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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 19 January 2021. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 19 January 
are included at page 13. 
 
Written questions lodged on 19 January can be found on pages 14 and 15 of 
this document. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 19 January) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 

Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what it is doing to support urgent elective care, in light of the rise in 
COVID-19 admissions to hospital. 
 

S5W-34657 

Jeane Freeman: Whilst the need to protect non COVID-19 healthcare activity remains 
paramount, it will inevitably be affected by the degree to which we can suppress the 
virus. Consequently, given the differing levels of virus prevalence we are seeing 
across the country, we need to give our clinicians and NHS Boards flexibility to 
manage the demands of this continuing emergency situation. 
 
Due to these demands, NHS Boards are stepping back their non-urgent routine 
procedures consistent with the Framework for Clinical Prioritisation of Elective Care. 
To support NHS Boards and to ensure that urgent elective and cancer patients 
continue to receive treatment, and following the arrangements set out in the NHS 
Scotland - winter preparedness plan: 2020 to 2021 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot), we have 
secured further capacity from the private healthcare sector in Scotland. Our strategy 
for using the private sector is to ensure that there is a green pathway for those patients 
who require vital planned care. The private sector hospitals will provide support for 
breast surgery, urology, and gynaecology. 
 
This support comes on top of the additional capacity already being provided by NHS 
Golden Jubilee and NHS Louisa Jordan for a number of elective treatments and 
outpatient appointments. This will allow NHS Boards to concentrate on the front line 
response to the impact COVID19. 
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work closely with NHS Boards to ensure 
those requiring urgent care can be seen as quickly and safely as possible. 
 
Even as we expand our vaccination and testing programmes, the number of COVID 
patients within our hospitals remains very high – so it is absolutely vital that people 
continue to stay home, protect the NHS, and save lives. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-elective-care-clinical-prioritisation-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/winter-preparedness-plan-nhs-scotland-2020-21/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/winter-preparedness-plan-nhs-scotland-2020-21/
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Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
analysis it has carried out of (a) access to and (b) the take-up of online learning for 
school pupils. 
 

S5W-34477 
 

John Swinney: With regard to online services, the Glow platform is freely available to 
all learners and teachers in Scotland who have access to an internet connection and 
a device with a modern browser. During the period in 2020 when schools were closed 
(Mar-Jun 2020) over 560,000 users logged in to Glow over 40 million times. The first 
week of remote learning which started on 11 January saw over 464,000 unique users 
logging in over 5.1 million times. It should be noted that a small number of local 
authorities do not make use of Glow as their primary online learning environment and 
have chosen to use other platforms, therefore learners in these area do not show up 
in these numbers.  
 
Education Scotland will be monitoring the provision of remote learning on a weekly 
basis. The first national overview report will be available on 22 January. 

 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many school pupils do not have access to online learning, and for what reasons. 
 

S5W-34478 
 

John Swinney: We do not hold this information centrally. Local authorities and 
schools are best placed to identify learners who do not have access to online learning. 
We have worked, and will continue to work, with Local Authorities to address these 
issues. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing to ensure that all school pupils have access to online learning. 
 

S5W-34479 
 

John Swinney: Scottish Government has invested £25m to support digital inclusion 
for school-aged learners across Scotland. At end-December 2020, almost 59,000 
devices and over 10,000 connectivity packages had been distributed to learners and 
more will have been distributed since then. In total the programme is expected to 
benefit 70,000 disadvantaged children and young people across Scotland. 
 
A further £45m is being provided to councils to support families with remote learning. 
This additional funding may be used flexibly by councils to purchase additional digital 
devices, to recruit additional staff and to provide additional family support. 
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Glow, which provides access to Microsoft Office 365, Google G-Suite for Education 
and Wordpress Blogs, is freely available to all learners and teachers in Scotland. 
 
In addition, Education Scotland has provided a significant expansion of online learning 
through the National e-Learning Offer. 600 recorded lessons and 14,000 items of 
online learning and teaching resources are available to schools. Education Scotland 
have also published clear principles and entitlements for remote learning and will be 
monitoring provision on a weekly basis. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will allow primary school-aged children of single-
parent families to access key worker childcare and learning at school under the latest 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34481 
 

John Swinney: The purpose of the current exceptional arrangements is to ensure 
that workers performing an essential role as set out in the updated schools guidance 
published on 6 January 2021 and the childcare guidance published on  
7 January 2021, can request access to key worker childcare when alternative 
options, such as home working or access to informal childcare in line with current 
guidance, are unavailable. 
 
