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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 17 December 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 17 December can be found on page 9. 
 
First Minister’s Questions and Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 17 
December are included at page 8. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 17 December) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the coronavirus legislation in place. 
 

S5W-34148  
 
John Swinney: Amending Regulations have today been made to the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020. These Regulations implement the changes to the level allocations 
that the First Minister announced on Tuesday, 15 December. The Regulations also 
allow in-home socialising to take place on some additional Scottish islands and 
adjust the restrictions in Level 0 and Level 1 in respect of marriage and civil 
partnership receptions and funeral wakes. 
 
These Regulations also make an amendment to the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Protection from Eviction) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to reflect the true policy 
intention of those Regulations. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/439/made. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had regarding allowing 
charities and third sector shops that are currently classified as non-essential to open 
in areas subject to restrictions to allow them to provide support to the communities 
that they serve. 
 

S5W-33744  
 
Aileen Campbell: We continue to do everything we can to support businesses in 
these unprecedented and challenging circumstances. This includes through the 
provision of grant funding through the Strategic Framework Business Support 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/439/made
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scheme, access to non-domestic rates relief and through UK Government supportive 
measures such as the Job Retention Scheme and Self-Employment Support. Non-
essential retail business in Level 4 areas can continue to sell goods using on-line, 
click and collect and telephone ordering services. 
 
While there has not been direct discussions on allowing non-essential charity shops 
to re-open the Scottish Government regularly engages with third sector partners in 
order to ensure the support we have in place is right and effective.   
 
Much of that engagement and work is delivered through the Third Sector Unit, who 
have for instance clarified the applicability of business support measures to third 
sector organisations, and ensured that charities are explicitly included in the 
Strategic Framework grants which can be accessed if charity shops were forced to 
close through level four restrictions. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance has been published regarding the operation 
and use of vending machines in public areas in each level of the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-33765  
 
Christina McKelvie: We have published an extensive suite of guidance which 
includes general safer workplaces guidance.  
 
The guidance highlights the importance of enhanced hygiene as a key plank of 
measures to create a safe workplace environment. This guidance applies across all 
COVID Protection Levels and includes specific mention of the importance of 
regularly cleaning and sanitising vending machines. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance has been published regarding the operation 
and use of courtesy coffee machines in public areas in each level of the COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-33766  
 
Christina McKelvie: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33765 on  
17 December 2020. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to make more money available to local authorities to 
improve ventilation in public buildings, in line with international best practice in many 
countries, including Germany. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-33773  
 
Kevin Stewart: The safety of all staff and building users is of paramount importance 
to the Scottish Government, that is why we have been working with a range of 
sectors and specialist organisations to develop sector specific guidance on 
ventilation. 
 
This guidance includes a range of practical solutions to enhance air flow within 
enclosed spaces, and can be achieved by straightforward solutions, such as the 
opening of windows or vents. This seeks to provide cost effective solutions to 
overcome poorer ventilation, and support employers to consider options to provide a 
Covid-safe environment for staff and customers. 
 
As we progress through the pandemic, we will of course keep under consideration 
whether this guidance needs to be supported by discreet funding for such projects. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the current level of uptake is of the flu vaccination in 2020, and 
what the uptake was in each of the three previous years. 
 

S5W-33732  
 
Joe FitzPatrick: The Scottish Government has procured vaccine to meet our aim of 
vaccinating 2.4 million people and if demand for the vaccine is a lot higher than we 
predicted, then we will prioritise those at the greatest clinical risk. 
 
The data has been placed in the Parliament’s information Centre (bib number 
62071). 
 
The uptake level in all three years between 2017-2020 has been categorised in each 
cohort. The follow data has been accessed from the Public Health Scotland. 
 
Please note: Public Health Scotland has confirmed the current data is from 2019-
2020 and the flu uptake for 2020-2021 will be published on 13 January 2021. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government on what date work with Public Health Scotland to establish 
the protocols that will provide more timely data on possible suicides will conclude; 
what data it expects this to provide and with what frequency; whether it will include 
data covering the period since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether 
this additional data will routinely be made public at the same time that it is made 
available to local services. 
 

S5W-33916  
 



4 

Clare Haughey: The protocols for timely data on possible suicides will be ready for 
implementation from the Spring. The data will cover suspected suicides identified 
through Police Scotland databases. The data will be anonymised before it is shared 
with local partnerships. We expect the data will be available monthly and will cover 
deaths from the previous month. Assessing the reliability of identifying suicides from 
this provisional data (prior to Procurator Fiscal determination of death) will be a 
factor in determining whether it will be made public. It will certainly help to inform 
local partnerships in their planning and response. 
 
