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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 8 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 8 February can be found on pages 9 and 10 of 
this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 8 February) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-35073 

Michael Matheson: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over the 
last 28 days and have assessed that there continues to be a requirement for the 
regulations to remain in place to reduce the risk of imported transmission and 
safeguard public health in Scotland. The regulations continue to be an important and 
proportionate part of the Scottish Government response to managing the pandemic. 
 
The role of international travel in bringing in new cases, and the increased risk 
presented by variants of the virus emerging in other parts of the world, meant we took 
steps to strengthen regulations in response early in 2021. This included suspending 
the country exemption process and requiring pre-departure testing of passengers. We 
intend to introduce additional changes to further enhance our package of border health 
measures in the course of the next review period of the regulations, including managed 
isolation of international arrivals. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether student loans will be topped up beyond the current academic year for social 
work students whose course placements have been postponed because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34771 

Richard Lochhead: Students studying a course of Higher Education (HE) who require 
to repeat a full year of study are able to access an additional year of funding known 
as a ‘+1’. Care Experienced students studying in HE are able to access two additional 
years of funding. HE students who have exhausted their funding options and require 
to repeat a year of studies due to Covid-19 will have their requests considered under 
compassionate grounds by the Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS). This 
includes undergraduate social work students. 
 



2 

We are actively considering the issue of part-year repeat or extended study as a result 
of the Covid-19 pandemic for all Further and Higher education students and the 
associated financial support to students.  
 
The Scottish Government is also working with the Social Work Education Partnership 
to ensure that there are sufficient social work student placements for our future 
workforce. The Social Work Education Partnership comprises HEIs’, employers, Cosla 
and stakeholder organisations and works to ensure the quality and consistency of 
practice learning. It has been working closely with all HEIs to find solutions to the 
placement issues caused by Covid-19 and a number of measures are already in place 
including the prioritisation of the provision of final placements, the piloting of a 
simulated placement module for first placements and the roll out of national Link 
Worker training.  
 
We have also provided £430k at a national level for a resumption of placement fee to 
HEIs which will help employers with the costs that may be incurred in providing a 
placements which now involves increased homeworking (to assist with IT costs or 
additional training for practice educators).  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce COVID-19 testing into schools. 
 

S5W-34851 

John Swinney: As announced in First Minister’s statement on 2 February, we are now 
introducing an enhanced asymptomatic testing programme for school and early 
learning and childcare staff and senior phase pupils. Staff and senior phase pupils will 
be offered twice-weekly, at-home testing using Lateral Flow Devices which will be 
used for “test to find” purposes. Regular staff and senior pupil testing is just one 
potential COVID-19 mitigation in addition to the robust package of measures already 
in place in schools such as face coverings and distancing. 
 

The pathfinder pilots we are currently running in partnership with a small number of 
schools have provided valuable learning around delivering a sustainable 
asymptomatic testing system in a school environment. The initial focus will be on 
schools based settings, with an extension to the wider childcare sector in the weeks 
following introduction.  
 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it plans to apply the Higher Property Rate to 
retail, hospitality and leisure ratepayers in 2021-22. 
 

S5W-34754 
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Kate Forbes: The Scottish Budget 2021-22 delivers an unprecedented reduction in 
the Basic Property Rate (poundage) mid-revaluation to 49p, the lowest poundage in 
the UK. All properties with rateable values over £51,000, and £95,000, respectively 
are liable for a supplement on top of the poundage, delivering an Intermediate Property 
Rate (50.3p) and Higher Property Rate (51.6p).  
 
The Scottish Budget 2021-22 also commits to extending the COVID-19 relief for 
properties in the retail, hospitality, leisure and aviation sectors for at least three 
months. Therefore, unlike in other parts of the UK, eligible Retail, Hospitality and 
Leisure properties in Scotland will pay no rates irrespective of rateable value until at 
least 30 June 2021. 
 
Should the UK Government bring forward an extension to their equivalent Retail 
Hospitality Leisure (RHL) relief that generates consequential funding, Ministers will 
match the extension period as part of a tailored package of business support 
measures. I recently wrote to the Chancellor to urge the UK Government to deliver an 
extension to their scheme, and provide the certainty businesses need. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how much it has invested since August 2019 on its strategy 
to eliminate hepatitis C, and whether it anticipates meeting its target to achieve this by 
2024. 
 

S5W-34882 

Mairi Gougeon: Hepatitis C treatment is provided by territorial NHS Boards in 
Scotland, using funding from the core grant they receive from the Scottish 
Government. Each board decides how to allocate the funding to deliver healthcare 
services in line with the needs of their local populations. 
 
Since the Hepatitis C Action plan was published in 2019, we have provided over £1.2m 
of funding to support Third Sector organisations for projects working to tackle blood 
borne viruses, including Hepatitis C.  
 
While the COVID-19 pandemic has had considerable impact on sexual health and 
blood borne viruses (SHBBV) services this year, the Scottish Government and 
partners remain committed to eliminating Hepatitis C by 2024. 
 
