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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Tuesday 02 March 2021. 
 
Links to Topical Questions and answers relating to COVID-19 on 02 March are 
included at page 20. 
 
Written questions lodged on 02 March can be found on page 21 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 02 March) 
 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Skills 

 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many meetings of the Council of Economic Advisors 
have been held since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020, broken 
down by (a) how many and (b) the dates on which the (i) First Minister, (ii) Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance and (iii) Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
attended. 
 

S5W-35452 
 

Fiona Hyslop: The Council of Economic Advisers has held two meetings and three 
conference calls since March 2020 (as of 2 March 2021). 
 
Unlike council meetings, conference calls are typically only attended by council 
members and officials. They are used to provide members with relevant updates, to 
follow up and discuss actions from Council meetings, and to agree forward meeting 
plans. 
 
The following table provides the dates and Ministerial attendance at council meetings 
in 2020 alongside the conference calls by members and officials also: 
 

 Date Ministerial attendance 
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First 
Minister 

Cab Sec 
EFWC 

Cab Sec 
F 

9th Meeting of the 
Council 

5 and 6 March 2020 
Yes Yes No 

June conference call 8 June 2020 N/A 
 

September 
conference call 

1 September 2020 
N/A 

10th Meeting of the 
Council 

29 October 2020 
No Yes Yes 

December 
conference call 

11 December 2020 
N/A 

 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 

 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, further to the resolution of the Parliament on motion 
S5M-24137 on 17 February 2021, whether it will separate the inspection and policy 
functions of Education Scotland. 
 

S5W-35425 
 

John Swinney: It is important to note that the Scottish Government, not Education 
Scotland, is responsible for policy on education. Education Scotland is the national 
improvement agency for education. Education Scotland’s status as an Executive 
Agency means that it operates independently and impartially, whilst remaining directly 
accountable to the Scottish Ministers and parliament for the standards of its work. This 
status safeguards the independence of inspection, review and reporting within the 
overall context of the National Performance Framework. 
 
I am giving careful consideration to the issues raised in the debate and the view of 
parliament in relation to them. The substantial reform of Education Scotland proposed 
in the motion would represent a major change to the education landscape in Scotland. 
I do not believe that such policy development should, or indeed could, be taken forward 
in the short time available ahead of the pre-election period. In the meantime, my focus 
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will instead remain on ensuring that current essential business in Scottish education 
is progressed and, in particular, on ensuring our response to the pandemic supports 
the learning, health and wellbeing of our learners and our practitioners. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Kenneth Gibson (Cunninghame North) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the savings will be for each industry sector following the 
decision to extend the 100% business rates relief to the retail, hospitality and leisure 
sectors for the entirety of 2021-22. 
 

S5W-35280 
 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34997 on  
18 February 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether state aid limits will apply to the decision to extend the 100% business rates 
relief to the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors for 2021-22. 
 

S5W-35281 
 

Kate Forbes: All public authorities must have regard for commitments in the, UK-EU 
Trade and Cooperation Agreement (“TCA”), Withdrawal Agreement, Northern Ireland 
Protocol, WTO rules (including the Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing 
Measures), and Trade Agreements between the UK and non-EU countries. 
 
Non-domestic rates reliefs, like other subsidy or support measures, may be subject to 
the conditions set out in the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement, which in 
certain cases limits sectoral public subsidisation to 325,000 Special Drawing Rights 
(equivalent to approximately £340,000, although the exact amount will fluctuate) over 
any period of three fiscal years.  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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The Retail, Hospitality and Leisure relief is provisionally being awarded as 'no aid' 
although this, and the position in relation to the Aviation relief, will be confirmed 
following the conclusion of the UK Budget. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, for how long it plans to extend the non-domestic rate 
reduction and eviction ban on commercial tenants, which has been introduced in light 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35288 
 

Kate Forbes: On 16 February 2021, I announced that the Scottish Budget 2021-22 
would extend the COVID-19 relief for properties in the retail, hospitality, leisure and 
aviation sectors, and newspaper publishing, for all of 2021-22 provided the Scottish 
Government receives the funding already assumed from the UK Budget on 3 March, 
and that requisite funds are available to maintain existing support into 2021-22. 
 
