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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 03 March 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 03 March can be found on page 16. 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 03 March are included at page 15. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 03 March) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 

Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what progress it has made in relation to its Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
review of its international development programme, announced on 1 September 2020. 
 

S5W-35666 
 

Jenny Gilruth: I indicated to Parliament last year that I would return in early 2021 to 
make a statement providing an update on the results of the Scottish Government’s 
review of its approach to international development in light of COVID-19. I appreciate, 
however, that there is tremendous pressure on the Parliamentary timetable at the 
moment due to COVID-19. I will therefore provide an update on that review through 
this GIQ.  
 
I will also take the opportunity to update Parliament on three other international 
development reviews that had previously been commissioned: our Small Grants 
Programme, and the Review of Fair Trade in Scotland, both of which are currently 
funded under our International Development Fund (“IDF”); and our separate 
Humanitarian Emergency Fund (“HEF”). Although separate reviews, we will take 
forward our response to their findings in parallel with decisions from our COVID-19 
review, to ensure a holistic approach to the evolution of our whole international 
development programme. 
 
COVID-19 Review of Approach to International Development 
 
The background and scope of the Scottish Government COVID-19 Review are set out 
on our International Development Review webpages: International development: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19): review of international development programme - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot). A copy of my answer today will also be published there, along with 
our Summary Report on the Review of the Scottish Government’s International 
Development Programme in Light of COVID-19 (https://www.gov.scot/ISBN/978-1-
80004-734-1), which sets out the key changes that will result from our review: the 
changes will be made to our IDF programme; and the alignment with the new 

https://www.gov.scot/policies/international-development/2020-covid-19-review/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/international-development/2020-covid-19-review/
https://www.gov.scot/policies/international-development/2020-covid-19-review/
https://www.gov.scot/ISBN/978-1-80004-734-1
https://www.gov.scot/ISBN/978-1-80004-734-1
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Principles resulting from this review will apply not only to IDF funded work, but more 
broadly across wider Scottish Government international development work. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic necessitated a re-fresh of the Scottish Government’s 
approach to international development. Coupled with that, the demand for change by 
the Black Lives Matter movement has raised serious questions to which all 
Governments should consider their response. This refresh of the Scottish 
Government’s international development offer is to ensure that our programme is 
future-proofed against an ever-changing global outlook.  
 
Our International Development programme will continue to evolve in line with the 
review. Our new Principles – co-developed with input from civil society and academics 
in our partner countries and Scotland – will lie at the heart of how Scotland seeks to 
set an example in addressing the issue of systematic racism and inequality - 
sometimes referred to as ‘white gaze’ - in international development. As part of this, 
discussions have focussed on how to support a shift in power to partner countries, 
towards increased localisation of development. (Read the Principles here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-international-development-
review-principles). 
 
New Principles from the COVID-19 Review 
 
The new Principles were shaped during the review process to include views of external 
stakeholders, and I was grateful to civil society in particular, in Scotland and our 
partner countries, for engaging so constructively with this process. Scottish 
Government Ministers, across a range of portfolios, equally considered the Principles 
in line with our commitment to ensure policy coherence. The final version of the 
Principles has benefitted from that co-creation process. 
 
Responding to views expressed in my discussion with Malawian civil society, we have 
included a specific Principle on transparency and accountability – for the Scottish 
Government to hold itself accountable in adhering to our new Principles, as well as in 
delivering our Programme. Supporting that, we will also build on and strengthen our 
monitoring and evaluation framework, as well as keeping under review how we report 
on our spend and work in our partner countries.  
 
I am clear that this COVID-19 review of our approach to international development is 
a start, rather than an end point, to a change process. Our Programme will therefore 
progressively align with the new Principles over the coming months and years, as we 
work to future-proof Programme in relation to COVID-19. We will also continue to 
provide support to strengthening key areas underpinning our Programme, such as 
safeguarding. This continuing alignment and adjustment of our Programme will take 
place incrementally as an ongoing process of improvement and change, and will 
include a focus on the balance of spend between Scotland and our partner countries, 
and amongst our partner countries. I expect all organisations wishing to receive 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-international-development-review-principles
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-international-development-review-principles
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funding from the Scottish Government under the IDF or our separate HEF will clearly 
align with, and be held accountable to, the Principles. 
 
