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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 22 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 22 January can be found on page 10 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 22 January) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
Gillian Martin (Aberdeenshire East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on the COVID-19 legislation 
in place. 
 

S5W-34744  
 
Kevin Stewart: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 today. These Regulations prohibit mortgage repossession evictions from taking 
place in Level 3 and 4 areas from 23 January 2021. 
 
This change will ensure mortgage repossessions cannot be executed within an area 
under level 3 or 4 restrictions. These provisions will provide home owners with 
similar protection as those in the rented housing sector. The key purpose in stopping 
mortgage repossessions at this time is to prevent households becoming at risk of 
homelessness and being forced to enter (possibly multiple) other households at a 
time when household mixing is otherwise prohibited. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/35/contents/made. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Constitution, Europe and External Affairs 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what (a) bills, (b) regulations and 
(c) consultations it has postponed since March 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19, 
broken down by portfolio area. 
 

S5W-34588 

Graeme Dey: In order to respond to the unprecedented challenges presented by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Scottish Government has since March 2020 re-prioritised 
its legislative programme to ensure that Government resources and Parliamentary 
time could be freed up to respond to the implications for Scotland of the global 
pandemic. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/35/contents/made
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As previously set out to Parliament, the re-prioritisation process led to the following 
Bills being postponed: 
 

Name of Bill Portfolio 

Transient Visitor Levy Finance 

Good Food Nation Rural Economy & Tourism 

Circular Economy Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform 

Moveable Transactions Justice 

Gender Recognition Social Security and Older People  

Fox Hunting Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform 

Restricting Foods Promotions Health & Sport 

 
The programme of Government SSIs was also re-profiled during 2020 to free up 
Government and Parliamentary resources for the COVID-19 response. However, 
that re-profiling exercise has now been completed and all necessary SSIs have been 
brought forward.  
 
Information on consultations that may have been postponed as a consequence of 
COVID-19 is not held centrally. The information requested could only be obtained at 
disproportionate cost. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with (a) CBI Scotland, (b) the Institute of 
Directors Scotland, (c) Scottish Chambers of Commerce, (d) the Federation of Small 
Businesses in Scotland and (e) other business organisations to raise awareness of 
the importance of facilitating paid time off for frontline workers to enable them to 
attend appointments to receive the COVID-19 vaccination and to accompany 
vulnerable relatives to their vaccination appointments. 
 

S5W-34545 

Jamie Hepburn: Scottish Government Ministers and senior officials have regular 
discussions with the business community including business representative 
organisations such with CBI Scotland, IoD Scotland, Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce network and Federation of Small Business, Scotland. Between March 
and December these engagements took place on more than 240 occasions where a 
particular focus on the response to Coronavirus pandemic was discussed, including 
expectations of employers and workers to follow public health, health and safety 
guidance and ensuring employers adopt a flexible approach about employees 
attending for vaccination when advised to do so, without any financial detriment.   
 
In addition, on 18 December we updated the joint statement of Fair Work Practices, 
to include reference to supporting workers attending vaccine appointments. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fair-work-statement/
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Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic, what measures it is taking to ensure that 
supermarkets are safe for staff and customers. 
 

S5W-34354 

Jamie Hepburn: Scottish Government has produced detail sector guidance for retail 
which covers procedures for staff and customer safety. This guidance emphasises 
the need to assess risk for your business and has an operations checklist with 
actions for retailers, for example related to physical distancing, cleaning and staff 
support. By following this operational guide and checklist, this will ensure that 
retailers have made minimum provisions for the health and safety for their staff and 
customers.  
 
Further detailed guidance in relation to food business operators can be found from 
Food Standards Scotland. This guide can help food business in identifying and 
implementing measures needed to prevent the spread of COVID-19 across their 
operations. To accompany this guidance, Food Standards Scotland have developed 
a risk assessment tool and checklist which identifies the key areas that need to be 
addressed to provide a safe environment for staff and customers in preventing the 
spread of COVID-19.  
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic, how often deep cleaning should take place in 
supermarkets. 
 

