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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 11 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 11 February can be found on pages 17 and 18. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 11 February are included at page 
16. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 February) 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the resolution of the Parliament on motion 
S5M-23629 on 9 December 2020, what action it has taken to recruit an additional 
2,000 teachers. 
 

S5W-34935 
 

John Swinney: Local authorities have already recruited more than 1,400 additional 
teachers and over 200 support staff this year with the additional funding provided by 
the Scottish Government.  
 
In addition, a further package of £45 million of new funding was announced in January 
to support the delivery of remote learning. This funding is sufficient to employ an 
additional 2,000 teachers during this financial year, and a further £25 million has been 
made available to local authorities to support this to the end of the school year. To 
ensure that local authorities and schools can recruit the staff they need most to support 
our children and young people depending on local circumstances, the new funding 
can be used flexibly by local authorities to recruit teachers, classroom assistants, 
administrative staff, home/school link workers or other support workers who are vital 
to education recovery.  
 
This money is additional to the £160m that we have already committed for education 
recovery since the start of the pandemic. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, regarding the current guidance which states 
that children under 12 can meet outside for organised activities, whether it will change 
this to instead refer to children attending primary school and younger, in order to 
prevent the potential isolation of some primary school children who will turn 12 from 
March onwards. 
 

S5W-34850 
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Maree Todd: The Organised activities for children guidance was updated on 5 
January 2021 to bring it into line with the Stay at home guidance. The guidance is for 
organised unregulated activities and services provided outdoors for children, including 
babies and toddlers, that are voluntary, third sector, parent or peer led or unregulated 
private providers delivering a service or activity directly to children and young people 
at Level 4 temporary lock down only. Areas that are not in Level 4 can continue to 
deliver organised activities for all children under 18. 
 
In line with the broader socialisation rules, and based on expert advice, this guidance 
is now for under 12s only, and there is no intention to change it at this time. 
 
The guidance will be kept under review and updated as necessary taking account of 
any further scientific or medical advice. 
 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what mental health advice and support is being offered to children and 
young people, and their families and carers, as part of the remote learning provision. 
 

S5W-35000 
 

John Swinney: Throughout this crisis, the impact on children and young people’s 
mental health and wellbeing has been at the forefront of our minds. 
 
We have worked closely with Education Scotland to ensure that advice and guidance 
including sources of quality support from external organisations is available. This has 
been delivered through the Mental Health and Wellbeing Wakelet which includes 
support and resources for parents and carers as well as children and young people. It 
also includes the Mind yer time and Aye Feel resources for children and young people 
and the Clear your head resource for both adults and young people which provide 
sources of support and information. 
 
Education authorities and schools are providing support to children and young people 
and their families. These include a wide range of approaches such as telephone 
helplines, education psychology support, bespoke support packages and resources 
and virtual and telephone counselling, as well as whole-school approaches such as 
trauma informed and nurture. Our local authority partners have made excellent 
progress during the school closures and have confirmed that access to counselling 
support services are also in place across Scotland. 
 
More than £15 million is being distributed to local authorities to support the mental 
wellbeing 5-24 year olds. Of this, £11.25 million is for services in response to the 
pandemic and the remaining £3.75 million will fund new and enhanced community 
mental health and wellbeing services. We expect all new supports to be in place by 
the end of March. We will be providing a further £15 million in April, assuming services 
are fully in place. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://wke.lt/w/s/hs7_ln
https://mindyertime.scot/
https://young.scot/campaigns/national/aye-feel
https://clearyourhead.scot/
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had about postponing or cancelling this year’s prelim exams, 
given the interruption to schooling since the start of the term in January 2021. 
 

S5W-35019 
 

John Swinney: Since the announcement of the introduction of remote learning on 4 
January, the National Qualifications 2021 Group, which draws its membership from 
the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland, Colleges Scotland, Education 
Scotland, the Educational Institute of Scotland, School Leaders Scotland, the Scottish 
Council of Independent Schools, Scottish Qualifications Authority, the Scottish 
Government, National Parent Forum of Scotland, and the Scottish Youth Parliament, 
has been considering the impact this will have on the delivery of National 5, Higher 
and Advanced Higher courses under the alternative certification model. 
 
