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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 17 July 2020 
 
Written questions lodged on 17 July can be found on page 17 of this 
document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 17 July) 
 

 
Government Initiated Questions 

 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on progress to 
deliver Scotland’s Census in 2021. 
 

(S5W-30124) 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Scotland’s Census provides people, businesses and 
organisations with high quality data and analysis which is used to inform key 
decisions in relation to policy making, investment and the planning of 
services. The census also helps paint an important picture of the of the 
population, helping us to understand the similarities and differences in the 
population’s characteristics locally and nationally, now and over time. 
Therefore, it is vital that National Records of Scotland (NRS) delivers a 
census which ensures a high response rate and results in high quality outputs 
to meet the needs of its users. 
 
Delivery of the census is a substantial logistical operation for NRS, with 
preparations in the year up to census day critical to the successful delivery of 
the census. Whilst NRS had been on track to take a census on 21 March 
2021, the significant impact of COVID-19 on a range of public engagement, 
testing, procurement and operational priorities resulted in NRS asking the 
Scottish Government to consider additional options for Scotland’s Census. 
 
NRS conducted a comprehensive options assessment on the risks of COVID-
19 to the delivery of the census in March 2021. This work highlighted that a 
response rate of at least 90% needs to be achieved to produce the high 
quality census outputs required by users; the response rate for Census 2011, 
for example, was 94%. NRS has advised the Scottish Government that the 
disruption caused by COVID-19 placed delivery of next year’s census at 
considerable risk, with particular concern about the impact on achieving the 
comprehensive response necessary for the production of high quality outputs. 



 
 

 

 

 

2 
 

 

 
NRS considered a range of alternative options to mitigate the risks of COVID-
19 and these were assessed against 10 criteria. These options included 
reducing the scope of the census. The conclusion from NRS was that the only 
option around which there is confidence of securing the high level of response 
rate required was moving the date of the census to March 2022. Other 
options had an estimated response rate that fell between 60% - 80%. 
 
Therefore, NRS recommended to the Scottish Government that the census be 
taken in March 2022, as that would best secure a census that allows 
everyone to participate, and delivers its full benefit to the people of Scotland. 
We have decided to follow that recommendation. This will be only the second 
time that the census in Scotland has not been held every 10 years since 1801 
(the other exception being 1941, when no census was taken), and is a further 
sign of the unprecedented times that we are in. 
 
Scotland’s Census will now run to a different timescale to the censuses in the 
rest of the UK. NRS will work with the Office of National Statistics and the 
Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency to minimise the impact on 
UK data coherence to ensure that high quality data is available to inform 
policy, investment decisions and the planning of services that affect Scotland. 
NRS will also continue to work closely with our stakeholders and partners to 
support the needs of data users until the results from Scotland’s Census 
become available. 
 
Later this year, the Scottish Government will lay amendments to both the 
Census (Scotland) Order 2020 and Census (Scotland) Regulations 2020 that 
will allow NRS to take a census in March 2022. No other aspects of 
Scotland’s Census will be affected. 
 
 
Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support is available to businesses in the waste and 
resources sector that have been impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

(S5W-30744) 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: We recognise the challenges many businesses in 
the sector continue to face during these difficult times and have engaged with 
sector representatives to understand the support that may be needed. 
 
In partnership with Zero Waste Scotland, on 1 July we launched an initial 
package of measures to support the restoration and recovery of the sector 
following the Covid-19 crisis. This includes up to £1 million grant funding to 
help businesses maintain environmental performance and sustainability while 
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implementing the controls required to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
Resource management companies operating in Scotland can now apply for a 
grant of up to £10,000 per site to help implement physical distancing 
measures and adapt operations in response to Covid-19. Consultancy 
support will also be available to help businesses deal with issues created 
through the current pandemic and help them maximise recycling and recovery 
opportunities. 
 
The Scottish Government’s overall business support package is now worth 
more than £2.3 billion, and includes £875 million of rates relief, small business 
grants collectively worth over £1.2 billion and £185 million of additional 
support. We have also now put in place a £230 million Return to Work 
package to help stimulate the economy following the pandemic. 

