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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 8 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged between 5 January and 8 January can be found on 
pages 6 to 11 of this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 8 January) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 

Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it intends to introduce pre-departure testing for all 
international arrivals 
 

S5W-34428  
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government has assessed that pre-departure 
testing for all international arrivals is required to minimise the risk of imported 
transmission and we will introduce this measure as soon as is practically possible. 
Pre-departure testing will complement our existing international travel regulations 
and ensure that we safeguard against imported cases and in particular protect 
against new strains of coronavirus such as those identified in Denmark and South 
Africa. 
 
There remain outstanding operational and practical issues to resolve but we will aim 
to have this measure in place to a similar timeframe as the other UK nations. I will 
report back to Parliament with further detail when these issues have been resolved 
and pre-departure testing is ready to be implemented in Scotland. It remains the 
case that non-essential travel to or from Scotland is currently illegal and will not 
change with the introduction of pre-departure testing. 
 
 
Bill Kidd (Glasgow Anniesland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government to provide an update on the staggered return of college and university 
students in Semester 2. 
 

S5W-34447  
 
Richard Lochhead: Given the current prevalence of the virus, and in light of the 
restrictions now in place to help control the spread of the new variant of COVID-19, 
learning will be online-only throughout January and February for the vast majority of 
university students. There will be some exceptions: where critical learning cannot be 
delivered remotely; for a very small number of students who have remained in 
student accommodation over the winter break; or for student wellbeing reasons.  
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The vast majority of university students are not therefore not expected to return to 
campuses and student accommodation until the start of March, as advised by their 
university. 
 
Colleges must continue to follow the rules that apply to their own area’s protection 
level guidance. In level 4, that means learning and teaching will be predominantly 
online with exceptions only for the delivery of critical and time-sensitive learning, 
assessments and work placements that cannot be delivered remotely or postponed. 
The number of students attending colleges should be kept at the absolute essential 
minimum. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
is complying with the World Health Organization (WHO) COVID-19 guidance 
regarding children and face coverings, which states that "If authorities decide to 
recommend mask-wearing for children, key information should be collected on a 
regular basis to accompany and monitor the intervention. Monitoring and evaluation 
should be established at the onset and should include indicators that measure the 
impact on the child’s health, including mental health; reduction in transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2; motivators and barriers to mask wearing; and secondary impacts on a 
child’s development learning, attendance in school, ability to express him/herself or 
access school; and impact on children with developmental delays, health conditions, 
disabilities or other vulnerabilities." 
 

S5W-34125  
 
John Swinney: We are continuing to develop and implement plans for monitoring 
the impacts of face coverings on children and young people. These form part of 
wider arrangements for ensuring an understanding of the impacts of COVID-19 and 
risk mitigation measures in schools and on children and young people. We are 
developing these arrangements in a proportionate and adaptable way given the fast 
changing nature of the situation with the virus. 
 
Our approach to understanding the broad impacts of all mitigations on levels of 
infection and transmission, which we will continue to build upon to cover issues 
around face coverings, includes the following key sources of information and 
evidence: 
• Public Health Scotland currently collect and publish testing and case data for 
children and young people. 
• The Scottish Government collects and publishes attendance and absence 
data. 
• An infographic providing a weekly snapshot of current COVID-related data in 
relation to children and young people, such as the number of tests and positive 
cases reported, and the attendance and absence of both children and staff in 
childcare and school settings. This information is reviewed on a weekly basis by the 
COVID-19 Education Recovery Group (CERG). 
 
We are also regularly reviewing the existing and emerging evidence base on face 
coverings and other restrictions for children and young people. We have 
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commissioned or supported a number of surveys or focus groups to add to the 
existing evidence base. Some have reported, while others are forthcoming. They 
include the following: 
• We are commissioning an omnibus survey of secondary school pupils running 
in January 2021 which will include questions on awareness of face coverings 
requirements, attitudes towards requirements and wellbeing impacts of face-
covering requirements. 
• Regular polling on COVID-19 has included questions on parents’ awareness 
of guidance for children and young people, as well as attitudes to restrictions and 
requirements. 
• We supported the Scottish Youth Parliament, YouthLink Scotland and Young 
Scot to deliver Lockdown Lowdown 2, which included a number of focus groups with 
vulnerable groups that explored views on face coverings among other issues. 
• We are working with Public Health Scotland on a second wave of COVID-19 
Early Years Resilience and Impact Survey which will include questions around face 
coverings and children under 7. 
 
