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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 8 March 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 8 March can be found on page 11 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 8 March) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether COVID-19 funding for bus operators will be extended beyond 31 March 2021. 
 

S5W-35773 

Michael Matheson: Today I am announcing up to £61.4 million in further funding to 
support bus operators maintain services between 1 April and 27 June 2021. This is in 
addition to up to £191.3 million that the Scottish Government has made available to 
support bus services since June 2020. This funding is subject to regular reconciliation 
to ensure we are not over or under paying operators and actual spend in 2020-21 is 
forecast at £144.5 million. Funding only covers the gap between additional operational 
costs due to Covid-19 and the loss of fare revenue due to physical distancing and 
reduced demand.  
 
 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review of the International Travel 
Regulations. 
 

S5W-35772 

Michael Matheson: The International Travel Regulations require to be reviewed at 
least every 28 days. In the time since the last review on 8 February, the Scottish 
Government has amended regulations to introduce managed quarantine. I have 
concluded that the requirements imposed by the regulations, as amended, remain 
proportionate and necessary and should be retained. 
 
The regulations are due to expire 12 months after they were first introduced, which is 
8 June 2021. Considering the pre-election period and that parliamentary procedure 
following the election may continue later into May, I will provide for a short extension 
to the expiry of the regulations. This will now fall due on 20 September 2021. 
 
This does not change the requirement to review the regulations at least every 28 days. 
The next review must be completed no later than 5 April, which is during the pre-
election period, and I will inform Parliament of the outcome of that review by writing to 
Committee Conveners and the Presiding Officer. 
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Stewart Stevenson (Banffshire and Buchan Coast) (Scottish National Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what progress there has been in implementing its 
deposit return scheme. 
 

S5W-35780 

Ben Macpherson: The Scottish Government recognises the unique and significant 
pressures that COVID-19 and EU Exit have placed on industry over the past year, 
including the businesses with responsibility for implementing Scotland’s Deposit 
Return Scheme (DRS). 
 
Despite this, industry has made good progress towards implementing the scheme, 
including the recent establishment of Circularity Scotland Ltd as a not-for-profit 
industry body seeking to operate as a DRS scheme administrator. This is a significant 
step forward, which demonstrates the industry’s collective commitment to move ahead 
with the scheme. 
 
At the time that the DRS Regulations were passed, the Scottish Government 
committed to closely monitor the impact of the pandemic on implementation of DRS. 
Given the significant disruption caused to relevant sectors over the past year, we have 
decided to commission an independent gateway review to assess the impact of the 
pandemic on the go-live date for the scheme. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Dean Lockhart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what percentage of the budget allocated to 
(a) Scottish Enterprise, (b) Highlands and Islands Enterprise, (c) South of Scotland 
Enterprise and (d) the Scottish National Investment Bank in the (i) current and (ii) next 
financial year will be spent on assisting existing businesses to survive the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-35552 

Fiona Hyslop: At the start of the current financial year, the Scottish Government 
directed the enterprise agencies to focus on meeting the emerging fiscal, economic 
and social challenges of COVID-19 and to re-evaluate and halt all but their most critical 
‘business as usual’ activity.  
 
Throughout the year, the enterprise agencies have reprioritised their work and budgets 
in response to COVID-19. As well as delivering national COVID-19 related funding 
schemes such as the Pivotal Enterprise Resilience Fund and the Creative, Tourism & 
Hospitality Enterprises Hardship Fund, the enterprise agencies have also developed 
their own funds dedicated to supporting businesses and communities severely 
impacted by the pandemic. 
 
The enterprise agencies have a key role to play in supporting re-start and recovery 
post COVID-19. Our budget for 2021-22 increases the spending power of the 
enterprise agencies by £60 million. This additional funding will underpin their work to 
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improve business and community resilience and deliver the national mission to create 
new, good, green jobs.  
 
