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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 13 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 13 January can be found on pages 7 and 8. 
 
First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 13 January are included at 
page 6. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 13 January) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider removing casinos 
from the list of businesses required to close in areas subject to Level 2 COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

S5W-34102  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The overall package of measures within each level of the Strategic 
Framework is designed to suppress the virus as far as possible whilst minimising 
broader harms. The Scottish Government will keep the protective measures in all 
levels under review to ensure that they remain necessary and proportionate to 
address the ongoing public health emergency. The new COVID-19 variant means 
the level of the virus overall is much higher than we need it to be and therefore 
restrictions have had to be strengthened. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what nutritional standards apply to the meals provided to students who 
are isolating, and how this is monitored. 
 

S5W-34310  
 
John Swinney: The nutritional standards for food provided at school lunches and 
breakfast clubs, after school clubs, tuckshops, vending machines are determined by 
The Nutritional Requirements for food and drink in schools (Scotland) Regulations 
2008. Any school lunches provided by an education authority to those who are self-
isolating would be required to meet these standards. It is for education authorities to 
ensure that the food provided is in line with the nutritional standards. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what definition of vulnerable children is used when calculating provision 
for (a) free school meals and (b) replacement meals when children are isolating or 
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shielded, and how many (a) primary and (b) secondary school pupils are eligible for 
these services, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-34311 

John Swinney: The provision of free school meals and alternatives is made to those 
who are entitled to, or who become eligible for free school meals in line with the 
national eligibility criteria for the provision of free school meals. This is available from 
School meals - mygov.scot. Free school meals and alternatives may also be 
provided to those who qualify under local initiatives. 
 
Statistics on pupils registered for free school meals, including those that qualify 
under national criteria as well as any local initiatives that extend those criteria, are 
published in tables 6.17 and 7.14 of the pupil census supplementary statistics, 
available on the Scottish Government website here: 
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/pupil-census-supplementary-statistics/ 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it has invested in residential rehabilitation services in each of 
the last five years, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-34099  
 
Angela Constance: Since 2008 we have invested almost £895 million to tackle 
problem alcohol and drug use, including spending up to £95.3 million on alcohol and 
drugs in 2020-21. 
 
Decisions on configuration of local services, including residential rehabilitation, as 
well as the level of resource, funding allocated and referral to them are made locally 
by Alcohol and Drugs Partnerships. 
 
The First Minister has made a commitment to make a statement to Parliament in 
January where she will be laying down a step change in our approach to do things 
differently, this will include our approach to residential rehabilitation. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how private health and care providers who are qualified to 
administer injections but are currently on furlough can take part in the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34077  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

https://www.mygov.scot/school-meals/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/pupil-census-supplementary-statistics/
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to allowing 
indoor household mixing in rural and remote parts of mainland Scotland that are in 
Level 1, in a similar way that has been allowed for those living in inhabited island 
communities. 
 

S5W-34098  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any cancellation or postponement of Scottish rail renewals 
schemes from April 2021 onwards will have any impact on jobs and staffing across 
Network Rail Scotland, contractors, and the wider supply chain. 
 

S5W-34158  
 
Michael Matheson: Network Rail is responsible for maintaining and renewing the 
rail network in Scotland with funding provided by the Scottish Government to meet 
the independent regulatory determination of the Office of Rail and Road. 
 
The Scottish Government has provided unprecedented additional funding this year to 
maintain essential rail services and employment of railway staff.  
 
Given the significant financial challenges created by Covid-19, it is appropriate that 
the rail industry in Scotland should identify scope for sensible efficiencies to help 
restore the Scottish rail industry to a sustainable financial footing. This is in the best 
interests of Scotland’s rail users, communities, businesses and staff. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any Scottish rail renewals schemes have been cancelled or 
postponed from April 2021 onwards, and if so, (a) how many such schemes have 
been cancelled and (b) where any such schemes are located. 
 

S5W-34159  
 
Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34158 on  
13 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how much it will save by any postponement or cancellation of Scottish 
rail renewals schemes from April 2021. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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S5W-34160  
 
Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34158 on  
13 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether any cancellation or postponement of Scottish rail renewals 
schemes from April 2021 onwards will have any impact in the delivery of the rail 
projects outlined in Transport Scotland’s Control Period 6 plans. 
 

S5W-34162  
 
Michael Matheson: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34158 on  
13 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how it compiles the exemption list for travellers entering 
Scotland who would normally be expected to quarantine on entry. 
 

S5W-34196 

Michael Matheson: Individuals entering Scotland from outside the Common Travel 
Area must self-isolate for 10 full days unless they are covered under a country or 
sectoral exemption. Scottish Ministers take decisions about exemptions for travellers 
to Scotland on the basis of a risk assessment from the Joint Biosecurity Centre 
(JBC) and advice from the Chief Medical Officer. The JBC monitor information from 
over 250 countries, territories and islands daily to inform a public health-based risk 
assessment. Information on the assessment methodology is available at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-risk-assessment-methodology-
for-inbound-international-travel and focuses on weekly incidence rates; test positivity 
levels; trends in incidence rates; numbers of imported cases and qualitative 
information on the reliability of reported data. This risk assessment is considered by 
Ministers on a weekly basis, although immediate action will be taken if the evidence 
suggests that this is necessary. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether driving to have an MOT carried out is classed as 
essential travel under the COVID-19 travel rules. 
 

