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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Friday 12 March 2021 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 12 March) 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the closure of non-essential click and collect retail, what its 
position is on whether businesses that sell a mixture of essential and non-essential 
items and are permitted to remain open during the COVID-19 lockdown should 
continue to sell non-essential items. 
 

S5W-35641  
 
Jamie Hepburn: The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 set out the types of 
business which can currently remain open. They do not regulate the items which 
they can retail. It is up to the individual business to decide which items they make 
available, as long as they operate within Scottish Government regulations and 
guidelines. We expect everyone to adhere to the spirit as well as the letter of the 
guidance and so retailers should think carefully about what items they make 
available and do so in the most responsible way possible. The current stay at home 
regulations prohibits people from leaving or remaining outside their home except for 
an essential purpose including only for essential shopping. 
 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on working with the higher and further education 
sectors to establish a “no detriment” policy for students whose studies have been 
disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-35542  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government are in discussion with students, 
universities and colleges on approaches to minimise the impact of COVID-19. An 
immediate priority is to enable students to continue and complete their learner 
journeys and move into employment or further study. 
 
To support this priority, a short life Ministerial Task force has been established 
chaired by the Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science. 
 
This group will be tasked with moving in a rapid and agile manner to collectively 
provide solutions to address issues now facing learners as a result of the extended 
disruption to learning and teaching caused by COVID-19 restrictions.  
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We fully expect institutions to adopt a fair approach to assessments, which supports 
students in attaining the qualifications they deserve despite the challenges faced as 
a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Universities are, however, autonomous bodies and do not all follow the same pattern 
for exams, they are responsible for their own policies and procedures.  
 
There are some courses where evidence is required in order to demonstrate a 
certain level of proficiency, to allow for transitions into the workplace of specific work 
disciplines. Therefore it is difficult to adopt a blanket approach to this.  
 
We are absolutely clear that learners should have their achievements recognised 
and awarded, as in any other academic year, such that they can continue with their 
chosen pathways. 
 
We are working with universities, colleges and others to consider the challenges in 
delivering practical learning and our immediate priority is to help students complete 
their courses. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how it plans to mitigate the impact of managed isolation on 
international students. 
 

S5W-35575  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is working with the sector to explore 
what measures can be put in place to support the physical and mental wellbeing of 
international students who are subject to managed isolation arrangements. 
 
In relation to their financial wellbeing, international and EU students can now apply 
for financial hardship support from the £22m HE Coronavirus Discretionary Fund and 
£3m FE Coronavirus Discretionary Fund, which were allocated to the universities 
and colleges in February. Institutions' assessments and awards are based on the 
individual circumstances involved, however the eligible scenarios can include costs 
associated with travel to / from Scotland if a) their travel is essential and in line with 
current travel restrictions/ exemptions; and b) they are in financial hardship and can 
demonstrate this through the institution's hardship assessment process. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that students can access the Higher 
Education (HE) Coronavirus Discretionary Fund, and whether it will continue 
payments after 31 March 2020. 
 

S5W-35540  
 
Richard Lochhead: The £22 million HE Coronavirus Discretionary Fund was issued 
to colleges and universities in February 2021. These funds are available to all 
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students studying a course of Higher Education who are facing financial hardship 
including EU/ international students and nursing and midwifery students. 
 
Colleges and universities can continue to use up to £5.9 million of these funds 
through to the end of the 2020-21 Academic Year, being 31 July 2021. 
 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking to ensure that the money allocated to the Higher 
Education (HE) Coronavirus Discretionary Fund is used to support students 
experiencing hardship. 
 

S5W-35541 

Richard Lochhead: Guidance has been issued to colleges and universities to 
support the administration of the £22 million HE Coronavirus Discretionary Fund. 
This document complements the main Discretionary Fund guidance which is 
produced and provided each year by the Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS). 
A copy of the Coronavirus Discretionary Fund guidance can be found at: 
https://www.saas.gov.uk/files/499/saas-coronavirus-discretionary-fund.pdf 

 
In addition, information on Discretionary Funds is available through the Student 
Information Scotland (www.studentinformation.gov.scot) and SAAS 
(www.saas.gov.uk) websites respectively.  
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on introducing COVID-19 lateral flow device 
testing for the crews of Marine Scotland vessels. 
 

S5W-35771  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: Marine Scotland are committed to providing a COVID 19 
secure environment for all staff including those working on board vessels at sea. 
Strict control measures are in place to help ensure that staff are protected when on 
board. 
 
