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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 04 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 04 February can be found on pages 6 & 7  
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 04 February are included at page 5  
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 04 February) 
 

 
Government Initiated Questions 

 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the increased transmissibility of the emerging COVID-19 
variant and the need to progress the vaccination programme, and to protect the most 
vulnerable people, how it will prioritise the continued delivery of the seasonal flu 
vaccination programme, 
 

S5W-34983 
 

Jeane Freeman: The seasonal flu vaccination programme has been more important 
than ever this year, in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. That is why we expanded the 
programme to protect the most vulnerable and alleviate pressure on the NHS. We 
extended eligibility this season to include; 
 

• social care workers who provide direct personal care, 

• household members of individuals who are shielding, 

•    all those aged 60-64 (who are not already eligible), and 

•    those aged 55-59, dependent on vaccine supply. 

•  
All Health Boards worked closely with the Scottish Government and Public Health 
Scotland, focusing upon improved delivery approaches, whilst dealing with the 
unprecedented demand for seasonal flu vaccinations. The adoption of a phased 
approach has allowed those at the greatest clinical risk to be prioritised. 
 
Public Health Scotland published provisional data to the end of Week 51, 2020 (20th 
December 2020 on influenza vaccine uptake for eligible cohorts in Scotland and 
estimated that: 
 
• 79.0% for those aged 65 years and over 
• 53.8% for those under 65 years old in an at-risk group 
• 44.5% in pregnant women (including those with and without risk factors) 
• 59.3% in preschool children (aged 2 to under 5 years, not yet in school) 
• 75.3% in primary school children 
• 39.6% in health & social care staff 
• 54.1% in unpaid and young carers 
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Although it is not possible to directly compare with previous seasons, the data indicate 
that the overall vaccine uptake for Scotland is higher than last season in most eligible 
cohorts; notably for those aged 65 years and over the uptake at 79.0% compares with 
that of 74% in the previous two seasons. 
 
Public Health Scotland publish weekly epidemiological information on seasonal 
influenza activity in Scotland and on 27 January this indicated that: 
Influenza activity is currently at low levels. 

• The rate of influenza-like illness (ILI) was at Baseline activity level (0.5 per 
100,000). 

• The swab positivity of influenza was at Baseline activity level (0.1%, 3/2,400). 

• The incidence rate of influenza was at Baseline activity level 0.05 per 100,000 
population). 

• There were 3 influenza A cases detected: one type H3 and two untyped. 
 

On that basis, emerging clinical evidence indicates that overall levels of seasonal flu 
circulating in the community are very low, and therefore associated risks are much 
lower than in previous years. The new Covid variant 'VOC - 202012/01' poses a further 
risk to public health given the increased transmissibility of this variant. 
 
Given the prevalence of Covid-19 across Scotland, the Covid-19 vaccination 
programme is now being rolled out by Health Boards at pace. The workforce equipped 
to deliver these vaccinations will be pivoted, and resources redirected to the planning 
and delivery the Covid-19 vaccination programme. 
 
As a result, groups in Phase 3 (55-59 years) of the Seasonal Flu Vaccination 
Programme will not be invited for vaccination. However, it remains important that those 
eligible, who have yet to book their vaccination appointment come forward so that they 
can benefit from protection for the remainder of the flu season. Pregnant women and 
those people who are clinically at risk of flu will continue to be offered flu vaccination. 
 
We will write to all MSPs and Scottish MPs in the coming days to provide them with 
details on the continuation of the Seasonal Flu Vaccination Programme. 
 
Additionally, the NHS Inform website has a dedicated flu section that will be updated 
to provide information to those who require it. 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what data is available on the impact of COVID-19 on people in Scotland 
with a learning disability. 
 

S5W-34942 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory have analysed 
mortality rates from COVID-19 for the population with learning disabilities compared 
with a 5% sample of the general population in Scotland. A high level summary of early 
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results has been published today on the Observatory website along with an accessible 
easy-read summary. 
 
https://www.sldo.ac.uk/our-research/life-expectancy-and-mortality/ 
 
A full paper is being drafted for publication in a scientific journal following peer review. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to work closely with SLDO while we consider 
implications of this research. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to the need to extend some university 
courses to allow practical work to be undertaken, and what provision can be made to 
ensure that any additional costs incurred do not fall on the students. 
 

S5W-34725 
 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is engaged in regular discussions with 
students, universities and colleges to address issues facing learners as a result of 
disruption to learning and teaching caused by COVID-19 restrictions. A Ministerial 
Task force has been established to rapidly and collectively provide solutions to 
address these issues. The Scottish Government is committed to taking effective action 
to enable students to continue and complete their learner journeys and move into 
employment or further study. 
 
Students studying a course of Higher Education (HE) who require to repeat a full year 
of study are able to access an additional year of funding known as a ‘+1’. Care 
Experienced students studying in HE are able to access two additional years of 
funding. HE students who have exhausted their funding options and require to repeat 
a year of studies due to COVID-19 will have their requests considered under 
compassionate grounds by the Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS).  
 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what financial support it is making available to supply 
teachers during the current COVID-19 lockdown. 
 

