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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 16 February 2021. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 16 February 
are included at page 8. 
 
Written questions lodged on 16 February can be found on page 9 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 16 February) 
 

 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will outline the 
timescales for soft play centres to reopen. 
 

S5W-35115 
 

John Swinney: Beyond the phased re-opening of schools (ELC, P1-3 possibly from 
22/2 and to be reconsidered on 16/2), we are not in a position, at this time, to offer any 
dates for the re-opening of soft play centres and the sector. 
 
We are currently revisiting our overall strategic approach to suppressing the virus 
which will enable us to map out our approach for the period ahead in the light of 
emerging variants and the roll out of the vaccine. 
 
Our decision to reopen the soft play centres will be considered, in due course, within 
this new context/framework and will be contingent on the epidemiological data and 
wider evidence about the rollout and success of our vaccination programme. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the proposed 
increase in discretionary funding for local authorities in its recent Budget, when the 
new funding will be received by local authorities, and what the earliest date is on which 
businesses will receive the new uplift. 
 

S5W-34869 
 

Kate Forbes: At the Finance and Constitution Committee on 9 February I announced 
a further £60 million in funding for the Local Authority Discretionary Fund. Alongside 
the additional £30 million I announced in my Budget Statement this means we have 
now quadrupled the financial support available to businesses through this fund 
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significantly increasing the capacity of Councils to direct funding towards businesses 
based on the specific challenges being experienced in their local economies and 
business communities. We are working closely with CoSLA to agree a fair and 
equitable distribution of this funding to local authorities. They are considering our 
proposal, and soon as they have agreed the allocation formally we will issue grant 
offer letters to individual councils.  

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it is giving to businesses that have had to make staff redundant as they 
can no longer afford the costs associated with the Job Retention Scheme. 
 

S5W-34880 
 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government welcomed the Chancellor’s long overdue 
announcement that the Job Retention Scheme will be extended across the UK until 
the end of April 2021. Throughout the pandemic we have worked with the business 
community to ensure we understand all the impacts and how best to support affected 
businesses, however there is no existing plans to introduce a specific fund of this type 
due to shortages in funding. We will invest £1.1 billion in employability and skills 
support. This includes an initial additional investment of £125 million for the Young 
Person’s Guarantee, the National Transition Training Fund and broader skills and 
employability support.  

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what support it is giving to small businesses that are unable to apply for business rates 
relief due to them paying their rates as an inclusive payment alongside rent to their 
landlord. 
 

S5W-34894 
 

Kate Forbes: Since the start of the pandemic the Scottish Government has allocated 
over £3 billion to help businesses through a comprehensive package of support 
measures. This includes among others, the Business Support Grant Scheme, the 
Strategic Framework Business Fund, and the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund. In 
total, around 383,000 business support awards totalling  
£2.3 billion were made between March and the beginning of October 2020. More than 
90% of the funds allocated to business support since October are now live with the 
bulk of funding to support businesses affected by legal restrictions under the Strategic 
levels. 
 
The Business Grant Funding Scheme was introduced to support businesses 
occupying non-domestic properties. This included the Small Business Grant which 
provided £10,000 for the first eligible property, and 75% grants (£7,500) to each 
additional property, in receipt of the Small Business Bonus Scheme (SBBS), or eligible 
for the SBBS but in receipt of other reliefs such as charitable rates relief. Phase 3 of 
this scheme extended eligibility to businesses typically occupying shared spaces , 
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business incubators or shared industrial units, but who are not the ratepayer, provided 
they could evidence that they were required to contribute towards the charges 
associated with the non-domestic rates liability. This Scheme closed on 10 July. 
 
From 2 November the Strategic Framework Business Fund offers financial support for 
businesses required to close by law, or specifically required to modify their operations 
by law. Eligibility depends on where the premises are located and what level of 
restrictions are in place at any point in time. These grants are available for eligible 
business with premises registered for Non-Domestic rates. Businesses that pay non-
domestic rates through their landlords may also apply if they can provide evidence of 
this.  
 
Further, the Local Authority Discretionary Fund empowers local authorities to support 
businesses and self-employed people in their area who require additional financial 
support, including supply chain businesses impacted by restrictions. This fund is 
specifically designed to target businesses who have not received direct financial 
support through other Scottish Government schemes, and recognises the insight that 
councils have on the business community in their area and where funding would be 
most effectively deployed in supporting local economies. It is for Local authorities to 
use this fund at their discretion, and they will undertake their own assessment of need. 
 
We continue to seek the funding and powers we require to support Scottish 
businesses through this pandemic and to engage with specific sectors who may face 
unique impacts and consider how best to provide help and support. 
 