The priority for schools and colleges at this time should be to maximise learning and 
teaching, and consolidate learning, with final assessments of learner attainment to 
inform the provisional results taking place later in the 2020-21 session. 
 
The Group has clarified that there is no expectation that schools or colleges hold 
prelims. It is for schools and colleges to decide on the best assessment approaches, 
and timings, for gathering learner evidence. This approach provides local flexibility to 
plan assessments against local circumstances in these unique times. 
 
I am aware that some schools and colleges will already have held prelims, and these 
may contribute towards evidence and teachers’ and lecturers’ determination of the 
provisional results for National Qualifications courses. However, while results from 
prelims which have been held or which are planned can contribute to learner evidence, 
schools and colleges will be drawing on a wider range of evidence in arriving at the 
provisional results for individual learners this year. These results will be subject to local 
and national quality assurance. These provisional results are to be submitted to the 
Scottish Qualifications Authority by the later date of 18 June 2021. 
 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Finance 
 

Keith Brown (Clackmannanshire and Dunblane) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many businesses (a) are eligible for the Small Business 
Bonus Scheme and (b) have been exempt from paying non-domestic rates in the 
financial year 2020-21 in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, in the 
Clackmannanshire local authority area. 
 

S5W-34831 
 

Kate Forbes: Official statistics show that, at the snapshot date of 1 July 2020, there 
were:  
 

850 recipients of the Small Business Bonus Scheme in Clackmannanshire 
Council, saving ratepayers around £2 million in 2020-21; and  
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170 recipients of the 100% Retail, Hospitality and Leisure (RHL) relief, in 
Clackmannanshire Council, saving ratepayers £3.79 million in 2020-21. 

 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it has reviewed funding newly self-employed 
people are able to access where they are also claiming universal credit, in light of 
recent changes for taxi drivers. 
 

S5W-34828 
 

Kate Forbes: Yes. We have written to the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) 
seeking assurances that receipt of Covid 19 business grant support from the Scottish 
Government will not impact individuals’ state benefits entitlement. In the absence of a 
reply on that issue we are advising individuals to confirm with the DWP how any grant 
support awarded could impact their state benefits entitlement before making an 
application to the Newly Self Employed Hardship Fund or other Scottish Government 
business grant support schemes. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 

Government when the advice for entire households of close contacts to self-isolate 

for 14 days was withdrawn; for what reason it withdrew this guidance, and what 

information it has regarding how many people had self-isolated in line with it, broken 

down by local authority. 

 
S5W-33371 

 
Jeane Freeman: The guidance for whole households of close contacts to self-isolate 
was local guidance as part of the local restrictions in place in Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde and Lanarkshire Health Board areas from 01 September to 02 November. The 
National Incident Management Team considered the proportionality of this measure 
on 24 September, and recommended that requiring entire households of close 
contacts was, on the balance of evidence, no longer proportionate to the risk posed. 
The local guidance was therefore withdrawn on 29 September in the relevant Local 
Authority areas in the West of Scotland. 
 
Whole-household close contact isolation advice can still be issued if local Health 
Protection Teams believe this is necessary to contain an outbreak. People should 
always follow their local Health Protection Team’s advice – doing so is essential to 
breaking the chain of transmission of the virus. 
 
The Scottish Government does not hold information on how many people have self-
isolated as a result of local whole household isolation guidance. 
 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what tax guidelines it will issue regarding the £500 "thank 
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you" payment for NHS and social care staff, in light of this sum appearing as a bonus 
in pay information. 
 