Marine Scotland continue to actively explore what further mitigations could be added 
to these controls measures to continue to protect all staff. The suitability of additional 
COVID 19 testing for staff form part of these ongoing discussions. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 
 
Rachael Hamilton (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an 
update on whether it plans to introduce so-called vaccination passports in Scotland. 
 

S5W-35669  
 

https://www.saas.gov.uk/files/499/saas-coronavirus-discretionary-fund.pdf
http://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/
http://www.saas.gov.uk/
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Jeane Freeman: It is too soon to introduce any form of certification. We need to 
know more about the efficacy of the vaccines, their impact on transmission and the 
length of immunity before it would be safe to introduce a vaccine certificate. 
 
We continue to engage in national and international developments in relation to 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), including on the issue of vaccine certification. These 
discussions are led by the World Health Organisation and include consideration of 
technical details, ethical and equality issues, and privacy standards. The outcome of 
those discussions will guide our work in this area. 
 
 
Liam Kerr (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what its position is on whether the enhanced cleaning 
of communal areas of privately-owned residential blocks is essential during the 
current COVID-19 lockdown, and whether commercial cleaning firms can continue to 
carry out this work. 
 

S5W-35689 

Jeane Freeman: Regular cleaning of frequently touched surfaces (such as door 
handles, bannisters, keypads, buttons) that can be found in communal areas of 
residential blocks can help reduce the risk of transmission of the coronavirus. 
 
It is recommended that anything that is frequently touched, or touched by many 
people will need more cleaning than normal. That is why the cleaning of communal 
areas is an important aspect in trying to supress the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Keeping common areas clean is part of the owners’ maintenance obligations, and for 
those in private owned residential blocks it would be for the owners, occupiers and 
landlords to determine any cleaning regime. Cleaning practices should be reviewed 
regularly. If a property factor or commercial cleaning firm is providing this service to 
homeowners, they must ensure that the safety of their workforce, occupants and the 
public in general is considered as a priority. 
 
To support this endeavour, we have published guidance on cleaning and hygiene 
advice for multi-storey and high density flats. This can be found at Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): cleaning and hygiene advice for multi-storeys and high-density flats - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether social housing staff will be considered as a priority group for the COVID-19 
vaccine, given their frequent interaction with older and vulnerable people. 
 

S5W-35697  
 
Jeane Freeman: Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other 
than frontline health and social care workers. Individual social housing workers will 
be called forward for vaccination according to their position on the prioritisation list, if 
they are eligible. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing-and-hygiene-advice-for-multi-storeys-and-high-density-flats/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing-and-hygiene-advice-for-multi-storeys-and-high-density-flats/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing-and-hygiene-advice-for-multi-storeys-and-high-density-flats/
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Fulton MacGregor (Coatbridge and Chryston) (Scottish National Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on plans to offer COVID-
19 vaccines to those working at testing centres. 
 

S5W-35723  
 
Jeane Freeman: Staff at symptomatic test sites are now included as part of Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation’s (JCVI) cohort 2. Scottish Government 
officials will provide health boards of a list of workers in their area, and once received 
boards should contact these workers to invite them to be vaccinated. Boards should 
ensure that appointments for these workers are scheduled immediately and given 
priority over later priority. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on designating foster carers as a priority group for 
COVID-19 vaccinations, in light of their role in safeguarding the welfare of vulnerable 
children. 
 

S5W-35655  
 
Jeane Freeman: All of our decisions in response to COVID-19 have been guided by 
the latest evidence and advice from the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies, 
Health Protection Scotland, our Chief Medical Officer, and the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). The JCVI advises all UK Health Departments 
on immunisation, including the efficacy and safety of vaccines. 
 
Senior clinicians do not support the prioritisation of foster carers in cohort 2 as the 
JCVI prioritisation list is based on the objective of the COVID-19 immunisation 
programme being to protect those who are at highest risk from serious illness or 
death. Currently prioritisation for staff is based primarily on the vulnerability of the 
group that a carer is working with rather than their own role, and children and young 
people are not deemed to be high-risk.  
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it has given to offering 
the COVID-19 vaccine to students who will be 17 years old when they start university 
in September 2021. 
 

S5W-35732  
 
Jeane Freeman: Our work is led by JCVI and delivery is dependent on supply. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what evidence of having received a COVID-19 
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vaccination will be provided to people for the purpose of providing proof, if requested 
to do so. 
 