We are also currently working with Young Scot to establish a national ‘learner - 
education recovery panel’ of 15 children and young people, ages 9 to 18. Young 
Scot will support the panel to meet on a monthly basis, feeding directly into the 
CERG. 
 
The CERG considers stakeholder feedback, including from public health and 
educational experts, on the impact and effectiveness of risk mitigation measures in 
schools on a weekly basis. This supports our qualitative understanding of the 
experiences of children and young people, parents and staff. We have worked with 
the Scottish Youth Parliament to identify and support a young person to join the 
CERG and the current Scottish Youth Parliament vice-chair sits on the group to 
gather, represent and directly feedback the voices and views of children and young 
people. 
 
As this evidence is collated and assessed over time, our expectation is that it will 
provide a useful basis on which to adjust or amend policy and guidance as 
appropriate. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how it is supporting (a) ASN and (b) other pupils with 
learning difficulties whose mental health has been impacted through disrupted 
routines resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34199 

John Swinney: In preparation for the return to school, the Scottish Government 
developed and published guidance which highlighted the need to consider the 
wellbeing of all pupils including those with additional support needs, this would 
include those with learning difficulties. The Coronavirus (COVID-19): support for 
continuity in learning - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) guidance set out the particular 
considerations required to meet a wide range of children and young people's needs, 
including the mental health and wellbeing of pupils. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/
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The Scottish Government has also developed and published guidance on Positive 
mental wellbeing - resources to support children and young people which 
is designed to provide a comprehensive package of information, resources and 
organisations which are freely available to support primary and secondary school 
staff to support the mental wellbeing of children and young people. This guidance 
was published prior to the return of pupils to school earlier in the year. In addition, we 
have continued to progress the implementation of the commitment to provision of 
counselling through schools. 
 
Guidance was also issued on 21 December regarding the detailed arrangements for 
schools after the festive break. That guidance provides clarity for learning 
arrangements through to 15 January, including for those who may be vulnerable, 
including as a result of additional support needs and where they and/or their parents 
are experiencing poor physical or mental health. From 18 January onwards, our 
current planning assumption is that schools will be open to all pupils for in-person 
teaching and learning as normal. However, this will be subject to an assessment of 
the state of the pandemic in Scotland and any further developments with regard to 
the new variant in the new year. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has undertaken of the impact of COVID-19 on people 
with autism. 
 

S5W-34006  
 
Clare Haughey: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support is being given to people with autism to help with the 
changes to their routine caused by COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34007  
 
Clare Haughey: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will review its decision that football clubs 
in local authority areas that are subject to Level 2 restrictions and above are not 
permitted to allow fans into their grounds. 
 

S5W-34012  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-for-school-staff-to-support-positive-mental-wellbeing-of-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether adult personal assistants who are employed by 
local authorities are eligible for the £500 "thank you" bonus for health and social care 
workers. 
 

S5W-34014  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Government initiated questions lodged from 05 January 2021 to 08 January 
2021 

S5W-34386 George Adam: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
S5W-34399 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
extend the current regulations to protect tenants from eviction. 
S5W-34428 Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to 
introduce pre-departure testing for all international arrivals. 
S5W-34447 Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the staggered return of college and university students in Semester 2. 

