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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 14 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 14 January can be found on pages 23 and 24. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 14 January are included at page 
22. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 14 January) 
 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 
 

S5W-34591 
 

John Swinney: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 today. These Regulations implement the changes that the First Minister 
announced on Wednesday, 13 January.  
 
In order to address the current, heightened public health risks, the Regulations adjust 
the restrictions surrounding click and collect services. They also prohibit the 
consumption of alcohol in outdoor public places and do not allow customers to enter 
food and drink takeaway outlets in Level 4 areas. These Regulations tighten the 
existing stay at home requirement to ensure non-essential activities are not 
undertaken when leaving the home for permitted activities and restrict the ability to 
carry out work or services for the upkeep, maintenance or functioning of other people’s 
homes to essential work only in Level 4 areas.  
 
The Regulations also prohibit evictions from taking place in Level 3 or 4 areas and 
require the closure of child contact centres in Level 4, with the exception of child 
contact centres which are provided by local authorities. An exception is also made for 
all contact centres to be allowed to open for the purpose of handovers of a child to a 
person with whom they do not or will not live, and their return from a handover to a 
person with whom they do or will live. Finally, the Regulations allow premises which 
are required to close to the public to open, if it is for the purposes of providing a venue 
for vaccination. 
 
The Regulations have been published at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2021/17. 
 

 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has made any recent changes to the country 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2021/17
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exemptions list for International border health measures, and whether it plans to delay 
the implementation of pre-departure testing until next week. 
 

S5W-34576 
 

Michael Matheson: Following identification of a new variant of coronavirus in Brazil, 
the Scottish Government as part of a four nations response has decided to impose 
additional restrictions on all arrivals from countries in South America – Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, 
Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela. These measures will also apply to several 
countries and territories with strong travel links to South America; namely Portugal, 
including Azores and Madeira, Panama, Cabo Verde (Cape Verde) and the British 
Overseas Territory the Falkland Islands.  
 
The Scottish Government also supports the UK Government’s intention to use 
reserved immigration powers to implement a travel ban for arrivals from these 
countries. With the exception of British and Irish nationals, visa holders and permanent 
residents all arrivals from the affected countries will therefore be denied entry to the 
UK from 0400 on Friday 15 January. British and Irish nationals, visa holders and 
permanent residents are still required to isolate with their households for 10 days, and 
will not be able to use exemptions from isolation.  
 
We have also made the decision this week to remove Aruba;Bonaire, Sint Eustatius 
and Saba; and Qatar from the country exemptions list due to concerning data on 
coronavirus in those countries. These changes will also come into force at 0400 on 
Friday 15 January 
 
The Scottish Government intended to introduce pre departure testing on Friday 15 
January. The UK Government has announced overnight that they would be delaying 
the implementation of pre-departure testing until Monday 18 January, to allow 
international arrivals and international passengers time to prepare. The Scottish 
Government is therefore also obliged to delay implementation to allow for coordination 
between the UK Government’s regulations and the relevant Scottish regulations. Pre 
departure testing will now come into force at 0400 on Monday 18 January.  
 
Further information on these changes is available here; Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
international travel and quarantine - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)’  

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will confirm the conditions under which a 
primary or secondary pupil is recorded as being absent from school for COVID-19-
related reasons. 
 

S5W-34204 
 

http://www.gov.scot/
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John Swinney: Statistics on pupils not in school due to Covid-19 related reasons can 
be found here: COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation - SG Education Analytical 
Services: Learning Analysis | Tableau Public 
 
Pupils are recorded as being not in school due to Covid-19 related reasons if: 
The school is closed due to Covid-19 
The pupil is self-isolating in relation to Covid-19 
The pupil is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 or have tested positive for Covid-19 
The pupil's parent(s) chose to keep them away from school as a precautionary 
measure contrary to public health guidance 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what investigations it has undertaken regarding the impact of the new 
COVID-19 variant on children and young people. 
 

S5W-34230 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government COVID-19 Advisory Group and the Sub-
Group on Education and Children’s Issues have discussed this issue at their regular 
and extraordinary meetings held in recent weeks. However, the evidence of the impact 
of the new COVID-19 variant on children and young people is as yet insufficient in 
order to reach any firm conclusions. For that reason, the Scottish Government will be 
collecting the most up to date information on the new variant of the virus, and 
particularly the data on transmission among and by children and young people. The 
COVID-19 Advisory Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues will consider the 
issue in more detail once it has that data. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what percentage of vulnerable children took up the provision of (a) 
childcare, (b) nursery and (c) school places in the initial COVID-19 lockdown in March 
2020. 
 