S5W-33977 
 

Jeane Freeman: Regrettably, Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs (HMRC) has 
confirmed that these payments made to employees are regarded as earnings and will 
be liable for tax, national insurance contributions and student loan repayments, where 
appropriate. The Scottish Government cannot give tax guidance as this matter is 
reserved for HMRC. The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport is writing to UK 
Government to ask that this payment be exempt from tax and benefits calculations. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what advice it has received on the suitability of Type IIR masks as 
protection for health and care staff, in light of the transmissibility of the new variant of 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34266 
 
Jeane Freeman: The advice from Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) experts in 
Scotland and the UK IPC cell is that the current evidence does not support a change 
to the existing PPE requirements. 
 
Evidence has shown that COVID-19 is predominantly transmitted via droplets and 
contact with contaminated hands or environment. Therefore, IPC guidance 
recommends that all health and care staff providing direct patient care should wear 
Type IIR Fluid Resistant Surgical Masks (FRSMs) at all times throughout their shift as 
they protect against droplet transmission. Airborne precautions, including the use of 
FFP3 respirators, are required for the medium and high-risk pathways where Aerosol 
Generating Procedures (AGPs) are undertaken. However, in Scotland, following an 
individual risk assessment, staff can also choose to wear an FFP3 respirator when 
undertaking AGPs in the low-risk pathway, as set out in the Scottish COVID-19 IPC 
addendum for acute settings. 
 
The guidance is continually reviewed in line with the latest evidence and advice. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment has been made of the PPE requirements for health and 
care staff, in light of the transmissibility of the new variant of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34267 
 

Jeane Freeman: The advice from Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) experts in 
Scotland and the UK IPC cell is that the evidence does not currently support a change 
to the type of PPE we currently use in response to this new strain. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to review international research and data to 
ensure that IPC measures and facemask guidance for hospitals and other care 
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settings are in line with the latest evidence and advice. We already have strong 
measures in place to protect patients, such as the extended use of face masks and 
coverings, physical distancing, risk-assessed patient care pathways, testing and the 
appropriate use of PPE, to minimise nosocomial transmission as far as possible. All 
staff should exercise the risk assessment process when donning PPE in line with the 
transmission-based precautions for COVID-19. 
 
The extant IPC and PPE guidance can be accessed via the Scottish COVID-19 
Infection Prevention and Control Addendum for Acute Settings. The guidance is 
continually reviewed in line with the latest evidence and advice. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether identity checks using credit agencies of people seeking to access COVID-
19 tests are routinely carried out by health and social care partnerships and, if so, for 
what reason. 
 

S5W-34330 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Health and Social Care Partnerships have a limited role in the 
provision of testing for the general public. They have formal responsibility for Covid-
19 Community Assessment centres, and for decisions on where to station Mobile 
Testing Units. Community Assessment Centres operate in some Board areas, and 
may, if appropriate, advise people to book a test. 
 
Identity checks using credit agencies of people seeking to access Covid-19 tests are 
not routinely carried out by health and social care partnerships. They are however 
carried out by DHSC. DHSC undertakes a basic identity check when people order a 
kit, to prevent fraud. A TransUnion check is a necessary element of the COVID home 
testing service to provide an identity verification process as an effective means of 
stopping fraudulent orders and is based on international evidence. 
 
TransUnion only verifies identity, it does not in any way conduct a credit check. If a 
user fails the TransUnion check, they are advised to call the Contact Centre 119. 
 
TransUnion does not collect or retain data on individuals that book tests, other than a 
record of processing in order to meet regulatory obligations. The rights for TransUnion 
to use the data in any of its other products or service were removed from the contract. 
All the data is processed and stored within the UK in line with their privacy policy. 
Further details can be found at: 
https://www.transunion.co.uk/legal/privacy%20centre. 
 
 
Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many carers have (a) applied for and (b) been awarded the £500 "thank you" bonus 
to date. 
 

S5W-34475 
 

https://www.transunion.co.uk/legal/privacy%20centre
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Jeane Freeman: The payment process for third, voluntary, charitable or private sector 
providers opened on 1 February. There are approximately 170,000 people working for 
1,200 employers, plus personal assistants in adult social care. Whilst this means some 
complexity, we are working urgently with partners to ensure the relevant information 
is submitted and payments are made as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many health and social workers who qualify for the £500 
"thank you" bonus in recognition of their response to the COVID-19 pandemic have 
received the payment, and how many are yet to receive it. 
 