 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much has been paid out to public bodies through the £30 
million Spaces for People fund. 
 

(S5W-30745) 
 

Michael Matheson: As of 10 July, our delivery partner, Sustrans, has 
awarded a total of £29,603,681 to local authorities and statutory bodies 
through the Spaces for People programme. We are also considering 
repurposing a final amount of funding from the active travel budget for 
additional bids in the pipeline amounting to £8,647,487. 
 
The fund is therefore now closed to further applications. However, I would 
urge local authorities to continue to discuss proposals for active travel 
infrastructure with Sustrans as other funding routes and programmes may be 
appropriate. 
 
I would also like to remind local authorities that the Cycling, Walking and 
Safer Routes grant distributed to every local authority through the Local 
Government Settlement, was increased by £15 million pounds this year, to 
£23.9 million pounds in total and that too should be used for active travel 
infrastructure. 
 
A breakdown of awards is shown at Table 1 
 

Table 1           Spaces for People awards by Organisation 
 

Lead Organisation Awarded 
amount 

In 
assessment 

(to be assessed 
– further bids) 

Total 
amount 

Glasgow City Council £3,500,000  £3,600,000 £7,100,000 
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City of Edinburgh 
Council 

£5,000,000   £5,000,000 

Dundee City Council £460,000  £2,000,000 £2,460,000 

Fife Council £2,420,000   £2,420,000 

The Highland Council £1,968,560   £1,968,560 

Aberdeen City 
Council 

£1,760,000   £1,760,000 

East Lothian Council £1,400,000   £1,400,000 

Perth and Kinross 
Council 

£1,098,000  £255,000 £1,353,000 

South Lanarkshire 
Council 

£1,200,000   £1,200,000 

Scottish Borders 
Council *  

£1,200,000   £1,200,000 

North Lanarkshire 
Council 

£1,066,978   £1,066,978 

East Renfrewshire 
Council 

£1,030,000   £1,030,000 

Argyll & Bute Council £315,000  £600,000 £915,000 

NHS Grampian £817,500   £817,500 

Angus Council £160,000  £628,958 £788,958 

Renfrewshire Council £545,000  £150,000 £695,000 

West Lothian Council £641,500   £641,500 

Dumfries and 
Galloway Council 

£595,000   £595,000 

Inverclyde Council £285,000  £300,000 £585,000 

East Ayrshire Council £555,000   £555,000 

Stirling Council £513,000   £513,000 

South Ayrshire 
Council 

£510,000   £510,000 

West Dunbartonshire 
Council 

£440,000  £280,000 £720,000 

North Ayrshire 
Council 

£100,000  £300,000 £400,000 

Clackmannanshire 
Council 

£367,000   £367,000 

Aberdeenshire 
Council 

£310,000   £310,000 

TACTRAN £250,000   £250,000 

Midlothian Council £157,293  £33,529 £190,822 

NHS Lanarkshire  £210,000   £210,000 

ZetTrans £200,000   £200,000 

Falkirk Council £190,000   £190,000 
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Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar 

£128,850   £128,850 

SEPA £120,000   £120,000 

Moray Council  £ 500,000  £500,000 

NHS Lothian £90,000   £90,000 

 £29,603,681 £500,000 £8,147,487 £38,251,168 

 
 
Alex Neil (Airdrie and Shotts) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress it has made in establishing a National 
Complex Mesh Removal Surgery Service. 
 

(S5W-30763) 
 

Jeane Freeman: Following a recommendation from National Specialist 
Services Committee (NSSC) and NHS Board Chief Executives, the Scottish 
Government approved the establishment of a Complex Mesh Removal 
Surgical Service supported with over £1.3 million of Scottish Government 
funding for 2020-21. 
 
The service will be delivered by a multi-disciplinary team (MDT) located within 
NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde, and will provide holistic assessment and 
surgical management for women experiencing complications from vaginal or 
abdominal mesh insertion for urinary incontinence and prolapse. 
 
