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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 6 January 2021 
 
No written questions were lodged on 6 January. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 6 January) 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-34386  
 
John Swinney: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 today. These Regulations implement some of the changes that the 
First Minister announced on 4 January 2021. 
 
In order to address the current, heightened public health risks places of worship will 
be closed for most purposes. These Regulations also reduce the number of people 
who are able to attend a marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration and also 
prohibit funeral teas or wakes from taking place in Level 4 areas. The Regulations 
require snow sports centres, showrooms within larger retailers, independent clinics, 
independent hospitals and independent medical agencies in relation to certain 
procedures or treatments to close in Level 4 areas. The Regulations also require 2 
metre distancing to be maintained in workplace canteens. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/3/contents/made. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, in light of the most recently-published estimate of £10.7 billion, 
which was set out the June 2018 paper, Public Health Priorities for Scotland, being a 
figure for 2009-10 that was taken from an earlier report, whether it will provide an 
updated estimate of the annual national cost of dealing with mental health problems, 
after taking account of social and care costs, economic outputs and human costs. 
 

S5W-33552  
 
Clare Haughey: The figure referenced by the member in the Public Health Priorities 
For Scotland paper was an estimate provided by one of our third sector partners. It is 
therefore not a figure that the Scottish Government currently plans to update. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/3/contents/made
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Our Mental Health Transition and Recovery Plan, published on 8 October, contains a 
comprehensive summary of the evidence of the mental health impacts of Covid-19. 
 
 
Jenny Marra (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government on what dates it has met the Interim Director of Mental Health at NHS 
Tayside in the last year, and whether it will publish the minutes. 
 

S5W-33973  
 
Clare Haughey: Since the Interim Director for Mental Health was appointed to the 
role, she has attended two virtual meetings I have held with Tayside's Leadership 
Team. These took place on 11 September and 2 October 2020. The Minister for 
Public Health was also in attendance during the September meeting with the Interim 
Director. I will write separately to the member to share a copy of the minutes from 
these meetings. 
 
In addition, there have been monthly meetings between Scottish Government mental 
health officials with the Interim Director to discuss progress on Tayside’s mental 
health action plan, ‘Listen, Learn, Change’. Minutes are not routinely taken at these 
meetings.  
 
The Interim Director has been also been part of the weekly Tayside Silver Command 
meetings that were set up in response to Covid to share intelligence and understand 
where support needs to provided. The Scottish Government was in attendance for 
approximately 20 of these meetings. The minutes of these are held by and available 
from NHS Tayside on request.  
 
The Chair of the Perinatal and Infant Programme Board and SG officials met with the 
Interim Director as part of a series of meetings with the Executive Leads for perinatal 
mental health at Boards. The meeting was on the 7 August 2020. The output of 
these meetings are not published but can be provided. 
 
The Director for Mental Health and Social Care also had an additional telephone 
update discussion with the Interim Director on 11 October 2020. Minutes of this 
conversation were not taken. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support is being made available during the COVID-19 pandemic for people who 
have learning disabilities and who have to attend regular NHS appointments at which 
they would normally be supported by a family member or personal assistant. 
 

S5W-34071  
 
Clare Haughey: NHS Scotland Guidance on ‘outpatient and primary care 
consultations during community circulation of COVID-19’ was issued to all Health 
Boards in September 2020.  
 
The full guidance is available at: 
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-outpatient-and-primary-care-
consultations---principles/ 
 
This guidance states that when appropriate, patients can be accompanied by a 
dedicated person. This includes where a person has a learning disability. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what easy-read format information is being made available to support people who 
have learning disabilities regarding the COVID-19 guidance and travel rules when 
local authority restriction levels change. 
 

S5W-34072 

Clare Haughey: Scottish Government have been working with partners including 
People First (Scotland) and Scottish Commission for Learning Disabilities (SCLD) to 
produce easy-read information on Coronavirus (COVID-19.) 
 
Easy-read guidance on the Local Protection levels is available on the Scottish 
Government website at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
scotlands-strategic-framework---translations-and-alternative-formats/ 
 
Easy-read guidance for Christmas day is available on the Scottish Government 
website at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): Christmas and the festive period - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the potential anxiety that might be caused, what support is available for 
people who have learning disabilities if they encounter people who are not following 
the guidance regarding the COVID-19 restriction level for their area. 
 

S5W-34073 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government recognises that people with learning 
disabilities will feel anxious about people not following COVID -19 guidance. That is 
why the Scottish Government has been working with partners including The 
University of Glasgow and The Scottish Commission for Learning Disabilities (SCLD) 
to produce easy read Self-Help Booklets and easy-read information on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) including a section on tips for good mental health. It is important to talk 
about your feelings. The booklets are intended to give people with 
learning/intellectual disabilities an opportunity to talk through their feelings with 
people providing support to them. Over 12,000 booklets have been distributed in an 
effort to support people with learning disabilities.  
 