The Statement of Reasons setting out why the Scottish Government thinks Parts 1 of 
the two Scottish Coronavirus Acts should be extended was laid in Parliament on 
Wednesday 24 February. It has also been published on the Scottish Government 
website - Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 and the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No.2) Act 
2020 - proposed extension: statement of reasons - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
This includes extending the non-eviction provisions until 30 September 2021. The 
Coronavirus (Scotland) Acts (Amendment of Expiry Dates) Regulations 2021 were 
also laid in draft at the same time to provide for the extension of the Acts to this date. 
We have no confirmed dates yet for when the Scottish Parliament will consider these 
regulations.  
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether pharmacy support workers such as delivery drivers will be 
prioritised for a COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-33846 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/proposed-extension-coronavirus-scotland-act-2020-coronavirus-scotland-no-2-act-2020-statement-reasons-2/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/proposed-extension-coronavirus-scotland-act-2020-coronavirus-scotland-no-2-act-2020-statement-reasons-2/
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Mairi Gougeon: To save lives it is essential that vaccination be given to the first 
priority groups as set by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), 
these being residents in a care home for older adults and their carers, people over the 
age of 80, and frontline health and social care workers.  
 
Some key workers, such as Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians, are included in 
the top priority groups, and are already eligible for a vaccine. But Pharmacy drivers 
and Medical Home Care delivery drivers who deliver medication and equipment to 
patient homes are not included in the priority list. 
 
Prioritisation by sector is not being considered for the following reasons: 
 

• Criticality of service is not an indication for priority vaccination because clinical 
risk is the overriding concern. This is influenced most greatly by age, not 
occupation. 

• Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline 
health and social care workers. This is because we don’t know if the vaccine 
prevents spread, but it does reduce the harm to those most at risk should they 
catch the virus. 

• Individual workers will be called forward for vaccination according to their 
position on the priority list, if they are eligible within the JCVI Cohorts regarding 
their age and/or underlying medical conditions (e.g. All individuals aged 16 
years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher 
risk of serious disease and mortality). 

 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor are 
they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions have been, and will 
continue to be, guided by the independent expert advice from the JCVI. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what provisions it is making to administer the COVID-19 
vaccine to people in priority groups who are housebound. 
 

S5W-34074 
 

Mairi Gougeon: All Health Boards have included their housebound patients within 
their delivery models for each priority group. We have had confirmation that those 
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aged 80 and over living in the community who are housebound have received their 
vaccination, with only small gaps for reasons such as illness or non-consent.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how private health and care providers who are qualified to 
administer injections but are currently on furlough can take part in the roll-out of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-34077 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We wrote to Health Boards asking that they secure sufficient capacity 
to deliver 400,000 doses per week in February. 
 
This will require a daily workforce of around 1,700 Whole Time Equivalent (WTE) 
vaccinators and around 1,300 support staff.  
 
We have taken steps to supplement our seasonal flu vaccination workforce with 
healthcare workers from the fields of general practice, dentistry, optometry and 
pharmacy. 
 
Close to 12,200 vaccinators are registered on our national Vaccination Management 
Tool. 
 
We are in ongoing dialogue with Boards and will continue to review workforce 
requirements in partnership with them as the programme progresses. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what notice it has been given regarding the supply of doses required to manage 
the roll-out of the COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-34339 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is provided with the supply forecasts from 
the NHS NSS on a weekly basis which are refined each week, which can make forward 
operational planning challenging. These reports forecast up to 4 weeks in advance. 
The UK vaccines taskforce provides a longer range forecast but this is subject to 
change. 
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The Scottish Government has been very clear from day one that the pace of our 
national vaccine programme is dependent on vaccine supply and delivery timescales 
and we continue to work closely across the 4 nations to ensure this is as smooth as 
possible.  
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on whether the COVID-19 vaccination training 
material is fit for the current situation and easy to access. 
 