While NHS Scotland continues to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
service will employ a phased introduction in the first year in offering 
assessment and treating this group of patients with complex needs. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government  

 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the service that they 
can offer to communities and vulnerable groups, for what reason church halls 
are not eligible for support in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

(S5W-30120) 
 

Aileen Campbell: On 18 March the Scottish Government announced that an 
additional £350 million would be made available to those most affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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This funding has been made available to councils, charities, businesses and 
community groups and has been designed to be flexible, cutting down on red 
tape to enable them to respond swiftly and according to local need for people 
impacted economically or through reduced contact with society. 
 
A number of church and community halls have been supported in dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This has included receiving assistance via the Third 
Sector Resilience Fund, through which many faith groups and places of 
worship have been awarded funding in recognition of the important work they 
carry out. 
 
If a church hall is in need of support those responsible for the hall should 
consult the SCVO Coronavirus Third Sector Information Hubor contact their 
local authority for further advice and guidance. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the 
Scottish Government when the results of Public Health Scotland evaluation of 
the shielding programme will be published, and how the information from 
this will be used to inform policy and decisions for providing targeted support 
for the people who are shielding. 
 

(S5W-30464) 
 

John Swinney: Public Health Scotland’s evaluation of the shielding 
programme is underway and has already informed the approach to shielding. 
One part of this work is a survey of shielding individuals and their carers, 
which received over 12,000 responses. A report on this survey work will be 
published later in the summer. 
 
The main report on the evaluation of the shielding programme is intended to 
be published in 6-9 months’ time. We recognise that there may be impacts of 
shielding beyond the pause in the advice to shield – we are considering 
further evaluation work to capture these experiences and could update on a 
timescale for publication of such work later this year. 
 
The evaluation will help us understand what support people need to enable 
them to shield, should we have to advise them to do so again in the future. 
 
 
Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, when it would expect public 

https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/


 
 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

bodies to publish their children’s rights reports, in line with the Children and 
Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, Part 1, Section 2. 
 

(S5W-30526) 
 

Maree Todd: Part 1, Section 2, of the Children and Young People (Scotland) 
Act 2014 (the 2014 Act) places a duty on specified public authorities, 
including all local authorities and health boards, to report every 3 years on the 
steps they have taken in that period to secure better or further effect of the 
requirements of the UNCRC. The first reports under this duty are due as soon 
as practicable after the 31st of March 2020. The responsibility to comply with 
the 2014 Act lies with the specified public authorities. 
 
Children’s rights and wellbeing matter now more than ever. The Covid-19 
emergency has further highlighted that children’s rights must be respected, 
protected and fulfilled, or inequality and harm for children and young people 
who are most vulnerable can grow. 
 
However, we realise that COVID-19 is placing a significant burden on public 
authorities at this time in terms of both planning and delivery of public 
services and individual personal circumstances. 
 
For that reason, Part 3 (duties in respect of reports and other documents), 
paragraph 8, of Schedule 6 (Functioning of Public Bodies) of the Coronavirus 
(Scotland) Act 2020 (2020 Act) allows for Scottish public authorities to 
postpone publishing reports or laying reports before the Scottish Parliament if 
they are of the view that doing so is likely to impede their ability to take 
effective action to prevent, protect against, delay or otherwise control the 
incidence or transmission of coronavirus. The reporting duty placed on listed 
public authorities under Part 1, section 2, of the Children and Young People 
(Scotland) Act 2014 (2014 Act) falls within the scope of the provisions of the 
2020 Act. Where the decision is to delay reporting, a statement will have to be 
made per paragraph 8(3) of schedule 6 of the 2020 Act. 
 
Scottish Ministers are required to undertake a review of the provisions under 
Part 1 of the Scottish Coronavirus Acts every two months. This includes the 
provisions under Schedule 6, Part 3 of the 2020 Act. They are required to 
prepare a report on that review which must include the status of those 
provisions and it must include a statement that Ministers are satisfied that the 
status of the provisions is appropriate. The first report was published on 9th of 
June and the second report is due after the reporting period ends on 31st 
July. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 

Claudia Beamish (South Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management report, Guidance on Ecological Survey and Assessment in the 
UK During the Covid-19 Outbreak, will apply to Phase 2 of its route map to 
allow non-essential outdoor workplaces with physical distancing to resume 
once relevant guidance is agreed, or whether Scotland-specific information 
will now be provided for environmental monitoring. 
 