S5W-35745  
 
Jeane Freeman: All vaccinations are held on an individual’s medical records. Upon 
receiving the first vaccination, patients will also be given a reminder leaflet which will 
be issued with the date of their follow up appointment to receive their second dose. 
 
A vaccination certificate could play a valuable role but there are various issues to 
work through, not least the significant equalities issues with allowing freedoms only 
to those vaccinated. Work, on a 4 nations basis, has started to scope and develop a 
technical solution to allow secure, authenticated access to Covid vaccination status. 
 
This is to ensure technology is not the limiting factor should the work underway 
indicate it would be appropriate to introduce certification at the right time. 
 
Due to the nature of this piece of work and the stage that we are at in discussions, it 
is difficult to determine the number of staff partly or fully involved in discussions. We 
can however confirm that a small number of staff in Scottish Government teams 
including; Covid Ready Society, Vaccinations, Community Surveillance, Scottish 
Government Legal Department, and several teams across Scottish Government that 
manage issues relating to the digital environment, have provided input in the work 
already undertaken. 
 
We continue to engage in international developments in relation to COVID-19, 
including on the issue of vaccine certification. These discussions are led by the 
World Health Organisation. 
 
We will continue to keep vaccine certification under review as further evidence 
around vaccines and immunity emerges. 
 
Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how it ensures that public health information about COVID-19 is (a) 
available in languages other than English and (b) accessible via internet search 
engines when searches are made in languages other than English. 
 

S5W-35752  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government works closely with NHS 24, Public 
Health Scotland and third sector partners to ensure key public health information on 
COVID-19 is available in multiple languages and accessible formats via the NHS 
Inform website, which is Scotland’s central repository for public health information. 
 
Key COVID content is available in 14 different languages and formats via the NHS 
Inform website. 
 
In addition, the NHS Inform COVID helpline provides interpreter services to support 
conversations with people whose first language is not English. The NHS Inform 
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website utilises metadata associated with all alternative language formats, which 
aids searching for content in these languages. 
 
The COVID-19 National Door Drops that have been sent to all homes in Scotland for 
Covid-19, Test and Protect and COVID-19 Vaccines were produced in multiple 
languages and accessible formats. These additional formats were made available on 
gov.scot and NHS Inform. 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what steps are being taken to provide COVID-19 
vaccinations to classroom learning assistants who work in close contact with pupils 
where social distancing is not possible. 
 

S5W-35757  
 
Jeane Freeman: The JCVI list now includes staff directly involved in the direct care 
of children and young people with the most complex additional healthcare needs 
who are clinically vulnerable to severe effects of COVID. They may be at higher risk 
of exposure due to their close contact with those providing health and social care 
support, particularly those with severe neuro-disabilities. They will be eligible under 
category 2 of the JCVI list. This includes staff working in special schools and units, 
and in some cases in mainstream schools. Staff supporting these children will 
undertake roles which will align to the multi-agency educational and care plans for 
these children who are the most clinically vulnerable. 
 
Currently there is no sectoral prioritisation of any workers other than frontline health 
and social care workers. Individual classroom learning assistants will be called 
forward for vaccination according to their position on the prioritisation list, if they are 
eligible. 
 
For example, many teaching assistants may be eligible as individuals aged 16 years 
to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of serious 
disease and mortality. Supplies permitting, we aim to have offered a first dose to all 
those on the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation prioritisation list by 
mid-April, and the entire adult population shortly after. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether the partners of people who are shielding, and who have received a COVID-
19 vaccine, will also receive a vaccine as a priority. 
 

S5W-35818  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
Additionally the committee considers frontline health and social care workers who 
provide direct care to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
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The JCVI priority lists represents 99% of the preventable mortality from COVID-19 in 
Scotland and throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme we will be 
guided by the clinical expertise of the JCVI, the MHRA, and our own senior clinical 
advisers. 
 
Partners of people who are shielding will not be offered a vaccine as one of the 
phase 1 priority groups unless the partner is identified or identifies themselves as an 
unpaid carer, or is aged 50 or over. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when special clinics for administering COVID-19 vaccines to those with known 
allergies will be operational, and (a) how and (b) by whom patients will be invited to 
attend such clinics. 
 