Key programmatic changes from the COVID-19 Review 
 
I want our International Development Programme to help our partner countries to build 
back fairer and stronger. To that end, key Review decisions that will apply in relation 
to the IDF include: 
 

• further focusing our offer in Rwanda and Zambia in line with thematic priorities, 
whilst maintaining our existing agreed themes in Malawi;  

• refreshing our funding criteria; 

• a new distinct equalities programme; and 

• establishing a new Global South Programme Panel on International 
Development. 

 
The decisions on these important changes to our Programme have been informed by 
the discussions, held throughout the review period, with representatives of partner 
country governments, civil society, academics, and international organisations such 
as UN Women in Malawi.  
 
Thematic priorities – Malawi, Rwanda and Zambia 
 
In determining the thematic priorities of our programmes in partner countries it was 
important, consistent with our Principles, to listen to our partner countries. It was clear 
from those discussions that the overarching objective for our refocused Programme 
must be to support our partner countries to build back fairer and stronger’ after the 
Pandemic ends, by focusing our contribution on: economic recovery; building 
institutional resilience; reducing inequalities, and applying our new Principles to our 
programme.  
 
In order to deliver that objective, and following those discussions with our partner 
countries on thematic priorities, I can confirm that our IDF country programmes will be 
reshaped as follows in the short to medium term: 
 

• Rwanda and Zambia: we will refocus our offer to fit each country’s stated post-
COVID-19 priorities for partnership with Scotland. In Rwanda, our focus will be 
on: education; health (in particular palliative care); and trade and investment. 
In Zambia, our partnership will focus on: health (including in the short term 
COVID-19 testing capacity and hospital equipment); water and sanitation, 
particularly in unplanned settlements; and renewable energy; and 
 

• Malawi: the stated preference of both the Malawian Government and of Malawi 
civil society was to hold to the existing six thematic strands under the Global 
Goals Partnership Agreement 2018 signed between our two Governments. 
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Those six strands for cooperation will therefore remain unchanged (health; 
education; civic governance; sustainable economic development; renewable 
energy; and water and climate). 
 

With those thematic areas selected for prioritisation for the next few years by our 
partner countries, we will refocus our IDF funding streams to support building back 
fairer and stronger through economic recovery and building institutional resilience: 
 

• our existing funding stream 1 will now be titled “Sustainable Recovery”, with a 
mix of competitive and non-competitive funding; 
 

• our second funding stream will now be called “Institutional Resilience”. It will 
continue to be awarded on a non-competitive basis and seek to leverage our 
contributions through collaborative, match-funded opportunities with partners 
and other donors. Within this funding stream, we will seek to establish one or 
two long-term institutional partnerships in Malawi, Rwanda and Zambia where 
power is more localised and longer term investment will help to sustain positive 
change. 
 

Refreshing our Funding Criteria 
 
As an example of a long-term institutional partnership, the College of Medicine in 
Malawi has been a key feature of our Programme since 2005, choosing partners in 
Scotland with which to collaborate on a range of successful initiatives. Our investment 
has supported their flexibility to build on those partnerships and secure ad hoc 
additional investment according to their needs. The Government of Malawi has asked 
that the College of Medicine continue to be prioritised within our Malawi Programme. 
In response, we will now adjust the College of Medicine’s place in our programme, 
assuring our support by placing it in our non-competitive “Institutional Resilience” 
funding stream.  
 
We will also look to identify, through discussion and agreement, suitable institutions in 
Zambia and Rwanda interested in building similar long-term, peer-peer partnerships. 
This too will support our aim to future-proof our programme in response to both 
COVID-19 through greater investment in infrastructure and greater use of technology 
for longer-term partners.  
 
Through this change, we aim progressively to shift the balance of power - and control 
over spending - more to our partner countries. That includes adjusting our IDF funding 
criteria to enable more partner country organisations to be the lead partner in applying 
to the Scottish Government for funding. Currently the only global south organisation 
which we fund directly is the Malawi Scotland Partnership in Lilongwe. From the views 
expressed in the review roundtables in our partner countries it is clear that this refresh 
of our current competitive funding round criteria, with its requirement for a Scottish 
lead partner, is overdue. 
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Finally, on partner country themes, Health is the only thematic area prioritised in 
common, by all three of our African partner countries. The pandemic itself, and the 
discussions in our review process, have highlighted that monetary contributions on 
their own are insufficient and that international cooperation and solidarity must be seen 
as key components to tackling global challenges. Peer-peer working, with exchanges 
of knowledge and expertise for mutual learning, is particularly relevant in health, where 
we want to support people contributing their time and skills for the benefit of our partner 
countries and to add value, but also for the learning they can bring back to Scotland. 
We will therefore continue to invest in global health initiatives, through our IDF and 
also through support for the ongoing delivery of the NHS Scotland Global Citizenship 
Programme in partnership with the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport, and with 
NHS Scotland.  
 
