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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 26 February 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 26 February can be found on pages 5 and 6 of 
this document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 26 February) 

 
Government Initiated Question 

 
Emma Harper (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will outline the approach that it will take to the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccine once the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
groups 1 to 9 have been completed. 
 

S5W-35577  
 
Jeane Freeman: We will continue the vaccination programme in line with the 
independent expert scientific and clinical advice from the Joint Committee on 
Vaccinations and Immunisation (JCVI). We are making excellent progress through 
the first JCVI priority cohorts. Once we have offered vaccination to these groups, we 
will therefore continue to follow recently published JCVI advice by inviting adults 
under 50 who have not yet received the vaccine in age cohorts, as follows: 
 
• All those aged 40-49 years 
• All those aged 30-39 years 
• All those aged 18-29 years 
 
The JCVI’s recommendation continues to be that an age-based approach is the best 
way to address the risk of severe illness and mortality associated with the virus and 
this approach helps us to do that as quickly as possible. This approach will be taken 
by the 4 Nations across the UK and we will continue to vaccinate as quickly as 
supplies allow. 
 
Our priority is to save lives, and vaccination remains one of the most important tools 
we have as we work our way out of this pandemic, alongside our Test and Protect 
system and the restrictions we all must, for now, continue to live with. We would ask 
everyone who is invited for a vaccine to go, and I am grateful for the patience of 
those who we are yet to reach as we roll the programme out further. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what modelling it has carried on the roll-out of each of the COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-34055 
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Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has published its COVID-19 vaccination 
policy in its Deployment Plan which gives background to the decisions made, and 
different models. It also sets out how we will work as fast as supplies allow to 
vaccinate everyone over the age of 18 and those aged 16 and 17 who are frontline 
health and social care workers, young carers or have underlying health conditions in 
Scotland – estimated to be around 4.5 million people.  
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish its COVID-19 vaccine roll-out plan. 
 

S5W-34059  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34055 on  
26 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its (a) weekly and (b) daily target number is for the issuing of COVID-19 
vaccinations. 
 

S5W-34060  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34055 on  
26 February 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on 
the Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether student doctors and nurses required to undertake 
placements on the frontline will be prioritised in the first wave of the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34560  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Student Doctors and nurses who are required to undertake 
placements will be prioritised for the COVID-19 vaccine, if they are in a frontline, 
patient facing roll. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish the COVID-19 
vaccination policy for (a) NHS and (b) social care staff in each NHS board area. 
 

S5W-33987  
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/govscot:document/COVID-19+Vaccine+Deployment+Plan+13+January+2021.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has published its COVID-19 vaccination 
policy, including NHS and social care staff across Scotland, in its Deployment Plan. 
This sets out how we will work as fast as supplies allow to vaccinate everyone over 
the age of 18 and those aged 16 and 17 who are frontline health and social care 
workers, young carers or have underlying health conditions in Scotland – estimated 
to be around 4.5 million people. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many of Movianto’s vaccine deliveries 
to GP practices were delivered on time in each week since 7 December 2020, 
broken down by NHS board. 
 

S5W-35134  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Information on Vaccine Supply is now Published Weekly at 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): daily data for Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). As of 
Monday 22 February: 
Total number of doses allocated: 1,763,400 
Total number of doses delivered: 1,643,450 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-31987 by Joe Fitzpatrick on 1 October 2020, whether it will provide an 
update on the progress of plans to ensure that any missed HPV vaccinations are 
rescheduled. 
 

S5W-35271  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some teenage immunisations 
offered during academic year 2019/20 were delayed. However, maintaining the best 
possible uptake of the HPV vaccine is a priority for NHS Scotland. The Scottish 
Government and Public Health Scotland continue to work with health boards to 
support their planning and the safe delivery of immunisation services during the 
pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that pupils who were not offered 
the vaccine (first or second dose), or who missed the immunisation sessions at their 
school, will be offered the vaccine during planned catch-up sessions arranged by 
their health board as soon as is practicable. Young people and their parents can 
therefore be reassured that if they have missed their HPV, Meningitis ACWY or 
Tetanus/Diphtheria/Polio booster vaccines, these will be rescheduled. 
 