S5W-34584 
 

Jeane Freeman: The payment process for third, voluntary, charitable or private sector 
providers opened on 1 February. There are approximately 170,000 people working for 
1,200 employers, plus personal assistants in adult social care. Whilst this means some 
complexity, we are working urgently with partners to ensure the relevant information 
is submitted and payments are made as soon as possible. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government in 
which priority group for the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme will 
teachers in (a) mainstream and (b) special needs schools be included. 
 

S5W-34769 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. This evidence 
based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from COVID-19 is 
increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. Additionally the 
committee considers frontline health and social care workers who provide direct care 
to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination.” 
 
The JCVI priority lists represents 90% of the preventable mortality from COVID-19 and 
throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme we will be guided by the clinical 
expertise of the JCVI, the Medicines and Health Regulatory Agency(MHRA), and our 
own senior clinical advisers. 
 
In line with the UK-wide JCVI clinical advice, staff working with children and young 
people with the most complex healthcare needs, particularly those with severe neuro-
disabilities, are included in those who will be prioritised for the vaccine. 
 
Teachers in the mainstream schools are not on the priority list, however, those who 
fall in the JCVI priority list due their age or underlying health condition will be offered 
a vaccine. 
 
 

http://www.scotland-excel.org.uk/home/SocialCarePayments/SocialCarePayments.aspx
http://www.scotland-excel.org.uk/home/SocialCarePayments/SocialCarePayments.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the advice it received in regard to the 12-week gap between 
receiving the first and second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34778 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The decision regarding the 12 week gap between the two Covid-19 
doses was made based on the clinical recommendation from the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). This information was further communicated by 
the latest letter by the Chief Medical Officer on 1st January, 2021. 
 
Statement from the UK Chief Medical Officers on the prioritisation of the first doses 
can be viewed via the link below:  
 
Statement from the UK Chief Medical Officers on the prioritisation of first doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
 
Letter from the Chief Medical Officer can be viewed via the link below:  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) - vaccine: letter from the Chief Medical Officer updating on 
the vaccination programme - 1 January 2021 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to manage car parking and social 
distancing requirements at the Edinburgh International Conference Centre when the 
centre becomes a COVID-19 mass vaccination hub. 
 

S5W-34782 
 

Mairi Gougeon: As outlined in the vaccine deployment plan, Health Boards are 
responsible for identifying suitable sites for mass vaccination centres that meet the 
needs of their areas. We expect boards to arrange for free parking to be provided for 
vaccinators and understand that NHS Lothian had factored into its planning some 
parking provision for vaccinators. 
 
David Small, Director of Primary Care Transformation and Vaccination Programme 
Lead, NHS Lothian said: “Many of our vaccinations will be travelling from across 
Lothian as part of the massive vaccination programme. This will also include some 
staff working out of hours. We have now secured free parking for those staff that 
require it the most.” 
 
 
Finlay Carson (Galloway and West Dumfries) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce a 
medical exemption card to those who cannot wear a face covering. 
 

S5W-34821 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-the-uk-chief-medical-officers-on-the-prioritisation-of-first-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/statement-from-the-uk-chief-medical-officers-on-the-prioritisation-of-first-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---vaccine-letter-from-the-chief-medical-officer-updating-on-the-vaccination-programme---1-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19---vaccine-letter-from-the-chief-medical-officer-updating-on-the-vaccination-programme---1-january-2021/
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Jeane Freeman: A Scottish Government face covering exemption card came into 
operation at the end of October 2020. 
 
The card is a tool to support people to feel more confident and safe when accessing 
public spaces and using public services but is not intended as proof of exemption. To 
require individuals to seek medical proof that they are exempt would put undue burden 
on the NHS services at this critical time in the pandemic. 
 
The card was developed to support people to feel more comfortable showing 
something that says they do not have to wear a face covering without having to explain 
they are exempt. 
 