S5W-35824 

Jeane Freeman: Vaccinations are taking place differently across Scotland to reflect 
the needs of local communities. NHS Scotland Heath Boards are responsible for the 
local delivery of the COVID-19 vaccine. As such, Health Boards are responsible for 
making decisions regarding local delivery in line with the Joint Committee for 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) guidance. This includes how to deliver 
vaccines to their those with known allergies. 
 
Information for those with known allergies is available in the green book. 
 
The Coronavirus Vaccination Helpline can be called on: 0800 0308013 (available 
8am to 8pm, 7 days a week) for advice relating to receiving vaccinations in individual 
health boards.  
 
Further general information about the coronavirus vaccine and its delivery is also 
available at NHS Inform. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to introduce a national 
register of people with long-COVID symptoms. 
 

S5W-35653  
 
Jeane Freeman: At present there are no plans to establish a national register of 
people experiencing symptoms of Long COVID.  
 
The UK wide Office for National Statistics (ONS) COVID-19 Infection Survey has 
however recently introduced a question on whether people are experiencing 
symptoms for more than four weeks after having COVID-19, that are not explained 
by an alternative diagnosis. This data will allow for future analysis of Long COVID in 
the community population in Scotland. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
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Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, in light of them being prioritised in England, for what 
reason it has not prioritised psychotherapists for COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 

S5W-35576  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
Additionally the committee considers frontline health and social care workers who 
provide direct care to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
The JCVI priority lists represents 99% of the preventable mortality from COVID-19 
and throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme we will be guided by the 
clinical expertise of the JCVI, the MHRA, and our own senior clinical advisers. 
 
 
James Kelly (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to target COVID-19 vaccinations in deprived areas following the 
completion of vaccination roll-out for medically-vulnerable groups. 
 

S5W-35594  
 
Jeane Freeman: The JCVI group has considered evidence and all factors including 
age, ethnicity, occupation and additional vulnerabilities and concluded that rapid 
vaccine deployment is the most important means to maximise public health benefits 
against severe outcomes from COVID-19.  
 
The JCVI also recommends a particular focus through communications and outreach 
on promoting uptake of the vaccination in Phase 2 by men, those who are in 
particular minority ethnic communities, those who are obese/morbidly obese, and 
those experiencing socio-economic deprivation. 
 
The Scottish Government is working with faith based, third sector and community 
groups to reach out to more people from deprived communities to increase the 
vaccine uptake.  
 
Details of this work will be provided to members shortly. 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what analysis it has undertaken of data on deaths from COVID-19 to assess how 
many of the people who died were disabled, and whether it will publish any figures it 
has on this matter. 
 

S5W-35609  
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Jeane Freeman: It is important that people can access COVID-19 data by equality 
characteristics, and the Scottish Government aims to make data open and 
accessible wherever possible.  
 
The Scottish Government receives daily figures for all deaths within 28 days of a first 
positive COVID-19 test from Health Protection Scotland (HPS) and weekly figures for 
deaths registered where COVID-19 was mentioned on the death certificate from 
National Records of Scotland (NRS). NRS also publish a more comprehensive report 
on deaths from COVID-19 every month with additional analysis including 
breakdowns by age, sex, deprivation, and pre-existing medical conditions. While this 
does not include analysis on how many of the people who died from COVID-19 were 
disabled, the Scottish Government has been advised by NRS that this is currently 
being undertaken and is planned to be published in the next few weeks. 
 
The figures and analysis presented by the Scottish Government and partner 
organisations continue to evolve over time to ensure the most relevant information is 
included and the needs of stakeholders are met. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what analysis it has undertaken of the experience of Victoria in 
Australia in tackling COVID-19 to a point where no new cases were being reported 
and restrictions could be lifted. 
 

S5W-35617  
 
Jeane Freeman: The circumstances and progress of the epidemic varies between 
countries and countries adapt their response to suit their particular requirements. We 
look at a wide range of data from countries across the world, as we develop the 
approach to dealing with the pandemic that best meets Scotland’s circumstances.  
 
The Scottish Government’s Strategic Framework sets out our approach to tackling 
the virus. Originally published in October 2020, we have updated the Framework to 
take account of developments in both how the virus has been spreading through new 
variants as well as the success so far of the vaccination programme. You can read it 
here: Coronavirus (COVID-19): Strategic Framework update - February 2021 - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
 
Our aim remains to Suppress the virus to the lowest possible level and keep it there, 
while we strive to return to a more normal life for as many people as possible. The 
Framework sets out in detail how we will gradually emerge from the current 
lockdown restrictions.  
 