Written questions lodged from 05 January 2021 to 08 January 2021 

S5W-34327 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether international 
travel is allowed under Level 4 of the COVID-19 restrictions, and what the reasons 
are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34328 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether all key workers 
are being prioritised for COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-34329 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when each group of key 
workers will be offered a COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-34330 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether identity checks 
using credit agencies of people seeking to access COVID-19 tests are routinely 
carried out by health and social care partnerships and, if so, for what reason. 
S5W-34331 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is recruiting 
retired health service staff to help with the administration of the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
S5W-34333 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many NHS 
adolescent mental health beds have been available each day since April 2020. 
S5W-34334 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) residents 
and (b) staff there are in care homes. 
S5W-34335 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many and (b) 
what percentage of care home (i) residents and (ii) staff have received a COVID-19 
vaccination each week. 
S5W-34336 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what the expected 
COVID-19 vaccination wastage rate is, and how it is monitoring this. 
S5W-34337 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment is 
being made of the quickest ways of rolling out the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
S5W-34338 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what the process is 
for identifying suitable settings for COVID-19 vaccination roll-out 
S5W-34339 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what notice it has 
been given regarding the supply of doses required to manage the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-34340 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to encourage GP practices to work together to administer the COVID-19 
vaccination roll-out, similar to the approach in Winsford, Cheshire, which reportedly 
administered 975 doses in three and half days. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34386
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34399
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34428
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34447
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34327
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34328
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34329
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34330
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34331
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34333
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34334
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34335
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34336
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34337
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34338
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34339
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34340
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S5W-34341 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to encourage retired health professionals to sign up to administer the COVID-
19 vaccination. 
S5W-34342 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the COVID-19 vaccination training material is fit for the current situation and 
easy to access. 
S5W-34343 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether it 
will encourage telephoning people regarding the COVID-19 vaccination in addition to 
writing to them. 
S5W-34344 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
encourage advertising in local newspapers to provide information regarding the 
timetable for the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out. 
S5W-34348 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
domestic cleaners will be permitted to carry out work in homes under the most recent 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34349 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish its plan for the provision of second-dose COVID-19 vaccinations, and what 
the expected average time will be between the first and second doses. 
S5W-34350 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what impact reductions 
in local authority budgets have had on the ability to respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-34351 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether people 
employed in (a) pharmacy and (b) grocery and food retailing will be deemed key 
workers, allowing them to access education and childcare services while schools are 
closed. 
S5W-34352 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what additional mental 
health support is being provided to help people cope with COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-34353 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
monitor the prevalence of COVID-19 (a) in supermarkets and (b) among 
supermarket staff. 
S5W-34354 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, what measures it is taking to ensure that supermarkets are safe for staff 
and customers. 
S5W-34355 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, how often deep cleaning should take place in supermarkets. 
S5W-34356 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the transmission 
rate of the COVID-19 variant, whether the number of people allowed in supermarkets 
at any one time will be reduced to allow for greater social distancing. 
S5W-34357 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government what priority will be given 
to supermarket workers regarding the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
S5W-34358 Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of 
the reinstatement of the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, whether it will suspend the 
5p carrier bag charge for deliveries and collections. 
S5W-34359 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
registered COVID-19 vaccinators there are in each NHS board area. 
S5W-34360 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
encouraged former NHS staff that can give COVID-19 vaccinations to return to the 
workforce and, if so, how many have been recruited. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34341
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34342
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34343
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34344
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34348
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34349
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34350
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34351
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34352
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34353
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34354