S5W-34312 
 

John Swinney: Figures on children and young people attending settings in the initial 
March 2020 lockdown can be found here: Covid19ELCandHubs - SG Education 
Analytical Services: Learning Analysis | Tableau Public 
 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how any stigmatisation associated with eligibility for free school meals is 
being addressed by specifying the criteria around vulnerable children. 
 

S5W-34314 
 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction?publish=yes
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John Swinney: The specification of provision of free school meals within Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): school re-opening arrangements for January 2021 is part of making 
provision for vulnerable pupils, this is intended to ensure that this provision is 
prioritised in line with the requirements of Education Continuity Direction no 6. 
 
In making these provisions, the statutory requirement for education authorities to 
protect the identity of those pupils receiving free school lunches, thereby preventing 
stigma, remains in place. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what other public services will support NHS 
Scotland with the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-33277 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the Member to my statements to Parliament, most recently on 
13 January 2021, our deployment plan and my letters to MSPs on this matter. As I 
have made clear our plans will remain iterative as information on supply, further 
vaccine approvals and characteristics and delivery together with any further MHRA 
and JCVI guidance comes forward. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines will 
align with the flu vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-33278 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether GPs will have responsibility for the 
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-33279 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/pages/vulnerable-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/pages/vulnerable-children-and-young-people/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-act-2020-educational-continuity-direction/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how far people will have to travel to receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33280 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how COVID-19 vaccines will be distributed 
(a) on Scotland's islands and (b) in other remote and rural areas. 
 

S5W-33281 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how COVID-19 vaccines will be transported 
and delivered to immunisation centres. 
 

S5W-33282 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government which sites are being considered for mass 
COVID-19 immunisation centres. 
 

S5W-33283 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure the NHS has 
the necessary workforce to administer COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-33284 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to ensure the NHS has 
the necessary syringes and other equipment required to administer COVID-19 
vaccines. 
 

S5W-33285 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many freezers have been procured for 
the storage of COVID-19 vaccines, and where they will be located. 
 

S5W-33286 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in the event that a COVID-19 vaccine 
requires two doses, how it will ensure that patients receive both doses in the correct 
timescale. 
 

S5W-33288 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33277 on  
14 January 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-32899 by Jeane Freeman on 2 December 2020, what 
risk assessment has been done in each of the scenarios identified in that question. 
 

S5W-33711 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our decision-making process has been informed by the four harms 
approach throughout. The four key harms are: the direct impact of COVID-19 on 
health; the wider impact that the virus is having on health and social care services; 
how the restrictions are impacting on our broader way of living and society (including 
the negative effects on wellbeing and inequality); and effect of the restrictions on our 
economy. This approach is used to ensure that the transmission risk is taken into 
account but also that the impacts on the other harms are kept to a minimum. 
 
We published a paper on 11 December that describes how the four harms approach 
works in practice and presents evidence to illustrate how we used this approach to 
make decisions about levels, activities and restrictions through the Route Map 
process. Our intention, in making this available, is to bring transparency to the very 
difficult decisions that we have had to make during this crisis. 
 
The risk assessments of the direct impact of COVID-19 on health will have been 
specific to the decisions that needed to be taken. These will have been be informed 
by: the vulnerability of those using the setting; the nature of the setting and the extent 
to which it operates in circumstances in which this virus is most likely to spread; the 
number of people potentially affected; the duration of the activity; the proximity of the 
people involved; and the extent to which risk mitigation measures could be put in place. 
All of these factors are underpinned by the developing scientific evidence base, 
international experience and experience in Scotland. A recent publication from the 
British Medical Journal provides a good summary of setting risk. 
 
While it is clinically impossible to assess the exact risk for each scenario, every 
decision we take is with the over-riding objective of trying to keep the country as safe 
as possible to get it through what we hope is now the final stage of the pandemic, with 
as few lives lost and as little harm to health, and to the economy, as possible. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of reported disruption to cardiac rehabilitation services across the 
country, what support it is providing to re-establish these services and to engage with 
groups that typically do not attend, such as women. 
 

S5W-34156 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-framework-decision-making-assessing-four-harms-crisis/
https://www.bmj.com/content/371/bmj.m3862
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Jeane Freeman: Throughout 2020 the Scottish Government’s Cardiac Rehab 
Champion, in conjunction with the British Heart Foundation, was in contact with health 
boards across Scotland and worked with them to discuss alternative, Covid-
appropriate options to traditional face-to-face rehabilitation. 
 
Our overriding priority is to keep people safe, in their homes and in healthcare settings. 
Individual decisions based on the benefits and risks of treatment may have to be made 
for people living with a heart disease. Alternative therapy options involving fewer visits 
to hospital are being offered to individuals where these are considered clinically 
appropriate. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the 
rationale is for its policy that people who have had a positive PCR COVID-19 test are 
not required to take another test prior to a care home visit, provided they have 
completed their self-isolation period and are clear of symptoms. 
 