New Cross-cutting Equalities Programme  
 
Adding to the two funding streams “Sustainable Recovery” and “Institutional 
Resilience”, we will introduce a new cross-cutting Equalities Programme across all 
four of our partner countries, with a particular focus on supporting the promotion of 
equality and empowerment of women and girls. This key outcome from the review 
recognises the finding of UN Women that COVID-19 is “deepening pre-existing 
inequalities, exposing vulnerabilities in social, political and economic systems which 
are in turn amplifying the impacts of the pandemic. Across every sphere, from health 
to the economy, security to social protection, the impacts of COVID-19 are 
exacerbated for women and girls simply by virtue of their sex”.  
 
Therefore, we to fund other new initiatives that will benefit our partner countries, within 
a new Equalities Funding Stream, to promote equality for, and the rights of, women 
and girls. The existing Police Scotland partnerships with the Malawian and Zambian 
Police Forces which we support are exemplars of peer-peer working on equalities 
issues. These will continue, now sitting within our new cross-countries Equalities 
Programme. Our Scholarships scheme in Pakistan, our fourth partner country, will also 
sit within this Equalities Programme.  
 
In 2016, we introduced a new funding stream for Investment. This has also been 
considered under the Review. I have decided that we should continue to support 
commercial investment from our IDF. This takes into account the declared priority of 
our partner countries to move away from aid towards self-sustaining economies 
supported by trade and investment. We will, however, explore the feasibility of 
targeting our investment funding to support women within the new Equalities 
Programme. 
 
Finally, on the new Equalities Programme, we will refocus the budget currently 
allocated under the IDF to our existing Small Grants pilot programme towards 
promoting equality of women and girls and supporting their rights, including seeking 
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to provide more funding directly in-country to smaller local civil society organisations. 
This is expanded on further below. 
 
In all of our work on the priority thematic areas and intersectional equality issues, we 
want to ensure collaborative working, not only across the Scottish Government, the 
wider public sector and civil society in Scotland, but also with more international 
organisations. The Scottish Government is a strong supporter of multilateralism, 
believing that by working with partners on shared interests in multilateral fora we can 
address our common challenges. Engaging with international institutions can also help 
us to better support national outcomes in our partner countries – our recent  
£2 million grant to UNICEF for our three African partner countries ensured we could 
support all three partner country Governments to implement their COVID-19 national 
response plans and preparedness for COVID-19 vaccines. We will therefore consider 
how we might work through more international bodies in future, whether on health or 
equality for women and girls to maximise the impact of our development programme. 
 
Global South Programme Panel 
 
I want to further develop key international connections to strengthen the Programme 
and its impact in our partner countries. In line with the commitment in our Principles to 
inclusivity and diversity, and to shifting power in our international development work to 
our partner countries, I want to ensure the Scottish Government continues to hear from 
experts such as the Africa-based academics I met during the review. I therefore intend, 
as a key outcome of this review, to establish a Scottish Government Global South 
Programme Panel on International Development.  
 
This new group will include, for example, global south academics, thematic experts 
from our partner countries, and also representatives of our partner country diaspora in 
Scotland. The Panel will enable us to access a wider and more diverse range of voices 
and experience, and lend expertise to our Programme. I will chair the Panel as Minister 
for International Development, ensuring that global south voices continue to be heard 
beyond this Review, at ministerial level, to ensure ongoing dialogue and to drive and 
support further positive change. 
 