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34355
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34356
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34357
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34358
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34359
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34360
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S5W-34361 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) GPs, (b) 
dentists, (c) nurses and (d) other health professionals can give COVID-19 
vaccinations. 
S5W-34362 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many and (b) 
what percentage of (i) care home residents, (ii) care home staff, (iii) NHS staff, (iv) 
social care staff and (v) people over 80 have been given a COVID-19 vaccination 
each week. 
S5W-34363 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the 
most recent COVID-19 regulations have removed welfare dog grooming from the list 
of essential services. 
S5W-34364 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
statement by the First Minister on 4 January 2021 (Official Report, c. 
1), what scientific evidence it has regarding the impact of closing schools on 
the transmission rate of COVID-19 among the general population. 
S5W-34366 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government how many teachers 
have tested positive for COVID-19 in each month since February 2020, also broken 
down by the cumulative number of days of absence from work as a result of this. 
S5W-34367 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will treat 
school staff as a priority group to receive a COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-34368 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
comment by the Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and External 
Affairs on 23 December 2020 regarding the £100 million fund for vulnerable 
communities (Official Report, c. 94) that he "would be happy to get Aileen Campbell, 
the Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Local Government, to write to the 
member" regarding the fund, whether it will publish further details regarding the fund, 
including when communities will be able to apply to it. 
S5W-34369 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
introduce COVID-19 testing centres in North Ayrshire. 
S5W-34370 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether places of 
worship will be a priority for reopening at the end of the current COVID-19 lockdown 
period.  
S5W-34371 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the evidence it has received regarding COVID-19 transmission rates in places of 
worship, and for what reason it considers this transmission rate to be high enough 
for these venues to be closed under the current restrictions. 
S5W-34372 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason its 
position on places of worship under the current COVID-19 situation differs from that 
of the UK Government, and what its response is to reported concerns that, as a 
result of this, people in Carlisle can attend communal worship but people in Gretna 
cannot. 
S5W-34375 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
carried out of what benefit communal worship during the COVID-19 pandemic can 
offer to older and isolated people, and what impact the closure of places of worship 
under the most recent restrictions will have on people from these groups who had 
adopted safe and socially-distanced worship to help mitigate the negative impacts of 
the previous lockdown. 
S5W-34377 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
professional dog walkers will be able to carry out their business under the most 
recent COVID-19 restrictions. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34361
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34362
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34363
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34364
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34366
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34367
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34368
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34369
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34370
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34371
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34372
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34375
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34377
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S5W-34378 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will confirm 
that in all cases, across all NHS boards, frontline health workers will be prioritised for 
the COVID-19 vaccine ahead of other healthcare staff who do not directly come into 
contact with the virus as part of their work. 
S5W-34379 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government how it will administer 
the COVID-19 vaccine to vulnerable people and groups who cannot travel to their 
GP or other vaccination centres. 
S5W-34382 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether dog 
groomers can remain open under the most recent COVID-19 guidance. 
S5W-34383 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether IVF treatment 
services can continue under the current COVID-19 restrictions and, if so, to what 
extent. 
S5W-34384 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many families 
with children in receipt of free school meals had received a cash grant of £100 by 24 
December 2020, and how many were still due to be paid on that date. 
S5W-34385 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, further to mainland 
Scotland moving from Level 4 restrictions to a temporary lockdown, and in 
anticipation of potential measures from the UK Government to restrict international 
travel, whether it plans to reassess its position on providing financial support for 
aviation-related businesses, such as short and long-term stay airport car parking 
businesses, which are currently not captured by the Non-Domestic Rates 
(Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. 
S5W-34387 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions have 
taken place with the Bishops' Conference of Scotland regarding the closure of places 
of worship during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34389 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether state aid limits 
will apply to (a) recent and (b) future grants awarded to businesses under its 
Strategic Framework Business Fund in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34390 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether car 
auctions will be allowed to open under the most recent COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34393 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government when COVID-19 home 
test kits will be available to all those who request one. 
S5W-34394 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine have been wasted and had to be disposed of. 
S5W-34395 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-32185 by John Swinney on 20 October 2020, whether it will 
provide an update on how many digital devices for school pupils funded by the £25 
million announced by the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills on 23 June 