We have made two commitments in our 2020-21 Programme for Government that will 
directly impact our progress towards that goal. The first is to develop a Recovery Plan 
for SHBBV services to help respond to the impacts of COVID-19 in 2021. The second 
is to work with the Scottish Health Protection Network, third sector and people who 
use services to understand how the Tayside approach, which resulted in the 
elimination of Hepatitis C 11 years ahead of the 2030 World Health Organisation target 
in that health board area, can be replicated across Scotland. 
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what research it has carried out on the most effective message carriers for conveying 
information and advice on (a) COVID-19, (b) the COVID-19 vaccine and (c) accessing 
the NHS during the pandemic. 
 

S5W-34750 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its plans are for arranging COVID-19 
vaccines for patient-facing physiotherapists in the private sector and for arranging 
subsequent communications to them on this matter. 
 

S5W-34768 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government in 
which priority group for the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme will 
teachers in (a) mainstream and (b) special needs schools be included. 
 

S5W-34769 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is ensuring that information on appointments for COVID-19 vaccinations is available 
in an accessible format for blind and partially-sighted people. 
 

S5W-34773 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on whether early learning and 
childcare staff, many of whom are currently working with the children of key 
workers and vulnerable children, should have earlier access to the COVID-19 
vaccination, and what assessment it has made of this matter. 
 

S5W-34774 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what COVID-19 testing regimes are in place in prisons for (a) prisoners 
and (b) staff. 
 

S5W-34817 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
Any individual in custody who displays symptoms of Covid-19 is isolated and tested 
by NHS. 
 
Any SPS member of staff who displays symptoms of Covid-19 is also required to self-
isolate and advised to get a COVID test. SPS staff may be tested by local NHS Health 
Boards or, as keyworkers, staff can access National Testing Centres through the Key 
Staff portal. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) prisoners and (b) staff have received COVID-19 tests in 
each prison during each month since April 2020, and how many tests provided (i) 
negative and (i) positive results. 
 

S5W-34818 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
Since 25 May 2020 all NHS Health Boards have tested those in custody who are 
showing signs of Covid-19. SPS does not hold information on the number of COVID-
19 tests that have been carried out as local NHS Health Boards are responsible for 
testing anyone in custody who has symptoms of COVID-19. Any data relating to the 
testing of those in custody may be held by individual boards. 
 
Since April 2020 there have been 223 confirmed cases of COVID-19 within Scottish 
prisons. This has been across 12 establishments. 
 

Establishment Number of Positive Cases 

  

HMP Addiewell 16 

HMP Barlinnie 156* 

HMP Cornton Vale <10 

HMP Dumfries <10 

HMP Edinburgh <10 

HMP Glenochil <10 

HMP YOI Grampian 20 

HMP Inverness 11 
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HMP Kilmarnock <10 

HMP Low Moss <10 

HMP Perth <10 

HMP YOI Polmont <10 

  

TOTAL 223 

 
Where the number is less than 10, this has been marked as 
 
* Following an Incident Management Team meeting at HMP Barlinnie in November 
2020, voluntary testing of asymptomatic staff and prisoners was undertaken to 
establish the potential level of asymptomatic close and intermediate contacts within 
the staff and prisoner groups. A number of asymptomatic positive cases were 
established (n=111), which has resulted in an overall high number of positive cases 
reported against HMP Barlinnie. 
 
In line with Health Protection Scotland guidance, there is no current regime for 
asymptomatic testing of those in custody or staff. 
 
The following table provides the total numbers of staff who have been tested, the result 
provided and total number of establishments where staff have tested positive. 
 

 Number 
of staff 
tested 

Positive 
Result 

Negative 
Result 

Pending Number of 
establishments 

Apr 
2020 
– Jan 
2021 

1203 314 876 13 13 

 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps are being taken within prisons to ensure that prisoners who 
have tested positive for COVID-19 are isolated from the rest of the prison population. 
 

S5W-34819 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
When someone shows signs of COVID-19 they are immediately isolated and tested. 
If the test results confirm they have COVID-19, they remain in isolation for a minimum 
of 10 days. They are then clinically assessed by a healthcare professional before being 
removed from isolation. 
 
At the onset of the pandemic the SPS developed a Pandemic Plan which is designed 
to keep those who live and work in prisons safe and reduce the spread of the virus. 
This plan is updated regularly to reflect public health advice and is available on SPS’ 
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website at www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Information/covid19/covid-19-information-
hub.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what specific conditions and measures are contained within the £250,000 
food and drink sector support fund that it has supported to protect Modern 
Apprenticeships and youth employment. 
 

S5W-34760 

Fergus Ewing: The £250k funding for regional food groups that was announced in 
September 2020 is for the development of regional food and drink and, in particular, 
to support the appointment of coordinators across the country’s regional food groups. 
Groups have been tasked with delivering a number of objectives across areas such 
as business support, food tourism and growth of local food and drink sales. The 
regional food group scheme does not have modern apprenticeships or youth 
employment in its remit, however many groups do work with schools and colleges to 
encourage greater understanding of local food and career opportunities within the 
sector. 
 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what role Modern Apprenticeships will play in the longer-term 
sustainability of the food and drink sector. 
 

