condition. This is 
defined as the one pre-existing condition that is, on average, most likely to be the 
underlying cause of death for a person of that age and sex had they not died from 
COVID-19. For more detail on how pre-existing conditions and main pre-existing 
conditions are derived, refer to 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/d
eaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeaths
involvingcovid19march2020 
 
3 Includes the following respiratory conditions (ICD-10 codes in brackets): 
- Acute respiratory infections other than influenza and pneumonia (J00-J06, J20-J22) 
- Influenza and pneumonia (J09-J18) 
- Chronic lower respiratory diseases (J40-J47) 
- Pulmonary oedema and other interstitial pulmonary diseases (J80-J84) 
- Respiratory failure (R96) 
 
4 Based on date of occurrence  
 
 
Gail Ross (Caithness and Sutherland and Ross) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when COVID-19 home testing kits will be available in 
the Caithness, Sutherland and Ross constituency. 
 

S5W-32971  
 
Jeane Freeman: Home testing kits are provided through the UK Government's 
Extended Testing Programme, and the provision of kits in the Caithness, Sutherland 
and Ross constituency is a matter for the UK government. We are continuing to 
liaise with them to ensure kits are made available across as many areas as possible. 
 
NHS Highland have processes in place to support local communities to access 
testing if they are unable to access home test kits. 
 
In addition, Mobile Testing Units are currently stationed at Fort William, Ullapool, 
Dornoch, Kingussie and Thurso twice weekly, and in Portree on a Monday and 
Broadford on a Thursday. 
 
Officials are working on further rollout of walk-through Local Test Sites and a number 
of locations are under consideration, including sites within the Highland Health Board 
area. 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeathsinvolvingcovid19march2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeathsinvolvingcovid19march2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/deaths/methodologies/measuringpreexistinghealthconditionsindeathcertificationdeathsinvolvingcovid19march2020
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what forward planning it is undertaking for 
the possibility that COVID-19 vaccination is required annually. 
 

S5W-33276  
 
Jeane Freeman: We do not yet know whether the vaccines prevent transmission of 
the virus, nor how long the protection offered by the vaccines lasts and clinical 
studies on these matters are ongoing. This will inform the Scottish Government’s 
plans for COVID-19 vaccination following this first programme, along with details 
about the supply of approved vaccines, details of approved COVID-19 vaccines’ 
characteristics and clinical and scientific advice from advisory and regulatory bodies. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what criteria are applied when determining whether to move areas from level 3 under 
the COVID-19 restrictions to level 4. 
 

S5W-33308  
 
Jeane Freeman: Under our Coronavirus (COVID-19): Scotland’s Strategic 
Framework (https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-
framework/) an area is considered for Level 4 when it broadly meets one of the 
following conditions: 
 
1. More than 300 cases of covid-19 over 7 days per 100,000 people for the local 
authority. 
2. Over 10% positive tests over 7 days for the local authority – twice the rate for 
national concern given by the World Health Organisation. 
3. Probability over 75% of 500 cases over 7 days per 100,000 forecast for the local 
authority in two weeks’ time. 
4. The projection of hospital bed use in the health board in three weeks’ time is 
greater than the health board’s estimated capacity. 
5. The projection of ICU bed use in the health board in two weeks’ time is greater 
than twice its normal capacity. 
 
This data is also considered alongside other local, regional and national factors, 
including an assessment of the Four Harms, which include wider health, societal and 
economic impacts, as well as consideration of rates in neighbouring areas. 
 
That data, together with the view of the National IMT and the recommendations of 
our Senior Clinical Advisers and considered by the Government who reach an 
evaluative judgement on the necessary steps to be taken for all local authority areas. 
 
