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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Wednesday 17 March 2021 
 
Portfolio Questions relating to COVID-19 on 17 March are included at page 5. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 17 March) 
 
 

Ministerial Portfolio: Education and Skills 
 

 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government, in light of schools not re-opening on a full-time basis 
until after the Easter holidays, how teachers will be able to gather sufficient evidence 
to produce estimated grades by the deadline in June 2021. 
 

S5W-35820 
 

John Swinney: The priority at this time should be on learning and teaching to ensure 
that learners consolidate their learning and have sufficient course coverage prior to 
assessment. 
 
On 16 February, the National Qualifications 2021 Group issued an update to the 
Alternative Certification Model providing clarity on the assessment approach to be 
adopted this year. The revised model included a further extension to the submission 
date for provisional results to 25 June to provide more time for learning and teaching 
and gathering of evidence. 
 
SQA has reduced the evidence requirements for each National Course to the minimum 
to preserve the validity and public confidence in the qualifications. In addition, SQA 
published 116 subject-specific guidance documents across National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher courses to support teachers and lecturers in gathering key 
assessment evidence as the basis for provisional results. Teachers will be using a 
holistic approach and a range of evidence to determine the provisional results. They 
also have the flexibility to assess learners at times and in ways that are appropriate to 
their needs. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Finance 
 

Beatrice Wishart (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the 
Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33874 by Fiona Hyslop 
on 16 December 2020, what analysis it has carried out of the impact of the tourism 
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restrictions on cattery and kennel businesses and, in light of this, whether it plans to 
reconsider the COVID-19-related support that is available to them. 
 

S5W-35747 
 

Kate Forbes: We recognise the financial pressures that COVID-19 is placing on 
cattery and kennel businesses. Limits on the amount of funding made available to the 
Scottish Government to provide financial support to businesses means that we are 
simply unable to establish funds for every sector impacted. We have, however 
significantly increased the funding for the Local Authority Discretionary Fund from £30 
million to £120 million, therefore enabling local authorities to have even greater 
flexibility to direct funding towards those businesses unable to access other sources 
of financial support. I would encourage kennels and catteries to seek support through 
this route. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport  
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government on how many occasions the COVID-19 
Vaccination Helpline has been unable to reschedule appointments due to faults with 
the booking system, and over which dates these faults occurred. 
 

S5W-35162 
 

Mairi Gougeon: There have not been incidences of faults with the booking system. 
 
There are times when there may not be many appointments to choose from and on 
one occasion NHS Lanarkshire had assumed that same day appointments could be 
offered, which was not supported by the system at the time. The only time 
appointments can’t be re-scheduled is when there is no available capacity at the 
vaccination clinics. The system works on having available appointment slots which are 
set up by Health Boards. A slot can be booked numerous times if the clinic has several 
vaccinators working at the same time. 
 
We have seen several occasions where all slots are full with appointments and we 
then work with Health Boards to support them in opening other clinics or adding 
additional vaccinators to create more capacity. We do not allow overbooking. 
 
For the weekly period of 1 March to 7 March there were a total of 63,764 calls 173 of 
which were abandoned. This equates to 99.72% of calls being answered. 
 
We have also trained an additional 600 staff, of which 320 are on shift at some point 
each day. 
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Wait times are being monitored, The average call wait time for the period 1 March to 
7 of Match were 6 seconds for the rebooking line and 1 second for the priority/general 
enquiry line. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government when day centres that allow unpaid carers to get respite will 
be able to reopen under its revised COVID-19 Strategic Framework. 
 

S5W-35606 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport wrote to the health and 
social care sector on 15 January to confirm that adult day centres can continue to 
operate in Covid protection level 4 areas during the current lockdown, where they are 
essential for people’s wellbeing - i.e. where participants’ or carers’ health (including 
their mental health) and wellbeing would be significantly impacted by non-attendance. 
The letter is published on the Scottish Government website at: 
www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-day-services-for-adults---letter-
from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport---15-january-2021/ 
 
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) Strategic Framework published on 23 February confirms 
the intention to move back to a geographically differentiated protections levels 
approach, Ministers stated their expectation this would be from 26 April (assuming 
data allows it). Under protection levels 0-3, adult day centres can operate in line with 
the guidance on adult social care building-based day service. This guidance can be 
found on the Scottish Government website at: www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-
covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-care-building-based-day-services/ 
 
Our guidance and communications emphasises, while day service capacity is 
reduced, the importance of prioritising supported people and their unpaid carers who 
are most in need of support at this time, taking into consideration the level of risk for 
each individual. It also emphasises the importance of alternative provision for those 
who are unable to access support immediately, and of supported people and their 
unpaid carers being fully involved in these conversations and decision-making. 
 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will fast track second vaccine doses for people with cancer, 
following research by King's College London and the Francis Crick Institute suggesting 
that people with solid-cancers, and particularly people with blood cancer, have 
antibodies significantly lower than non-cancer patients three weeks after the first dose 
and that waiting 12 weeks could leave these people at a higher risk of infection. 
 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-day-services-for-adults---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport---15-january-2021/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-day-services-for-adults---letter-from-the-cabinet-secretary-for-health-and-sport---15-january-2021/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-care-building-based-day-services/
http://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-adult-social-care-building-based-day-services/
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S5W-36162 
 

Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government follows the advice of the Joint committee 
for Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) as they continue to monitor all aspects of 
data and evidence of vaccine effect in different groups, and have considered this data 
in people with cancer. At this time, the JCVI have not recommended any change in 
the approach to vaccination of this group. We are continuing to monitor evidence and 
will adapt their advice only if this becomes necessary. The CMO letter published on 9 
March advises that clinicians may propose a shorter schedule if they think it’s needed 
in individual cases. 
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Portfolio Questions selected for answer on 17 March 2021 
 
Justice and the Law Officers 
 
2. Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government what discussions the justice 
secretary has had with ministerial colleagues regarding offering routine COVID-19 
testing to police officers. ( S5O-05115 ) 
 
7. Alasdair Allan: To ask the Scottish Government what preparations Police 
Scotland is making for the reintroduction of COVID-19 local restriction levels. ( S5O-
05120 ) 
 
8. Shona Robison: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support it has 
provided to support efforts to reduce reoffending in Dundee and ensure continuity in 
delivering a fair and balanced approach to youth justice, in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic. ( S5O-05121 ) 
 
Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05115
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05120
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05120
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5O-05121
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13208&i=119571
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