S5W-34164 
 

Jeane Freeman: People who have had a positive PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction) 
COVID-19 test are not required to take another test within a period of 90 days from 
their initial illness onset or test (if asymptomatic) provided they have completed their 
self-isolation period and are clear of symptoms. This is because is because fragments 
of inactive virus can be persistently detected by PCR tests in respiratory tract samples 
following infection – long after a person has completed their isolation period and is no 
longer infectious. This advice is based on Health Protection Scotland guidance  
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-
guidance-for-care-home-settings/ 
Further information on the reasons for this approach can be accessed from Public 
Health England guidance: COVID-19: management of staff and exposed patients or 
residents in health and social care settings: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-
healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-
exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings#staff-who-are-pcr-
positive-for-sars-cov-2. 
 
 
 
Brian Whittle (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist ): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the cost to NHS Scotland of 
continuous treatments prescribed to people with a cancer diagnosis under COVID-19 
guidelines in comparison with any alternative cost-effective fixed treatment duration 
options. 
 

S5W-34176 
 

Jeane Freeman:  NHS Boards are monitoring overall costs of COVID19 including the 
net cost of treatments supported by the COVID-19 National Cancer Medicines 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-care-home-settings/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings#staff-who-are-pcr-positive-for-sars-cov-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings#staff-who-are-pcr-positive-for-sars-cov-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings#staff-who-are-pcr-positive-for-sars-cov-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings/covid-19-management-of-exposed-healthcare-workers-and-patients-in-hospital-settings#staff-who-are-pcr-positive-for-sars-cov-2
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Advisory Group (NCMAG). NCMAG has provided NHS Boards with a toolkit to 
facilitate this. 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what recruitment plans it has in place to increase the number of people 
able to administer the COVID-19 vaccine when it becomes available. 
 

S5W-33734 
 

Jeane Freeman: As part of our work to support delivery of this national programme 
we have modelled vaccination workforce requirements and shared this information 
alongside a workforce modelling tool to assist Health Boards with local delivery. 
 
Arrangements have been made to supplement the core vaccination workforce involved 
in delivering our seasonal flu programme with professionals from the fields of general 
practice, pharmacy, dentistry and optometry. A new National Protocol will also 
enhance the role that Health Care Support Workers can play. We have directed NHS 
Education for Scotland to refer all applicants remaining on the Health and Social Care 
Accelerated Recruitment Portal to territorial Health Boards for consideration and we 
have written to Regulatory bodies including the GMC and NMC regarding the 
deployment of those on emergency registers as we work to deliver the biggest 
vaccination programme ever seen in Scotland.  
 
Further detail is set out in the Vaccine Development Plan published on the 13th of 
January 2021. 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the £500 bonus scheme for NHS and social care workers is 
being extended to those who live in Scotland but are employed by NHS trusts in 
northern England. 
 

S5W-33755 
 

Jeane Freeman: Our one off thank you payment recognises the extraordinary service 
provided by NHS Scotland and Scotland’s social care staff in this toughest of years. 
 
Responsibility for the pay and reward of staff who work for NHS Trusts in England 
does not lie with the Scottish Government. It is for the UK Government to determine if 
they wish to provide a similar thank you payment to staff who work in NHS England. 
 
  
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether occupational therapists who work in local authority 
health and social care departments will be eligible for the £500 "thank you" bonus. 
 

S5W-33764 
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Jeane Freeman: Occupational therapists who work in local authority health and social 
care departments will be in the scope of the pro rata £500 payment being made to 
those NHS and adult social care staff who have been employed since 17 March 2020. 
Full details of the categories of workers who are eligible for the payment are set out in 
the Scottish Government's announcement. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it has received offers of public health messaging 
support from third sector organisations encouraging at-risk groups to take up the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33855 
 

Jeane Freeman: We have received offers of public health messaging support from a 
wide range of third sector organisations willing to help encourage at-risk groups to take 
up the COVID-19 vaccine, including BEMIS, Disabled People's Organisations and 
National Carers organisations. 
 