The Scottish National Investment Bank will also play a key role in supporting 
Scotland’s economic recovery by delivering patient and sustained investment over the 
medium and long term. The Bank will catalyse private investment to achieve a step 
change in economic growth by powering innovation and accelerating the move to a 
net zero emissions, high tech, connected, globally competitive and inclusive economy. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether twice-weekly COVID-19 testing will be available 
for nursery staff in the private, voluntary and independent sector. 
 

S5W-35453 

Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35275 on  
3 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether early years officers working in early years centres, 
who have regular contact with children, will be offered twice-weekly access to lateral 
flow COVD-19 testing, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-35400 

Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35218 on  
1 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will make routine asymptomatic COVID-19 
testing available in all stand-alone nursery settings. 
 

S5W-35420 

Maree Todd: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35275 on  
3 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide details of each of the business 
support funding streams it has announced in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
broken down by how much has been paid out by each stream since March 2020. 
 

S5W-35451 

Kate Forbes: Since the start of the pandemic, our support for business and the 
economy totals more than £3 billion. Statistics and management information on the 
Covid-19 business support funding streams, including how much has been paid out to 
businesses, are published on the Scottish Government website at Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): business support funding statistics - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). This 
includes data on the Strategic Framework Business Fund which is updated and 
published monthly.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government what support it will offer the English language tuition industry 
to reduce the impact of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-35518 

Kate Forbes: We recognise the financial pressures that COVID-19 is placing on the 
English language tuition industry. Limits on the amount of funding made available to 
the Scottish Government to provide financial support to businesses means that we are 
simply unable to establish funds for every sector impacted. We have, however, 
allocated £120 million in discretionary business support funding to Local Authorities 
enabling them to direct funding towards those businesses unable to access other 
sources of financial support. I would encourage English language schools and tutors 
to seek support through this route. 
 
 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what financial support is being provided to English language schools that 
have had to close as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35524 

Kate Forbes: We recognise the financial challenges that English Language Schools 
are experiencing as a result of restrictions introduced to control the spread of COVID-
19. The limited funding made available to the Scottish Government by the UK 
Government prevents us from establishing a specific fund for every sector 
experiencing disruption as a result of COVID-19. We have, however, allocated  
£120 million in discretionary business support funding to Local Authorities enabling 
them to direct funding towards those sectors unable to access other sources of 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-funding-statistics/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-funding-statistics/
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financial support. I would encourage English language schools to seek support 
through this route. 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether people who were rejected by the Close Contact Services Fund 
or the Newly Self-Employed Hardship Fund due to technical errors will be given more 
time to re-apply, or be able to appeal the rejection. 
 

S5W-35526 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35334 on 3 March 
2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government when people who were rejected by the Close Contact Fund or Newly 
Self-Employed Hardship Fund due to technical errors will be reconsidered for 
assistance. 
 

S5W-35527 

Kate Forbes: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35334 on 3 March 
2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
Elaine Smith (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the reported increase in the number of universal credit 
claimants over the last nine months, whether additional resources will be transferred 
to local authorities to meet the cost of any additional demand for passported benefits. 
 

S5W-35582 

Kate Forbes: The Scottish Government is very aware of the financial impact the 
coronavirus crisis has had on people across Scotland. This is why we have continually 
called on the UK Government, which has responsibility for all income-related benefits, 
to reverse welfare cuts which are hitting harder than ever, and to make fundamental 
alterations to Universal Credit. 
 
For our part the Scottish Government has already taken exceptional measures in 
every area of government to deal with the challenges of COVID-19 and that is 
particularly clear in the support for local services. To date, the Scottish Government 
have taken decisive action to commit £456.1 million in additional funding through the 
local government finance settlement to local authorities, including a further £25 million 
to meet increased demand for the Council Tax Reduction Scheme and over £50 million 
to enable the continued provision of Free School Meals during school closures and 
holiday periods for around 156,000 children and young people. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Additionally, I announced a package of financial flexibilities on 8 October which could 
be worth up to £600 million to Scotland’s councils over the next two years. 
 