We will use all the tools now at our disposal to restore greater normality. This doesn’t 
mean just the vaccine programme but restrictions where appropriate, the test and 
protect programme, further support for individuals and businesses with adherence to 
the measures in place, and continued strong and clear advice and guidance on how 
we should all behave. 
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The protective measures announced on 5 January have been effective but we must 
be cautious in our approach to avoid another rapid rise in cases. A gradual approach 
to easing restrictions will allow us to monitor the situation and take further 
preventative action if required.  
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when prison officers will be offered the COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-35620  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government follows the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) Guidance in the planning of vaccine delivery. 
This evidence based guidance advises that the single greatest risk of mortality from 
COVID-19 is increasing age, and that the risk increases exponentially with age. 
Additionally the committee considers frontline health and social care workers who 
provide direct care to vulnerable people a high priority for vaccination. 
 
The JCVI priority lists represents 99% of the preventable mortality from COVID-19 
and throughout the delivery of the vaccination programme we will be guided by the 
clinical expertise of the JCVI, the MHRA, and our own senior clinical advisers. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will permit the use of transparent 
face coverings, in line with other parts of the UK, and, if so, by what date. 
 

S5W-35621  
 
Jeane Freeman: The Scottish Government is aware that there are additional 
challenges for deaf people or those who rely on lip reading and facial expressions 
when communicating with others who are wearing face coverings.  
 
We actively encourage the use of transparent face coverings in the community and 
recognise their important role in facilitating lip reading for deaf people and those who 
rely on lip reading to communicate. 
 
In order to support deaf people and those who rely on lip reading and facial 
expressions, there is an exemption within the regulations which permits someone to 
temporarily remove their face covering in order to communicate. 
 
Guidance on face coverings can be found on the Scottish Government website. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government which COVID-19 vaccine priority group 
people with non-severe asthma are in, and when they will be offered the vaccine. 
 

S5W-35567  
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Justice and the Law Officers 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what steps are being taken by Police Scotland to ensure that all COVID-19 travel 
restrictions are followed, particularly as the weather begins to improve. 
 

S5W-35657  
 
Humza Yousaf: Enforcement of the Coronavirus Regulations, including the travel 
restrictions, is an operational matter for the Chief Constable of Police Scotland. 
 
Police Scotland fully recognise the impact the restrictions have on people’s lives. 
Their approach throughout the pandemic has not changed. Officers will continue to 
support people to follow the Regulations and encourage them to take personal 
responsibility for their actions using a 4Es approach of Engage, Explain, Encourage 
and Enforce. 
 
Police Scotland have advised that they have increased patrols in Scotland’s 
communities and on our roads network to provide greater potential for officers to 
explain the regulations and to encourage people to do the right thing. Where officers 
encounter wilful breaches, they will act decisively to enforce the law.  
 
Police Scotland have also advised that they will continue to deal with clear breaches 
in international travel regulations in line with the 4Es approach and appropriate 
operating procedures have been put in place to ensure any such breaches can be 
effectively enforced. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on progress with the Managed Isolation Welfare 
Fund. 
 

S5W-35642  
 
Michael Matheson: The Scottish Government is seeking to waive managed 
isolation fees for those on qualifying benefits, those facing hardship who are not on 
qualifying benefits but are unable to pay, and those on family reunion visas arriving 
to join a person with refugee status already in Scotland. However, changes need to 
be made to the UK Government systems in order for fee waiver to be possible. We 
are working urgently with the UK Government so that those required changes can be 
made. 
 
Separately, the Coronavirus Discretionary Fund recently provided to Scottish 
universities and colleges can be used to support international students and students 
returning to Scotland at the end of exchange programmes, such as Erasmus, who 
can demonstrate the charge would cause them financial hardship. 
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Liam McArthur (Orkney Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether consideration is being given to allowing personnel who 
are on rotation from working offshore and are travelling back from overseas, to self-
isolate at home rather than in a hotel. 
 

S5W-35713  
 
Michael Matheson: Changes were made to the sectoral exemption for oil and gas 
workers under the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) 
Regulations, so that workers returning from an installation in the North Sea who have 
transited via a non-acute risk country or territory (but have not entered that country 
or territory) are not required to stay in managed accommodation but are required to 
stay in specified premises (such as their own home). This came into effect at 4am on 
25 February. A meeting with OGUK is taking place on 11 March to discuss any 
further concerns. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 

 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