Single-parent families who meet the criteria set out in the guidance are eligible to 
apply to their school, local authority or childcare provider for key worker childcare. In 
considering requests to schools, local authorities are expected to take account of the 
diverse needs of their local communities, families and young people when applying 
that guidance. This would include consideration of circumstances giving rise to 
vulnerability. 

 
 

Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what additional support it is providing to households that 
are undertaking home learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34488 
 

John Swinney: Scottish Government has invested £25m to support digital inclusion 
for school-aged learners across Scotland. At end-December 2020, almost 59,000 
devices and over 10,000 connectivity packages had been distributed to learners and 
more will have been distributed since then.  
 
A further £45m is being provided to councils to support families with remote learning. 
This additional funding may be used flexibly by councils to purchase additional digital 
devices, to recruit additional staff and to provide additional family support. 
 
Glow, which provides access to Microsoft Office 365, Google G-Suite for Education 
and Wordpress Blogs, is freely available to all learners and teachers in Scotland. 
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In addition, Education Scotland has provided a significant expansion of online learning 
through the National e-Learning Offer. 600 recorded lessons and 14,000 items of 
online learning and teaching resources are available to schools. Education Scotland 
have also published clear principles and entitlements for remote learning and will be 
monitoring provision on a weekly basis. 
 

 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what recent discussions it has had with Dumfries and 
Galloway Council regarding the date for the roll-out of the Dumfries and Galloway 
Virtual School. 
 

S5W-34469 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has not had direct discussions with 
Dumfries and Galloway Council, however Education Scotland, in its role as 
improvement agency for education, has been in contact with the Council in order to 
share information on progress with its Virtual School. 
 
Education Scotland has confirmed its understanding is that the school covers both the 
Broad General Education and Senior Phase, that virtual teachers have been appointed 
to the school and that prior to the recent school closures the virtual school had been 
providing support to pupils who had been absent for Covid-19 related issues. 
 
The responsibility for the school rests with the local authority, however Education 
Scotland will continue to liaise with the local authority as part of its role in providing 
improvement support across Scotland. Dumfries and Galloway Council, in common 
with other local authorities, can also access options via the National E-Learning Offer. 
 
Further information can be obtained from the local authority.  

 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that the return to the hub model 
for schoolchildren takes account of the experience of the previous lockdown. 
 

S5W-34511 
 

John Swinney: The recently updated guidance on schools (published on 6 January) 
and childcare (published on 7 January) provide information on arrangements for 
vulnerable children and children of key workers, taking on board experience from the 
previous lockdown. However all schools and many childcare providers are able to 
open and there has not been a return to a hub model. 
 
Families who meet the criteria set out in the guidance are eligible to apply to their 
school, local authority or childcare provider for childcare.  

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether children whose parents are both key workers, but 
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where one parent works entirely at home, are able to access childcare at key worker 
hubs and, if not, for what reason. 
 

S5W-34529 
 

John Swinney: The purpose of the current, exceptional key worker arrangements is 
to ensure that those who are critical to essential and lifeline services in Scotland can 
request places for their children in schools or with childcare providers, where that is 
necessary to the delivery of those functions. Where a key worker parent working from 
home cannot fulfil critical functions because of childcare needs, and no alternative 
childcare or working options are available, we would expect local authorities and 
providers to take this into account when making decisions on the availability and 
prioritisation of key worker childcare places in their area/s. 
 
In order to achieve the primary objective of reducing interactions and helping to drive 
down community transmission of Covid-19, the number of key worker children 
presenting to schools during the current strict lockdown must however be kept to an 
absolute minimum. Employers are therefore asked to strictly prioritise and only request 
key worker places for staff who are critical to the provision of essential services and 
have no alternative childcare or working options. Employees should therefore discuss 
their intention to request a place with their employer, before contacting their council. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance and support it is providing to people with sight 
loss to help them to observe COVID-19 social distancing measures. 
 

S5W-34438 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government understands that some people, including 
those with sight loss, may find physical distancing rules more difficult to follow than 
others and our Stay at home guidance includes information on Support for people, 
which highlights these additional challenges. The section on Support for people – 
supporting others – reminds us to be considerate of others by giving way and offering 
help when we are out and about. 
 
In addition, we have produced guidance for those providing guide support and 
produced a checklist for retailers that asks retailers to bear in mind that some people 
may find the physical distancing measures in shops more difficult to adhere to than 
others. There is also customer guidance that explains how the customer experience 
in shops has changed and what needs to be done to ensure a safer shopping 
experience for everyone. 
 