The role of the international development sector and thematic experts in Scotland also 
remains fundamental and I want to give my ongoing commitment to discussion and 
dialogue with them in taking forward our international development programme. I and 
my officials will continue to meet regularly with the wider sector in Scotland, including, 
for example, through the quarterly meetings that Scotland’s International Development 
Alliance hosts. I will also look for other opportunities to engage the sector in Scotland 
as part of our ongoing dialogue as our Programme aligns with the new Principles and 
as international development theory and practice itself evolves. I look forward to 
discussing the outcome of the Review with representatives of the sector within the 
next week. 
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Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development following the COVID-19 Review 
 
Finally, the sector in Scotland continues to stress the importance of Policy Coherence 
for Sustainable Development (PCSD) and I am pleased to restate the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to this. Our work on PCSD remains a vital component as 
we strive to build back fairer and stronger from COVID-19, considering not only our 
needs but those of others overseas. We will continue to collaborate with our civil 
society partners on policy coherence, as part of our ongoing discussions on best global 
practices in international development. 
 
Due to COVID-19, the formal work of the Ministerial Working Group on PCSD which 
was announced in 2019 has been delayed. However, our commitment to this approach 
across the Scottish Government remains and is evident in the way in which we are 
currently taking forward work and collaborating in areas like climate change, health 
and education. On education, for example, as part of the ongoing and progressive 
work stemming from this review, discussions will continue with the Cabinet Secretary 
for Education and Skills on areas of mutual interest such as global citizenship 
education and the Development Education Centres. In addition to the existing areas 
of collaboration, we are identifying other policy areas on which we can fruitfully 
collaborate for positive development outcomes. For example, PCSD was explicitly part 
of the development of the Scottish Government’s new Trade Vision, published on 26 
January 2021, which emphasises the principle of “do no harm” when developing 
Scotland’s international trade and investment links. I will convene the Ministerial 
Working Group before the end of this Parliamentary term.  
 
COVID-19 and International Solidarity  
 
I hope that my detailed answer today on our COVID-19 Review will provide 
reassurance that the wellbeing of our partner countries and their citizens remains 
paramount to the Scottish Government, and that the changes resulting from this review 
seek to support that aim.  
 
Internationalism, and international solidarity, has never been more important through 
this time of the COVID-19 pandemic, whether that is in relation to the immediate needs 
and equitable access to vaccines, or in the medium to longer term as we build back 
fairer and stronger from COVID-19. Scotland has a role to play in contributing 
internationally, both by funding and by sharing our technical expertise and learning 
from others in return.   
 
Looking ahead into 2021, UN Secretary General Guterres has called for international 
solidarity in relation to COVID-19 responses, “Now is the time for unity and for the 
international community to work together in solidarity to stop COVID-19 and its 
shattering consequences”. On behalf of the Scottish Government, I endorse that call 
by the UN Secretary General. 
 



8 
 

 

 

 

Independent Reviews of the Small Grants, Fair Trade in Scotland, and the HEF 
 
Taking each of the three separate and independent reviews on our Small Grants 
Programme, of Fair Trade in Scotland and the HEF in turn: 
 
Independent Review of our Small Grants Programme  
 
I am pleased to provide an update on our response to the Report of the independent 
review of the Scottish Government international development Small Grants 
Programme, which was established as a pilot programme in 2013.  
 
The independent report of the review of the Small Grants Programme, which we 
published on our Scottish Government webpages (Read the review report by the 
independent consultants), set out a number of findings and concluded with four 
Options for the future of the Programme. Having carefully considered the Report’s 
findings and Options for the future, I have, as indicated above, decided to refocus the 
budget currently allocated under the IDF to our Small Grants pilot programme towards 
promoting equality of women and girls, including seeking to provide more funding 
directly in-country to smaller local civil society organisations. 
 
Whilst the Report found that the Programme had exhibited some elements of good 
practice, for example “in the level of support which it offers to build the capacity 
applicants and award-holders”, it also identified a range of issues in relation to both 
the design and achievement of its original purpose, which have been key in deciding 
whether it should continue in its present form beyond its pilot stage: 
 

• in terms of the stated purpose of the Programme ‘to build capacity and upscale 
small organisations and enable them to bid for funds from the IDF and other 
funders,’ the Report found that “While there is evidence that small organisations 
have developed their capacity through the Programme, the total number of 
organisations that have achieved this particular indicator is small”; 
 

• the Report also found that the multi-objective design of the Programme, both to 
support the sector in Scotland and some of the world's most vulnerable 
communities in-country, affected the capacity of the Programme to deliver on 
some of the original aspirations to strengthen local community capacity / 
empower local community groups to influence decision makers; and  
 

• there was limited data to assess the extent to which the Programme has 
achieved those specific objectives, impacted in part by the multi-objective 
design. 
 