S5W-34355 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government recommend that to keep the workplace 
clean and prevent transmission, frequent, for example at least twice a day, cleaning 
and sanitising (with appropriate products) work areas and equipment between uses. 
Ensure regular detergent cleaning schedules and procedures are in place using a 
product which is active against bacteria and viruses. Regular cleaning schedules is 
also emphasised in the Scottish Government sector guidance for retail ensuring at 
least twice daily cleaning of commonly touched objects and surfaces. The Food 
Standards Scotland guidance for food business operators also provides clear 
guidance on implementing effective cleaning and disinfection and advice on 
appropriate chemicals that can be used. 
 
To determine the appropriate cleaning regime, The Health and Safety Executive 
suggests undertaking a risk assessment to manage risk and decide how best to work 
safely and protect people during COVID-19.  
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many apprentices (a) were due to be recruited 
in 2020, (b) were actually recruited in 2020 and (c) it plans to recruit in 2021 as part 
of the Young Person's Guarantee. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/downloads/COVID-19_-_FSS_Guidelines_for_Food_Business_Operators_and_their_Employees.pdf
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/downloads/COVID-19_-_Risk_Assessment_Tool_for_Re-starting_Food_Business_Operations_During_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/downloads/FSS_COVID-19_summary_checklist_for_food_business_operations_during_COVID-19_(2_Nov_2020).pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/cleaning/cleaning-workplace.htm
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-retail-sector-guidance/pages/close-contact-services/
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/downloads/COVID-19_-_FSS_Guidelines_for_Food_Business_Operators_and_their_Employees.pdf
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/downloads/COVID-19_-_FSS_Guidelines_for_Food_Business_Operators_and_their_Employees.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/cleaning/cleaning-workplace.htm
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S5W-34411 

Jamie Hepburn: Skills Development Scotland (SDS) has operational responsibility 
for our apprenticeships programmes and administers them on behalf of the Scottish 
Government. SDS provide regular statistical breakdowns which can be located on 
the SDS website here and the year-end figures for 2020/21 are due to be published 
in June 2021. 
 
The total number of apprenticeship starts in 2019-20 was 29,035 against a target of 
29,000. Pre Covid-19 and in keeping with the Scottish Government’s commitment to 
grow apprenticeship opportunities the target was increased to 30,000 for 2020-21. 
However as Covid-19 continues to present unprecedented challenges for business 
across Scotland it is clear we will now not meet our ambitious target of 30,000 
apprenticeship starts this year. 
 
Whilst disappointing, we have moved from a period which delivered historically low 
levels of unemployment and achieving our ambitious targets on youth 
unemployment, to a much more challenging labour market with young people 
already being more severely impacted by the pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with SDS and other stakeholders to mitigate 
and address the far-reaching impacts of COVID-19. This includes measures to 
maximise apprenticeship uptake and to support existing apprentices to complete 
their apprenticeships such as, increased support for Adopt an Apprentice and an 
additional £15 million funding for the Apprenticeship Employer Grant, encouraging 
employers to recruit and retain apprentices supporting the long-term future of work-
based learning and the economy. 
 
Uncertainty in the labour market has led to many employers delaying and pausing 
recruitment decisions, which we expect will continue to have an impact on 
apprenticeship provision in 2021-22. We will continue to work closely with SDS and 
employers to maximise the number of apprenticeship opportunities we can create in 
these challenging circumstances. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what maximum number of children is allowed in 
classrooms in hubs/schools during the current COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34635 

John Swinney: Coronavirus (COVID-19): school re-opening arrangements for 
January 2021 provides guidance on the arrangements for the re-opening of schools 
in January including the provision for vulnerable children and young people and the 
children of keyworkers. Those who work directly with children and young people are 
best placed to identify children and young people who will require support in order to 
ensure their wellbeing, as a result of these exceptional phased opening 
arrangements. 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/publications-statistics/statistics/modern-apprenticeships/?page=1&statisticCategoryId=4&order=date-desc
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-school-re-opening-arrangements-for-january-2021/
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When determining which vulnerable children should attend school in person, local 
authorities and schools should have regard to the overarching policy aim of these 
exceptional school closures, which is to reduce the number of children, young people 
and adults from different households interacting in- person within communities 
(including schools) as far as possible, in order to prevent COVID-related harms. If it 
is possible for children to be cared for safely and have their learning supported 
sufficiently well at home, that approach should be preferred. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many teachers have tested positive for COVID-19 in each month 
since February 2020, also broken down by the cumulative number of days of 
absence from work as a result of this. 
 