In addition, Age Scotland, Scottish Care, CCPS-Coalition of Care and Support 
Providers in Scotland have assisted with wording on leaflets, as older people and care 
workers are among the first priority groups. We will also be drawing on the expertise 
of a variety of organisations to help shape the messaging for at risk groups such as 
Diabetes Scotland and British Heart foundation. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what steps it will take to encourage people with asthma and 
other respiratory conditions to take up the offer of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33856 
 

Jeane Freeman: We have planned a communications campaign to inform audiences 
in Scotland about the COVID-19 vaccine and encourage uptake. This comprises a 
mass media campaign supported by online information, a phoneline, a door drop to all 
households in Scotland and partnership working with a wide range of public, private 
and third sector organisations to meaningfully engage a wide range of audiences. We 
will also draw on the expertise of a variety of organisations to optimise reach of our 
messaging for at risk groups such as those with asthma and respiratory conditions. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the prevalence of COVID-19 is among the Pakistani community, and how this 
compares with (a) other BAME groups and (b) the overall population. 
 

S5W-33878 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/gbp-500-bonus-for-health-and-social-care-staff/
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Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to S5W-33876 on 11 January 
2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether medical and nursing students who have provided 
support to frontline staff while still carrying out academic studies during the pandemic 
will be included in the £500 "thank you" bonus. 
 

S5W-33891 
 

Jeane Freeman: Students who worked on temporary paid contracts during the 
pandemic for a period of at least one month during the qualifying period, and have 
since returned to university, will receive the payment. This includes Nursing, Midwifery 
and Allied Health Professional students who undertook paid placements over the 
Summer. However, clinical students on unpaid placements within health and social 
care are not eligible. 
 
The Scottish Government has published a list of frequently asked questions regarding 
this payment which provide information on eligibility and payment arrangements. The 
FAQ can be found at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
gbp500-payment-for-health-and-social-care-staff---questions-and-answers/. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether prioritisation for the COVID-19 
vaccine will be given to different types of (a) NHS and (b) social care staff depending 
on which area of the service they work within. 
 

S5W-33910 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the information sent to all MSP’s dated 23rd 
December which provides the prioritisation information requested. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice and guidance it has provided to hospices regarding visiting 
arrangements under the COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-33911 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Chief Medical Officer, Chief Nursing Officer and National 
Clinical Director most recently wrote to hospices on the 22 December 2020 to offer 
updated advice on visiting over the winter period. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-gbp500-payment-for-health-and-social-care-staff---questions-and-answers/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-gbp500-payment-for-health-and-social-care-staff---questions-and-answers/
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This letter emphasised that Scottish Hospices are expected to follow the visiting 
guidance that is most closely aligned to the physical attributes of their service. It is 
important to reflect that the majority of patients cared for in this type of setting will fall 
under the visiting guidance exemption for end of life care. In such instances, we 
support hospices in taking a compassionate and bespoke approach to visiting to allow 
those nearing the end of life to be with their loved ones. 
 
The Scottish Government remains in regular communication with Scottish Hospices, 
through the auspices of the Scottish Hospices Leadership Group, to provide further 
advice and support as required. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what paperwork will be provided to people who are given a 
COVID-19 vaccine to confirm that they have received it. 
 

S5W-33918 
 

Jeane Freeman: People who are given a COVID-19 vaccine are provided with a 
nationally produced leaflet, that tells them what to expect after the vaccine and 
includes a reminder about their second dose. They are not given any paperwork as a 
‘record’ of the vaccine. As with other vaccines, their vaccination is recorded 
electronically by NHS Scotland. For COVID-19 vaccination, a Vaccination 
Management Tool is used by local NHS Boards to record vaccinations. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether NHS boards 
considered the resource impact of extensive contact tracing; what resources 
were allocated to each board to address this, and whether it will publish the final 
assessment made by (a) the NHS overall and (b) each NHS board. 
 

S5W-33959 
 

Jeane Freeman: Exercise Iris was delivered in March 2018 to test the response to an 
outbreak of Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV), which is a High 
Consequence Infectious Disease (HCID), in one or more NHS Board areas in 
Scotland. It was not designed to test a pandemic response. Within this context, the 
exercise report recommended that Boards ensure the resource impact of extensive 
contact tracing has been considered. Prior to the establishment of Test and Protect in 
2020-21, NHS Boards made decisions locally on arrangements for contact tracing and 
the allocation of any necessary resource. Consequently, the Scottish Government 
does not hold a central record of these assessments. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether the PPE 
requirements for primary and secondary care were addressed, and whether a clear 
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policy regarding high-consequence infectious diseases was produced by the Health 
Protection Preparedness Group. 
 

S5W-33960 
 

Jeane Freeman: A High Consequence Infectious Disease (HCID) sub group of the 
Scottish Health Protection Network was set up in September 2018 to specifically look 
at preparedness for managing HCIDs. As part of the Group’s work to date, the 
Respiratory Protective Equipment Survey, which has been carried out since 2015, was 
expanded to capture data on training in the use of HCID enhanced PPE in Scotland; 
including the number and type of staff trained, and the methods and frequency of 
training. The work of the sub group has paused due to current circumstances 
surrounding Covid-19 but will be resumed when practicable, to ensure readiness to 
deal with the impact of HCIDs. 
 