The exemption card is branded with the NHS Scotland and Healthier Scotland logo 
and produced under the FACTS for a safer Scotland campaign. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to promoting equality; and hate crimes against 
those who are exempt from wearing a face covering are unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated. 
 
The service is delivered by Disability Equality Scotland (DES) and a physical or digital 
exemption card can be requested at www.exempt.scot or via a helpline on 0800 121 
6240. 
 
 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the number of people who have 
died from suicide during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34961 
 

Clare Haughey: Statistics which cover suicide figures in Scotland during the 
pandemic period from 2020 to 2021 are not yet available. National Records of 
Scotland expect to publish the 2020 figures in June 2021. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what its 
position is on whether people should wear face coverings at all times when they leave 
their home in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34848 
 

Jeane Freeman:  

• Face coverings bring a benefit in reducing transmission of the virus but they are 
not a substitute for good hand hygiene and physical distancing. 
 

• We do not mean surgical or other medical masks, but a covering of the mouth, 
nose and chin that is made of cloth or other textiles and is 2, but preferably 3, 
layers thick. 
 

http://www.exempt.scot/
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• Transmission is more likely to occur when people are in close proximity to each 
other, in crowded places and in poorly ventilated places, and while the primary 
sources of transmission are contact and droplet, aerosol transmission is more 
significant than we first thought. 
 

• As a result, and in line with the scientific advice, we have made the use of face 
coverings mandatory in a large range of indoor public places, including indoor 
communal workplaces, and on public transport where we know the risks are 
highest. 
 

• We have also advised the use of face coverings outdoors where two metre 
distancing is difficult to maintain, such as at entrances and exits and school 
gates. 
 

• However, the Scottish Government will continue to review what measures can 
be used, in line with the emerging scientific and clinical advice, to reduce the 
transmission of COVID-19. 

 
 
Michelle Ballantyne (South Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the COVID-19 clinical prioritisation 
framework stating that priority level two surgery should be scheduled within four 
weeks, whether it will confirm that (a) access to surgery will be maintained for (i) 
patients who require it to alleviate severe pain and (ii) all patients with priority level two 
surgery scheduled and (b) where there are capacity issues, alternatives such as the 
Golden Jubilee National Hospital can be used. 
 

S5W-34853 
 

Jeane Freeman: Throughout the pandemic NHS Boards have worked hard to 
minimise the cancellation of elective surgery and continue to balance all clinical 
requirements to ensure emergency trauma, urgent patients can be accommodated. 
This, on occasions, has meant the postponement of surgery, and we apologise to any 
patients who has been affected in this way. 
 
The national Clinical Prioritisation Framework for Supporting Elective Care across 
NHS Scotland was published on 16 November 2020. The Framework sets out the 
principles that NHS Boards should follow when considering decisions on prioritising 
cases on their elective care waiting lists during the pandemic. 
 
Whilst the need to protect non COVID-19 healthcare activity remains paramount, it will 
inevitably be affected by the degree to which we can suppress the virus. 
Consequently, given the differing levels of virus prevalence we are seeing across the 
country, we need to give our clinicians and NHS Boards flexibility to manage the 
demands of this continuing emergency situation. 
 
The expectation is that NHS Boards will follow the principles of the Framework to 
categorise patients based on their particular clinical needs, and will step back non-
urgent routine procedures to held enable the Framework to be followed. This will allow 
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NHS Boards to ensure that the patients with the greatest clinical need are treated 
quickest. 
 
In relation to capacity issues, The NHS Golden Jubilee are continuing to provide 
support and mutual aid to all the territorial Health Boards throughout the pandemic 
and winter period. The Board are also working flexibly to support urgent national 
demands, including surgery. 
 
In addition, the Scottish Government have secured further capacity from the private 
healthcare sector in Scotland to help support this work. Our strategy for using the 
private sector is to ensure that there is a green pathway for those patients who require 
vital planned care. The private sector hospitals will provide support for breast surgery, 
urology, and gynaecology. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of some people experiencing long-
term symptoms of COVID-19, such as fatigue, that prevent them undertaking everyday 
tasks, when patients will be able to access treatment for the condition, long COVID, in 
a similar way to the services provided by NHS England. 
 