Non-domestic rates relief awards reduce the rates liability associated with a non-
domestic premises. A property may still be eligible for a particular relief regardless of 
the agreed terms of a tenancy agreement. The Scottish Government delivers the most 
generous non-domestic rates regime in the UK, which includes a package of reliefs 
that in 2021-22 is worth an estimated £914 million. As part of this we provide the Small 
Business Bonus Scheme which, based on official statistics as at 1 July 2020, lifts 
117,000 properties out of rates altogether. 
 
Tenants who feel that their tenancy agreement should better reflect the costs of 
operating from a particular premises may wish to discuss this matter with their 
landlord. The Scottish Government strongly endorses the Code of practice for the 
commercial property sector Code of practice for the commercial property sector - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and expect landlords and tenants to come together to arrive 
at a mutually beneficial agreement. Landlords should also provide support to 
businesses if they too are able to do so. 

 
 

Alex Rowley (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its response is to concerns that guidance it has issued to local 
authorities regarding theatres’ eligibility for the grant support for businesses that are 
in receipt of the Strategic Business Framework Fund support under the Level 4 
restrictions is not consistent with the information published on its website. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-practice-for-the-commercial-property-sector
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-practice-for-the-commercial-property-sector
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S5W-34974 
 

Kate Forbes: The Strategic Framework Business Fund offers grants of up to £3,000 
for businesses required to close, including theatres.  Theatres meeting the criteria for 
these grants were also eligible for an additional one-off grant of up to £9,000 for  
non-essential retail and leisure businesses.  
 
The guidance for the hospitality, non-essential retail and leisure top up fund did not 
specify the types of businesses eligible for the retail and leisure top up, and we 
subsequently updated the Scottish Government webpage and contacted local 
authorities to clarify the position on businesses eligible for this additional grant 
payment. 

 
 
 

Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many offers of support it has received from companies on 
matters relating to the COVID-19 pandemic since it began. 
 

S5W-34958 
 

Ivan McKee: Scottish Ministers issued an appeal to businesses on 22 March 2020 for 
support in accessing critical health supplies, including personal protective equipment 
(PPE), hand sanitiser, test kits, ventilators and related oxygen equipment. Offers were 
initially collected through a dedicated Scottish Government mailbox and then via an 
online portal managed by National Services Scotland (NSS). The NSS portal was 
closed to new offers on 19 June 2020 due to the stabilisation of health supply chains. 
At this date, normal procurement processes were resumed. 
 
The total number of offers processed via the Scottish Government mailbox was 2,846 
and the total processed via the NHS portal was 2,048. It should be noted that these 
figures contain duplicate offers which were made via both the mailbox and NHS portal. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many offers to help with COVID-19 
diagnostic testing it has received in each month since March 2020 that it has (a) 
subsequently taken up and (b) not yet responded to. 
 

S5W-35112 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Any organisation that has offered to support testing provision is 
referred to NHS Scotland's National Services Scotland (NSS) as they co-ordinate the 
operational delivery of testing services. 
 



5 
 

 

A number of university and private laboratories stepped in to assist with testing in the 
early stages of the pandemic. However, as we have significantly increased our testing 
capacity from 350 tests per day to a maximum weekday capacity of more than 75,000 
tests (based on the combined capacity of NHS Scotland and our share of UKG 
Lighthouse Laboratory Network capacity, so other laboratories that have assisted have 
been stood down. 
 
A number of university and private laboratories remain part of the contingency plans 
should additional testing capacity be required. We are grateful for their continued 
support. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to (a) increase opportunities for physical 
activity and (b) open gyms on a limited basis for people aged 18 to 25 in order to tackle 
mental ill health, in light of reports of this age group being disproportionately impacted 
by this issue during the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions. 
 

S5W-35117 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We continue to work closely in partnership with sportscotland and 
wider partners to ensure that physical activity is a key part of Scotland’s wellbeing and 
recovery plans from the pandemic.  
 
Scotland’s Strategic Framework Oct 2020) sets out how we are working to suppress 
the virus, rooted in the approach and principles set out in the Framework for Decision 
Making (April 2020). The First Minister informed Parliament on  
15 December that we were conducting a focused review of the Strategic Framework 
and would report back to Parliament on the outcome. Since then, the emergence of 
new virus variants, the surge in infections caused by a new strain, the urgent action 
taken in December and January, the approval of vaccinations and publication of the 
vaccination programme have changed the context for this work, and also underlined 
its necessity. Given where we are now, it has become necessary to refresh the 
framework to ensure it continues to be fit for purpose and to map out our approach for 
the period ahead. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will prioritise unpaid 
carers for the COVID-19 vaccine, as set out in the JCVI priority list. 
 