The evidence behind each review is provided on the Scottish Government’s website, 
with that for the review on which Ministers made the decision to put Local Authorities 
into Level 4 at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-
levels-to-local-authorities-17-november-2020/ 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities-17-november-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities-17-november-2020/
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Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many staff are working in Scotland on the Coronavirus (COVID-
19): ONS Infection Survey, broken down by (a) role, (b) qualifications required and 
(c) level of pay; who they are employed by; how many survey teams there are, and 
how current staff numbers compare with forecasts. 
 

S5W-33467  
 
Jeane Freeman: This is a matter for the Office for National Statistics who is 
conducting the survey on behalf of the Scottish Government. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-32056 by Jeane 
Freeman on 25 September 2020, what discussions are taking place regarding free 
hospital parking after January 2021. 
 

S5W-33479  
 
Jeane Freeman: In September 2020, the Scottish Government reached an 
agreement with the three PFI hospital car park providers to extend the free car 
parking arrangements until January 2021. This extension of free parking continues to 
support staff and remove the barriers to our staff working with the NHS during these 
unprecedented times.  
 
The Health Boards, together with the PFI providers, are currently reviewing the 
options for beyond that period. Parliament will be updated once these discussions 
have concluded, but as they are commercially sensitive negotiations we are not in a 
position to provide further detail at this point. 
 
 
Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to provide certification for people who have been 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33489  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government currently has no plans to provide specific 
certification for people who have received a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason it has decided not to advise people who were on the 
shielding list to start to shield again, in light of a number having to attend their 
workplaces at a time when the rate of COVID-19 infection is rising. 
 

S5W-32547  
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Jeane Freeman: Much more is known about the virus than at the beginning of the 
pandemic and our advice about how to protect ourselves has continued to adapt and 
evolve accordingly. We also now know that shielding had a detrimental impact on 
people’s lives, families and physical and mental wellbeing.  
 
Clinical evidence indicates asking people to return to shielding would not offer the 
best protection. The best way to do so is to reduce the spread of the virus in our 
communities.  
 
The new Strategic Framework published on 23 October introduced enhanced advice 
at each of the protection levels to protect people with the highest clinical risk 
covering areas like work, schools, shopping and contact with others.  
 
We are encouraging people to adapt this advice to make it right for them. It is a 
personal decision how to balance the benefits of protection with quality of life. To 
support this and to assist those with specific health conditions, we are sending 
everyone on the shielding list a booklet called Balancing the risks of daily activities 
during coronavirus’ which should arrive the week commencing 7 December.  
 
We have also promoted the PHS dashboard data on local prevalence at 
neighbourhood levels through a letter from CMO, the text messaging service, social 
media, the FM’s briefing and online at mygov.scot.  
 
Workplaces  
 
Our guidance in relation to work is that those who are on the shielding list should 
follow the general advice for everyone and work from home where possible. 
Employers should make sure their staff can work from home if possible.  
 
However, where it is not possible to work from home, the majority of workplaces can 
be made safe and at all protection levels across 0 – 4, people who are on the 
shielding list can continue to go into work following any necessary adjustments to 
make the work place safe.  
It is the employer’s responsibility to make the workplace safe. In addition, we 
encourage the use of the individual workplace risk assessment tool (COVIDage 
calculator) to highlight personal risk and inform employer/ employee discussions 
about any further adjustments or arrangements needed. Where employees or 
employers still have concerns there are wider routes to seek further information and 
support including Occupational Health, Health and Safety Executive, HR, Trade 
Unions and professional bodies.  
 
For those in protection level 4, the Chief Medical Officer issued a letter with advice 
on going to work and which also served a similar purpose to a fit note. The letter 
does not automatically mean people need to stay off work. If the employer has done 
all they can and still can’t make the workplace and duties covid-safe, or, if people are 
unable to travel to work in a covid-safe way, they can use the letter as evidence that 
they can’t go to work while the area is at level 4.  
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We don’t believe a return to full shielding in necessary. We want to provide those on 
the shielding list with information, advice and tools so that they can make decisions 
about their own day to day interactions and activities including work. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what further consideration it has given to making routine COVID-19 
testing available for care home visitors. 
 