S5W-34854 
 

Jeane Freeman: There are already a range of services in place, to support people 
experiencing symptoms of Long COVID, including local primary care teams, 
community-based rehabilitation services and specialised secondary care where 
needed. 
 
As we continue to learn and respond to the pandemic, it is crucial that the decisions 
we take are based on the latest available evidence and are aligned to clinical 
guidance. This includes decisions on whether to commission services dedicated to 
Long COVID. 
 
At present this is using the knowledge and expertise already within our NHS to deliver 
care tailored to individual need across a wide range of specialisms. 
 
We are engaging with people living with Long COVID, NHS Boards and the wider 
clinical community in Scotland to deepen our understanding of the symptoms and 
impact of Long COVID to help us continue to tailor the holistic diagnosis and the 
treatment, which patients need. This includes examining how to enhance and better 
co-ordinate existing pathways from primary and community care services to provide 
the multidisciplinary and person-centred support that people may require. 
 
The recently published SIGN guideline should be used by clinical teams to initiate the 
treatment and support needed by those suffering from longer-term symptoms of Covid 
and to identify where they need urgent medical or psychiatric support. We are 
engaging further with clinical groups to develop more joined-up pathways, to provide 
a streamlined approach and minimise patients being passed from speciality to 
speciality unnecessarily. 
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We are also working closely with Chest, Heart and Stroke Scotland to explore how 
third sector services, working alongside our NHS, can deliver holistic support for 
people experiencing Long COVID. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what it is doing to monitor the (a) accessibility and (b) availability of GP appointments 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34866 
 

Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government does not monitor the accessibility and 
availability of GP appointments as GP practices are responsible for their own patient 
appointment and consultation arrangements. 
 
GPs practices follow the advice in Health Protection Scotland's guidance: Novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance for primary care - Management of patients in 
primary care. 
 
The guidance does allow for face-to-face consultations where that is clinically 
appropriate, but GP practices are advised to make every effort to triage all patients by 
telephone to avoid patients presenting at the practice unnecessarily. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what consideration it has given to allowing (a) GPs and (b) pharmacies 
to order COVID-19 vaccine supplies directly, bypassing NHS boards. 
 

S5W-34816 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government when the national protocols for each COVID-19 vaccine 
will be published and communicated to healthcare officials. 
 

S5W-34823 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether older people being discharged from hospital into temporary care home 
accommodation are receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34824 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2930/documents/1_covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2930/documents/1_covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care.pdf
https://hpspubsrepo.blob.core.windows.net/hps-website/nss/2930/documents/1_covid-19-guidance-for-primary-care.pdf
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will publish the scientific basis for its decision to 
allow a 12-week gap between the first and second doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine; whether it is following the manufacturer’s instructions in this regard and, if 
not, for what reason. 
 

S5W-34852 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether prisoners are routinely tested for COVID-19 before being 
transferred to other prisons. 
 

S5W-34820 
 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
 
In line with Health Protection Scotland guidance, individuals in custody are not 
routinely tested for COVID-19 prior to transfer to another establishment. 
Any individual who is confirmed as having COVID-19 would not be transferred until 
their isolation period has ended at the earliest. In addition, if an individual presents as 
symptomatic for COVID-19, they also would not be transferred until a test was 
conducted that produced a negative result, or their isolation period concluded. These 
measures have been put in place to mitigate risk of infection between establishments. 
 
 
Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government which prisons have access to lateral flow testing technology, and what 
plans it has to use this to allow in-person visiting to resume. 
 

S5W-34874 
 

Humza Yousaf: I have asked Teresa Medhurst, Interim Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS), to respond. Her response is as follows: 
The responsibility for prisoner healthcare, including COVID testing, lies with individual 
health boards and since May 2020, all relevant NHS Health Boards have tested 
individuals in custody who are showing signs of Covid-19. 
Lateral flow testing is not used in prisons. 
The safety and wellbeing of all those living and working in our establishments remains 
our priority and, as such, individual establishments may put measures in place to 
restrict visits in line with public health advice. 
 