A unified PPE Ensemble for managing cases of HCIDs has been agreed and training 
resources for donning and doffing have been established, alongside posters on the 
recommended use of PPE. A letter issued to Health Boards in July 2019, which 
included a reminder of their obligations to ensure that sufficient numbers of staff are 
FFP3 fit tested and trained in the use of enhanced PPE. 
 
Additionally, Health Protection Scotland have published infection prevention and 
control guidance for an outbreak of MERS-CoV and Avian Flu, including the 
appropriate levels of PPE. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether health and 
social care partnerships are now included in NHS board command and control 
structures. 
 

S5W-33961 
 

Jeane Freeman: As part of The Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Act 2014, 
Integrated Joint Boards (IJBs) were created to assume responsibility for the strategic 
planning and commissioning of health and social care services. All IJBs were fully 
operational by April 2016 and, since that time, have worked closely with NHS Boards 
and other key delivery organisations to plan, prepare, test and respond to a range of 
health and social care related incidents. This includes IJBs being part of the overall 
command, control and coordination structure(s) for significant incidents which may 
arise in that health board area. 
 
Earlier this year I committed to Parliament to reviewing IJBs’ statutory requirements 
with a view to adding them as Category 1 responders under Schedule 2 of the Civil 
Contingencies Act 2004. The Scottish Government undertook a consultation on this 
proposal which ended on 22 November, and I have now confirmed IJBs will be added 
as Category 1 responders under Schedule 2 of the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. 
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Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S5W-32952 by Jeane Freeman on 12 November 
2020, whether it will request that Public Health Scotland publishes the occupation and 
sector data collected during interviews, broken down by Standard Industrial 
Classification. 
 

S5W-33964 
 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government officials continue to work closely with Public 
Health Scotland to develop the range of statistics that are published. However, Public 
Health Scotland is an independent statistics producer, so make the decision on which 
data they publish. Public Health Scotland continuously review the data they publish; 
the contact tracing data currently collected on occupations does not allow Standard 
Industrial Classification to be derived. While not an SIC group, "Cases reporting an 
occupation in the Education and Childcare sector" are published in Public Health 
Scotland's weekly statistical report. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many care homes have had (a) zero to 10, (b) 11 to 20, (c) 21 to 30, (d) 31 to 40 and 
(e) over 40 of their residents die where COVID-19 has been a factor or suspected 
factor (i) between 1 Jan and 30 June 2020 and (ii) since 1 July 2020 to date. 
 

S5W-33974 
 

Jeane Freeman: Management information on deaths of residents of care homes is 
collected by the Care Inspectorate and published in aggregate form on the Scottish 
Government website. It is available here: 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): adult care homes - additional data - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
In addition, there are other sources of statistics about deaths, and deaths related to 
coronavirus in Scotland. National Records of Scotland (NRS) publish official statistics 
on deaths in Scotland, including deaths that occur in care homes, and deaths related 
to coronavirus. These statistics are sourced directly from death certificates, and will 
be the most accurate record of deaths. These statistics can be found on the NRS 
website here: 
 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats 

 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government (a) when and (b) how it expects the £500 "thank you" bonus 
for NHS and social care staff to be issued. 
 

S5W-33980 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats
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Jeane Freeman: On 23 December 2020, the Scottish Government published full 
details of eligibility for the pro-rata £500 payment, including expected payment dates. 
Payments to health and care workers will commence in February 2021, with the 
majority of social care staff receiving payment in March 2021. To reduce the potential 
impact a single payment may have on any benefits staff may be receiving, we will ask 
employers to offer the option of spreading this payment over three months. Full details 
have been published at the following link:  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): £500 payment for health and social care staff - questions 
and answers - gov.scot (www.gov.scot).. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government which NHS boards are licensed for 
distributing and administering the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, and what plans these 
boards have in place with the remaining NHS boards regarding the use of the vaccine. 
 

S5W-33982 
 

Jeane Freeman: All NHS Health Boards can distribute and administer the Pfizer 
vaccine within their own legal entity using NHS staff 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how it will deliver the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine to remote and rural communities. 
 

S5W-33984 
 

Jeane Freeman: NHS Boards have the ability to, in line with Medicines and 
Healthcare products Regulatory agency (MHRA) requirements, pack down and 
distribute the Pfizer vaccine within their own legal entity. This will enable the vaccine 
to be administered in rural and island communities. Each health board has at least 
one Ultra Low Chamber for vaccine storage locally to aid delivery. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether NHS and social care staff who do not wish to receive 
the £500 "thank you" bonus are able to nominate a charity to receive the money 
instead. 
 

