
1 
 

 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Monday 11 January 2021 
 
Written questions lodged on 11 January can be found on pages 12 to 14 of this 
document. 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 11 January) 
 

Government Initiated Question 
 

Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what the outcome is of its latest review into border health 
measures, and whether there will be any changes to the regulations. 
 

S5W-34473  
 
Michael Matheson: We have reviewed the border health measures closely over the 
last 28 days and have assessed that there continues to be a requirement for the 
regulations to remain in place to reduce the risk of imported transmission and 
safeguard public health in Scotland. The regulations continue to be an important and 
proportionate part of the Scottish Government response to managing the pandemic. 
We continue to keep country and sectoral exemptions under review and where there 
is clear evidence we will not hesitate to make changes to the regulations. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Culture 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how it will ensure that people who might not be included in official unemployment 
figures, including recent graduates, receive support during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34284 

Jamie Hepburn: The Scottish Government is ensuring that a wide range of 
employability support is available to all those who need it during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  
 
The No-One Left Behind approach ensures that quality support based on individual 
need continues to be available across Scotland during this very challenging period. 
We are building on the £33 million already invested by the Scottish Government to 
support existing employability support services, including Community Jobs Scotland, 
Employability Fund and Fair Start Scotland, by investing a further £100 million to 
tackle unemployment and address retraining needs. This includes £60 million to 
support the new Young Person's Guarantee (YPG). The YPG aims to ensure every 
young person in Scotland, aged between 16 and 24 years, has the opportunity, 
based on their own personal circumstances and ambitions, of going to university or 
college, joining an apprenticeship programme, undertaking training or fair 
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employment including work experience, or participating in a formal volunteering 
programme. 
 
Under the Young Person's Guarantee, £30 million is being provided to Local 
Authorities to deliver enhanced employability support locally to young people across 
Scotland, ensuring one-to-one flexible support and training is available that will help 
young people to improve their future employability prospects. A significant part of the 
YPG funding will be for 'in-work' training, supporting SMEs and third sector 
employers to create more jobs, including pathways to apprenticeships. Other 
priorities include providing mental health support for young people and improving the 
availability of formal volunteering opportunities. 
 
The National Transition Training Fund will support those aged 25 or over whose jobs 
are at risk as a result of the pandemic or have been made redundant, to access 
retraining. The first strand of the Fund, managed by Skills Development Scotland, 
was launched on 8 October. Individual Training Accounts (ITA), offer up to £200 to 
people of all ages who are unemployed or earn less than £22,000 who wish to 
upskill. ITAs reopened on 1 July this year and remain open to applications. 
 
We will continue to provide support for individuals affected by redundancy through 
our Partnership Action for Continuing Employment, PACE initiative. Through 
providing skills development and employability support, PACE aims to minimise the 
time individuals affected by redundancy are out of work. As announced in 
Programme for Government, we are investing an additional £5 million to scale up 
and enhance our support for those made redundant. 
 
We have also provided additional funding of £2.35 million for our Parental 
Employability Support Fund which will provide intensive employability support for 
those most at risk of poverty, including disabled, young and minority ethnic parents 
to help them access or progress in work. This brings in year investment to £7.35 
million. 
 
All individuals can access careers information and guidance support from Skills 
Development Scotland through Scotland’s careers website: My World of Work, and a 
dedicated helpline: 0800 917 8000. Skills Development Scotland has also set up a 
dedicated Employment Online resource for advice on redundancy, employment, 
online learning, immediately available jobs, and wider support services: link 
 
In terms of support specifically for graduates, Scottish Government is working with 
organisations in the FE and HE sector, including the Scottish Funding Council (SFC), 
Colleges Scotland and Universities Scotland on how to support increased graduate 
recruitment, internships and upskilling, by building on previous graduate 
employability models such as ‘Adopt-an-Intern’ and ‘Scotgrad’. Graduates can also 
access a range of services through their university Careers Office, with most 
universities providing support to graduates for at least a year following graduation. 
The October issue of the AGCAS journal, Phoenix, also provides some important 
advice for students and graduates and can be accessed via the following link: 
Responding to Covid-19 
 
 

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/employment-and-redundancy-advice/
https://issuu.com/agcas_00/docs/phoenix_issue_161_october_2020/?ff
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Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what specific action it is taking to support travel agents 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34127  
 
Jamie Hepburn: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-34128 on  
11 January 2021. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how much of the £185 million recently announced for 
struggling businesses is being allocated to the travel agent industry. 
 