2020 have been (a) ordered, (b) received and (c) distributed to learners, broken 
down by local authority area. 
S5W-34396 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide a breakdown for the first round of applications to Phase 2 of the Connecting 
Scotland programme indicating how many applications were (a) received and (b) 
approved, and how many devices have been delivered to recipients to date. 
S5W-34397 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding 
has been delivered to the Connecting Scotland programme from the Winter Support 
Fund to date, and how many devices have been delivered as a result of that funding 
to older, disabled and socially isolated people. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34378
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34379
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34382
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34383
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34384
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34385
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34387
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34389
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34390
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34393
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34394
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34395
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34396
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34397
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S5W-34398 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how many devices 
have been delivered by the Connecting Scotland programme since the progamme 
was launched in May 2020. 
S5W-34400 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether staff at St John’s 
Hospital, Livingston were advised on 7 January 2021 that no slots were available for 
their first vaccine and, if so, for what reason, and what action is being taken. 
S5W-34401 Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government whether funding 
support being made available to businesses such as cinemas will also be made 
available to Bingo Halls, and what the reasons are for its decision on this matter. 
S5W-34402 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how much of the 
£185 million COVID-19 support funding announced on 9 December 2020 by the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance is being provided to bed and breakfast 
establishments. R 
S5W-34403 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what the 
timescales are for criteria to be made available to local authorities in respect of the 
£185 million funding announced by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance on 9 
December 2020 to enable local authorities to distribute funding to businesses in their 
areas, and when local authorities may expect the funding to be released. R 
S5W-34404 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what COVID-19 
financial support will be made available to owners of bed and breakfast 
establishments who do not pay non-domestic rates and who do not possess a 
business banking account.  R 
S5W-34405 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-32641 by Joe FitzPatrick on 6 November 2020, what advice 
it has issued to (a) clinicians, (b) care homes and (c) patients in relation to people 
who are shielding and are already in receipt of a prescription for vitamin D.  
S5W-34406 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33155 by Joe FitzPatrick on 25 November 2020, whether it 
will publish the advice of the Clinical and Professional Advisory Group for Care 
Homes; what the timescale is for issuing the guidance on prescribing vitamin D to 
people in care homes, and how that guidance will be communicated to healthcare 
professionals and care homes.  
S5W-34407 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in the light of the 
recent publication of a paper by Griffin et al in the Clinical Medicine Journal, 
"Peventing vitamin D deficiency during the COVID-19 pandemic: UK definitions of 
vitamin D sufficiency and recommended supplement dose are set too low", whether 
it plans to set up a national programme to assess and, where clinically appropriate, 
prescribe regulated medicinal vitamin D at 800 IU or above to people living in care 
homes and care at home settings.  
S5W-34408 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33155 by Joe Fitzpatrick on 25 November 2020, whether 
community pharmacists will be given a role under the NHS Pharmacy First scheme 
in the assessment and prescribing of vitamin D to people in care homes and care at 
home settings. 
S5W-34409 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-32641 by Joe FitzPatrick on 6 November 2020, what 
arrangements it has put in place to procure and distribute vitamin D supplements to 
people who are shielding.  
S5W-34410 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-32641 by Joe FitzPatrick on 6 November 2020, what (a) 
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quality, (b) licensing and (c) regulatory standards have been required of the suppliers 
of vitamin D supplements procured for distribution to people who are shielding.  
S5W-34411 Maurice Golden: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
apprentices (a) were due to be recruited in 2020, (b) were actually recruited in 2020 
and (c) it plans to recruit in 2021 as part of the Young Person's Guarantee.  
S5W-34416 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
it has given to reintroducing the suspension of the 5p charge for single-use carrier 
bags, when used for home delivery and collection of groceries and takeaways, for 
health and safety reasons during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34418 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
will give to extending financial support to businesses in areas subject to Level 3 
restrictions, such as the Western Isles, whose income has been adversely impacted 
by mainland Scotland going into lockdown. 
S5W-34420 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has given 
consideration to directing local authorities to consider designating people that work in 
the (a) construction and (b) manufacturing industries as key workers for the purpose 
of accessing childcare provision in schools.  
S5W-34421 Jackson Carlaw: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to directing local authorities to make childcare provision available in 
circumstances where both parents are required to undertake employment 
responsibilities outside of the home setting during the existing period of lockdown but 
only one parent has been categorised as a key worker by the relevant local authority. 
S5W-34422 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether the decision to 
change the period within which the second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine is 
administered from 4 weeks to 12 weeks breaches any agreement made between 
patient and the NHS when the first vaccine was administered. 
S5W-34424 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether pharmacies 
will be involved in the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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