The Scottish Government and COSLA have also finalised a lost income scheme, worth 
£200 million this financial year. Further general COVID-19 consequentials of £275 
million in 2020-21 and £259 million for 2021-22 have also been confirmed to support 
local councils to meet demand for services. 
 
Taken the financial flexibilities and additional funding together, brings the value of the 
overall COVID-19 support package for councils up to almost £1.8 billion over this year 
and next. 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what data it is collecting regarding how the COVID-19 pandemic is 
affecting the mental health of BAME people. 
 

S5W-35574 

Clare Haughey: Data on the mental health of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 
(BAME) people in Scotland is collected in the Scottish COVID-19 Mental Health 
Tracker Study. This surveys a representative sample of adults in Scotland about a 
range of mental health and wellbeing outcomes, at five points over a twelve month 
period. The first report found that respondents who identified as BAME reported worse 
mental health indicators than white respondents on a number of measures. However, 
the sample of BAME respondents is quite small, so the findings need to be treated 
with caution. 
 
The Scottish Government also commissioned a second 'Lockdown Lowdown' survey 
of young people in Scotland, aged 11 to 26, to find out how the pandemic was 
impacting on them. The report analysed findings from BAME respondents, but found 
limited differences in mental health by ethnicity.  
 
The Scottish Government's Coronavirus Mental Health Research Advisory Group 
continues to monitor emerging data and evidence on the mental health impacts of the 
pandemic on different groups. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many of the 2,000 vaccinators and 
support staff needed for the COVID-19 vaccination programme are currently in place, 
and how many of those currently in place (a) can administer the vaccine and (b) are 
support staff. 
 

S5W-33817 

Mairi Gougeon: More than 12,000 active vaccinators are registered on our national 
Vaccination Management Tool. 
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Availability of vaccine supply is a key factor in determining the size of the vaccination 
workforce deployed at any given time, with workforce requirements fluctuating 
accordingly. In the period 10-16 February 2021, supply dictated that c. 1225 WTE 
vaccinators and c. 832 WTE support staff be deployed, supplementing those GPs 
participating in the programme.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what training of staff will be required to 
administer COVID-19 vaccinations, and by what date any training will be delivered in 
full. 
 

S5W-33818 

Mairi Gougeon: NHS Education for Scotland and Public Health Scotland have 
developed a learning pathway, providing an overview of training requirements for 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 
For individuals who are experienced active vaccinators, training need only cover the 
specific characteristics of Covid-19 vaccinations followed by the completion of an 
assessment involving a supervisor. 
 
Where an individual is returning to vaccinations after being inactive for a period of 
time, their training requirements will be informed by a self-assessment. The 
appropriate training resources can then be accessed according to their individual 
training needs. 
 
Individuals with no experience as vaccinators will be required to undertake core 
vaccination training and will require clinical supervision when administering vaccine 
until confident and competent. 
 
Training will be delivered on an ongoing basis to support roll-out of the vaccination 
programme. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how people will be told the appointment of 
the second booster COVID-19 vaccine after they have received the first. 
 

S5W-33822 

Mairi Gougeon: All vaccinations are held on an individual’s medical records. 
 
Individuals in cohorts 1 – 5 who have been appointed through local GP IT systems will 
receive a reminder based on local process. This may include being given a leaflet at 
first vaccination, an SMS text message, phone call or letter. 
 
Those scheduled through the National Vaccination Scheduling System will receive a 
letter confirming their second appointment.  
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The letter will also confirm the type of vaccine type they received for their 1st dose. 
For unpaid carers we have the opportunity to do this digitally if they use the online self-
registration system. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is ensuring that information on appointments for COVID-19 vaccinations is available 
in an accessible format for blind and partially-sighted people. 
 

S5W-34773 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is working with partners such as Health 
Boards and Public Health Scotland to ensure that Covid-19 information is in accessible 
format for blind and partially-sighted people.  
 
The vaccination material is available in multiple formats such as audio and social 
media assets which have audio descriptors. The appointment letters also have a 
provision of a QR code which has been introduced after having a consultation with the 
policy, marketing, public and third sector organisation to ensure that people have 
information in accessible formats. The appointments letters issued by Service Now 
are all in accessible formats.  
 
