
 

 
 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage, Battleby House, Redgorton, Perth, PH1 3EW 
Tel 01738 444177 - www.snh.gov.uk  

A 

 
Mr Alastair McKie 
Anderson Strathern LLP 
1 Rutland Court 
Edinburgh 
EH3 8EY 
 
Date: 16 October 2017 
Our ref: COR147834 
Your ref: AJMC/POW0039.0001 
 
Dear Mr McKie 
 
Thank you for your letter of 3 October 2017 seeking clarification of our position regarding the 
potential to use the Pow to trial beaver mitigation measures and the subsequent costing of 
beaver proof gates.   
 
To recap, earlier this year SNH was advised by SG officials, as we subsequently advised the 
Pow Commissioners, that there may be the potential for Scottish Government to offer some 
small amount of money to trial novel techniques to mitigate impacts from the actions of 
beavers.  Such techniques might include exclusion fencing.  The total sum for all trial work 
indicated to SNH was in the order of £10k.   
 
The premise was to learn from practical and straightforward measures which could be taken 
by land managers to exclude beavers from specific areas as a mitigation option.  We intended 
that the experience gained could be monitored and if suitable and effective, become a best 
practice example and transferable to similar circumstances.  Initially the thought was that a 
trial might include for some temporary arrangement of fencing and water-gate to try and 
prevent access to the Pow by animals from the Earn with subsequent monitoring.     
 
With the cost information from the Commissioners now to hand we have reached the view that 
it does not lend itself to a trial beaver mitigation project and have advised Scottish 
Government accordingly.  Our reasons are based on cost and complexity.  As well as the 
much larger than anticipated cost, it may also necessitate negotiating landowner agreements 
and require a CAR licence.  There is also some dispute over ongoing maintenance obligations 
and liabilities.   
 
A crossed wire in communication meant any representative from SEPA missed the site visit in 
June, but their local officer has since expressed to us concern at the size and nature of the 
gate and the potential obstruction to flow that it might present indicating that Perth and 
Kinross Council flood team may have an interest.  SEPA is not clear how the licence already 
held (which is for sediment management) relates here as the two are very different activities 
and considers the design proposed would likely fall in to the CAR Simple Licence category for 
an “in-stream structure” (fee of £612 each currently).  In the absence of finer details, it was 
indicated that SEPA would be unlikely to issue a licence for such heavily engineered 
structures as being far more than would be expected or necessary.   
 
A trial to test the principle may still be possible if complexities and cost can be ironed out but it 
would need to be scaled back substantially in order for us to proceed.   
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With or without the trialling of this mitigation, the Pow Commissioners are empowered to 
manage the impacts of beavers on their farming operations in any way they wish in line with 
animal welfare considerations.  This would include for regular dam removal to prevent an 
impediment to land drainage.  In the event of beaver being accorded European Protected 
Species status, the licensing regime to be put in place at the same time as the legal protection 
is expected to facilitate streamlined mitigation management to allow farmers the continued 
lawful management of wildlife in the farmed landscape.   
 
Ultimately as legal protection for the beaver in Scotland is put in place, our approach to 
licensed management of beaver is that it should be in line with how SNH approaches the 
licensed control of other, longer established species.  That is to say, land managers’ have the 
responsibility to manage wildlife and this is a fundamental principle of the SNH Wildlife 
Management Principles (see http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1242840.pdf).  It is, for example 
the tenet behind SG’s approach to deer management.   
 
We have established a Scottish Beaver Forum, to which NFU(S), Scottish Land & Estates and 
Tay District Salmon Fisheries Board among others are invited. This forum provides a useful 
platform to discuss some of the issues which concern your clients. I would encourage them 
therefore to use these members of the group to channel issues they would like raised. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Via E-mail 
 
John Burrow 
Operations Officer 
Tayside and Grampian Area. 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1242840.pdf