(S5W-30315) 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government published guidance on 
21 May to support safe outdoor working for the forestry sector and for a range 
of environmental management activity in Scotland, as part of supporting the 
restart of outdoor non-essential workplaces under Phase 1 of Scotland’s route 
map through and out of the crisis. 
 
The guidance, which is available at the following link: 
https://forestry.gov.scot/covid-19 sets out information and advice that can be 
used to protect workers carrying out outdoor work such as peatland 
restoration, wildlife and nature reserve management, and ecological surveys 
and research, under the broad heading of environmental management. 
 
The section in the guidance that identifies sources of further information 
includes a reference to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) section of the Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) Covid-19 
website https://cieem.net/i-am/covid-19/). This advises members in Scotland 
to follow the safe working guidance and other guidelines set out by the 
Scottish Government. 

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been on the 
level of waste being (a) recycled and (b) sent to landfill. 
 

(S5W-30331) 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: While it is too early to determine the full impact of 
COVID-19 on the levels of waste being recycled and sent to landfill, we are 
extremely grateful to those who have worked hard in difficult circumstances to 
keep essential waste service going in communities across Scotland. 

 
 

https://forestry.gov.scot/covid-19
https://cieem.net/i-am/covid-19/
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on what plans it has to address reported 
increased levels of (a) littering and (b) fly tipping. 
 

(S5W-30365) 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: Littering and fly tipping are unacceptable, whatever 
the circumstances. Responsibility for dealing with litter and fly tipping rests 
with local councils as part of their role in delivering waste services. Most local 
waste services are returning to normal after a period of disruption caused by 
the pandemic. 
 
We have developed, with Zero Waste Scotland, COSLA and local authorities, 
a national waste management marketing campaign and web resource that 
sets out how the public can manage waste responsibility at this difficult time, 
and this includes messages on littering and flytipping. More recently, in 
recognition of the perceived increase in littering, we have supported Zero 
Waste Scotland as they develop a national anti-littering campaign for digital 
and social media which launched on 15 July. 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will increase fines for (a) littering and (b) fly tipping. 
 

(S5W-30366) 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: The current Fixed Penalty Notice for littering is £80 
and fly tipping is £200. There are no plans to increase these levels at present. 
 
The levels were increased in 2014 taking account of evidence and views 
expressed via the National Litter Strategy consultation in 2013. The Strategy 
is at the end of its five year lifespan and we are considering how best to take 
forward a review of policy in this area. Approaches to penalties and 
enforcement are expected to be one of the many aspects of the Strategy that 
will be considered and reviewed as part of this process. 

 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the annual cost is of (a) picking up litter and (b) clearing up fly tipping. 
 

(S5W-30367) 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: This information is not held centrally. In 2013, Zero 
Waste Scotland published Scotland’s Litter Problem which estimated that the 
direct costs associated with tackling littering and flytipping totalled £53m per 
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annum for public agencies. This does not include costs for private 
landowners. 

 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question 
S5W-20090 by Roseanna Cunningham on 21 November 2018, for what 
reason SEPA has reportedly refused to visit Pow Burn to investigate reported 
contamination and significant fish deaths following the related incident on 24-
25 June 2020. 
 

(S5W-30412) 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, SEPA has had to 
adapt its approach to incident response in order to protect its staff, operators 
and the public. As a result SEPA is currently only deploying in the field to deal 
with the most significant incidents and where SEPA’s physical presence is 
necessary to rectify an incident. 
 
SEPA gave full consideration to the reported Pow Burn incident on 24-25 
June and determined that site attendance did not meet its criteria for field 
deployment. However, SEPA did take action to investigate the incident 
remotely. This involved a team of experienced staff analysing the information 
received and contacting local businesses to attempt to identify any likely 
sources or issues which may have contributed to this fish kill. As a single 
source for the pollution was not identified, SEPA intends to undertake a 
number of follow-up activities in the area, including business audits to identify 
any outstanding issues as SEPA officers return to increased fieldwork in line 
with Scottish Government guidelines. 