S5W-33998 
 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government Ministers want to recognise the extraordinary 
effort that front line NHS and social care staff have made to our national effort during 
this pandemic. There is no mechanism for opting out of receiving the payment or 
nominating a charity to receive it. All recipients are however free to do with they wish 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-gbp500-payment-for-health-and-social-care-staff---questions-and-answers/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-gbp500-payment-for-health-and-social-care-staff---questions-and-answers/
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with the payment, including donating to charitable causes if they should choose. Full 
details have been published at the following link:  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): £500 payment for health and social care staff - questions 
and answers - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether a carer who receives payment for caring for a relative will receive 
the £500 "thank you" bonus. 
 

S5W-34004 
 

Jeane Freeman: Personal assistants employed in the adult social care sector by the 
person they support will be in scope of the pro rata £500 payment being made to those 
NHS and adult social care staff who have been employed since 17 March 2020. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether adult personal assistants who are employed by local 
authorities are eligible for the £500 "thank you" bonus for health and social care 
workers. 
 

S5W-34014 
 

Jeane Freeman: All social care staff employed in registered adult social care services 
and personal assistants will be in scope of the pro rata £500 payment being made to 
those NHS and adult social care staff who have been employed since  
17 March 2020. This includes those employed in the statutory, third and private sector, 
or by the person who they support directly. 
 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the role that (a) care and (b) support staff working in the third 
sector have played in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether they will be 
awarded the £500 "thank you" bonus in the same way as their counterparts in the 
statutory sector. 
 

S5W-34044 
 

Jeane Freeman: Alongside NHS and statutory adult social care staff, the contribution 
of care and support staff in the third sector has been critical in our response to the 
pandemic. Staff working for a registered adult social care service or in a role supporting 
those registered services in a head office, for example finance and administrative staff, 
will be in scope of the pro rata £500 payment being made to those NHS and adult 
social care staff who have been employed since 17 March 2020. This includes those 
employed in the statutory, third and private sector. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-gbp500-payment-for-health-and-social-care-staff---questions-and-answers/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-gbp500-payment-for-health-and-social-care-staff---questions-and-answers/
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Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance and advice is available for GP 
practices to enable them to offer face-to-face appointments in a safe way during the 
current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34047 
 

Jeane Freeman: GPs practices follow the advice in Health Protection Scotland's 
guidance: Novel coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance for primary care - Management of 
patients in primary care. 
 
The guidance does allow for face-to-face consultations where that is clinically 
appropriate, but GP practices are advised to make every effort to triage all patients by 
telephone to avoid patients presenting at the practice unnecessarily. 
 
Where patients need to attend, they should follow physical distancing guidelines. 
Physical distancing by staff of 2m should be followed in all areas of the workplace, 
including non-clinical areas. Where 2m physical distancing cannot be maintained, for 
example in direct patient contacts, the use of PPE in accordance with guidance will 
reduce the risk of exposure. Other considerations might include measures such as 
staggering staff breaks, and toilet use to limit the density of staff in specific areas are 
required. The use of Perspex (or similar) screens should also be considered to reduce 
risk in non-clinical encounters. 
 
 
Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to ensure that residents of Uist and Barra have access to 
vaccinations for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34052 
 

Jeane Freeman: Effective provision of Covid vaccination to the citizens of Scotland 
regardless of geographical location is a key aim of the Covid Vaccination programme 
and the Scottish Government are working with health boards to ensure this happens. 
We have received confirmation from the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA) that the undiluted Pfizer vaccine can be transported by 
boat. The MHRA confirmation will now enable us to get the vaccine to these 
communities and local Health Boards are liaising with us on the practicalities and 
timescales for this. In addition the Oxford vaccine has less rigorous storage and 
transportation limitations so we are confident that vaccination delivery to rural and 
island communities shouldn't be impacted. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to allowing 
indoor household mixing in rural and remote parts of mainland Scotland that are in 
Level 1, in a similar way that has been allowed for those living in inhabited island 
communities. 

https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2930/documents/1_covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2930/documents/1_covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care.pdf


18 
 

 

 
S5W-34098 

 
Jeane Freeman: On December 8, the First Minister confirmed to Parliament that all 
islands in local authority areas under Level 1 protective measures without road links 
to the mainland would mirror the approach taken on the Orkney Islands, Shetland 
Islands and Na h-Eileanan Siar (Western Isles) and that people could meet another 
household indoors, subject to the 6 people from 2 household rule in a private home or 
in a public place such as a bar, pub, café or restaurant.  
 
