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EDINBURGH BAKERS' WIDOWS' FUND BILL COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

2nd Meeting, 2017 (Session 5) 
 

Wednesday 14 June 2017 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the Sir Alexander Fleming Room (CR3). 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take item 3 in private and whether to consider issues for its Preliminary Stage 
report in private at its next and future meetings. 

 
2. Edinburgh Bakers' Widows' Fund Bill: The Committee will take evidence on 

the Bill at Preliminary Stage from—  
 

 Lady Elizabeth Drummond Young, Trustee of the Widows' Scheme of the 
Incorporation of Bakers of the City of Edinburgh, Member of the 
Incorporation of Bakers of the City of Edinburgh, and Trustee of the 
Incorporation of Bakers of Edinburgh Charitable Trust 

 
               Flora Asplin, solicitor, and agent for the Trust/Incorporation and Charity 

 
3. Edinburgh Bakers' Widows' Fund Bill: The Committee will consider the 

evidence taken and next steps in its scrutiny of the Bill at Preliminary Stage. 
 
 

Mary Dinsdale 
Clerk to the Edinburgh Bakers' Widows' Fund Bill Committee 

Room T2.60  
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5321 

Email: private.bills@parliament.scot 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
  

Paper 1 - Note by Clerk and Written Submission 
 

EBW/S5/17/2/1 

Paper 2 - SPICe Briefing (private) 
 

EBW/S5/17/2/2 
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Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ Fund Bill Committee 

2nd Meeting, 14 June 2017 (Session 5) 

Evidence from the promoters of the Bill 

Note by the Clerk 

 

Purpose 
 

1. This paper provides some background information in advance of the Committee’s 
evidence session with the promoters of the Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ Fund Bill on 
14 June 2017. 
 
The Bill 
 

2. The Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ Fund Bill was introduced in the Scottish Parliament 
on 20 March 2017. It is a Private Bill being promoted through the Parliament by the 
Trustees of the Widows’ Scheme of the Incorporation of the Bakers of the City of 
Edinburgh (“the promoter”) under the procedures set out in Chapter 9A of the 
Parliament’s Standing Orders and the Guidance on Private Bills. 
 

3. The overall objective of the Bill is to transfer the property and assets etc. of the 
Widow’s Fund (which was established under an 1813 Act of Parliament) to a modern 
non-statutory charitable trust so that the fund assets can be used for charitable 
purposes which will tie in with the laws and regulations of the Incorporation of 
Bakers.  The Bill will also allow the Trustees to deal with the interests of the potential 
beneficiaries of the Widows’ Fund, before it is dissolved.   
 
Objections 
 

4. Following the introduction of the Bill, there was a 60 day objection period which 
concluded on 19 May 2017.  No objections have been received. 

 

Committee consideration 
 

5. At its meeting on 10 May 2017, the Committee agreed to take oral evidence from the 
promoters of the Bill at its next meeting.   

 
Written evidence 
 

6. The Committee has received written evidence on the Bill from Professor George 
Gretton, University of Edinburgh Law School. 
 
Next steps 

7. At its next meeting on 28 June 2017, the Committee plans to consider issues for its 
Preliminary Stage report.   

 
 

Clerk 
Edinburgh Bakers’ Widows’ Fund Bill Committee 
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EDINBURGH BAKERS’ WIDOWS’ FUND BILL COMMITTEE 
 

Written submission from Professor George Gretton, University of Edinburgh Law 
School 

I am not sure that the way that the bill is drafted sufficiently protects the position of existing 
or potential beneficiaries.  

 First, current beneficiaries/annuitants 

When the fund is wound up, current annuities could no longer be paid, because the fund for 
paying them would have disappeared. That would not be acceptable. The Promoter’s 
Memorandum says that there are no current annuitants. If so, and if the Parliament is 
satisfied on the point, then the problem of current annuitants does not arise. But I would 
have expected the bill at least to narrate that the Trustees have certified that there are no 
current annuitants. 

 Secondly, potential future annuitants 

Under s 1, the trustees “may” (not “must”) make them an offer. If no offer is made, the 
potential future annuitants seem to lose everything, because of the dissolution of the fund (s 
3). Equally, if an offer is made under s 1, but of a low sum, the potential future annuitant has 
little choice but to accept, because rejection would mean that all rights would be lost through 
the disappearance of the fund.  

 The Promoter’s Memorandum says that there are only two potential future annuitants; it may 
be that there has already been some sort of an agreement with them, including agreement 
as to the sum to be offered. But that does not appear in the bill. Thus the bill as it stands 
does not seem to offer potential future annuitants an acceptable degree of protection. 

 These comments concern only the drafting of the bill. The overall idea of winding up the 
fund is one about which I offer no view. 
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