 
 

Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it is on track to meet its target to reduce waste and 
increase recycling by 2025, and what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on this. 
 

S5W-30332 
 

Roseanna Cunningham: We have set ambitious targets for reducing waste 
and increasing recycling, including to reduce total waste arising in Scotland to 
less than 85% of 2011 levels, and to increase recycling to 70% of waste from 
all sources by 2025. 
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The most recent statistics are from 2018 and are available from: 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-
reporting/waste-data-for-scotland/ 
 
The Scottish Government has several major initiatives in train to increase 
recycling and reduce waste arising. For example, the Food Waste Reduction 
Action Plan, published in April 2019, sets out a number of actions that will 
reduce food waste in Scotland; and the introduction of our Deposit Return 
Scheme (DRS) will significantly increase the quantity and quality of materials 
collected for recycling. 
 
It is too early to determine the full impact that the COVID-19 crisis has had on 
waste and recycling and how this will affect progress towards longer term 
targets. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many care home residents with suspected 
or confirmed COVID-19 have been transferred to hospital. 
 

(S5W-28398) 
 

Jeane Freeman: The information is not held centrally. Please refer to answer 
to question S5W-29384 on 16 July 2020 for further information about data on 
hospital admissions from care homes. All answers to written parliamentary 
questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search facility for 
which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many residents of older people’s care homes were admitted 
to hospital with suspected COVID-19 in (a) March 2020 and (b) April 2020. 
 

(S5W-28731) 
 

Jeane Freeman: The information is not held centrally. I refer the member to 
the answer to question S5W-29384 on 16 July 2020 for further information 
about data on hospital admissions from care homes. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/waste-data-for-scotland/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/waste-data-for-scotland/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, of the confirmed or suspected cases of COVID-19 that are in 
intensive care to date, how many are residents of older people’s care homes. 
 

(S5W-28733) 
 

Jeane Freeman: The information is not held centrally. I refer the member to 
the answer to question S5W-29834 on 16 July 2020 for further information 
about data on hospital admissions from care homes. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, of the patients currently in hospital with either confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19, how many are residents of older people’s care homes. 
 

(S5W-28734) 
 

Jeane Freeman: The information is not held centrally. I refer the member to 
the answer to question S5W-29384 on 16 July 2020 for further information 
about data on hospital admissions from care homes. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many people with suspected COVID-19 have been moved from care 
homes to hospital for treatment in each month since January 2020 and, if it 
does not hold this information, whether it will request it from NHS boards. 
 

(S5W-29515) 
 

Jeane Freeman: The information is not held centrally. I refer the member to 
the answer to question S5W-29384 on 16 July 2020 for further information 
about data on hospital admissions from care homes. All answers to written 
parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament's website, the search 
facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of death rates from COVID-19 being lower in many 
countries with a predominantly Asian or Black population, what information it 
has on the reasons why (a) Bangladeshi and (b) other BAME people are 
reportedly more at risk of dying from COVID-19 in the UK; what its position is 
on whether any increased risk is the result of structural racism, and which 
groups in Scotland have been identified as most at risk. 
 

(S5W-30068) 
 

Jeane Freeman: 
I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government when the NHS will recommence 
operations that were cancelled or delayed due to COVID-19 for patients (a) 
for whom an operation is required to help relieve them of severe pain caused 
by their condition and (b) generally. 
 

(S5W-30222) 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5O-04437 on 
25 June 2020. All answers to Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12720 
 
In addition throughout the pandemic we have been concerned that some 
members of the public are staying at home with potential symptoms of cancer 
and other serious illnesses, rather than seeking the support that the NHS can 
provide. As a result of this, we ran the NHS is Open campaign between 24 
April and 7 June, which urged people to contact their GP or local hospital if 
they had urgent health worries, or to get in touch with their Consultant in order 
to help manage their symptoms. This advice continues to be relevant as 
paused NHS services are resumed. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what proportion of all COVID-19 testing carried out has been of 
people with learning disabilities, also broken down by NHS board area. 
 