S5W-34342 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We recognise the importance of providing vaccinators with the 
training and support they require to undertake their role effectively. 
 
Our approach builds on the Green Book on immunisation against infectious disease 
and aligns with the approach taken by Public Health England. 
 
For individuals who are experienced active vaccinators, training need only cover the 
specific characteristics of COVID-19 vaccinations.  
 
Where an individual is returning to vaccinations after being inactive for a period of 
time, their training requirements will be informed by a short self-assessment.  
 
Individuals with no experience as vaccinators will be required to undertake core 
vaccination training and will require clinical supervision when administering vaccine 
until confident and competent. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will encourage telephoning people regarding the COVID-19 
vaccination in addition to writing to them. 
 

S5W-34343 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Health Boards have set out in their vaccination delivery plans the 
services that they will provide to meet the needs of their local communities. COVID-
19 vaccinations may not take place at all GP practices, however, NHS Scotland will 
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confirm local arrangements. NHS Scotland will invite those on the priority list by phone 
or letter for an appointment. The Coronavirus Vaccination Helpline on 0800 0308013 
is now open to answer any questions, or provide further information about the 
coronavirus vaccine and its delivery. Website can be accessed at NHS Inform. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with the UK Government about the introduction of vaccine 
passports for (a) UK residents and (b) people entering the UK. 
 

S5W-35017 
 

Mairi Gougeon: It is too soon to introduce any form of certification. We need to know 
more about the efficacy of the vaccines, their impact on transmission and the length 
of immunity before it would be safe to introduce a vaccine certificate. 
 
We continue to engage in national and international developments in relation to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), including on the issue of vaccine certification. These 
discussions are led by the World Health Organisation and include consideration of 
technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. The outcome of 
those discussions will guide our work in this area. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the process is for the utilisation of left over COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

S5W-35154 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We have been clear we expect health boards to minimise wasted 
doses of vaccine, and have provided them with best practice advice on how to achieve 
this. 
 
Some wastage is unavoidable for a variety of reasons based on the characteristics of 
the vaccine, logistical issues with cold chain supply, storage failure and/or specific 
clinical situations such as a breakout of COVID-19 in a care home. To date, our latest 
management information indicates a wastage rate of around only 1.8% - well below 
our planning assumption of 5%, which is a precautionary approach for worst case 
scenarios and in line with global best practice. 
 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
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Any wastage is reviewed to ensure any preventable loss is avoided in the future. We 
will continue to monitor wastage rates and regularly report back. 
 
A waste management tool is now in place to learn why waste is arising so that solutions 
can be put in place to minimise waste. It will also provide the ability to extract data on 
the number of doses not able to be used for various reasons. On the 9 February, NHS 
Lothian shared online the opportunity for staff who had not yet received a first or 
second dose of the Pfizer vaccine to attend as the adverse weather meant 
appointments were available at short notice. We are pleased to see Boards acting 
pragmatically to ensure we adhere to the JCVI priority list whilst continuing to minimise 
vaccine waste. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what process is in place to ensure that those who have received a first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine as a result of using left over supply will receive their follow up 
vaccination at the appropriate time. 
 

S5W-35155 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Upon receiving the first vaccination patients will be given a reminder 
leaflet which will be issued with the date of their follow up appointment to receive their 
second dose. All vaccinations are held on an individual’s medical records. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it will update the public on progress with the COVID-19 vaccination programme on a 
recurring basis. 
 

