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Dear Graham 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 10 May in which you seek the Local Government and 
Communities (LGC) Committee’s views on matters which have arisen during the 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform (DPLR) Committee’s consideration of the 
Prescription (Scotland) Bill.  
 
As I understand it from your letter and the attached information, concern has been 
expressed about the proposal in the Bill to maintain the 20 year exemption during 
which council tax debt can be recovered. In addition concerns have been raised 
about differences between England and Wales; and Scotland in aspects of the 
recovery of council tax and non-domestic rates.  
 
Whilst I am sure each member of the LGC Committee will have their views on the 
implications and significance of this issue, as you will be aware the LGC Committee 
has not undertaken any work nor sought any views on the extent to which these 
concerns are shared more widely or on what the implications may be of any 
alternative approaches to that proposed in the Bill. As such I am limited in what I can 
provide by way of a Committee response.  
 
I note your comments in your letter that in relation to Scottish Law Commission Bills 
“there must be a wide degree of consensus amongst stakeholders about the need 
for reform and the approach recommended.” On the basis that the LGC Committee 
has not undertaken any work the DPLR Committee may therefore wish to explore 
further with stakeholders the extent to which these concerns go wider than the 
comments you have received to date.    
 
Kind regards, 

 
Bob Doris MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 
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