S5W-34128  
 
Jamie Hepburn: We recognise that travel agents have been severely hit by the 
Covid pandemic and it is vital that we support them through the crisis. £5.1 million of 
the £185 million fund will be made available to travel agents. This covers agencies, 
limited companies and sole traders that sell outbound travel services to customers 
for business and/or leisure purposes. Local authorities will contact those businesses 
which are eligible for the support.  
 
In addition, the Job Retention Scheme and Self Employed Income Support Scheme 
are essential to protect jobs and livelihoods across all sectors in Scotland. We have 
repeatedly called on the UK Government to ensure this support will continue to be 
available to businesses and workers for as long as is required. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether any loan offered to Business Stream by Scottish Water to assist it to trade 
as a result of lost business from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, constitutes a 
State Aid or could otherwise be regarded as an anti-competitive practice by a state-
owned company, with a monopoly, operating in a competitive market. 
 

S5W-34115  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: Independent expert legal advice was received confirming 
that the proposed funding facility to Business Stream complies with relevant legal 
and regulatory duties, including applicable EU State aid and EU/UK competition 
laws. Any funding facility is consistent with the Market Economy Investor Principle 
(“MEIP”) test. 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
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Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will publish the terms of any loan and repayment requirements given to 
Business Stream by its parent company, Scottish Water, in respect of support 
through difficult trading arrangements arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

S5W-34116  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: Any loan provided to Business Stream will be made by 
Scottish Water Business Stream Holdings (SWBSH) on arms-length commercial 
terms, consistent with the Market Economy Investor Principle (“MEIP”) test, based 
on independent expert advice and benchmarking. The key terms of the loan facility 
are: 
• New funding of £59m - £10m of equity, first tranche £24m debt, and second 
tranche £25m debt. 
• The first tranche debt will attract an interest cost of SONIA (Sterling Overnight 
Index Average) +3% 
• The second tranche debt will attract an interest cost of SONIA +9% 
• First tranche debt would be provided before second tranche debt. 
• All debt is to be repaid within 5 years. The debt is secured by a floating 
charge over the assets of Business Stream, granted in favour of the lender. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the publication of the final determination of charges by the Water Industry 
Commission, whether it can confirm that the water charge cap envisaged will need to 
rise by more than 2% annually above the rate of inflation if any flexibility in charges 
to reflect the economic circumstances on customers of the COVID-19 pandemic are 
utilised in 2021-22 and any subsequent years. 
 

S5W-34087  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Water Industry Commission for 
Scotland, and I have asked them to respond directly in writing to your question. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
how much Scottish Water, as the owners of Business Stream, has had to make 
available to it to meet trading challenges during the pandemic; under what terms, 
and whether any assistance with liquidity is in respect of Business Stream’s trading 
activities in England. 
 

S5W-34091  
 
Roseanna Cunningham: No funding has been made available to date. No funding 
is expected to be required during 2020-21. The funding arrangements have been put 
in place based on forecasts of the potential future impact of Covid-19 on Business 
Stream’s financial situation. 
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-33545 by Clare Haughey on 7 
December 2020, by what date it expects the data to be (a) finalised, (b) validated 
and (c) peer-reviewed. 
 

S5W-34303  
 
Clare Haughey: A study by the Scottish Learning Disabilities Observatory is 
underway to investigate death rates from COVID-19 for the population with learning 
disabilities in Scotland compared with a 5% sample of the general population. This 
study will provide robust evidence on the rate of deaths from COVID-19 in the 
learning disabilities population compared with the general population. 
 