S5W-35156 
 

Mairi Gougeon: Data on COVID-19 and on our COVID-19 vaccination program is 
published weekly on the Scottish Government Website and is available here : 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): daily data for Scotland - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
This is in addition to frequent televised briefings which include questions from the 
media and members of the public. 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the rationale is for the COVID-19 vaccination programme timetable, and what its 
response is to reports that members of some frontline groups, including police officers 
and firefighters, have not been given priority grouping. 
 

S5W-35157 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. This evidence 
based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from COVID-19 is 
increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. Additionally the 
committee considers frontline health and social care workers who provide direct care 
to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
The JCVI priority lists represents 99% of the preventable mortality in the United 
Kingdom from COVID-19 and throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme 
we will be guided by the clinical expertise of the JCVI, the MHRA, and our own senior 
clinical advisers. 
 
At this stage in the vaccination programme every vaccine given to one of these groups 
would be one less vaccine to an at-risk individual. 
 
Decisions to prioritise one population group over another are not taken lightly, nor are 
they straightforward. That is why our prioritisation decisions are guided by the 
independent expert advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation. 
 
We are adhering to the priority list devised by the JCVI which has been designed to 
target those at greatest risk from this virus and is estimated to address over 90 per 
cent of preventable mortality from the virus in Scotland. This is the priority rollout all 
nations of the UK are working towards and it is really important that we adhere to these 
lists in order to avoid more lives being lost. 
 
 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what scope there is to accelerate the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-35158 
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Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government has been very clear from day one that the 
pace of our national vaccine programme is dependent on vaccine supply and delivery 
timescales and we continue to work closely across the 4 nations to ensure this is as 
smooth as possible. 
 
The vaccination roll-out in Scotland is on-track. Along with the rest of the UK, we have 
already vaccinated a higher percentage of our population than most other countries 
worldwide – and we expect to, at the very least, keep pace with the other UK nations 
in the coming weeks and months. 
 
In addition, each health board is working hard to get the vaccine into people’s arms as 
quickly as possible, and while factors such as geography and population will mean 
that there will be some variations in delivery, we are confident that health boards are 
on track to meet the national targets we’ve set down. 
 
Our plans will remain flexible and we are taking a number of steps to support further 
acceleration of delivery including testing round-the-clock vaccination and bringing new 
mass vaccination centres online. 
 
Those who are entitled to a vaccine will be contacted by their Health Board letting 
them know where they will receive the vaccine and how to book their appointment. 
 
You can also find useful information about the Covid-19 deployment plan and the 
vaccine supply in our recent publication, “COVID-19 Vaccine Deployment Plan 2021” 
available at: COVID-19+vaccine+deployment+plan+14+January+2021.pdf 
(www.gov.scot). 
 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government what public awareness 
campaign it has promoted to increase the uptake of cervical screening tests and 
address disruption as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35266 
 

Mairi Gougeon: A marketing campaign intended to raise awareness and increase 
uptake of cervical screening was planned for early 2020. Unfortunately, this had to be 
postponed due to the impact of Covid-19. This campaign will be launched as soon as 
is practical given the continuing pressures arising from Covid-19, it will also take into 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/govscot%3Adocument/COVID-19%2Bvaccine%2Bdeployment%2Bplan%2B14%2BJanuary%2B2021.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/documents/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-deployment-plan-2021/govscot%3Adocument/COVID-19%2Bvaccine%2Bdeployment%2Bplan%2B14%2BJanuary%2B2021.pdf
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account the impact of the pandemic on both uptake and perceptions of the cervical 
screening programme. 
 
The Scottish Government has also made funding available through its Inequality Fund 
to a number of partners, some of whom will be carrying out projects to raise awareness 
of cervical screening. 
 
In the meantime, the Scottish Government and its public health partners continue to 
promote the importance of cervical screening, for example through social media posts 
during Cervical Cancer Prevention Week, and through targeted outreach, for example 
projects funded to reduce inequalities in cancer screening programmes. 
 

 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many of its staff are working (a) partly and (b) fully on the 
development of COVID-19 vaccine passports. 
 