(S5W-30465) 
Clare Haughey: The information is not centrally held. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12720
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Testing for COVID-19 in Scotland is available through the NHS in Scotland to 
all Health and Social care staff delivering NHS services and providing social 
care to protect and care for the most vulnerable. Further information can be 
found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-
tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people with learning disabilities have tested positive 
for COVID-19. 
 

(S5W-30467) 
 

Clare Haughey: The information is not centrally held. 
 
Testing for COVID-19 in Scotland is available through the NHS in Scotland to 
all Health and Social care staff delivering NHS services and providing social 
care to protect and care for the most vulnerable. Further information can be 
found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-
tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether accessible information, including an easy read version, 
is available on its Test and Trace programme. 
 

(S5W-30468) 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government have been working with the 
Scottish Commission for Learning Disabilities (SCLD) and People First 
Scotland to create easy read versions of all official Government Coronavirus 
related advice and information relevant to people with learning disabilities. 
These are available on SCLD’s website. 
 
Information on Testing can be found on NHS Inform's website at 
https://www.nhsinform.scot/media/3556/20-21-coronavirus-easy-read-nhs-
inform-10-testing-9-june-2020.pdf. Information on Tracing can be found on 
NHS Inform's website at https://www.nhsinform.scot/media/3697/20-21-
coronavirus-easy-read-nhs-inform-11-contact-tracing-6-july-2020.pdf. 
Additionally the link to the easy read version of the advice on testing can be 
found at the bottom of the door drop leaflet on Test and Trace. 
 
Easy read documents are the most effective methods of written 
communication for people with learning disabilities and the easy read 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12eeoc9z-0yD8apzgOgfDflKbRInk5Nhi
https://www.nhsinform.scot/media/3556/20-21-coronavirus-easy-read-nhs-inform-10-testing-9-june-2020.pdf
https://www.nhsinform.scot/media/3556/20-21-coronavirus-easy-read-nhs-inform-10-testing-9-june-2020.pdf
https://www.nhsinform.scot/media/3697/20-21-coronavirus-easy-read-nhs-inform-11-contact-tracing-6-july-2020.pdf
https://www.nhsinform.scot/media/3697/20-21-coronavirus-easy-read-nhs-inform-11-contact-tracing-6-july-2020.pdf
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documents are the most accessed alternative formats of Government advice 
on NHS Inform’s website. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to test for COVID-19 (a) people who have a 
learning disability and who receive social care support and (b) social care 
staff who provide such support. 
 

(S5W-30469) 
 

Clare Haughey: Testing for COVID-19 in Scotland is available to all 
symptomatic individuals aged 5 years and over through the Test and Protect 
Programme further information can be found at: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/ or by 
calling 0300 303 2713. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to using testing where it has a clear 
purpose and can contribute to reducing the risk of transmission. We will 
continue to adopt a flexible approach to testing which is based on the best 
available evidence to address the challenges where it can have the greatest 
impact and is guided by scientific, clinical and public health advice from our 
expert advisory structures. 
 
Testing is one of a number of key public health mitigation measures and must 
be seen alongside a strong emphasis on removing symptomatic health and 
social care staff from the work, the use of PPE, physical distancing, 
environmental optimisation and decontamination and good social hygiene. It 
must not be seen as a substitute. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it has monitored the impact of COVID-19 on the provision of 
social day care opportunities for people who have learning disabilities; what 
plans it has for these services as the route map progresses, and whether 
budgets will be maintained during the recovery period. 
 

(S5W-30471) 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government have engaged with Social Work 
Scotland Learning Disability and Autism sub group and the Scottish 
Commission for Learning Disabilities to monitor what has been happening 
across the country for day care services. This has included consultation to 
understanding the potential barriers to safely re-open and reconfigure 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/


 
 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

services; what creative solutions have been implemented to date; and what 
support and guidance is needed to support local decision making. 
 
Social day care services encompass a wide variety of types of support. Some 
critical day care and respite support for people with learning disabilities has 
remained in place with appropriate physical distancing and hygiene 
measures, whilst other services have re-opened, providing essential support 
in a different way. 
 