We have also worked with NHS Inform colleagues to share various guidance including 
guidance on physical distancing and worked with a wide range of third sector partners 
to produce cross sectorial guidance for everyone on supporting people with a sensory 
impairment and for health and social care workers on communicating effectively with 
people with a sensory loss 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-those-providing-guide-support/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2020/05/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/documents/retail-guidance-checklist/retail-guidance-checklist/govscot%3Adocument/Retail%2B-%2BRetailer%2Bguidance%2Bchecklist%2B-%2B15%2BDecember%2B2020.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-consumers/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/sensory-guidance-for-covid-19-lockdown/;
https://www.alliance-scotland.org.uk/blog/news/sensory-guidance-for-covid-19-lockdown/;
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/media/CLT/ResourceUploads/4099417/554cb9f2-a9b1-42d2-b0a1-2a8107f20098.pdf
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/media/CLT/ResourceUploads/4099417/554cb9f2-a9b1-42d2-b0a1-2a8107f20098.pdf
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many care homes have carried out lateral flow testing for visitors in each week of 
December 2020, broken down by local authority area. 
 

S5W-34212 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We began rolling out lateral flow testing for care home visitors on  
7 December to 14 early adopter care homes across 5 local authority areas.  
 
Two of our three new NHS regional lab hubs went live on a phased basis last week 
with the West and the North hub are now receiving samples. The East regional hub 
will be operational by the end of January. 
 
Processing the weekly tests of 42% of care home staff has now moved to our NHS 
labs as planned and we will complete that transition again by the end of January. 
 
All Care Homes now have the equipment for Lateral Flow Testing and a rolling 
programme of training is underway to provide testing for care home visitors with 
Lateral Flow Testing to support professional visitors to care homes from the beginning 
of January. 
 
Further data on lateral flow is available in the Public Health Scotland Weekly Statistic 
Report: https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-
health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/ 
 

 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what consideration it has given to offering the COVID-19 vaccine 
to unpaid carers within the same timescale as that for care home and home care 
workers. 
 

S5W-34198 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the statistics published by Public Health Scotland on 16 
December 2020, which suggests that teachers are more likely to contract COVID-19 
than the general working-age population, what consideration has been given to the 
prioritisation of school staff in the vaccine roll-out. 
 

S5W-34206 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many frontline NHS workers have been tested using lateral flow testing in each week 
of December 2020, broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-34211 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide further clarification of the protocols 
for prioritising the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine to healthcare workers at increased 
risk through direct and indirect contact with COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34222 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
response is to the recent report by the Equalities and Human Rights Commission on 
embedding equality into decisions and processes affecting older people in care homes 
in Scotland. 
 

S5W-34226 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what instructions it has given to hospitals in the Highlands and Islands 
with regard to undertaking (a) routine and (b) priority operations. 
 

S5W-34229 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on (a) people from the lowest 
income groups, (b) BAME people, (c) disabled people and (d) older people to be a 
breach of their human rights. 
 

S5W-34239 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
its policies and guidance on care homes during the COVID-19 crisis have breached 
the public sector equality duty. 
 

S5W-34240 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it will ask the Care Inspectorate to review how DNACPR (do not attempt 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation) notices have been applied during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-34243 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will publish its review of the equalities impact of its decisions regarding COVID-19 on 
people living and working in care homes. 
 

S5W-34244 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when it 
will review the equalities provisions of the National Care Homes Contract. 
 

S5W-34245 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
will do to ensure that all care home residents have equality of choice, control and 
autonomy. 
 

S5W-34246 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what it 
will do to ensure that every care home resident has a person-centred risk assessment. 
 

S5W-34247 
 



9 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law officers 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government for what reason the number of people who can attend a 
wedding ceremony or reception is different depending on the level of restrictions for 
the area in which they take place, in light of people being able to travel from areas 
subject to different levels of restrictions to attend such events. 
 

S5W-34231 
 

Ash Denham: All of Scotland is currently at level 3 or level 4. 
 
At level 3, marriage ceremonies can take place with up to 20 people attending.  At 
level 4, marriage ceremonies can take place, but under The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 (legislation.gov.uk) no more than 5 people may attend (the couple, their 
celebrant or registrar and the two witnesses), or no more than 6 if an interpreter is 
required. 
 
We have published guidance on marriage ceremonies and civil partnership 
registrations  
 
At level 3, wedding receptions can take place with up to 20 people attending, whereas 
wedding receptions cannot take place at level 4.  
 
There are restrictions on travel. At level 3, one of the examples of a reasonable excuse 
for entering or leaving a level 3 area is to attend a gathering which relates to a marriage 
ceremony or civil partnership registration: The Health Protection (Coronavirus) 
(Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 
(legislation.gov.uk)  This is designed to cover both the marriage ceremony or civil 
partnership registration and any associated reception. 
 