S5W-35234 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to prioritising COVID-19 vaccinations for teachers in the 
Joint Committee on Vaccines and Immunisation (JCVI) priority groups 5 to 9, and 
whether it has held discussions with the JCVI regarding this. 
 

S5W-35235 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government (a) whether and (b) how a person registered as a temporary 
patient with a GP will be contacted for a COVID-19 vaccination at the appropriate time 
for their risk group. 
 

S5W-35241 
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Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what priority is being given in the roll-out of its COVID-19 vaccination programme to 
people under the age of 50 who have serious asthma conditions. 
 

S5W-35243 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow ) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will encourage advertising in local newspapers to provide information 
regarding the timetable for the COVID-19 vaccination roll-out. 
 

S5W-34344 
 

Mairi Gougeon: We are working to ensure everyone is fully informed regarding 
COVID-19 vaccinations. A national door drop arrived with households on the week 
starting January 4th, as well as our digital and social media campaigns, which went 
live on this date. 
 
Our outdoors advertising campaign Started from 11th of January and a TV and radio 
campaign began on January the 21st. 
 
The Scottish COVID-19 Vaccination Helpline (0800 030 8013) is now open, to make 
sure those who are called forward for the vaccine can get the information they need. 

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many close contacts who have been traced using only an SMS message have (a) 
contacted by Test and Protect for further advice on self-isolation and (b) agreed for 
their details to be passed to the local authority for further support in each week since 
1 October 2020. 
 

S5W-35056 
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Mairi Gougeon: Information on the proportion of contacts traced using the single SMS 
is not currently published by Public Health Scotland. 
 
From 10th October, Test and Protect temporarily moved to a system that defaulted to 
contacting all close contacts of those who tested positive via text message. However, 
contact tracers still called close contacts if clinical advice recommended it. As a result 
of increased capacity within the system, from 2nd February contact tracers have 
reverted back to, by default, calling close contacts. 
 
Information on the number of individuals who have consented to details being passed 
to local authority in relational to support for isolation is also not currently published by 
Public Health Scotland. 
 
If an individual has any questions after being asked to self-isolate after identification 
as a close contact of someone who has tested positive, they can contact the National 
Contact Tracing Centre on 0800 030 8012 for further advice. 
 
Scottish Government monitor the number of people requesting support to isolate. 
There is no distinction made been those who phone the National Contact Tracing 
Centre after receiving SMS or those who completed contact tracing interview by 
phone. 

 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether enhanced community testing will 
take place due to the emergence of new COVID-19 strains. 
 

S5W-35125 
 

Mairi Gougeon: On 23 December the Health Secretary announced an expansion of 
community testing in areas across Scotland with a high prevalence of the virus. 
Increased testing in this way will help us find and isolate more cases, helping us to 
identify more cases of the virus and giving us all a better chance of stopping the virus 
from spreading. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with each local authority on an expanded 
community testing plan appropriate for them. The advantage of Directors of Public 
Health and local authorities planning their own community testing is that they know 
their populations and can take a broader view of who should be targeted with 
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asymptomatic testing, supported by local intelligence. People are invited to get tested, 
with or without symptoms. 
 
Surveillance sequencing of positive COVID-19 samples is also taking place in 
Scotland. This is being used to identify and track potentially significant genetic 
changes that may affect how easily the virus is passed on and the severity of the 
symptoms it causes. It also allows us to target public health interventions to stop 
spread of new variants of potential concern and ensure that tests in use remain fit for 
purpose. 
 
The Scottish Government will look carefully at the evidence and data on new variants 
and, acting on the advice of our senior clinicians and Public Health experts, will adapt 
our public health response as required. 
 
Testing is only one measure of protection against COVID-19, the best way to stop the 
spread of the virus is to follow the public health advice set out in our FACTS campaign. 