This was in recognition of the particular impact that isolation and loneliness can have 
on island communities. It was recognised these same issues can arise in rural 
communities on the mainland and consideration was given to extending this specific 
exemption. However, given the need to protect our communities, and allowing for the 
transport links which connect rural communities on the mainland to more urban areas, 
the conclusion was reached that a more cautious approach was appropriate.  
 
From 26 December, all areas in Scotland on the mainland come under level 4, with 
Orkney, Shetland, Na h-Eileanan Siar and the more remote islands in Argyll and Bute 
and Highland moving to Level 3 and individuals should follow the rules appropriate for 
their local authority under these levels.  
 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will consider offering the COVID-19 vaccine on a 
24-hours-a-day basis once stocks permit. 
 

S5W-34133 
 

Jeane Freeman: Current planning is for 8am - 8pm, 7 days opening but as I indicated 
in the chamber on 13 January 2021 we have the capacity to extend these hours 
including to 24/7 and we will keep this position under review. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many care homes (a) have and (b) do not have isolation facilities 
with a dedicated staff team for residents with COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34137 
 

Jeane Freeman: This information is not collated centrally. Each outbreak requires to 
be managed on an individual basis because of the particular needs of each home and 
the answer to S5W-34142 on 14 January 2021 sets out what support and guidance is 
available to care homes.   
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
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http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its policy is regarding care home residents who test positive for, or 
show symptoms of, COVID-19 where their care home has no isolation facility or 
dedicated staff team. 
 

S5W-34142 
 

Jeane Freeman: Guidance from Health Protection Scotland supports those working 
in Social, Community and Residential Care settings. It sets out measures to prevent 
spread of COVID-19 and how to provide care for individuals as safely as possible, 
including staff cohorting. The guidance is available at : www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-
resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-
residential-care-settings/ 
 
Most recently, our letter to providers about the move to level 4 restrictions on  
22 December, recommends that larger homes subdivide into smaller units (ideally as 
small as is possible to support independent off duties) and that staff should bubble, 
even when off duty.  
 
Local Health Protection and Care Home Clinical and Care Professional Oversight 
teams, led by the local Director of Public Health, and the Care Inspectorate, are some 
of the key partners who provide support to care homes, particularly when there is an 
outbreak. Risk assessments are also carried out by care homes to take account to 
their home’s individual requirements and needs.   
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason public pools are open for private individual 
swimming lessons in areas subject to Level 3 restrictions, but club swimming training 
is prohibited. 
 

S5W-34143 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government fully recognise the importance of being 
physically active during the Covid-19 pandemic, both for physical and mental health. 
While we appreciate the social interaction that club activity provides, limiting group 
activity, where there may be an increased risk of transmission, is vital to suppress the 
virus.  
 
Our approach and principles remain those we set out in our Framework for Decision-
Making, based on clinical evidence, expert advice, and a balanced assessment of the 
risks.  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
http://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
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Given that the situation with the virus remains fragile – with many cases and continuing 
pressure on the NHS – we are taking a cautious approach. We will continue to keep 
restrictions around sport and physical activity under review.  
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has been involved in, following its announcement on 
10 December 2020, regarding how to allocate the £10 million of grant funding for 
Scottish football clubs outwith the Premiership. 
 

S5W-34223 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Following a number of detailed discussions, the distribution 
mechanism for the £10 million grant funding has been agreed with the Scottish FA. 
This has now been communicated to clubs and affiliated national associations to allow 
this this urgent emergency financial support to be distributed as soon as possible.  
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will outline the parameters that were set for Scottish football’s 
governing bodies in relation to the use of the £30 million funding package announced 
on 10 December 2020. 
 

S5W-34224 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The emergency funding levels were agreed between the Scottish 
Government and the Scottish FA following analysis of the impact of spectator absence 
and the remaining costs and income streams in each league. The funding will be used 
to support ongoing football related operations including protecting jobs and 
maintaining essential infrastructure. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what financial support is being made available to the private 
leisure industry, including (a) fitness clubs and (b) leisure centres. 
 

S5W-34227 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Since the start of the Covid-19 outbreak the Scottish Government 
has worked closely with the UK Government and private and public sector partners to 
develop a range of support mechanisms for businesses. To varying degrees, the 
leisure industry have utilised the job retention scheme, non-domestic rates relief, 
business hardship fund, and the Strategic Framework Business Support.  
 
a) The Finance Secretary recently announced an additional £41 million to top up 
support for non-essential retail and gyms, which are required to close in level 4.  
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b) The Scottish Government is working with COSLA to finalise a lost income scheme, 
including support for ALEOs, worth an estimated £90 million which when added to the 
committed £49 million consequentials will provide an extra £139 million of funding.  
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consideration it is giving to re-opening gyms in 
Level 4 areas, in light of Europe-wide figures from safeACTIVE, which recorded 487 
COVID-19-positive cases from 62 million visits and Public Health Scotland 
figures suggesting that exercising in gyms accounted for less than 4% of new cases 
in the week ending 13 December 2020. 
 