S5W-34254  
 
Michael Matheson: The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 do not require the closure 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-risk-assessment-methodology-for-inbound-international-travel
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-risk-assessment-methodology-for-inbound-international-travel
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of premises offering car repair and MOT services. Where an area is under a level 3 
or level 4 protection it is reasonable excuse to leave that area to fulfil a legal 
obligation. Given the prevalence of the virus, however, we would urge people to 
avoid any unnecessary and use local services wherever they can. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



6 

First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 13 January 2021 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04701) 

2. Richard Leonard: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04702) 

3. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04704) 

4. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04703) 

5. Shona Robison: To ask the First Minister what the current guidelines are 
regarding care home visiting. (S5F-04726) 

6. Rachael Hamilton: To ask the First Minister whether she will provide an update 
on the roll-out of Vitamin D supplements for people who are eligible. (S5F-04724) 

7. Rhoda Grant: To ask the First Minister what analysis the Scottish Government 
has undertaken regarding whether the level of police enforcement of emergency 
COVID-19 regulations is appropriate and the impact this is having on compliance 
with the restrictions. (S5F-04716) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04701
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04702
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04704
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04703
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04726
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04724
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04716
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13046&i=118022
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Written questions lodged on 13 January 2021 

S5W-34476 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the reported 
increasing numbers of COVID-19 positive cases in Stranraer and Wigtownshire, 
whether it will establish a walk-through COVID-19 testing centre in Stranraer, similar 
to those in Galashiels, Wick and Oban, which have similar population sizes to 
Stranraer, in order to provide equity of access to COVID-19 testing for people who 
rely on public transport. 
S5W-34541 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with (a) CBI Scotland, (b) the Institute of Directors Scotland, (c) Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce, (d) the Federation of Small Businesses in Scotland and (e) 
other business organisations to raise awareness of the importance of facilitating time 
off for workers to volunteer in the COVID-19 mass vaccination programme roll-out. 
S5W-34542 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has taken 
to ensure businesses allow staff paid time off to attend appointments to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccination and to escort vulnerable relatives to their vaccination 
appointments. 
S5W-34543 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is able to 
offer to any worker that has been denied time off work to attend an appointment to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccination or to escort vulnerable relatives to attend their 
vaccination appointments. 
S5W-34544 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has taken 
to raise awareness of the statement made by the First Minister to any company 
failing to facilitate time off in relation to the vaccination process that “any company 
that does not behave in that responsible way that they should rectify that and put 
concern for their workers and fair work more generally at the heart of everything that 
they do" (Official Report, 17 December 2020 c 21). 
S5W-34545 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had with (a) CBI Scotland, (b) the Institute of Directors Scotland, (c) Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce, (d) the Federation of Small Businesses in Scotland and (e) 
other business organisations to raise awareness of the importance of facilitating paid 
time off for frontline workers to enable them to attend appointments to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccination and to accompany vulnerable relatives to their vaccination 
appointments. 
S5W-34547 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to making police officers an immediate priority in the roll-out of the COVID-
19 vaccine. 
S5W-34552 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
assistance is available to self-employed sports and fitness coaches whose 
livelihoods have been impacted by the COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34558 Alexander Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government, for what reason 
the DigitalBoost Development Grant website reported on its launch day on 12 
January 2021 that "applications are in excess of the available budget...therefore new 
applications have been suspended"; by what date it will reopen for new applicants 
and, in light of the demand for support, whether it will increase the budget for the 
grants. 
S5W-34559 Willie Coffey: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will regularly 
report the COVID-19 test positivity rate among supermarket and retail staff 
compared with the general population, and, if it does not collect this information, 
whether it will consider doing so. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34476
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34541
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34542
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34543
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34544
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34545
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34547
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34552
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34558
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34559
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S5W-34560 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether student 
doctors and nurses required to undertake placements on the frontline will be 
prioritised in the first wave of the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-34561 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether dog walking 
businesses are allowed to operate under the current COVID-19 restrictions.  
S5W-34565 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to ensure that people who employ carers and social care personal assistants 
using direct payment packages can afford the PPE they require and purchase it 
without the risk of overspending their package budget. 
S5W-34566 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-33208 by Humza Yousaf on 30 November 2020, in light of 
the cabinet secretary's comment that "as we gather data on how vaccines confer 
immunity, we will explore the potential role of immunity passports", whether it will 
provide an update on its position regarding the introduction of so-called health or 
immunity passports that document people’s infection and vaccination status for 
COVID-19, and what discussions it has had with the UK Government regarding their 
potential use. 
S5W-34569 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answers to questions S5W-29337 and S5W-29660 by Jeane Freeman on 3 June 
and 10 July 2020 respectively and S5W-28900 by Joe FitzPatrick on 15 May 2020, 
what measures to monitor post-viral symptoms in COVID-19 patients are now in 
place; what treatments are being provided to those affected; what plans there are to 
study chronic post-COVID-19 health conditions, and what resources are being 
allocated to such efforts further to the measures outlined in its previous answers. 
S5W-34570 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the children of workers in the agricultural and dairy sector should be allowed 
to access the services that are available to the children of key workers under the 
current COVID-19 restrictions. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34560
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34561
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34565
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34566
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34569
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34570
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