 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether Test and Protect will be scaled up 
due to the emergence of new COVID-19 strains. 
 

S5W-35133 
 

Mairi Gougeon: As announced by the First Minister on 2nd February, we are 
continuing to expand testing already in place to find cases and interrupt chains of 
transmission. This includes: 

• expanding routine testing for healthcare workers to cover patient facing primary 
care staff such as GPs, dentists, optometrists and pharmacists, as well as 
patient-facing staff who work in hospices, 

• regular testing to support the return to schools and nurseries, 

• workforce testing in certain work places where the risk of transmission is greater 
and which provide essential or critical services, 

• offering testing to close contacts of people who have tested positive for COVID- 
19, enabling Test and Protect teams to identify their contacts to track and break 
further chains of transmission. 

• Expansion in targeted community testing in areas across Scotland with a high 
prevalence of the virus. The Scottish Government is working with each local 
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authority on an expanded community testing plan appropriate for them. The 
advantage of Directors of Public Health and local authorities planning their own 
community testing is that they know their populations and can take a broader 
view of who should be targeted with asymptomatic testing, supported by local 
intelligence. People are invited to get tested, with or without symptoms. 

 
There are currently more than 2,000 fully trained contact tracers within the Test and 
Protect system. Steps already taken by Health Boards and the National Contact 
Tracing Centre (NCTC) to boost capacity within the system, using a combination of 
bank and contracted resources, have allowed for continued provision of an effective 
service which meets performance targets, even at times of exceptional demand since 
the emergence of more transmissible variants of the virus. 
 
In order to promote people’s ability to self-isolate when necessary, financial support is 
being significantly expanded to include all workers earning the Real Living Wage or 
less, as well as those in receipt of a council tax reduction because of low income. The 
£500 Self-Isolation Support Grant will also be extended to people who cannot work 
because someone they have caring responsibilities for is asked to self-isolate. 
 
Surveillance for new variants is taking place in Scotland and is being used to identify 
and track potentially significant genetic changes that may affect how easily the virus 
is passed on and the severity of the symptoms it causes. It also allows us to target 
public health interventions to stop the spread of new variants of potential concern and 
ensure that tests in use remain fit for purpose. The Scottish Government will look 
carefully at the evidence and data on new variants and, acting on the advice of our 
senior clinicians and Public Health experts, will adapt our public health response as 
required. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what evidence on vaccination it plans to provide to 
people who are receiving their COVID-19 vaccination. 
 

S5W-35207 
 

Jeane Freeman: A number of resources have been published and provided to people 
who are receiving their COVID-19 vaccination. Information on the vaccination can be 
found on NHS Inform; this information is also available in British Sign Language (BSL), 
audio, other languages, Easy Read and large print formats. 

 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine
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Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservatives and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on administering COVID-19 vaccinations to 
hospital inpatients to avoid them missing their scheduled vaccination in the 
community. 
 

S5W-35223 
 

Jeane Freeman: Based on the current guidelines issued by the Chief Medical Officer 
on 5 February (CMO(2021)03 - COVID-19 vaccination programme: bringing forward 
priority cohorts (scot.nhs.uk), and wherever practical health boards should seek to 
vaccinate patients in the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
priority group who are in hospital prior to their discharge. 
 
The recommendation for patients admitted to hospital for non-COVID illness, is not to 
give a vaccine until the patient recovers from their acute illness. The Chief Medical 
Officer advises that patients should be only vaccinated once they have recovered, so 
any side effects are not confused with symptoms of the disease they were admitted to 
hospital for. This is a standard recommendation in the Green Book for all vaccines and 
applied across all UK countries. 

