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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 21 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 21 January can be found on page 6. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 21 January are included at page 5. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 21 January) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Communities and Local Government  
 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has taken to ensure businesses allow staff paid time off to 
attend appointments to receive the COVID-19 vaccination and to escort vulnerable 
relatives to their vaccination appointments. 
 

S5W-34542 
 

Jamie Hepburn: We have a common goal - to get through this pandemic, and safe, 
effective vaccines are one of the tools we have to do this. We expect all employers to 
support workers to be vaccinated, and to do everything they can to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. 
 
The vaccine forms a critical part of our public health strategy, and on 18 December, in 
agreement with key partners, we updated our joint statement of Fair Work practices to 
make specific reference to supporting workers to “attend for vaccination when advised 
to do so, without any financial detriment.” 
 
The health and wellbeing of individuals, communities and the economy is our priority, 
and in these exceptional times, adopting a Fair Work approach is more important than 
ever. While employment law remains reserved, we will continue to promote fair 
working practices right across the economy. 

 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it has taken to raise awareness of the statement made by the 
First Minister to any company failing to facilitate time off in relation to the vaccination 
process that “any company that does not behave in that responsible way that they 
should rectify that and put concern for their workers and fair work more generally at 
the heart of everything that they do" (Official Report, 17 December 2020 c 21). 
 

S5W-34544 
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Jamie Hepburn: We expect all employers to support workers to be vaccinated, and 
to do everything they can to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Employment legislation 
is reserved and we will continue to promote our Fair Work approach to encourage 
employers to go beyond their statutory duties to support their workforce. 
 
The vaccine forms a critical part of our public health strategy, and we have updated 
our joint statement of Fair Work practices to make specific reference to supporting 
workers “attend for vaccination when advised to do so, without any financial 
detriment.” The Scottish Government’s Deployment Plan sets out how we will work as 
fast as supplies allow to vaccinate everyone over the age of 18 and those aged 16 
and 17 who are frontline health and social care workers, young carers or have 
underlying health conditions in Scotland – 4.5 million people. 
 
The health and wellbeing of individuals, communities and the economy is our priority, 
and in these exceptional times, adopting a Fair Work approach is more important than 
ever. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what guidance the car dealing industry must follow under the 
current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34595 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The current stay at home regulations mean that people should only 
leave their homes for an essential purpose. While indoor vehicle showrooms cannot 
open to the public, car sales continue to be permitted. Further covid-19 regulations 
came into effect on Saturday 16 January which state that outdoor motor vehicle lots 
may only open for the collection of a purchased vehicle or for delivery or collection of 
a vehicle for service, repair or MOT. Dealerships must implement safety measures, 
such as physical distancing and the wearing of face coverings, using staggered 
appointments for collections, and leaving a gap between each appointment where 
reasonably practicable. The full Scottish Government retail guidance can be found at 
on the Scottish Government website at: www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-retail-sector-guidance/ 
 

 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with (a) CBI Scotland, (b) the Institute of 
Directors Scotland, (c) Scottish Chambers of Commerce, (d) the Federation of Small 
Businesses in Scotland and (e) other business organisations to raise awareness of 
the importance of facilitating time off for workers to volunteer in the COVID-19 mass 
vaccination programme roll-out. 
 

S5W-34541 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Scottish Government Ministers and senior officials have very regular 
discussions with the business community including CBI Scotland, IoD Scotland, the 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/
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Scottish Chambers of Commerce network and the Federation of Small Business, 
Scotland.  
 
The Scottish Government is working closely with local government and a range of 
partners to co-ordinate the volunteering effort across Scotland. In March 2020, we 
launched a new ‘Scotland Cares’ campaign, created to encourage people to volunteer 
during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Those wanting to volunteer to support 
their communities have options which are signposted from the Ready Scotland 
website. 
 
This national portal, which includes advice for employers, connects people to where 
their contribution is most needed in their local community, ensuring everyone can play 
their part in helping Scotland come through this pandemic. 

 
 

Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it is able to offer to any worker that has been denied time 
off work to attend an appointment to receive a COVID-19 vaccination or to escort 
vulnerable relatives to attend their vaccination appointments. 
 

S5W-34543 
 

Jamie Hepburn: We are acutely aware of the significant challenges employers and 
workers continue to face as our economy responds to the impacts of the Coronavirus. 
The vaccine forms a critical part of our public health strategy, and whilst we don’t have 
responsibility for employment law, on 18 December 2020 we updated our joint 
statement of Fair Work practices to make specific reference to supporting workers to 
“attend for vaccination when advised to do so, without any financial detriment.” 
 