S5W-34252 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We currently have no plans to allow gyms to open in Tier 4. Level 4 
is intended to apply for short periods of time to bring transmission down and under 
control. Given that the situation with the virus remains fragile – with many cases and 
continuing pressure on the NHS – we are taking a cautious approach. 
 
Decisions on what sectors and activities to re-open on our route out of lockdown are 
guided by the principles set out in our Framework for Decision Making. Proposals are 
technically assessed using the best available evidence and analysis of their potential 
benefits and harms to health, the economy, and broader society to minimise overall 
harm and ensure transmission of the virus continues to be suppressed. This 
assessment process includes oversight of the assessed health risks in different 
settings by the Chief Medical Officer and input from the other Chief Clinicians as 
appropriate. 
. 
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Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 14 January 2021 

Social Security and Older People 

1. Tom Mason: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to help older 
people access essential requirements, including food, medical attention and 
prescriptions, under the current COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04897) 

2. James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to protect 
older people in Glasgow from the impact of COVID-19. (S5O-04898) 

3. Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
ensure that older people who are shielding receive appropriate support. (S5O-
04899) 

4. Christine Grahame: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will provide 
to assist older people in coping with the January COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. 
(S5O-04900) 

6. Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what is being done to tackle 
loneliness and social isolation resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.  (S5O-04902) 

8. Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to help 
alleviate loneliness in older people during the COVID-19 pandemic.  (S5O-04904) 

Finance 

1. Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the finance secretary's 
announcement on 9 December, how many businesses have received support from 
the £185 million funding package. (S5O-04905) 

3. Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has allocated to 
provide financial support for businesses in the Motherwell and Wishaw constituency 
that have been impacted by Level 4 COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-04907) 

5. Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government how much it will allocate to 
support businesses experiencing difficulties due to COVID-19 that do not qualify for 
current schemes, or for which the assistance is inadequate to meet their needs. 
(S5O-04909) 

6. Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government how much it has allocated to 
support the construction and development industry during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
(S5O-04910) 

7. Ruth Maguire: To ask the Scottish Government how much funding it has made 
available to businesses throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04911) 

 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04897
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04898
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04899
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04899
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04900
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04902
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04904
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04905
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04907
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04909
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04910
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04911
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13052&i=118078
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Written questions lodged on 14 January 2021 

S5W-34548 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government what communication 
it has had with universities regarding the return of students; what COVID-19 testing 
is in place for their return; how many students it anticipates will return, and what its 
advice is to university students who are currently preparing to return to their (a) 
university and (b) private student accommodation. 
S5W-34553 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government how many deaths 
there have been since the start of the COVD-19 pandemic that were as a result of 
difficulties in accessing treatment in hospital or cancelled appointments. 
S5W-34563 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-33926 by Mairi Gougeon on 11 January 2021, whether it plans to 
gather the information that was requested regarding how many hospital patients 
have been discharged to hospices (a) untested and (b) after testing positive for 
COVID-19, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34564 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government how many clinicians 
have volunteered to support the NHS outwith their working hours since the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, and how they have been supported to do this. 
S5W-34571 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking to recruit retired and former NHS staff to assist in the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
S5W-34572 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people with (a) cystic fibrosis, (b) severe asthma, (c) chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), (d) interstitial lung disease and (e) sarcoidosis are being 
advised to shield from COVID-19. 
S5W-34575 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government how much additional 
funding has been provided to Police Scotland to allow support staff to work from 
home during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34581 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
prioritise frontline essential retail workers as part of the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
S5W-34582 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how 
many people (a) applied for and (b) received the Self-Isolation Support Grant in 
October 2020, broken down by gender. 
S5W-34583 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
publishing a breakdown of details of Self-Isolation Support Grant (a) applications and 
(b) awards by gender.  
S5W-34584 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many health 
and social workers who qualify for the £500 "thank you" bonus in recognition of their 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic have received the payment, and how many are 
yet to receive it. 
S5W-34588 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what (a) bills, (b) 
regulations and (c) consultations it has postponed since March 2020 due to the 
impact of COVID-19, broken down by portfolio area. 
S5W-34592 Claire Baker: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
introduce support bubbles for families with new babies and children under the age of 
one. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34548
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34553
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34563
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34564
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34571
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34572
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34575
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34581
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34582
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34583
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34584
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34588
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34592
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S5W-34593 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide funding to meet the childcare costs of keyworkers who have to pay for 
additional childcare due to family carers having to shield. 
 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34593
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