Our Small Grants Programme has also been impacted by COVID-19, with many small 
grants projects disrupted. So in announcing this decision, I want to provide clear 
reassurance to organisations which currently have live Small Grants funded under our 

https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800041059
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800041059
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781800041059
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IDF. This includes those projects in the 2019-22 cohort, which will continue until March 
2022, as well as those in the 2018-21 cohort which have been granted extensions to 
summer 2021 due to the impact of COVID-19 on delivery. These projects within the 
Small Grants Programme will continue up until 2022, still managed by Corra on behalf 
of the Scottish Government. Today’s announcement simply means we will not extend 
the pilot Programme in its current form by opening any new funding rounds.  
 
Secondly, I can confirm that the proportion of the International Development Fund 
normally allocated to the Small Grants Programme will be absorbed back into the IDF, 
to fund other new initiatives that will benefit our partner countries. As an example, 
following the COVID-19 review of our approach to international development, within a 
new Equalities Programme we will increasingly fund more initiatives to advance the 
equality of women and girls and support their rights, where we will look to fund smaller 
local civil society organisations directly in-country. As an example of this, we will 
immediately extend additional funding to our collaboration with Comic Relief on our 
joint Levelling the Field II Programme, following their success in attracting large 
numbers of high quality applications by locally led organisations in our partner 
countries for new funding from April 2021. The focus of the funding in Levelling the 
Field II (2021-24) is using Sport for Change approaches to fund CSOs direct in-country 
to: ensure women and girls and safe, equal and respected; and promote women and 
girls’ decision-making power and inclusion. 
 
This will respond to the localisation agenda, as highlighted in Option 2 of the Small 
Grants Review Report: “to address the inherent power imbalance in funding North 
organisations to deliver activities in the South”, by “ceasing funding for smaller Scottish 
iNGOs to deliver activities in partner countries” and instead “developing a Programme 
which invest directly in small organisations in partner countries”. We are also 
interested in exploring Option 4 of the Small Grants Review, namely to further “invest 
in systems change inpartner countries...aimed at strengthening the capacity of 
organisations in partner countries through partnership/exchange with Scottish 
institutions”. This holistic approach to both the Small Grants Review and our review of 
our approach to our wider international development programme in light of COVID-19 
will support the evolution of our programme at this time. 
 
Independent Reviews of the HEF and of Fair Trade in Scotland  
 
As an update to my response to question S5O-04282, taken in Chamber on  
18 March 2020 on the HEF Review: in October 2020, having again reviewed the 
situation, we further extended the current Panel membership until 30 June 2021. As 
with the first extension, the main objective was to maintain the stability of the HEF 
panel in these unprecedented circumstances by utilising the established networks and 
relationships to continue to support activations during 2020-21.  
 
Since April 2020, we have continued to support humanitarian activations through our 
HEF: the DEC Appeal for an emergency response to the COVID-19 crisis in July 2020, 
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to support displaced communities and refugees in seven key countries; and, through 
the HEF Panel, in relation to the explosion in Beirut, to Niger to help communities 
affected by devastating floods, and just last week in response to the crisis caused by 
the brutal conflict in Ethiopia's Tigray region.  
 
I have been clear that we will take forward implementation of the recommendations 
from the 2019 HEF review once our separate COVID-19 international development 
review was complete. That includes my commitment to appoint a new HEF Panel. We 
will implement the HEF review recommendations in conjunction with applying the 
results of our more recent international development COVID-19 review, including the 
new Principles we co-developed under that Review, to inform the renewal of the HEF 
Panel. Post-Covid, the sector in Scotland itself may have evolved, and we will take 
any such changes into account in the new appointments process.  
 
Finally, for completeness on the range of independent reviews commissioned, in my 
answer to question S5W-33059 on 19 November 2020, I set out the progress made 
by the Scottish Government in implementing the recommendations of the review of 
fair trade in Scotland (published 24 February 2020). In terms of the further impact of 
our COVID-19 review, the ongoing implementation of the Fair Trade review will in 
common with all other areas of our Programme funded under the IDF, continue to align 
with our new Principles and review outcomes, and otherwise respond as international 
development theory and practice itself evolves. 
 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether lateral flow testing kits will be made available to 
playgroup staff in time for the return of full education in early learning settings. 
 