In addition, we have highlighted to the main business representative organisations 
through targeted communications, our expectation that they adopt a flexible approach 
considerate of the circumstances of employees own health or that of vulnerable 
dependents. 
 
The health and wellbeing of individuals, communities and the economy is our priority, 
and in these exceptional times, adopting a Fair Work approach is more important than 
ever. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Tourism 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how taxi drivers can access the new COVID-19 support 
funding made available to them. 
 

S5W-34322 
 

https://www.readyscotland.org/
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Jamie Hepburn: We recognise the unprecedented financial challenges facing taxi and 
private hire vehicle drivers as a result of the necessary restrictions introduced to 
control the spread of COVID-19. To that end we have launched a £57 million fund 
which will provide one-off grants of £1,500 to taxi and private hire vehicle drivers to 
support them with meeting fixed costs associated with running a taxi. From week 
commencing 18 January local authorities have started contacting taxi and private hire 
vehicle drivers in their area inviting them to verify their entitlement for the fund and 
payment details. Following a review of our eligibility criteria, taxi and private hire 
vehicle drivers in receipt of benefits, including Universal Credit, will be able to access 
a grant. I have written to the UK Government asking them take this grant into account 
as capital when determining benefit entitlement through this scheme. 
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Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 21 January 2021 

Rural Economy and Tourism 

1. Mary Fee: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to tourism 
businesses in the West Scotland region in light of the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
(S5O-04921) 

2. Maurice Corry: To ask the Scottish Government what support it plans to provide 
to the tourism industry in light of the uncertainty that businesses face in their 
decision-making for this year’s summer season. (S5O-04922) 

5. Bill Kidd: To ask the Scottish Government what support it has provided to 
businesses in the food and drink sector whose operations have been affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (S5O-04925) 

Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 

5. Anas Sarwar: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support is being 
provided to protect frontline public transport staff during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
(S5O-04933) 

Justice and the Law Officers 

2. Alison Harris: To ask the Scottish Government how many house 
parties police have called on to disperse since the current COVID-19 lockdown was 
imposed. (S5O-04938) 

3. Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it has produced 
regarding the provision of education in prisons under the current COVID-
19 restrictions. (S5O-04939) 

6. Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on Police Scotland's enforcement of the current COVID-19 restrictions. (S5O-
04942) 

 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04921
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04922
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04925
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04933
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04938
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04939
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04942
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04942
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13068&i=118249
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Written questions lodged on 21 January 2021 

S5W-34644 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will extend 
its COVID-19 business support funding to dry cleaners, which it has categorised as 
essential businesses that can remain open, making them ineligible for grants or other 
support except the furlough scheme, in light of the financial impact they have 
experienced as a result of their main customers having to close during the current 
restrictions. 
S5W-34695 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is 
on providing COVID-19 vaccinations to police officers before the wider roll-out to the 
general public. 
S5W-34697 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether speech 
and language therapists that carry out home visits can continue to visit their 
clients under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34703 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish 
its plans for replacing the common agricultural policy (CAP) schemes, and what 
plans it has to replace the Basic Payments Scheme. 
S5W-34704 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when the Farming 
and Food Production Future Policy Group will publish its final advisory report. 
S5W-34705 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
in care homes have received vitamin D supplements each month since the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34721 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its news 
release of 18 January 2021, Extra funding to support unpaid carers, what action it is 
taking to ensure that support is made available to unpaid carers who are unable to 
access their local carer centre services. 
S5W-34722 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its news 
release of 18 January 2021, Extra funding to support unpaid carers, when this 
funding will be made available to local carer centres, and which centres will be 
allocated funding, also broken down by the amount each will receive. 
S5W-34723 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
available to podiatrists who are experiencing disruption to their businesses due to 
COVID-19. 
S5W-34727 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government what support is 
available for businesses in the professional cleaning sector that are continuing to 
operate during the COVID-19 lockdown, in light of the restrictions in place under the 
current guidance. 
S5W-34728 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what pathway 
will be available for private healthcare clinics to access COVID-19 vaccination 
doses, and how the clinics will be (a) identified and (b) contacted. 
S5W-34729 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support is 
being put in place for supply teachers during the current COVID-19 lockdown. 
S5W-34736 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, further to its news 
release of 18 January 2021, Extra funding to support unpaid carers, what analysis it 
has carried out of local carer centre services to ensure that they can adequately 
support unpaid carers in their respective areas. 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34644
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34695
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34697
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34703
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34704
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34705
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34721
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34722
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34723
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34727
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34728
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34729
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34736


7 
 

 

Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