At the moment, in person visits can take place, particularly where there are 
compassionate grounds. These can include; 
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• if you have any concerns about the wellbeing of an individual in our care; 

• where the visit involves a child under 18 who is visiting a parent, grandparent 
or sibling; or 

• where the visit involves an individual in our care who is under 18 
 
Virtual visits continue to be available in all establishments. 

 
 
Jeremy Balfour (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government for what reason 20 guests are permitted at a funeral during the 
current lockdown, but not at a wedding. 
 

S5W-34945 
 

Ash Denham: From 8 January 2021 the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions 
and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 were amended to limit 
the number of people permitted to attend a marriage ceremony in a protection level 4 
area to 5 people. This is the minimum number required under the law for a marriage 
to be solemnised and is made up of the couple getting married, the two witnesses and 
the local authority registrar or the religious or belief celebrant. If an interpreter is 
needed, they can attend in addition. 
 
This change was one of a number of additional actions the Scottish Ministers 
considered necessary to minimise further spread of the virus. These decisions reflect 
the public health advice. 
 
While up to 20 people are still able to attend funeral services, with effect from 8 
January, wakes must not take place in a protection level 4 area. 
 
Funeral services are an essential part of the bereavement process and vital to people’s 
wellbeing. They cannot be delayed. Our decision on marriage ceremonies reflects that 
the right to marry is an important one, but also that a wedding can be postponed if a 
couple want a wedding with more people attending. The current restrictions give 
couples who want to get married now the chance to do that, whilst minimising the risks 
of transmission at the marriage ceremonies that do proceed. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 

 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether self-catering accommodation 
businesses in island communities will have access to the same financial support as 
self-catering properties in areas subject to Level 4 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34858 
 

Fergus Ewing: Islands businesses in Level 3 are also eligible for support to the 
equivalent of Level 4 Strategic Framework Business Fund. Eligible businesses, 
including self-catering accommodation businesses will be able to access closure funds 
as well as, where applicable, the Large Self-Catering Grant. This is for larger self-
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catering properties which have been uniquely impacted by the single household rule 
introduced on the 23rd of September. Self-catering businesses are eligible to apply for 
this support comprising one off payments of £2,000 if they have a property which 
accommodates 7 or more people for which they pay Non Domestic Rates. 
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Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 11 February 2021 
 
Finance 
 
2. Sandra White: To ask the Scottish Government what additional funding it will 
make available to local authorities in response to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. ( S5O-04994 ) 
 
Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
1. Clare Adamson: To ask the Scottish Government what support it is providing to 
local authorities regarding any potential tourism-related opportunities arising from an 
increase in number of people holidaying at home during the pandemic. ( S5O-
05009 ) 
4. Dean Lockhart: To ask the Scottish Government what measures are planned 
ahead of the peak visitor season to avoid disruption similar to that experienced in 
2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-05012 ) 
7. Willie Rennie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will review the financial 
support available to self-catering establishments, bed and breakfasts and guest 
houses. ( S5O-05015 ) 
8. Bob Doris: To ask the Scottish Government how it is planning to support the 
tourism sector in Glasgow in 2021. ( S5O-05016 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-04994
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05009
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05009
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05012
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05015
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05016
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13117&i=118722
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Written questions relating to COVID-19 lodged on 11 February 2021 
 