 
 

Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many care homes have adopted a 
blanket ban on indoor visiting for the duration of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35313 
 

Jeane Freeman: The specific information requested is not held centrally. Since 
December 2020 we have published data about the visiting status in adult care homes 
in Scotland on the Scottish Government website. It can be viewed here: Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): adult care homes - additional data - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
Adult care homes visiting guidance has been kept under review throughout the 
pandemic as understanding of the virus evolves and the vaccination programme 
continues. The most recent guidance on resuming meaningful contact between 
residents and loved ones was issued on 24 February. The guidance, along with 
frequently asked questions and other useful information can be viewed on the Scottish 

https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2021)03.pdf
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/cmo/CMO(2021)03.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/961287/Greenbook_chapter_14a_v7_12Feb2021.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-additional-data-about-adult-care-homes-in-scotland/
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Government website at: Coronavirus (COVID-19): adult care homes guidance - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Social Security and Older People 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether the £4.25 million funding for domestic 
abuse charities that it announced in September 2020 has been extended to 
September 2021. 
 

S5W-35317 
 

Shirley-Anne Somerville: The £4.25m the member refers to was additional funding 
allocated to ensure organisations could respond to changes in circumstance and 
increased demand for services caused by the pandemic, and covers the period to  
30 September 2021. This payment was on top of the initial £1.5 million given to 
Scottish Women’s Aid, Rape Crisis Scotland and ASSIST at the start of the first 
lockdown to help with rapid redesign of services. 
 
At the start of the Covid pandemic, all organisations and projects currently being 
funded under the existing Equally Safe Violence Against Women and Girls, and Rape 
Crisis Specific funds were granted an extension on their funding until September 2021. 
In December 2020, the new Delivering Equally Safe (DES) Fund was opened for 
applications to sustainably cover work taking place 2021-2024, with up to £13m being 
available per annum. The new DES Fund will support frontline organisations to tackle 
violence against women and girls, as well as projects that broaden access to support 
survivors. The deadline for applications to this fund is  
28 April 2021. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 

Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what discussions it has had with island (a) NHS boards, (b) local 
authorities and (c) travel providers, including Loganair, Northlink Ferries and Pentland 
Ferries, regarding the (i) feasibility of and (ii) requirement for COVID-19 testing at 
island entry points. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-adult-care-homes-visiting-guidance/
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S5W-35230 

 
Paul Wheelhouse: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Topical Questions selected for answer on 02 March 2021 
 
1. Alison Johnstone: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on the detection of the so-called Brazilian variant of COVID-19 in 
Scotland. ( S5T-02690 ) 
 
Answers to Topical Questions can be found here. 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5T-02690
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13163&i=119154
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Written questions lodged on 02 March 2021 
 
S5W-35546 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S5W-34394 by Jeane Freeman on 3 February 2021, what the 
current wastage rate is of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
S5W-35652 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason data 
continues to show that the COVID-19 vaccination rate in NHS Lothian is lower than 
in many other NHS boards, and what action is being taken to increase the 
vaccination rate in NHS Lothian. 
S5W-35653 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to introduce a national register of people with long-COVID symptoms. 
S5W-35654 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to allowing parents with young children to travel across 
local authority boundaries to receive support from their immediate family, in a 
socially distanced and safe way. 
S5W-35655 Monica Lennon: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
designating foster carers as a priority group for COVID-19 vaccinations, in light of 
their role in safeguarding the welfare of vulnerable children. 
S5W-35657 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government what steps are being 
taken by Police Scotland to ensure that all COVID-19 travel restrictions are followed, 
particularly as the weather begins to improve. 
S5W-35660 Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Government whether businesses 
offering mobile phone repairs and other similar businesses are eligible for COVID-19 
business support funding, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
S5W-35667 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when in-person 
therapy sessions for people with PTSD and other anxiety disorders will be able to 
resume under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35669 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on whether it plans to introduce so-called vaccination passports in 
Scotland. 
S5W-35683 Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government when local authorities 
will be able to make payments to businesses eligible for support from the Bed and 
Breakfasts Paying Council Tax Grant. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35546
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35652
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35653
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35654
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35655
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35657
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35660
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35667
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35669
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35683
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