S5W-34761 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government and Skills Development Scotland have 
worked in partnership with Scotland Food & Drink and other stakeholders to develop 
a sector Recovery Plan that will address the challenges of Covid-19 and Brexit for the 
food and drink industry. This includes work to develop the skills needs of the sector, 
and Modern Apprenticeships are seen as one of the key drivers to build business 
resilience and productivity and long term sustainability in the food and drink sector. 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many (a) job vacancies and (b) places in (i) education and (ii) training 
it anticipates will be created in the food and drink sector for young people in 2021. 
 

S5W-34763 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is working with Skills Development Scotland 
(SDS) and other stakeholders to mitigate and address the far-reaching impacts of 
COVID-19. This includes measures to maximise apprenticeship uptake and to support 
existing apprentices to complete their apprenticeships such as, increased support for 
Adopt an Apprentice and an additional £15 million funding for the Apprenticeship 
Employer Grant, encouraging employers to recruit and retain apprentices supporting 
the long-term future of work-based learning and the economy. 

http://www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Information/covid19/covid-19-information-hub.aspx
http://www.sps.gov.uk/Corporate/Information/covid19/covid-19-information-hub.aspx


8 

 
The most recent published information (Q2 20/21) shows there were 1057 Modern 
Apprenticeships in Food and Drink Occupational Grouping training during Q2  
2020-21. Uncertainty in the labour market has led to many employers delaying and 
pausing recruitment decisions, which we expect will continue to have an impact on 
apprenticeship provision in 2021-22 as well as making it difficult to estimate job 
vacancies in the sector. SDS undertakes an annual process to assess Modern 
Apprenticeship (MA) demand with key industry stakeholders, to support their MA 
contracting process. This process has indicated that there is optimism that MA 
numbers for the food & drink sector will return to previous years, and that businesses 
will be keen to offer opportunities to young people and also upskill their current 
workforce using apprenticeships. We will continue to work closely with SDS and 
employers to maximise the number of apprenticeship opportunities we can create in 
these challenging circumstances. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/47247/modern-apprenticeship-statistics-quarter-2-2020-21.pdf
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Government initiated questions lodged on 08 February 2021 

S5W-35068 Stuart McMillan: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on the financial support for childminders that it announced on 21 
January 2021. 
S5W-35073 Rona Mackay: To ask the Scottish Government what the outcome is of 
its latest review into border health measures, and whether there will be any changes 
to the regulations. 

Written questions lodged on 08 February 2021 

S5W-35028 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what financial support 
is available to wholesalers in areas subject to Level 3 restrictions, that are reliant on 
the retail, catering and hospitality sectors. 
S5W-35035 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government whether blind people will 
be a priority group in the roll-out of its COVID-19 vaccination programme, in light of 
the difficulties they may have with social distancing. 
S5W-35036 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to (a) using the school summer holidays to offer 
educational catch-up summer schools for children who have fallen behind during the 
lockdown and (b) the proposal for such summer schools being staffed by retired or 
student teachers. 
S5W-35037 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
First Minister's recent announcement regarding the reopening of schools, whether it 
will provide further clarification regarding the phased return of special needs 
educational provision. 
S5W-35038 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
childcare support it plans to offer to key workers who are single parents, and have no 
access to wraparound childcare before and after school, in order to enable them to 
continue working their scheduled hours. 
S5W-35039 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what engagement it 
has had with airports in Scotland regarding the COVID-19 quarantine policy, and on 
what dates it has had meetings with representatives of these airports since the start 
of the pandemic. 
S5W-35040 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has had 
any meetings with the wider aviation industry to discuss the impact of its policies to 
tackle COVID-19. 
S5W-35041 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government on what dates it has 
met with trade unions to discuss the impact of its policies to tackle COVID-19. 
S5W-35046 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how it is following up 
with people who do not take up a COVID-19 vaccination appointment. 
S5W-35047 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government (a) how many and (b) 
what proportion of vaccine doses have been wasted in each (i) week of its COVID-19 
vaccination programme and (ii) NHS board area. 
S5W-35048 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what funding it has 
provided to each local authority for work to support its COVID-19 vaccination 
programme. 
S5W-35049 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what proportion of 
Scottish COVID-19 tests processed by (a) NHS Scotland and (b) Lighthouse 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35068
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35073
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35028
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35035
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35036
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35037
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35038
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35039
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35040
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35041
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35046
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35047
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35048
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35049
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Laboratories report results in (i) less than 24, (ii) between 24 and 48, (iii) between 48 
and 72 and (iv) over 72 hours. 
S5W-35050 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how many people had 
been tested for COVID-19 at the end of each month since January 2020, broken 
down by SIMD (Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation) quintile. 
S5W-35051 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it has 
had regarding the prioritisation of further groups within its COVID-19 vaccination 
programme, following the vaccination of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI) priority groups. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35050
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35051
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