Data from Scotland’s Census 2011 was linked to death registrations and other health 
data by Public Health Scotland and recently made available to researchers in the 
Observatory via the National Safe Haven.  
 
The first stage of analysis has been completed and submitted to eDRIS for statistical 
disclosure. Data will be compiled into a final report which will be available to Scottish 
Government as a preprint before the end of January 2021, subject to release of data 
from the NHS Safe Haven. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
33586 by Joe FitzPatrick on 7 December 2020, whether it will provide the information 
that was requested regarding how many people who have died as a result of COVID-
19 since 1 September 2020 had a post mortem. 
 

S5W-34097  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government does not hold this information.  
 
Authorised post-mortem examinations are undertaken for deaths in hospitals by NHS 
Boards, where the cause of death is unknown, to establish the medical cause of 
death. Requests for information on hospital post-mortems should be made to NHS 
Boards.  
 
Post mortems are also undertaken under the direction of the Procurator Fiscal (PF) 
for relevant cases as part of the investigation into death. This is a matter for the Lord 
Advocate. Requests for information on PF post-mortems should be made to the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) 
 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-19 cases have been identified using 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing. 
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S5W-34119  

 
Mairi Gougeon: Statistics for the numbers of people who have tested positive since 
the start of the outbreak to date, are published here: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/ 
 
All cases reported in published statistics were identified using polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) testing. 
 
 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether outdoor exercise classes are included in the 
COVID-19 travel exemption that allows people to travel up to five miles outside their 
local area to carry out informal outdoor exercise. 
 

S5W-33965  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The exemption to travel up to 5 miles from the boundary of a level 3 
or 4 area under the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) 
(Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020, relates to informal exercise such as 
walking, cycling, golf, or running, following the rules around meeting other 
households. In level 4 areas up to 2 people from 2 separate households can meet 
outdoors for informal sport or exercise (children under 12 do not count towards 
households or numbers when meeting outside). Informal exercise refers to exercise 
that is not organised and therefore does not include club activity or exercise classes.  
 
There is also an exemption provided for those under 18 to travel for organised 
activities and sport, which includes exercise classes, from level 3 local authorities 
areas (but not level 4). 
 
 
Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether home care workers receive regular COVID-19 testing and, if 
not, for what reasons. 
 

S5W-34002  
 
Mairi Gougeon: On 25 November the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport set 
out to parliament our plans for expansion of routine asymptomatic testing for home 
care workers (including those who work in housing support). 
 
In line with clinical and public health priorities identified through the review of the 
Scottish Government’s testing strategy, we will extend our testing programme to 
care-at-home staff. 
 
This is a large workforce (over 80,000), who do a most critical job in supporting and 
caring for people so that they can continue to live as independently as possible in 
their own home. By the nature of their role, such staff tend to highly mobile with no 
fixed base hence the logistics of delivering testing are being carefully planned with 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
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input from the sector. A phased approach will start in mid-January, in the local 
authority areas with the highest virus prevalence.  
 
 
Maurice Golden (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government whether it will review its decision that football clubs 
in local authority areas that are subject to Level 2 restrictions and above are not 
permitted to allow fans into their grounds. 
 

S5W-34012  
 
Mairi Gougeon: With the increase of transmissions in Scotland and the new strain, 
there are no current plans to review this decision. We keep the content of the 
Strategic Framework under regular review. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the £20 million loan funding for Scottish Premiership football 
clubs will be made available, and what the process will be for eligible clubs to apply. 
 

S5W-34075  
 
Mairi Gougeon: Discussions are ongoing with the Scottish FA and directly with 
Premiership clubs in relation to the terms of the loans, which we hope will be made 
available to clubs shortly. We anticipate an equal share of the loan allocation to be 
made available to each club. 
 
 
David Stewart (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government when the £10 million in grants for football clubs in leagues outwith the 
Scottish Premiership will be made available; how this will be split between leagues, 
and what the process will be for eligible clubs to apply. 
 