S5W-35275 
 

Maree Todd: On the 2 February, the First Minister confirmed that the Scottish 
Government will introduce a routine testing programme for schools and childcare staff. 
This includes all Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) and School-aged Childcare staff 
(SAC) who work in a setting that is registered with the Care Inspectorate. 
 
Phase one of the testing programme is being rolled out to all schools, ELC and SAC 
settings that are attached to school buildings, during week commencing 22nd 
February. Phase two will see testing rolled out to all local authority and private, 
voluntary and independent led standalone settings which are not attached to schools. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


11 
 

 

 

 

 
We are currently gathering data for settings, in conjunction with local authority 
partners, to enable delivery of testing kits to settings included in phase two. We will 
confirm a delivery schedule for phase two, following this data collection. 
 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Finance 
 

Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government for what reason there is no option to appeal or re-apply 
to the Mobile Close Contact Fund under any circumstances, including when an 
administrative error has been made. 
 

S5W-35334 
 

Kate Forbes: Anyone affected by the initial systems error of the Mobile and Home 
Based Close Contact Services Fund and the Newly Self Employed Hardship Fund has 
already been invited to re-apply for these funds. 
 
Applicants who are concerned they have made a mistake in their original application, 
or believe they have been unsuccessful because of a mistake, will be contacted shortly 
to re-apply. 
 
We have strengthened the guidance for applicants to highlight common mistakes, and 
will continue to do all we can to help those that are eligible to access these funds, 
which are not available elsewhere in the UK. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether people who run baby sensory classes on a 
peripatetic basis, moving from community to community, qualify for the Mobile and 
Home-Based Close Contact Services Fund, and, if not, what support is available to 
them. 
 

S5W-35401 
 

Kate Forbes: Baby sensory classes do not meet the definition of close contact 
services as stated in The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 and are therefore ineligible 
for support under this fund. 
 
Baby sensory class practitioners may be eligible for support through the UK 
Government’s Self Employment Income Support Scheme which protects up to 80% of 
a self-employed person’s average monthly trading profits. The £120 million Local 
Authority Discretionary Fund provides another potential route to financial support, I 
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would encourage those who run these classes to check their Local Authority website 
for eligibility. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 

Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33489 
by Jeane Freeman on 16 December 2020, whether it will provide an update on what 
plans it has to provide certification for people who have been vaccinated against 
COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35285 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to reimburse the travel costs of people who 
are unable to access public transport to attend their COVID-19 vaccination 
appointments. 
 

S5W-35291 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Sarah Boyack (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
percentage of clinically extremely vulnerable people have received a COVID-19 
vaccination. 
 

S5W-35294 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Fulton MacGregor (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce routine COVID-19 testing 
using lateral flow devices for staff and volunteers at COVID-19 testing centres and 
stations. 
 

S5W-35296 
 

Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Rural Economy and Tourism 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it is working with the wedding industry to produce a 
route map to allow couples and industry stakeholders to plan for the relaxation of 
restrictions on weddings. 
 

S5W-35399 
 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government recognises the importance of marriage and 
civil partnership to couples and to society more widely. Whilst our priority is public 
health, we know that the sector has been hit hard and we do not underestimate the 
crisis created by the pandemic. 
 
The Scottish Government continues to listen to concerns from businesses as we 
explore how to continue to help during this unprecedented economic crisis. 
 
The Scottish Government has no plans, at present, for a route map specific to the 
wedding sector. We understand that people want certainty: but nothing would 
undermine public confidence and trust more than setting arbitrary future dates for 
relaxation without having an objective basis to be confident we will be able to achieve 
them safely. 
 
Officials recently met with representatives from the Scottish Wedding Industry Alliance 
to hear their concerns and we will consider next steps. I continue to engage with the 
sector and I am due to meet with them again soon. Informed by these discussions, we 
hope to offer greater certainty in the coming weeks around how and when restrictions 
affecting the range of business in the wedding sector will be eased, as the evidence 
allows 
 
On 23 February, we published an update to our coronavirus strategic framework. The 
First Minister also confirmed to Parliament that we will set out more detail in mid-March 
any revision to the content of each protection level taking account of our experience 
and of sectoral views. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what criteria must be met before it will end the policy of 
managed quarantine in hotels. 
 