S5W-32966  
 
Jeane Freeman: As outlined to Parliament on 25 November, lateral flow devices will 
be used to offer testing to designated care home visitors on the day of their visit. This 
will be rolled out to 14 early adopter care homes across five Local Authorities by 7th 
of December, learning from this will be used to inform wider rollout. Testing kits will 
start to be delivered to care homes across Scotland from 14 December. It is possible 
that not all homes will be able to start lateral flow testing before Christmas, therefore 
PCR testing will also be available over the festive period. 
 
Twice weekly testing using lateral flow devices will be rolled out to healthcare 
professionals who visit care homes from the beginning of December, as part of a 
wider extension of routine testing including all patient-facing NHS Staff in hospitals, 
in the Scottish Ambulance Service and in COVID assessment centres. From 11 
January this will be extended to non-NHS staff including independent contractors or 
statutory body staff who attend care homes or provide care at home at least twice 
per week and have to be within 1 metre of residents, clients or patients. 
 
Testing is only one measure of protection against COVID-19, alongside a strong 
emphasis on robust infection prevention and control measures, including the use of 
PPE, the extended use of face masks, physical distancing and good hygiene. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to care homes 
that have not yet implemented the visitation guidance and are not allowing window 
and outdoor visits, as well as indoor visits, for family members of residents. 
 

S5W-33754  
 
Jeane Freeman: Visiting is a fundamental part of the health and wellbeing of those 
who live in care homes and the Scottish Government recognises the impact that 
visiting restrictions has had on care home residents and their loved ones. We are 
continuing to work to support homes to make visiting available, whilst protecting 
those who are at most risk from this virus. 
 
We have been regularly updating our guidance, which is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-
guidance/ and this was most recently updated on 4 December for care homes over 
the festive period. It reiterates that care homes should support indoor visiting and 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
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asks for homes to support such visits generously and sympathetically, whenever it is 
safe to do so. 
 
In order to increase confidence around visiting and add another layer of protection 
we are extending asymptomatic testing for designated visitors as an added measure 
alongside PPE and Infection Prevention Control. We are distributing testing kits, and 
associated training, to all care homes across Scotland.  For any care homes that are 
unable to make use of lateral flow tests before Christmas, PCR testing of visitors will 
be available when necessary to facilitate visiting over the Christmas and New Year 
period. 
 
In consultation with Directors of Public Health, Public Health Scotland and the Chief 
Medical Officer, we are now recommending that the period of closure to new 
admissions and visitors following an outbreak is reduced from 28 days to 14 days, 
which will mean that care homes will be able to open to visitors sooner after an 
outbreak.  
 
We are also providing additional funding to support care homes with the additional 
requirements of testing and safety reporting.  
 
I have met families of Care Home Relatives Scotland on a number of occasions and 
I am committed to working with them and others to support further opportunities for 
visiting in care homes.  
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the £500 bonus scheme for NHS and social care workers will 
apply to people who are employed on zero-hours contracts. 
 

S5W-33756 

Jeane Freeman: The pro rata £500 payment is being made to NHS and social care 
staff who have been employed since 17 March 2020. The categories of workers who 
are eligible for the payment are set out in the Scottish Government's announcement. 
Providing they fall within these categories, individuals on a range of contracts are 
eligible for the payment. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how its National Cancer Recovery plan has helped blood cancer patients, 
and what unmet needs it has identified. 
 

S5W-33761  
 
Jeane Freeman: Throughout drafting our National Cancer Recovery Plan, we have 
had extensive engagement with our third sector partners, such as the Scottish 
Cancer Coalition (SCC). The SCC’s membership includes charities such as Blood 
Cancer UK, Myeloma UK and Anthony Nolan, who are able to convey the issues 
facing blood cancer patients. Alongside this engagement, Myeloma UK and Anthony 

https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-500-bonus-for-health-and-social-care-staff/
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Nolan were kind enough to share recent patient survey results with us, for 
consideration and integration into the recovery plan.  
 