S5W-34076  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The distribution mechanism was agreed with the Scottish FA and 
the £10m grant funding was provided to Scottish FA on 29 December for 
dissemination to all levels of the football pyramid below the Scottish Premiership. 
 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what plans are in place for a COVID-19 
vaccine to be administered to care home residents. 
 

S5W-33816  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The vaccination of care home residents commenced on the  
14 December 2020. 
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Richard Leonard (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether pharmacists and their support teams will be offered weekly 
COVID-19 tests. 
 

S5W-33847  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government announced on 25 November Scotland's 
updated approach to testing for frontline healthcare workers in a patient facing role, 
with priority for those who will be going into care homes, including members of the 
community pharmacy team. Expansion of testing to primary care workforce and our 
testing approach is being developed early in the new year. 
 
 
Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the findings of its report on Exercise Iris, whether Health 
Protection Scotland considered the feasibility of community testing and, if so, what 
(a) the outcome was and (b) action has been taken to address the issues raised. 
 

S5W-33963  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The High Consequence Infectious Disease sub group of the 
Scottish Health Protection Network, which was set up in September 2018 to 
specifically look at preparedness for managing HCIDs, has identified work to develop 
clinical pathways for the safe management of HCIDs in Scotland as a priority. This 
work will include consideration of community sampling for HCIDs. The work of the 
group has been paused due to current circumstances surrounding Covid-19 but will 
be resumed when practicable, to ensure readiness to deal with the impact of HCIDs. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how much additional funding care homes 
will receive to support them with plans for expanding COVID-19 testing for care 
home visitors, following the announcement on 25 November 2020 that testing for 
visitors will be introduced from 7 December, with a full roll-out planned for January 
2021. 
 

S5W-33790  
 
Mairi Gougeon: The Scottish Government will provide the necessary funding across 
health and care services to recognise the additional costs of responding to COVID-
19, to support remobilisation of services, and to ensure that patient and staff safety 
remains the top priority at all times. 
 
We have extending asymptomatic testing for designated visitors as an added 
measure alongside PPE and Infection Prevention Control. We are distributing testing 
kits, and associated training, to all care homes across Scotland. 
 
In addition, we have allocated a total of £150 million this year to support care homes 
with the additional requirements of PPE, testing and safety reporting.  
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Our Winter Plan recognises that to ensure winter preparedness this year, that 
additional resources will be required and the Plan is being supported by further 
funding of up to £112 million. We are working with COSLA, and wider partners, 
immediately on effective allocation of this funding through mechanisms that promote 
additionality of services and value for money. 
 
 
Neil Bibby (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
(a) how many and (b) what proportion of people from the Pakistani community have 
been tested for COVID-19 in each month since March 2020, also broken down by 
how many have (i) tested positive, (ii) been admitted to hospital and (iii) died 
because of the condition, and how this compares with (A) other BAME groups and 
(B) the overall population. 
 

S5W-33876 

Mairi Gougeon: Public Health Scotland first published an analysis of the variation in 
outcomes by ethnic group among those tested positive for COVID-19 on 20 May. 
Updates using more complete data on ethnicity were published on 15 July, 12 
August and 2 December. The analysis focussed on the risk of a more serious 
outcome due to COVID-19, requiring hospitalisation, admission to a critical care unit 
care or dying. 
 
The ethnicity analysis in the PHS reports does not include specific information on 
testing or deaths as this information is not held centrally. The latest report re-
enforced earlier findings, that there was evidence of increased risks of serious illness 
due to COVID-19 in those of South Asian origin, particularly in relation to those 
needing critical care or dying following a positive test. 
 
The PHS report from 2nd Dec shows that South Asian ethnic groups (Pakistani, 
Indian and Bangladeshi) accounted for nearly 2% of patients (among those that 
tested positive for COVID-19), similar to the proportion of the population recorded at 
the last census. It also notes that among South Asians, the increased risk of 
hospitalisation or death was particularly evident among the Pakistani group, based 
on 94 cases. 
 
The report also shows that when the analysis is restricted to COVID-19 patients with 
the most severe outcomes, i.e. admission to a critical care unit (ICU or HDU) or 
death, the increased rate of severe disease among the South Asian ethnic group 
was seen most markedly within the Pakistani ethnic group. 
 