 
Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government what financial support is (a) available and (b) being 
considered for fitness instructors, personal trainers, sport coaches and other 
freelance physical activity workers who have been unable to operate due to the 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
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S5W-35455 

Mairi Gougeon: Since the start of the Covid-19 outbreak the Scottish Government 
has worked closely with the UK Government and private and public sector partners 
to develop a range of support mechanisms for businesses. Information on all 
available support for businesses can be found on Find Business Support. The 
website is regularly updated with information on any new support packages or 
changes to existing ones. 
 
If someone is ineligible for the UK Government’s Self-Employed Income Support 
Scheme because they are newly self-employed (became self-employed after 6 April 
2019) then they may be entitled to support through the Scottish Government’s Newly 
Self-Employed Hardship Fund which went live on 16 February 2021.  
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to the prioritisation of 
taxi drivers for the COVID-19 vaccine, following the vaccination of all over-50s and 
people with underlying health conditions. 
 

S5W-35187  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether third sector staff who are not 
registered with the Care Inspectorate but who are contracted by NHS boards and 
health and social care partnerships to provide care and support to clients will receive 
the £500 payment for health and social care staff. 
 

S5W-35190  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/coronavirus-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/newly-self-employed-hardship-fund
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/newly-self-employed-hardship-fund
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Government initiated questions lodged on 26 February 2021 

S5W-35577 Emma Harper: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will outline 
the approach that it will take to the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccine once the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation groups 1 to 9 have been completed. 

Written questions lodged on 26 February 2021 

S5W-35540 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
ensure that students can access the Higher Education (HE) Coronavirus 
Discretionary Fund, and whether it will continue payments after 31 March 2020.  
S5W-35541 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to 
ensure that the money allocated to the Higher Education (HE) Coronavirus 
Discretionary Fund is used to support students experiencing hardship. 
S5W-35542 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
working with the higher and further education sectors to establish a “no detriment” 
policy for students whose studies have been disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
S5W-35563 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
publication of its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework, whether it has considered 
further reducing restrictions in Level 3 areas for island communities that have 
consistently low cases of COVID-19, earlier than outlined. 
S5W-35564 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government how many 
applications have been made to the Tenant Hardship Loan Fund, and how many of 
these have been unsuccessful. 
S5W-35565 Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government whether retail sellers of 
prams and other essential baby equipment are included in the list of essential 
retailers under its COVID-19 regulations, and what the reasons are for its position on 
this matter. 
S5W-35566 Rhoda Grant: To ask the Scottish Government, whether the daily 
COVID-19 figures for The Highland Council area are combined with those for the 
Argyll and Bute Council area; what the reasons are for its position on this matter, and 
what its position is on whether it would be more informative and reassuring to people 
in both council areas if these figures were provided separately. 
S5W-35567 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government which COVID-19 
vaccine priority group people with non-severe asthma are in, and when they will be 
offered the vaccine. 
S5W-35569 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
number of people permitted to attend weddings following the end of the lockdown will 
be reviewed under the revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35575 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to 
mitigate the impact of managed isolation on international students. 
S5W-35576 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of them 
being prioritised in England, for what reason it has not prioritised psychotherapists 
for COVID-19 vaccinations. 
S5W-35581 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the reported 
increase in the number of benefit claimants because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
whether the 2021-22 Budget will reflect any additional costs for Social Security 
Scotland to respond to any increase in (a) benefit claim payments and (b) the 
number of staff required by the department. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35577
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35540
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35541
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35542
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35563
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35564
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35565
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35566
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35567
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35569
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35575
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35576
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35581
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S5W-35582 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the reported 
increase in the number of universal credit claimants over the last nine months, 
whether additional resources will be transferred to local authorities to meet the cost 
of any additional demand for passported benefits. 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35582
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