Furthermore, help is also provided through the Covid-19 Helpline which is 0800 030 
8013.  
 
It is responsibility of NHS Health Boards to ensure that those who are partially sighted 
are aware of their appointment details.  
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
it is ensuring that information on appointments for COVID-19 vaccinations is available 
in an accessible format for blind and partially-sighted people. 
 

S5W-34773 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government is working with partners such as Health 
Boards and Public Health Scotland to ensure that Covid-19 information is in accessible 
format for blind and partially-sighted people.  
 
The vaccination material is available in multiple formats such as audio and social 
media assets which have audio descriptors. The appointment letters also have a 
provision of a QR code which has been introduced after having a consultation with the 
policy, marketing, public and third sector organisation to ensure that people have 
information in accessible formats. The appointments letters issued by Service Now 
are all in accessible formats.  
 
Furthermore, help is also provided through the Covid-19 Helpline which is 0800 030 
8013.  
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It is responsibility of NHS Health Boards to ensure that those who are partially sighted 
are aware of their appointment details.  
 
 
Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether its shielding list includes unpaid carers who are recorded on the 
Joint Committee on Vaccines and Immunisation (JCVI) clinically extremely vulnerable 
list. 
 

S5W-34975 

Mairi Gougeon: People on the shielding list meet the criteria of the clinically extremely 
vulnerable as defined in group 4 of the Joint Committee on Vaccines and Immunisation 
(JCVI). People on the shielding list are individuals who have a condition that puts them 
at the highest clinical risk of severe illness or mortality from COVID-19. These 
conditions have been identified by the Chief Medical Officers across the UK and can 
be found here. 
 
The shielding list does not exclude any category of people, including unpaid carers. 
Therefore, a number of unpaid carers may fall into this priority group based on their 
health.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, the Scottish Government has been clear that those who 
meet the criteria of the clinically vulnerable should be shielding and that any decisions 
and measures to protect the health of those shielding should be a priority. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what preparations it is making for any booster 
vaccination programme as a result of the emergence of new strains of COVID-19. 
 

S5W-35131 

Mairi Gougeon: Planning and preparations for potential future COVID-19 
vaccinations is currently underway and this is being considered. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether any booster COVID-19 vaccination 
programme would run alongside the existing annual flu vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-35132 

Mairi Gougeon: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-35131 on  
8 March 2021. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/highest-risk-classification/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when in-person therapy sessions for people with PTSD and 
other anxiety disorders will be able to resume under its revised COVID-19 Strategic 
Framework. 
 

S5W-35667 

Clare Haughey: At this stage it is not possible to give a definitive date for all cases. 
The decision to offer support services in-person or remotely will be made on clinical 
grounds, based on assessed need alongside Covid-19 infection control 
considerations. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what progress is being made to ensure that 
no vulnerable people are excluded from the COVID-19 vaccine appointments list. 
 

S5W-35429 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
priority will be given to university staff in the COVID-19 vaccine roll-out. 
 

S5W-35454 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 8 March 2021 

S5W-35792 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government how many applications 
have been made to the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Hardship Fund, also 
broken down by how many have (a) been approved, (b) been rejected and (c) yet to 
be processed. 
S5W-35797 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government what the average award 
granted by the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Hardship Fund has been. 
S5W-35798 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide a 
breakdown of the reasons that applications to the Creative, Tourism and Hospitality 
Hardship Fund have been rejected.  
S5W-35818 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether the partners of 
people who are shielding, and who have received a COVID-19 vaccine, will also 
receive a vaccine as a priority.  
S5W-35821 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government when in-person 
antenatal classes can resume under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
S5W-35824 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when special clinics for 
administering COVID-19 vaccines to those with known allergies will be operational, 
and (a) how and (b) by whom patients will be invited to attend such clinics.  
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35792
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35797
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35798
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35818
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35821
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-35824


12 

Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

