
 

 

POW OF INCHAFFRAY DRAINAGE COMMISSION (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
OBJECTION 2 – RUSSELL AND SUSAN BIJUM 

Firstly, we would like to state that we object wholeheartedly to the entire Bill that is 
being proposed please. The crux and the facts of the matter seems to be that, when 
people purchased their properties in Manor Kingdom, it is in their deeds that they 
must contribute a monthly amount to help with the up keep of the pow. This is 
because the estate is built on a flood risk area and is situated downhill and near the 
pow, some houses are literally bordering the water way.  

The outcome of the meeting that was held in Findo Gask village hall some time ago, 
was that some home owners have been paying and some have not. This appears on 
the surface to be completely unfair – and rightly so – that some have been paying 
and others have not. My understanding is that some people’s solicitors ‘did not 
inform them’ that they had to pay this, and thus have now became disgruntled, 
immature and have refused to pay out, as a ‘matter of principle’. Again, this is unfair 
on those that have paid substantially over the last few years. Now, the gripe that we 
and our neighbours have is that we do not and have never had this monetary 
contribution in our deeds, we are not liable because of this and we are situated a lot 
further away from the pow, approximately 120 metres and considerably ‘uphill’ so 
there is literally no element of flood risk. 

This Bill is to involve our properties along with Manor Kingdom to spread the cost so 
the farmers don’t have to keep footing the Bill. We do not believe this to be fair and 
just, as we are not legally required due to our deeds not requiring it, and we are a 
very, very long way from the water. It is my firm belief that this issue would not have 
arisen if Manor Kingdom residents had paid what they should be paying. Blaming 
incompetent solicitors is not a reasonable excuse in our opinion, and if they had 
been paying their due, the farmers would not be out of pocket and feel the need to 
bring this to parliament. The age of the Bill and it needing updating is by the by to be 
honest, Manor kingdom residents should accept their terms and conditions and pay 
what is due. They need to take responsibility. 

Additionally, the proposal is to look at the size of the plot a house is sat on to 
calculate their contribution if this gets through. We live in a small bungalow on a 
small household income, however, the garden is quite large, potentially larger than 
some of the huge detached houses in Manor Kingdom. This means, on an already 
tight budget we would have to find a larger sum of money than some residents who 
are closer to the pow, have a house two/three times larger than ours but they could 
actually pay the same or less than we do.  

If we believed it to be a fair and proper process and that we would be impacted by 
the pow etc. we would put our hand up to help with the costs if reasonable, but it is 
wholly unfair in our opinion. 

Manor Kingdom need to take a responsible and adult approach and ‘hold their hands 
up’ and not punish the rest of us.  

We understand the commissions’ perspective and situation, but I submit that the Bill 
should be altered to not include ourselves and the row of bungalows we live in, uphill 
from the pow, and to focus on the Manor Kingdom estate exclusively. 
 

 


