
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 


  

 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair 

Work 

Derek Mackay MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

Caroline Anderson 
Ethical Standards Commissioner 
Thistle House 
91 Haymarket Terrace  
Edinburgh 
EH12 5HE 

 

___ 
 
Your ref: «Yourref» 
Our ref: «Ourref» 
June 2019 
 
 
Dear Caroline 
 
Appointments to the Board of the Scottish National Investment Bank (SNIB) 
 
Thank you for your letter of 13 June and confirmation that you are not able to provide 
oversight of an unregulated appointment process for the Chair-designate of the Scottish 
National Investment Bank.   
 
I am very grateful for your constructive suggestion to use a Section 3 (3) Order which would 
allow your oversight of the appointment process in advance of a new body being 
established.  After carefully considering this, we have been advised that a Section 3 (3) 
Order is not possible due to the timing of the Scottish National Investment Bank Bill, as this 
would pre-empt the will of Parliament in advance of the Bill passing Stage 1 of the 
Parliamentary process.  Stage 1 of the Bill is due to pass in September 2019 and we need to 
have a Chair in place by October in order to have the Chair effectively contribute to the 
establishment of the new body.  I have therefore instructed that the process should go ahead 
as an unregulated appointment in the first instance and that appointments will become 
regulated in future through the passage of appropriate legislation.  
 
The Chair post will be publicised in early July, and I hope that the appointment can be made 
in early October.  I am pleased to advise you that I have appointed a highly experienced 
Selection Panel, chaired by Benny Higgins, the First Minister’s Strategic Adviser for the 
Bank, Liz Ditchburn, DG Economy and two independent panel members, Dame Susan Rice 
and Professor Sir Anton Muscatelli.   
 
I would be very pleased to meet with you in September to discuss public appointments as 
you have requested, and my office will be in touch with you separately about this.  At this 
meeting I will be able to provide you with an update on the progress of the SNIB recruitment, 
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and discuss other matters relating to public appointments with you more fully.   In the 
meantime I have asked my officials to keep your team updated on the progress being made 
with the SNIB Chair appointment. 
 
I look forward to meeting with you in September. 
 
«Signature» 
 
 

 DEREK MACKAY 
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