It is critical that social care support is maintained throughout this difficult 
period to ensure the safety, dignity and human rights of people who already 
receive support and their unpaid carers. We have made clear to local 
authorities that they should act to do what is right to deal with the virus, and 
not be constrained by funding issues. In addition to the funding directed 
towards social care from the 2020-21 budget, we have agreed with COSLA 
that Scottish Government will meet additional social care costs incurred 
because of the impact of the pandemic. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-29241 by Jeane 
Freeman on 2 July 2020, how many adults who have learning disabilities and 
live in residential care have been tested for COVID-19, also broken down by 
local authority. 
 

S5W-30504 
 

Clare Haughey: The information is not centrally held. 
 
Testing for COVID-19 in Scotland is available through the NHS in Scotland to 
all Health and Social care staff delivering NHS services and providing social 
care to protect and care for the most vulnerable. Further information can be 
found here: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-
tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/. 
 
 
 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested/pages/who-can-be-tested/
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Written questions lodged on 27 July 2020 

(Expected Answer Date: 14 August 2020) 
 
S5W-30761 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason there is no specific guidance for niche businesses regarding the lifting 
of lockdown restrictions, and what its position is on whether the categorisation 
of businesses in its route map for exiting lockdown should mirror the 
classification for business rates, and not another categorisation determined by 
the local authority. 
S5W-30764 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to improve the information it holds about people living in care homes, in light 
of the computer tool that is available to care homes from the Public Health 
Scotland website to record the dependency details of every resident each 
month. 
S5W-30765 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
were living in care homes at the end of (a) February and (b) June 2020, and 
how many admissions to care homes there were during same period.  
S5W-30767 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
has provided to NHS boards to restart musculoskeletal condition services and 
all surgeries. 
S5W-30768 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how it will 
monitor, report on and ensure that NHS board remobilisation plans, including 
services used by people with arthritis and musculoskeletal conditions, are 
restarted in a timely and safe manner. 
S5W-30769 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS 
boards have plans in place to restart musculoskeletal conditions services. 
S5W-30770 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
TUI’s reported proposals to withdraw from Aberdeen and the impact that this 
could have on Aberdeen International Airport and the Aberdeen city region 
economy, when it anticipates coming to a view on quarantine regulations and 
travel from Spain. 
S5W-30771 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what 
discussions it has had with TUI regarding reported proposals by the company 
to withdraw services from Aberdeen. 
S5W-30773 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
plans to allow all veterinary services to resume all levels of animal 
consultation and treatment. 
S5W-30774 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
advised GPs not to issue letters to people who are exempt from the 
requirement to wear face masks in shops, public transport and spaces were 
social distancing is impossible as proof of their exemption and, if so, for what 
reason. 
S5W-30775 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether COVID-
19 has had an impact on the development of the new Edinburgh Cancer 
Centre. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30761
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30764
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30765
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30767
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30768
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30769
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30770
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30771
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30773
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30774
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30775
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S5W-30776 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government for what 
reason it is limiting funerals in places of worship to 20 attendees, in light of 
normal Sunday services in the same venues being able to have up to 50 
attendees. 
S5W-30777 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason 
there is a limit of 20 people who can attend a church funeral service, in light of 
50 people being able to attend a religious service held in the same location 
and with the same safety measures in place. 
S5W-30781 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government whether the £10 
million allocated to the bus priority rapid deployment fund is in addition to 
spending set out in the 2020-21 budget, and whether any of this funding has 
(a) come from the £10 million allocated to bus priority infrastructure in the 
2020-21 budget and (b) been reallocated from elsewhere in the 2020-21 
budget. 
S5W-30782 Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it will 
take to promote local food production following the COVID-19 outbreak. 
S5W-30786 Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
enquiries regarding COVID-19 support it has received from businesses in 
each of the last four months, broken down by parliamentary region. 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30776
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30777
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30781
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30782
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30786
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to 
COVID-19, answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily 
written answer reports, which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by 
keyword, MSP asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by 
date and other filters, through the advanced search function on the 
Parliament’s website here. 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