One of the examples of a reasonable excuse for entering a level 4 area from another 
part of Scotland is to attend a solemnisation of a marriage or registration of a civil 
partnership: The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) 
(Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 (legislation.gov.uk)  This just covers the 
marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration and does not cover receptions. 
 
One of the examples of a reasonable excuse for leaving home when you live in a Level 
4 area is to attend a marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration. This applies 
only where the person travelling is in relation to that marriage ceremony or civil 
partnership registration a party, a witness, the religious or belief celebrant solemnising 
the marriage or registering the civil partnership, or a required interpreter. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/4
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/4
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/4
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnership-registrations/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnership-registrations/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/4
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/4
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/4
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/344/schedule/5
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In relation to travel to and into Scotland from certain other parts of the common travel 
area, an example of a reasonable excuse is to attend a marriage ceremony or civil 
partnership registration. Again, this is only where the person travelling is, in relation to 
that marriage ceremony or civil partnership registration, a party, a witness, the 
religious or belief celebrant solemnising the marriage or registering the civil 
partnership, or a required interpreter. Clearly, receptions are not taking place in level 
4 in Scotland. Any person planning to travel to Scotland to attend a wedding should 
check restrictions on travel in place in the area where they live. 
 
If the member has any specific concerns, he is welcome to write to me so I can 
consider any detailed points. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its reasons are for children under 12 being included in 
the numbers allowed to attend wedding ceremonies but not included in any other 
setting. 
 

S5W-34232 
 

Ash Denham: The restrictions on gatherings are a consequence of the current 
pandemic and are designed to reduce the transmission of the virus. Marriage 
ceremonies are an exception to the general rules on social gatherings and the number 
of people who can attend a marriage is higher than the number of people who are 
generally allowed to meet in one place. This reflects the importance of marriage to 
society.  
 
All of Scotland is currently at either level 3 or 4 of the Strategic Framework. 
 
At level 4, under the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) 
(Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020, only 5 people may attend a marriage 
ceremony (the couple, the celebrant or registrar, and two witnesses) or, where an 
interpreter is required, 6 people may attend. 
 
At level 3, no more than 20 people should attend a marriage ceremony. However, 
children are at present included in the limit of 20 people. If we were to exclude children 
from this limit, children from several different households could attend, significantly 
increasing the number of people attending. This could increase the risk of transmission 
of the virus at a time when it is more important than ever before to limit transmission 
as much as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether professional dog walkers will be able to carry out 
their business under the most recent COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34377 
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Ben Macpherson: Professional dog walkers may continue to carry out their business 
under the current Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
The Scottish Government issued Guidance for Animal Owners on 11 January 2021 
which permits this to take place within the requirements of the guidance on physical 
distancing and good hygiene. This guidance is available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-animal-owners/. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether dog groomers can remain open under the most 
recent COVID-19 guidance. 
 

S5W-34382 
 

Ben Macpherson: Dog groomers can remain open to provide essential welfare 
services under the Guidance for Animal Owners, updated on 11 January 2021. This 
guidance is available at https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
advice-for-animal-owners/. 
 
The Scottish Government recognises that the lack of access to professional pet 
grooming services has the potential to impact on the welfare of certain breeds of 
animal, particularly those requiring regular grooming to maintain their wellbeing. 
 
Routine grooming is deemed a non-essential business activity. Where an animal is not 
at risk of pain or injury, professional groomers should not be providing routine 
grooming services in mainland Scotland. 
 
Where essential professional grooming on welfare grounds is undertaken it must be 
conducted in line with the rules on physical distancing. Such tasks essential for the 
welfare of an animal include the clipping of heavy coats and claws. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason the most recent COVID-
19 regulations have removed welfare dog grooming from the list of essential services. 
 

S5W-34363 
 
Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government has not removed welfare dog grooming 
from the list of essential services.  
 
The Scottish Government recognises that the lack of access to professional pet 
grooming services has the potential to impact on the welfare of certain breeds of 
animal, particularly those requiring regular grooming to maintain their wellbeing. 
 
Routine grooming is deemed a non-essential business activity. Where an animal is not 
at risk of pain or injury, professional groomers should not be providing routine 
grooming services in mainland Scotland. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-animal-owners/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-animal-owners/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-animal-owners/
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Where essential professional grooming on welfare grounds is undertaken it must be 
conducted in line with the rules on physical distancing. Such tasks essential for the 
welfare of an animal include the clipping of heavy coats and claws. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when it will publish data for November and December 2020 Self-Isolation Support 
Grant applications and claims. 
 