S5W-34827 
 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government has provided local authorities with  
£80 million of additional investment in education staff, sufficient for the recruitment of 
around 1,400 additional teachers, including supply teachers, and 200 support staff this 
year.  
 

https://www.sldo.ac.uk/our-research/life-expectancy-and-mortality/
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In addition, a package of £45 million of new funding was announced on 13 January to 
support the delivery of remote learning. This new funding can be used to recruit 
additional teachers and may offer further employment opportunities for supply 
teachers. 
 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the statement by the First Minister on 8 December 
2020 (Official Report, c. 11), , whether it will provide further details and the scientific 
advice for its reasons to keep Edinburgh subject to Level 3 restrictions, and what its 
response is to reports of confusion among residents in Edinburgh regarding 
restrictions not being reduced to Level 2, in light of the city reportedly meeting the 
published criteria for this. 
 

S5W-33935 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33923 on  
3 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason the First Minister referred to the imminence of 
Christmas as a factor only in relation to Edinburgh's COVID-19 restriction level during 
her statement on 8 December 2020 (Official Report, c. 11). 
 

S5W-33937 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-33923 on  
3 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the expected COVID-19 vaccination wastage rate is, and how it is monitoring 
this. 
 

S5W-34336 
 

Jeane Freeman: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34394 on  
3 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 04 February 2021 
 
Health and Sport 
 
1. Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it is giving 
to measures to encourage increased physical activity and participation in sport, in 
light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on people's health. ( S5O-04969 ) 
 
3. Ruth Maguire: To ask the Scottish Government what action it has taken to ensure 
the Test and Protect system is accessible to all. ( S5O-04971 ) 
 
5. Angus MacDonald: To ask the Scottish Government what research has been 
undertaken regarding the long-term impact of long COVID on Scotland’s health 
services, and whether it is considering establishing long COVID clinics. ( S5O-
04973 ) 
 
6. Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the use of do-not-resuscitate orders during the COVID-19 
pandemic. ( S5O-04974 ) 
 
 
Social Security and Older People 
 
4. Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update 
on what action it is taking to combat loneliness among older people during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-04988 ) 
 
6. Sarah Boyack: To ask the Scottish Government how the current benefits system 
can be used to support people who have been impacted financially by the COVID-19 
pandemic and are currently not receiving the benefits that they are entitled 
to.  ( S5O-04990 ) 
 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04969
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04971
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04973
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04973
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04974
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04988
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04990
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13099&i=118573
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Written questions lodged on 04 February 2021 
 
S5W-34919 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
polling places for the 2021 Scottish election will be (a) based in schools and (b) used 
as COVID-19 vaccination sites, and what assessment it has carried out or plans of 
the safety of these locations. 
S5W-34947 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider 
offering all foster carers the £500 payment to social care workers, and what the 
reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34948 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what additional financial 
support has been made available to foster carers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34949 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will offer a 
one-off payment to foster carers to recognise their efforts during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-34950 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider 
offering all staff in fostering agencies the £500 payment to social care workers, and 
what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34951 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will consider 
offering family support workers and social work assistants the £500 payment to 
social care workers, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-34974 Alex Rowley: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
concerns that guidance it has issued to local authorities regarding theatres’ eligibility 
for the grant support for businesses that are in receipt of the Strategic Business 
Framework Fund support under the Level 4 restrictions is not consistent with the 
information published on its website. 
S5W-34975 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government whether its shielding 
list includes unpaid carers who are recorded on the Joint Committee on Vaccines 
and Immunisation (JCVI) clinically extremely vulnerable list. 
S5W-34976 Joan McAlpine: To ask the Scottish Government whether its shielding 
list includes everyone with a health condition recorded on the Joint Committee on 
Vaccines and Immunisation (JCVI) clinically extremely vulnerable list. 
S5W-34977 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking 
to support the retail sector during the COVID-19 pandemic, including employees 
of  stores closed by the COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34978 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support 
is available for community centres and halls during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
what consideration it is giving to offering any additional support. 
S5W-34980 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
monitoring outbreaks of COVID-19 in care homes against the date in which residents 
and staff receive their first and second COVID-19 vaccinations to measure the 
efficacy of vaccines. 
S5W-34981 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether NHS 
boards will offer short-notice COVID-19 vaccination appointments to help avoid any 
wastage of vaccines. 
S5W-34982 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on at what stage of the vaccine programme roll-out families will be 
permitted to visit relatives in care homes. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34919
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34947
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34948
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34949
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34950
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34951
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34974
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34975
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34976
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34977
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34978
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34980
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34981
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34982
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S5W-34984 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to 
reports that some West Lothian residents are having to travel to a different local 
authority area to receive a COVID-19 vaccination, and what action it can take to 
make the vaccines more locally accessible. 
S5W-34985 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment has 
been carried out of the travel and access arrangements required for older West 
Lothian residents who are asked to travel to a different local authority area to receive 
a COVID-19 vaccination. 
S5W-34987 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what equalities impact 
assessment was carried out regarding the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
 

 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34984
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34985
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34987
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