S5W-35272 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-update-february-2021/
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Michael Matheson: Any decision on ending the policy of managed isolation will be 
contingent on the epidemiological data and wider evidence about the rollout and 
success of our vaccination programme. Such a decision will be considered, in due 
course, in the context of a refreshed strategic approach to suppressing the virus. 

 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its position is on spouses who are returning from 
travelling overseas to work being exempted from managed quarantine in hotels. 
 

S5W-35273 
 

Michael Matheson: There will be limited exemptions from the requirement to enter 
managed isolation. We understand how difficult this is, but to manage the risk of 
importing new variants and to give vaccine deployment the best chance of bringing us 
closer to normality these limits on international travel are necessary. 
 
The clinical advice is clear that a comprehensive system of managed quarantine is 
essential to minimise the impact of new COVID-19 variants. This means that we must 
restrict how many exemptions are in place otherwise the policy will not be effective. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what its position is on people who can verify that they have 
being fully vaccinated against COVID-19 being exempted from managed quarantine 
in hotels. 
 

S5W-35274 
 

Michael Matheson: Vaccine certification is not currently an alternative to managed 
isolation. 
 
We are, however, contributing to the World Health Organisation Safer Vaccination 
Programme on vaccine certification. This includes consideration of technical details, 
ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. The outcome of those discussions 
will guide our work in this area. 
 
It is too soon to introduce any form of certification. We need to know more about the 
efficacy of the vaccines, their impact on transmission and the length of immunity before 
it would be safe to introduce a vaccine certificate. However work has started to scope 
and develop a technical solution to allow secure, authenticated access to Covid 
vaccination status. This is to ensure technology is not the limiting factor should the 
work underway indicate it would be appropriate to introduce certification at the right 
time. 
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Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 03 March 2021 
 
 
Social Security and Older People 
 
2. Mark Ruskell: To ask the Scottish Government what the impact has been of 
widening the eligibility criteria for the Self-Isolation Support Grant. ( S5O-05074 ) 
8. John Mason: To ask the Scottish Government how its welfare policies have 
supported low-income families with children during the COVID-19 pandemic. ( S5O-
05080 ) 
 
Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 04 March 2021 
 
Finance 
 
7. David Torrance: To ask the Scottish Government how much the finance 
secretary has allocated to support outdoor education centres during the COVID-19 
pandemic. ( S5O-05087 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05074
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05080
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05080
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05087
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13169&i=119209


16 
 

 

 

 

Written Questions 
Questions in which a member has indicated a declarable interest are marked 
with an "R". 
 
Government Initiated Questions are initiated by the Scottish Government in 
order to facilitate the provision of information to the Parliament. 
 
Written questions lodged on 03 March 2021 
 
S5W-35616 Ross Greer: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the statement 
by the First Minister on 2 February 2021 ( Official Report , c. 13), whether the sectors 
covered by the expansion of routine workforce COVID-19 testing will include (a) 
transport and (b) offshore energy production. 
S5W-35668 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when it 
anticipates the tourism industry will reopen to allow for (a) self-catering 
accommodation to be used for holiday rentals and (b) travel between different areas 
for Scotland. 
S5W-35688 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government for what reason Perth 
Airport is not included in the Non Domestic Rates (Coronavirus Reliefs) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020, and what consideration it has given to excluding other similar-
sized airports. 
S5W-35689 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether the enhanced cleaning of communal areas of privately-owned residential 
blocks is essential during the current COVID-19 lockdown, and whether commercial 
cleaning firms can continue to carry out this work. 
S5W-35690 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will review the 
virus transmission mitigation measures for public library staff, given that book 
transfers continue to operate inside these premises. 
S5W-35697 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government whether social housing 
staff will be considered as a priority group for the COVID-19 vaccine, given their 
frequent interaction with older and vulnerable people. 
S5W-35711 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when community 
centres will be allowed to re-open for people and groups to use under the revised 
Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35713 Liam McArthur: To ask the Scottish Government whether consideration 
is being given to allowing personnel who are on rotation from working offshore and 
are travelling back from overseas, to self-isolate at home rather than in a hotel. 
S5W-35723 Fulton MacGregor: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide an update on plans to offer COVID-19 vaccines to those working at testing 
centres. 
 
 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35616
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35668
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35688
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35689
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35690
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35697
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35711
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35713
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35723
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