S5W-34868 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will issue guidance to 
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GPs and vaccination centres regarding the administration of the COVID-19 vaccine 
for unpaid carers, and how this will relate to the guidance for people with underlying 
health conditions. 
 

S5W-34870 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what advice there is for people with allergies, such as to 
eggs and penicillin, who wish to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34893 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its response is to reports that doctors are being paid 
£80 per hour to administer COVID-19 vaccinations compared with £16 per hour for 
nurses carrying out the same role. 
 

S5W-34897 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps it is taking to ensuring that (a) delivery drivers and (b) other door-to-door 
workers are following all COVID-19 safety guidance, including the wearing of face 
coverings. 
 

S5W-35071 
 

Christina McKelvie: The Scottish Government websites contains clear guidance for 
deliveries and door to door services. This guidance states: 
 
Delivery drivers, postal workers, couriers and other similar workers or volunteers 
should adhere to physical distancing and hygiene requirements when picking up and 
delivering orders, post or other goods or services to and from residential properties. 
As an additional measure we recommend that, unless exempt, face coverings are 
worn in communal, indoor residential areas such as blocks of flats and other multiple 
occupancy spaces where physical distancing can be difficult to maintain (for example, 
in stairwells), on entering and until exiting the building. 
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For members of the public who are using door-to-door services they should keep a 
safe distance from those providing such services and maintain good hygiene 
measures. Deliveries should be contactless – where possible, delivery workers should 
knock on the door, leave the package on the doorstep and step back to a distance of 
two metres. This advice should be read in conjunction with the physical distancing, 
face covering and self-isolation guidance. 
 
It is important that all workers follow relevant sectoral and general safer workplaces 
guidance to help stop the spread of the virus. 
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Topical Questions 
 
2. Colin Smyth: To ask the Scottish Government what arrangements are in place to 
ensure that passengers entering Scotland from non-red list countries via airports in 
England are quarantined in approved hotels. ( S5T-02673 ) 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02673
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13110&i=118648
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Written questions lodged on 16 February 2021 
 
S5W-35221 Annie Wells: To ask the Scottish Government whether there are any 
exemptions on compassionate grounds regarding the £1,750 cost for a person's 
managed isolation in a quarantine hotel. 
S5W-35222 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer 
to question S5W-34977 by Jamie Hepburn on 15 February 2021, what support is 
available for employees who worked at stores that have closed permanently. 
S5W-35225 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cancer treatment and survival 
rates. 
S5W-35227 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what support it will 
provide to the owners of fishing vessels that are ineligible for the Seafood Producers 
Resilience Fund because they are recent entrants to the sector and cannot 
demonstrate landings exceeding £20,000 in any year since 2017 and at least 50% 
of their declared overall catch is shellfish. 
S5W-35229 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government. further to the 
statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills on 13 January 2020 
( Official Report , c. 17), whether it will provide a breakdown of the allocation of the 
70,000 devices for learners by local authority area. 
S5W-35230 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with island (a) NHS boards, (b) local authorities and (c) travel providers, 
including Loganair, Northlink Ferries and Pentland Ferries, regarding the (i) feasibility 
of and (ii) requirement for COVID-19 testing at island entry points. 
S5W-35231 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what advice is 
available to parents who are home schooling regarding preparing their children for 
National 5 assessments. 
S5W-35232 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how the SQA 
plan to assess National 5 candidates, in light of the cancelation of the 2021 exam 
diet. 
S5W-35234 David Stewart: To ask the Scottish Government how many of its staff 
are working (a) partly and (b) fully on the development of COVID-19 vaccine 
passports. 
S5W-35235 Iain Gray: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has 
given to prioritising COVID-19 vaccinations for teachers in the Joint Committee on 
Vaccines and Immunisation (JCVI) priority groups 5 to 9, and whether it has held 
discussions with the JCVI regarding this. 
S5W-35237 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance it 
has published regarding how dyslexia assessments should be managed while pupils 
are not in school. 
S5W-35241 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government (a) whether and (b) how 
a person registered as a temporary patient with a GP will be contacted for a COVID-
19 vaccination at the appropriate time for their risk group. 
S5W-35243 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what priority is being 
given in the roll-out of its COVID-19 vaccination programme to people under the age 
of 50 who have serious asthma conditions. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35221
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35222
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35225
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35227
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35229
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35230
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35231
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35232
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35234
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35235
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35237
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35241
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35243


10 
 

 

Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