S5W-34412 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The latest management information on the Self-Isolation 
Support Grant including figures for November was published on 12 January. We are 
currently collecting information about December which will be published on  
9 February 2021. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the number of grants applied for and claimed broken down by 
local authority for future publications of Self-Isolation Support Grant data. 
 

S5W-34415 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: We will publish management information on the Self-
Isolation Support Grant (SISG) broken down by local authority as part of our quarterly 
Scottish Welfare Fund publication. The next publication will be on  
26 January and will include the number of SISG applications and awards, and total 
expenditure, for each local authority during October and November. 
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Topical Questions 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 
  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13062&i=118176
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Written questions lodged on 19 January 2021 
 
S5W-34617 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
concerns regarding the closure of swimming pools under the latest COVID-19 
restrictions from people who are only able to exercise through swimming, rather than 
walking, such as some people with arthritis. 
S5W-34627 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that social distancing measures are not being followed at Ferguson Marine 
shipyard, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34628 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what information it has 
on how many staff at Ferguson Marine have their main domicile outwith the UK. 
S5W-34629 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that staff at Ferguson Marine were allowed to arrive at the shipyard 
immediately after getting off an overseas flight at Edinburgh Airport and were not 
made to self-isolate, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34643 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether 
supermarkets will be required to ensure that shopping orders for home delivery are 
placed in carrier bags so that those delivering the order are not required to enter the 
property, as a means to reduce any risk of COVID-19 infection. 
S5W-34645 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on whether, under the COVID-19 restrictions, people who experience issues with 
utilities in their home are permitted to stay in a hotel or other accommodation while 
the issue is being remedied. 
S5W-34647 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the letter of 
15 January 2021 from the Chair of the Scottish Human Rights Commission to the 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice regarding the response to COVID-19 in prisons, how it 
is addressing the issues raised, and what (a) advice it has considered regarding and 
(b) plans it has to carry out another early release programme. 
S5W-34650 Mike Rumbles: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
additional pressure on the NHS due to COVID-19, what (a) action it has taken and 
(b) additional funding it has provided to support local authorities in preventing injuries 
caused by inadequate gritting during periods of icy weather. 
S5W-34651 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) bed 
and breakfast establishments and (b) self-catering accommodation businesses in 
areas subject to Level (i) 3 and (ii) 4 restrictions are ineligible for the top-up grant as 
part of the Strategic Framework Business Fund, and what the reasons are for its 
position on this matter. R 
S5W-34653 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the role 
played by unpaid carers during the COVID-19 pandemic, whether it will 
consider providing a "thank you" bonus through a Carer's Allowance top-up. 
S5W-34654 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its news 
release of 18 January 2021, Extra funding to support unpaid carers, whether the 
£750,000 allocated to unpaid carers is new money and, if not, from which budget 
stream it has been sourced. 
S5W-34655 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government what engagement it is 
having with unpaid carers directly, and not through carers' organisations, to help 
ensure that their experience of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic helps inform 
the recovery from it. 
S5W-34665 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement 
by the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills on 13 January 2021 (Official 
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Report, c.17), how much each local authority will be allocated from the £45 million 
package to deploy more support for schools and families. 
S5W-34666 Bruce Crawford: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
is giving to providing further support to (a) painters and decorators and (b) food 
production and distribution businesses in light of the COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34671 Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its news 
release of 18 January 2021, Extra funding to support unpaid carers, what information 
it has regarding how many unpaid carers there are; how many will be able to access 
the £750,000 being allocated, and what the average payment will be. 
S5W-34672 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether specific 
support has been made available to driving instructors during the COVID-19 
pandemic and, if not, for what reason. 
S5W-34673 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government how many people accessed 
the Supply Teachers Job Retention Payment since it was introduced, and how much 
has been spent on these payments. 
S5W-34674 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the availability of the Supply Teachers Job Retention Payments for the 
2020-21 academic year. 
S5W-34675 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has 
provided to local authorities regarding the Supply Teachers Job Retention Payment 
for the 2020-21 academic year.  
S5W-34676 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support it is 
providing to supply teachers in the 2020-21 academic year. 
S5W-34677 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has held 
with the General Teaching Council for Scotland regarding the continuation of the 
Supply Teachers Job Retention Payment for the year 2020-21.  
S5W-34679 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support it is offering to families that have had to return to shielding from COVID-19. 
S5W-34681 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether bed and 
breakfast establishments, and other similar hospitality businesses that pay council 
tax instead of business rates, are unable to claim COVID-19 hospitality support and, 
if so, what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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