These survey results helped us identify the need for more emotional and practical 
support, which we aim to address through the Transforming Cancer Care 
Programme (TCC). Through TCC, we are funding a £18 million joint partnership with 
Macmillan Cancer Support, which aims to provide cancer patients with a specialised 
nurse contact, who can provide emotional, practical and financial support. 
 
Our actions around a single point of contact for cancer patients will also help with 
improved patient communication and navigation through diagnostic and treatment 
pathways- also identified as a key issue for blood cancer patients.  
 
Additionally, Rapid collaboration is key to accessing medicines for blood cancer 
patients. We have asked that, as part of the recovery of cancer services, Healthcare 
Improvement Scotland’s (HIS) Medicines and Pharmacy Team, reframe the Off-
Label Cancer Medicines (OLCM) programme in order to support the recovery and 
ongoing delivery of cancer services in Scotland. This is being taken forward through 
the National Cancer Medicines Advisory Programme (NCMAP), hosted within HIS 
Medicines and Pharmacy team and supported by a national group of key experts 
and stakeholders. This work will build on the existing benefits of the OLCM 
programme, such as improving patient outcomes, reducing unwarranted variation 
and improve equity of access, improving service efficiency and effectiveness, and 
improvement in the quality of assessment of treatments. 
 
Alongside this, the NCMAP will reduce duplication of review and assessment beyond 
OLCM within regional prescribing groups and streamline implementation procedures. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether there is any scientific evidence of a link between the ban on 
playing background music in pubs and a reduction in COVID-19 transmission rates, 
and if (a) so, when this evidence will be published and (b) not, whether it will 
commission scientific research into this. 
 

S5W-33717  
 
Fergus Ewing: An expert advisory group, comprising industry and independent 
acoustic experts, environmental health and government officials, and industry trade 
representatives, was set up to look at how low level background sound can be safely 
managed in hospitality. Following specialist assessment and field studies the group 
presented its findings and recommendations to Ministers on a qualitative risk 
assessed approach. This takes account of the wide environmental diversity of 
hospitality premises and how they may respond to sound. The recommendations 
were agreed and guidance has been published for the sector on how to manage low 
level sound in a covid safe manner, with an effective date of 12 December. 
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Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the economic impact has been of the ban on playing background 
music in pubs to reduce COVID-19 transmission rates. 
 

S5W-33718  
 
Fergus Ewing: This has not been quantified. However, the measure to stop 
background sound in hospitality was a cautious approach pending a better 
understanding of how low level sound can be managed safely. An expert advisory 
group, comprising industry and independent acoustic experts, environmental health 
and government officials, and industry trade representatives, was set up to look at 
how low level background sound can be safely managed in hospitality. Following 
specialist assessment and field studies the group presented its findings and 
recommendations to Ministers on a qualitative risk assessed approach. This takes 
account of the wide environmental diversity of hospitality premises and how they 
may respond to sound. The recommendations were agreed and guidance has been 
published for the sector on how to manage low level sound in a covid safe manner, 
with an effective date of 12 December. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it has conducted any research or monitoring on the impact of 
the ban on background music in pubs on the volume of conversations within and 
between socially-distanced groups of customers. 
 

S5W-33719  
 
Fergus Ewing: An expert advisory group, comprising industry and independent 
acoustic experts, environmental health and government officials, and industry trade 
representatives, was set up to look at how low level background sound can be safely 
managed in hospitality, including the issues raised by the member. Following 
specialist assessment and field studies the group presented its findings and 
recommendations to Ministers on a qualitative risk assessed approach. This takes 
account of the wide environmental diversity of hospitality premises and how they 
may respond to sound. The recommendations were agreed and guidance has been 
published for the sector on how to manage low level sound in a covid safe manner, 
with an effective date of 12 December. 
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Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 16 December 2020 