The latest report is available here: https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-
data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/2-december-2020/ 
 
Detailed tables showing a breakdown of all ethnic minority groups accompany the 
report, and are available from the PHS website 
here:https://beta.isdscotland.org/media/6736/ethnicity-tables.xlsx 
 
National Records of Scotland (NRS) also published a report on 8th July which 
showed that there were 23 deaths amongst the “Pakistani, Pakistani Scottish or 

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/2-december-2020/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/2-december-2020/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/media/6736/ethnicity-tables.xlsx
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Pakistani British” ethnicity category where Covid-19 was written on the death 
certificate, either as a suspected or probable contributing factor in the death. The 
report is available here: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/ethnicity-deceased-covid-19-
june20.pdf 
 
Subsequent analysis published by NRS in November reiterated the elevated risk to 
people in the South Asian group from COVID-19, and this is available on the NRS 
‘ethnicity of the deceased person’ webpage here: 
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-
events/deaths/deaths-background-information/ethnicity-of-the-deceased-person 
 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many hospital patients have been discharged to hospices (a) untested and (b) after 
testing positive for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-33926  
 
Mairi Gougeon: This specific information requested is not held centrally. 
 
 
 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the commitment by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport on 7 August 
2020 that over 55s would receive an NHS winter flu vaccination by now, for what 
reason this has reportedly not happened, and when they will receive one. 
 

S5W-34024  
 
Mairi Gougeon: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government for what reason appointments for a second dose of the Pfizer COVID-
19 vaccine are reportedly 28 days after the first rather than 21; whether this decision 
was made by ministers, and what impact this might have on the effectiveness of the 
vaccine. 
 

S5W-34042  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Johann Lamont (Glasgow) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its position is on the role that (a) care and (b) support staff working in the third 
sector have played in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and whether they will be 
awarded the £500 "thank you" bonus in the same way as their counterparts in the 
statutory sector. 
 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/ethnicity-deceased-covid-19-june20.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/ethnicity-deceased-covid-19-june20.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information/ethnicity-of-the-deceased-person
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/deaths/deaths-background-information/ethnicity-of-the-deceased-person
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S5W-34044  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alexander Stewart (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what guidance and advice is available for 
GP practices to enable them to offer face-to-face appointments in a safe way during 
the current COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

S5W-34047  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 
Alasdair Allan (Na h-Eileanan an Iar) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure that residents of Uist and Barra have 
access to vaccinations for COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34052  
 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
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Written questions lodged on 11 January 2021 