S5W-34366 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not hold this level of detail. 
 
Information on Surveillance of Covid-19 in education from Public Health Scotland 
can be found here: Surveillance of COVID-19 in education: key findings for schools, 
pupils and staff - News - Public Health Scotland 
 
Weekly aggregate figures collected from local authorities on teacher and staff 
absence due to Covid-19 related reasons can be found here: COVID19-
SchoolsandChildcareInformation - SG Education Analytical Services: Learning 
Analysis | Tableau Public 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what role its agencies play in monitoring the quality of 
home learning provision in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34471  
 
John Swinney: I have asked Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Education to commence 
with a national review of the quality and effectiveness of remote learning across the 
country. A programme of ‘national overviews’, will commence immediately and last 
for the duration of remote learning.  
 
The purpose of the programme of ‘national overviews’ is to: 
 
• Learn what is working well and share this widely to celebrate success and 
support consistency in the quality and effectiveness of delivery of remote learning. 
 
• Surface the challenges and/or issues so that these can be addressed either 
locally or nationally, as appropriate. 
 

https://publichealthscotland.scot/news/2020/december/surveillance-of-covid-19-in-education-key-findings-for-schools-pupils-and-staff/
https://publichealthscotland.scot/news/2020/december/surveillance-of-covid-19-in-education-key-findings-for-schools-pupils-and-staff/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome/COVID19-SchoolsandChildcareInformation/Introduction
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• Identify what further assistance is required to continue to improve the delivery 
of remote learning so that relevant support can be provided at local and/or national 
level. 
 
These overviews will be published weekly to ensure they are available for everyone 
to learn and build from, starting week ending 22 January 2021. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what feedback it has received from (a) local authorities and (b) 
other relevant partners regarding the work available to supply teachers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34604  
 
John Swinney: The recruitment and employment of supply teachers in local 
authority schools are matters for individual councils, as they have the statutory 
responsibility for providing a complement of teachers which best meets the needs of 
each of their schools and its pupils.  
 
In July we announced £75 million of additional investment in education staff, 
sufficient for the recruitment of around 1,400 additional teachers. To date the 
feedback we have received from local authorities is that they have recruited more 
than 1400 additional teachers.  
 
On 13 January we also announced a package of £45 million of new funding to further 
support education recovery. This funding will allow local authorities to deploy more 
support to their schools and families as they deal with the challenges of remote 
learning during lockdown. 
 
The new funding can be used to recruit further staff - which might include teachers, 
classroom assistants, administrative staff, home/school link workers or other support 
workers. It is sufficient to employ an additional 2000 teachers to the end of this 
financial year if required and may offer further employment opportunities for supply 
teachers. 
 
 
Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the agreement reached with the Scottish Negotiating 
Committee for Teachers in April 2020, whether further support will be made available 
for supply teachers. 
 

S5W-34605  
 
John Swinney: Pay and conditions of service for teachers are matters for the 
Scottish Negotiating Committee for Teachers (SNCT).  
 
The SNCT is currently considering whether further support will be required. The 
Scottish Government would expect that additional supply teachers will be required to 
support remote learning and Covid education recovery.  
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We have already provided £75m to enable local authorities to recruit an additional 
1400 teachers and on 13 January £45 million of new funding was announced to 
further support education recovery. 
 
This new funding will allow local authorities to deploy more support to their schools 
and families as they deal with the challenges of remote learning during lockdown. 
The new funding can be used to recruit further staff - which might include teachers, 
classroom assistants, administrative staff, home/school link workers or other support 
workers. We would therefore expect more supply teachers to be recruited where 
they are needed to support education recovery. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government when 
COVID-19 home test kits will be available to all those who request one. 
 

S5W-34393  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Access to testing is a vital tool in helping to suppress the COVID-19 
virus so we have ensured that home testing kits are available for as many people as 
possible. Home tests can be booked via the UK online digital portal and are now 
available in all areas of mainland Scotland. This includes all areas of the mainland in 
the Highland, Lothian and Tayside Health Boards that previously could not access 
kits.  
 
For our island communities, specific arrangements have been put in place or are 
being finalised to make testing kits as accessible as possible. For example, in Tiree 
testing kits can be accessed from the GP surgery. In Iona kits are available at the 
Post Office. 
 