The resources are available at: 
COVID-19 Guided Self-Help Bookets (scld.org.uk) 
https://www.scld.org.uk/information-on-coronavirus/ 
http://peoplefirstscotland.org/ 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-outpatient-and-primary-care-consultations---principles/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-outpatient-and-primary-care-consultations---principles/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework---translations-and-alternative-formats/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework---translations-and-alternative-formats/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-festive-period/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-festive-period/
https://www.scld.org.uk/covid-19-guided-self-help-booklet-series/
https://www.scld.org.uk/information-on-coronavirus/
http://peoplefirstscotland.org/
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In addition, Scottish Government has funded over £300,000 to organisations through 
the Third Sector Wellbeing Fund to deliver essential support services for autistic 
people and/or people with a learning/intellectual disability throughout the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. This includes support to: 

• ENABLE Scotland, who launched ACE Connect and Family Connect in 
response to the pandemic as places where members could stay connected 
and access emotional support through new dedicated helpline. 

• Downs Syndrome Scotland who have extended their helpline in order to 
provide essential advice and support to people and families. 

• PAMIS, who have supported and advocated for families and carers during the 
disruption caused by the pandemic. 

Winter funding of around £90k has just been made available to learning disability 
and autism organisations to tackle isolation over the winter months. 
 
 
Ruth Davidson (Edinburgh Central) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what support there is for people with alcohol 
dependency who require the use of mental health services. 
 

S5W-34171  
 
Clare Haughey: Individual NHS Boards in Scotland will have policies and 
procedures on how they manage dual diagnosis (where a patient meets the 
diagnostic criteria for both a mental health disorder and for an addictive disorder). 
NHS addiction services include mental health trained clinical staff and have close 
links with other mental health services in the area. Where inpatient or other non-
addiction mental health services are required, this will be governed by local 
protocols. Local procedures should also be in place to ensure the appropriate 
service takes the lead or that individuals are managed on a joint basis according to 
their needs. 
 
More broadly, as outlined in the Mental Health Transition and Recovery Plan, the 
Scottish Government is working closely with partners and stakeholders to explore 
opportunities for integrating addiction and general mental health services where 
possible. This will seek to ensure effective coordination of support for people with a 
dual diagnosis of mental health issues and alcohol or drug addiction. 
 
 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-31967 by Clare Haughey on 5 
October 2020, whether (a) the funded training of additional psychological therapists 
is available to NHS staff only, (b) it is funding training in (i) clinical and (ii) applied 
psychology for people who do not work in the NHS, and (c) it is funding training in 
cognitive behavioural therapy for people who do not work in the NHS. 
 

S5W-34205  
 
Clare Haughey: (a) The funded training for additional psychological therapists (for 
both Clinical and Applied psychology) is open to individuals from any sector and 
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applications show that whilst the majority of applicants are from NHS settings there 
are also applicants from a range of backgrounds. 
 
(b) Each of the NES funded psychology programmes (including the Clinical and 
Applied programmes referred to above) have defined entry requirements. The 
programmes combine placement experience in one of the 14 health boards across 
NHS Scotland with teaching and research over the course of study to allow trainees 
develop to core competencies. Though prior experience of working in NHS settings 
may be beneficial to trainees on all programmes, it is not stipulated that applicants 
are required to work or have worked in the NHS. Entry requirements focus on a 
range of criteria including but not limited to; academic ability, relevant experience 
and interpersonal skills. 
 
(c) The funded cognitive behavioural therapy training places are allocated to 
multidisciplinary staff working within health and social care that meet the relevant 
criteria. Staff from health backgrounds make up the majority of these training places 
but those who meet the criteria from non-NHS backgrounds are also considered. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it can confirm that all community payback 
orders put on hold during the current pandemic will be fulfilled, and what targeted 
support will be provided to local authorities to allow them to clear any backlogs. 
 

S5W-34009  
 
Humza Yousaf: The difficulties faced by justice social work in delivering community 
orders during the coronavirus pandemic were acknowledged by the Scottish 
Parliament through the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, which extended timescales 
for completion of unpaid work and other activity requirements and created new 
regulation-making powers enabling community orders to be postponed or varied if 
necessary, subject to Parliamentary approval. 
 
Social Work Scotland raised significant concerns during the summer about the ability 
of justice social work to deliver outstanding unpaid work and other activity 
requirements within reasonable timescales, suggesting that the effective operation of 
the community justice system is at significant risk unless action is taken to reduce 
the backlog, utilising the regulation-making powers mentioned above. I made clear to 
the Justice Committee I will keep the situation under review.  
 
The Covid restrictions mean that unpaid work hours are not able to be completed in 
the same way they were pre-Covid, therefore serious consideration must be given to 
the options provided within the regulation-making powers, which all parties voted for. 
I will update Parliament on any decision I make in this regard. 
 
In regards to wider support, an additional £4m in justice social work services has 
been invested in 2020/21 with flexibility to utilise this in responding to emerging 
pressures arising because of the pandemic. A further investment of up to £1m was 
agreed in December 2020 to assist in reducing the backlog of undelivered unpaid 
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work or other activity requirements and there has been regular engagement with 
Social Work Scotland, local authorities and other partners throughout the pandemic. 

 
No written questions were lodged on 6 January. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