National Records of Scotland will publish annual suicide data in June 2021 which will 
cover the Covid period. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent reported increase in 
waiting times, what steps it is taking to prevent avoidable sight loss because of 
delays for eye care appointments, surgery and treatment. 
 

S5W-33690  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-32899 by Jeane Freeman on 2 December 2020, 
what risk assessment has been done in each of the scenarios identified in that 
question. 
 

S5W-33711  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether disabled people of all ages who need allied health 
professional services will see enhanced investment in those services to ensure that 
they can access both urgent care or catch up on missed routine and planned 
services as a result of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33725  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what action it is taking to address the reported shortage of 
qualified anaesthetists, and how an increased demand for their services will be met, 
in light of postponed operations arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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S5W-33726  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many additional (a) NHS staff, (b) social care staff and (c) non-
medical personnel it estimates will be required in order to successfully mass 
vaccinate the population against COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33729  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) NHS staff, (b) social care staff and (c) non-medical 
personnel will be required for the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33733  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recruitment plans it has in place to increase the number of people 
able to administer the COVID-19 vaccine when it becomes available. 
 

S5W-33734  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people living with someone who is on the COVID-
19 shielding list will be included in the second wave of vaccine administration along 
with those who are shielding. 
 

S5W-33740  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will address the issue of access to the COVID-19 vaccine for people without the 
capacity to give consent. 
 

S5W-33742  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will protect the human rights of older people in care homes and hospitals throughout 
the COVID-19 vaccination scheme. 
 

S5W-33743  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the £500 bonus scheme for NHS and social care workers is 
being extended to those who live in Scotland but are employed by NHS trusts in 
northern England. 
 

S5W-33755  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government by what date it expects people with cancer to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-33758  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the financial support available to 
people with blood cancer who live in areas with high COVID-19 rates and who 
cannot work from home, and whether it is considering any changes to this. 
 

S5W-33759  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Willie Rennie (North East Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it is supporting people with blood cancer to make informed choices 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and how it is supporting them to put their choices 
into practice. 
 

S5W-33760  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether occupational therapists who work in local authority 
health and social care departments will be eligible for the £500 "thank you" bonus. 
 

S5W-33764  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance it has published on undertaking international 
travel in the period 23 to 27 December 2020. 
 

S5W-33728  
 
Michael Matheson: All Scottish Government COVID-19 guidance is published on 
the website, at: https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
  
As noted on the website, travel restrictions will be relaxed from 23 – 27 December 
(inclusive) to allow people to travel between local authority areas and the four 
nations of the UK to join their Christmas bubble. 
 
Guidance for international travel remains unchanged during the festive period: if you 
are in a tier 3 or 4 local authority area you are not allowed to travel outside of your 
local area without a reasonable excuse; if you are in tier 0, 1 or 2 you are strongly 
advised against international travel. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
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First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 17 December 2020 

7. Pauline McNeill: To ask the First Minister how the Scottish Government plans to 
help students who will lose out financially on their accommodation costs as a result 
of the staggered return to universities. (S5F-04672) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 17 December 2020 

Economy, Fair Work and Culture 

3. Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support is 
available for newly self-employed people who have not been able to access other 
forms of support during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04867) 

4. Ruth Maguire: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to engage 
with business stakeholders to inform its response to the economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04868) 

5. Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the 
GMB Scotland campaign, Give Key Workers a Break. (S5O-04869) R 

6. James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to support 
businesses that are struggling to operate during the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-
04870) 

8. Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has had with 
the supermarket sector regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-
04872) 

 
Answers to all Portfolio Questions can be found here. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04672
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13023&i=117763
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04867
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04868
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04869
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04870
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04870
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04872
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04872
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13023&i=117788
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Written questions lodged on 17 December 2020 

S5W-34131 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what its 
expectations are of teachers in relation to contact tracing over the winter holidays if a 
positive case of COVID-19 is confirmed in their school. 
S5W-34133 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider offering the COVID-19 vaccine on a 24-hours-a-day basis once stocks 
permit. 
S5W-34137 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many care 
homes (a) have and (b) do not have isolation facilities with a dedicated staff team for 
residents with COVID-19. 
S5W-34142 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what its policy is 
regarding care home residents who test positive for, or show symptoms of, COVID-
19 where their care home has no isolation facility or dedicated staff team. 
S5W-34143 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
public pools are open for private individual swimming lessons in areas subject to 
Level 3 restrictions, but club swimming training is prohibited. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34131
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34133
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34137
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34142
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34143
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