 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS Scotland uses cycles higher 
than 35 for PCR (polymerase chain reaction) COVID-19 tests and, if so, how often 
this is done as a percentage of all tests. 
 

S5W-34505 

Mairi Gougeon: Each manufacturer of the RT-PCR test will recommend a differing 
maximum amplification cycle number to determine presence of SARS CoV-2 when 
interpreting results, but a maximum of around 40 amplification cycles is normally 
used. 
 
The Scottish Government does not hold information on the individual threshold used 
for every RT-PCR test in use, as the validation and interpretation of the test results 
are carried out by the individual laboratory performing the test. 
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NHS Scotland Laboratories have a protocol in place to carry out confirmation testing 
(or repeat testing) in certain circumstances to confirm whether low positive test 
results should be reported as positive or negative. Public Health Scotland have 
produced guidance for sampling and laboratory investigations to minimise reporting 
of false positives occurring: HPS Website - COVID-19 - guidance for sampling and 
laboratory investigations (scot.nhs.uk) 
 
 
Willie Coffey (Kilmarnock and Irvine Valley) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will regularly report the COVID-19 test positivity 
rate among supermarket and retail staff compared with the general population, and, 
if it does not collect this information, whether it will consider doing so. 
 

S5W-34559 

Mairi Gougeon: The Public Health Scotland (PHS) dashboard (Dashboard - Data & 
intelligence from PHS (isdscotland.org)) contains a range of management 
information including some information on likely exposure settings based on 
interviews conducted with people who have tested positive for Covid-19. This 
includes those who work in a retail environment and those who have been shopping.  
 
In addition, the Scottish Government participates in the Defra Food Resilience 
Forum where there has been regular reporting of the absence across the whole of 
the food and drink sector, including supermarkets. Information is also collected on 
outbreaks so we are able to identify whether there are issues at particular retail 
outlets. Scottish Government also engages in regular dialogue with retailers to 
ensure there is an overview of the impact of Covid-19 on the sector.  
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether domestic cleaners will be permitted to carry out 
work in homes under the most recent COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34348  
 
Christina McKelvie: For areas in Level 4 or under the current Lockdown restrictions 
work carried out in other people’s homes around services for the purpose of the 
upkeep, maintenance or functioning of the home is restricted to essential work only. 
This is to help suppress the spread of the virus. Work carried out in people’s homes 
can continue in all cases with appropriate mitigations in areas in levels 1-3.  
 
The kind of work we expect may continue includes domestic cleaning, where 
services are provided in support of a clean and safe living environment for people in 
vulnerable circumstances or living with a disability and who unable to clean their own 
home.  
 
General cleaning services, are not essential, and therefore not allowed in Level 4 
areas or under current Lockdown restrictions. 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-sampling-and-laboratory-investigations
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-guidance-for-sampling-and-laboratory-investigations
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/20-january-2021/dashboard/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/20-january-2021/dashboard/
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Government Initiated Question Related to COVID-19 lodged on 22 January 

2021 

S5W-34744 Gillian Martin: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on the COVID-19 legislation in place. 

Written Questions Related to COVID-19 Lodged on 22 January 2021 

S5W-33977 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what tax 
guidelines it will issue regarding the £500 "thank you" payment for NHS and social 
care staff, in light of this sum appearing as a bonus in pay information. 
S5W-34724 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-34595 by Jamie Hepburn on 21 January 2021, whether the 
guidance for car dealerships applies to companies that buy cars from motorists and 
resell them. 
S5W-34731 John Finnie: To ask the Scottish Government what action it can take 
to protect business customers affected by COVID-19 restrictions from harassment by 
utility providers. 
S5W-34735 Stewart Stevenson: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to the prioritisation of First Responders, who work on the 
frontline alongside the emergency services as volunteers, in the COVID-19 
vaccination programme. 
S5W-34740 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the care and treatment of 
people with heart valve disease, and what plans it has to ensure that they can 
continue to receive timely access. 
S5W-34742 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to review the current COVID-19 restrictions that prevent estate agents entering a 
house to prepare it for sale when there is a sitting tenant in the property. 
S5W-34743 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether people over 70 should be called for jury duty during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-34745 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support it can provide to allow community events to be held digitally, in light of them 
having to be cancelled because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34744
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33977
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34724
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34731
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34735
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34740
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34742
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34743
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34745
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