S5W-35118 Mark Griffin: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will make 
further emergency funding available until the end of the financial year 2020-21 to 
support hospices throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, in light of reports of the Welsh 
Government making an additional £3 million available for this purpose on top of 
previously announced emergency funding. 
S5W-35120 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
and support is in place for teachers of physical education who, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, are having to run outdoor activities in poor or challenging weather 
conditions. 
S5W-35123 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what its advice is 
to couples planning weddings in August 2021, in light of COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-35124 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
allow baby and toddler groups to resume, in light of the evidence it has and decision 
it made regarding the reopening of early years settings and schools for P1 to P3 
pupils on 22 February 2021. 
S5W-35135 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason it plans to 
develop a "digital platform to record vaccinations", as outlined in its draft Budget, and 
how it plans to utilise the data collected from the platform. 
S5W-35136 Neil Bibby: To ask the Scottish Government whether the "digital 
platform to record vaccinations" that it plans to develop, as outlined in its draft 
Budget, will allow for the deployment of an effective and secure health passport 
system as part of its response to COVID-19. 
S5W-35142 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government when the Managed 
Isolation Welfare Fund will be launched for travellers in enforced quarantine; what 
level of financial support applicants to the fund will be able to receive, and when 
eligible travellers will receive their funding. 
S5W-35145 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
further information on the mitigation and safety measures that it is putting in place for 
the reopening of schools for P1 to P3 pupils. 
S5W-35149 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether it is 
carrying out an analysis of what impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the (a) 
delivery and (b) cost of the A96 dualling project and, if so, whether it will publish the 
findings of this before a decision is made on the East of Huntly-Aberdeen route. 
S5W-35152 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) legal aid 
firms and (b) law centres it estimates will apply for the Coronavirus Resilience and 
Recovery Fund for Legal Aid, and what the expected average payment will be. 
S5W-35154 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what the process is 
for the utilisation of left over COVID-19 vaccines. 
S5W-35155 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what process is in 
place to ensure that those who have received a first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine 
as a result of using left over supply will receive their follow up vaccination at the 
appropriate time. 
S5W-35156 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how it will update the 
public on progress with the COVID-19 vaccination programme on a recurring basis. 
S5W-35157 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what the rationale is 
for the COVID-19 vaccination programme timetable, and what its response is to 
reports that members of some frontline groups, including police officers and 
firefighters, have not been given priority grouping. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35118
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35120
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35123
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35124
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35135
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35136
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35142
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35145
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35149
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35152
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35154
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35155
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35156
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35157


18 

S5W-35158 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what scope there is 
to accelerate the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
S5W-35159 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is 
to reports that a significant number of businesses remain unable to access 
government funds in response to the COVID-19 pandemic or have received limited 
support in the last 10 months. 
S5W-35160 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment 
has been carried out in order to refinance or enhance discretionary business funding 
via local authorities. 
S5W-35162 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government on how many 
occasions the COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline has been unable to reschedule 
appointments due to faults with the booking system, and over which dates these 
faults occurred. 
S5W-35163 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government when it will next update 
the guidance on care home visiting during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-35167 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether private 
football coaches are allowed to run outdoor group training sessions for the under-12s 
under the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-35169 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
it has published for health visitors regarding in-person visits to see new babies under 
the current COVID-19 restrictions, and what its response is to reports that there is 
a variance across the country in the number of home visits that are being made. 
S5W-35170 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has undertaken of the number of pupils who are still unable to access remote 
learning through digital devices at home. 
S5W-35171 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how people will 
be able to provide proof of their COVID-19 vaccination status should they be asked 
to do so. 
S5W-35172 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
support small businesses that are ineligible for any COVID-19 business support 
funds. 
S5W-35174 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance has 
been produced for GPs regarding the disposal or return of unused COVID-19 
vaccines. 
S5W-35175 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-34665 by John Swinney on 26 January 2021, whether the COSLA 
leaders agreed their position on 29 January and, if so, whether it will now confirm 
how much each local authority will be allocated from the £45 million package to 
deploy more support for schools and families. 
S5W-35183 Jeremy Balfour: To ask the Scottish Government by what date it will 
provide substantive answers to questions S5W-33894 and S5W-34610, which 
received holding responses on 22 December 2020 and 29 January 2021 
respectively. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35158
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35159
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35160
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35162
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35163
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35167
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35169
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35170
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35171
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35172
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35174
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35175
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35183
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