S5W-34412 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government when it will publish data 
for November and December 2020 Self-Isolation Support Grant applications and 
claims. 
S5W-34413 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32250 by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 21 October 2020, how many 
people it estimates are eligible to receive the Self-Isolation Support Grant should 
they need to self-isolate. 
S5W-34414 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to 
question S5W-32250 by Shirley-Anne Somerville on 21 October 2020, whether it will 
publish the modelling used to calculate the figure of upwards of £11 million for the 
remainder of this financial year. 
S5W-34415 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish 
the number of grants applied for and claimed broken down by local authority for 
future publications of Self-Isolation Support Grant data. 
S5W-34417 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to provide 
alternative methods of protection from COVID-19, other than a needle vaccination, 
for individuals with severe and complex learning disabilities who are unable to 
receive injections.  
S5W-34423 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether members of 
the public will be able to pay for a COVID-19 vaccine to be administered in a 
pharmacy similar to the way in which a member of the public may pay for a flu 
vaccine to be administered in a pharmacy. 
S5W-34425 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether the 
advice for key workers who are on the shielding list, and who have received their first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, is that they are safe to continue to work. 
S5W-34426 Miles Briggs: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the latest 
COVID-19 restrictions, what new support it plans to provide to betting shops and the 
betting sector. 
S5W-34430 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
consider allowing children's shoe shops to open during the latest lockdown, in light of 
the importance of correctly fitted shoes for growing feet. 
S5W-34438 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
and support it is providing to people with sight loss to help them to observe COVID-
19 social distancing measures. 
S5W-34439 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government whether different 
training will be required for staff to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech and the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccines. R 
S5W-34440 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what training is 
required for current medical staff to administer the COVID-19 vaccines. 
S5W-34441 Donald Cameron: To ask the Scottish Government what training is 
required for retired medical staff to administer the COVID-19 vaccines, and what 
other requirements need to be met in order for them to volunteer. 
S5W-34442 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
recompense chronic pain patients who are reportedly having to pay for private pain 
relief in England because some clinics have doubled their waiting times for lidocaine 
infusions to 12 weeks since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, by 
what date it will do so. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34412
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34413
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34414
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34415
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34417
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34423
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34425
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34426
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34430
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34438
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34439
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34440
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34441
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34442
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S5W-34443 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
recompense chronic pain patients who are reportedly having to pay for private pain 
relief in England because some clinics have been closed since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, by what date it will do so. 
S5W-34444 James Kelly: To ask the Scottish Government when all care homes will 
have access to COVID-19 visitor testing. 
S5W-34445 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government how many international 
travellers have been tested for COVID-19 on arrival at airports in each month since 
March 2020, also broken down by how many tests were (a) positive, (b) negative 
and (c) inconclusive. 
S5W-34446 Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government what representations it 
has received regarding continuing business rates relief for the retail, hospitality and 
leisure sectors in full or in part in 2021-22. 
S5W-34450 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how many COVID-
19 vaccinators will be required to meet the timetable for the programme, and what 
contingency plans are in place to respond to sickness, leave and other absences. 
S5W-34451 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether (a) 
everyone over 50 and (b) all younger people with underlying health conditions will 
receive their COVID-19 vaccine by May 2021. 
S5W-34457 Rachael Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will list 
the sites that (a) it and (b) the Ministry of Defence has identified for administering 
COVID-19 vaccinations. 
S5W-34461 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether parking 
charges will be suspended for NHS hospital car parks during the current lockdown, 
as they were during the first lockdown. 
S5W-34462 Beatrice Wishart: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
has been given to extending the use of concessionary ferry travel vouchers that are 
due to expire on 31 March 2021, in light of the restrictions on travel due to COVID-
19. 
S5W-34464 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government how qualified 
healthcare workers can enrol as vaccinators in the COVID-19 vaccination 
programme, and how it is signposting them to this process. 
S5W-34467 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how many businesses 
have closed due to delays in receiving funding from it in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-34468 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what additional 
support it plans to provide to businesses that have not received funding from it in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34469 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what recent 
discussions it has had with Dumfries and Galloway Council regarding the date for the 
roll-out of the Dumfries and Galloway Virtual School. 
S5W-34470 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what assurances it 
has sought from local authorities regarding their home learning provision in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
S5W-34471 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what role its agencies 
play in monitoring the quality of home learning provision in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
S5W-34474 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how its proposed 
short-term let regulations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic will impact on bed 
and breakfast businesses, and what consultation there has been with the sector. 
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S5W-34477 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
carried out of (a) access to and (b) the take-up of online learning for school pupils. 
S5W-34478 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government how many school 
pupils do not have access to online learning, and for what reasons. 
S5W-34479 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what it is doing to ensure 
that all school pupils have access to online learning. 
S5W-34480 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
provide rates relief to external catering companies that are unable to operate due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34481 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
allow primary school-aged children of single-parent families to access key worker 
childcare and learning at school under the latest COVID-19 restrictions. 
S5W-34488 Liam Kerr: To ask the Scottish Government what additional support it is 
providing to households that are undertaking home learning during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
S5W-34502 Elaine Smith: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of clinicians 
recommending that treatment renewal should take place within six weeks, what its 
response is to reports that some clinics have doubled their waiting times for lidocaine 
infusions to 12 weeks since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Searching for questions and motions 

While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 

answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 

which are published here. 

All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 

asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 

through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
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