Rural Economy and Tourism 

1. Colin Beattie: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it is providing to 
the holiday accommodation sector regarding the relaxation of the COVID-19 
restrictions over Christmas. (S5O-04833) 

2. Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will review the financial 
support for businesses in the rural economy and tourism sector that are affected by 
COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04834) 

3. Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what support it has provided for 
hotels during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04835) 

5. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of its importance to the 
tourist industry, what additional support it plans to provide to the hospitality sector. 
(S5O-04837) 

7. Johann Lamont: To ask the Scottish Government how it will support the recovery 
of the tourism sector in Glasgow, in light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
(S5O-04839) 

8. Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how it is preparing to 
facilitate tourism activity and events in Edinburgh over the course of 2021. (S5O-
04840) 

Justice and the Law Officers 

6. Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to the 
courts system to allow criminal jury trials to proceed during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
(S5O-04854) 

 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04833
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04834
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04835
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04837
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04839
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04840
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04840
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04854
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13021&i=117717
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Government initiated questions lodged on 16 December 2020 

S5W-34103 Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome is of 
its latest review into the travel restrictions in place between Scotland and the majority 
of the Common Travel Area. 

Written questions lodged on 16 December 2020 

S5W-34043 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33506 by Aileen Campbell on 9 December 2020, and the 
reported comments by the First Minister on the matter, what representations it has 
received regarding establishing a retail or high street voucher scheme, and what the 
timescale would be to introduce such an initiative. 
S5W-34077 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how private 
health and care providers who are qualified to administer injections but are currently 
on furlough can take part in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34087 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
publication of the final determination of charges by the Water Industry Commission, 
whether it can confirm that the water charge cap envisaged will need to rise by more 
than 2% annually above the rate of inflation if any flexibility in charges to reflect the 
economic circumstances on customers of the COVID-19 pandemic are utilised in 
2021-22 and any subsequent years. 
S5W-34097 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33586 by Joe FitzPatrick on 7 December 2020, whether it 
will provide the information that was requested regarding how many people who 
have died as a result of COVID-19 since 1 September 2020 had a post mortem. 
S5W-34098 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
it has given to allowing indoor household mixing in rural and remote parts of 
mainland Scotland that are in Level 1, in a similar way that has been allowed for 
those living in inhabited island communities. 
S5W-34102 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider removing casinos from the list of businesses required to close in areas 
subject to Level 2 COVID-19 restrictions.  
S5W-34115 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether any loan 
offered to Business Stream by Scottish Water to assist it to trade as a result of lost 
business from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, constitutes a State Aid or 
could otherwise be regarded as an anti-competitive practice by a state-owned 
company, with a monopoly, operating in a competitive market. 
S5W-34116 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the terms of any loan and repayment requirements given to Business Stream by its 
parent company, Scottish Water, in respect of support through difficult trading 
arrangements arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34118 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason drive-in 
film viewings are not allowed under Level 3 of the COVID-19 restrictions, and 
whether it will consider relaxing this rule.  
S5W-34119 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 
cases have been identified using polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing. 
S5W-34125 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government how it is complying with the 
World Health Organization (WHO) COVID-19 guidance regarding children and face 
coverings, which states that "If authorities decide to recommend mask-wearing for 
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children, key information should be collected on a regular basis to accompany and 
monitor the intervention. Monitoring and evaluation should be established at the 
onset and should include indicators that measure the impact on the child’s health, 
including mental health; reduction in transmission of SARS-CoV-2; motivators and 
barriers to mask wearing; and secondary impacts on a child’s development learning, 
attendance in school, ability to express him/herself or access school; and impact on 
children with developmental delays, health conditions, disabilities or other 
vulnerabilities." 
S5W-34127 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what specific action it 
is taking to support travel agents during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34128 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the £185 
million recently announced for struggling businesses is being allocated to the travel 
agent industry. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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