
Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 

Highlands and Islands Enterprise 

Pre-budget scrutiny 2020-21 – Enterprise Agency financial support 

 

HIE is pleased to provide the following additional information on a number of points 
raised during the session on 24 September.  

 

 HIE are offering a Brexit support grant of up to £4,000 – how much uptake has 
there been? 

 
The Brexit support grant is a Scottish Government-funded grant administered 
by Scottish Enterprise on behalf of Enterprise and Skills agency partners.   The 
grant is available to all SME VAT registered companies in Scotland, with 
companies able to apply directly through the Prepare for Brexit website. To 
date, 4 companies in the HIE region (plus one pending) have received a Brexit 
support grant.   
 

 HIE offered to relate the £7.7 million figure [for write-offs] to the total amount 
expended in the period to offer clarity on what this figure looks like as a 
percentage 

 
For the period March 2007 to August 2019, HIE paid out a total sum of £285.9m 
in grants, loan and equity to support 5,763 projects across the Highlands and 
Islands.   HIE subsequently wrote off a total of £7.7m relating to funding that 
had been paid out in support of 16 projects during this period.  This represents 
2.7% of funding paid out by HIE, and 0.3% of projects supported. 
 

 In relation to financial risks set out in your annual report, Sandra said that staff 
costs and the cost of external expert support is factored into considerations and 
offered to provide figures for this. 

 
For 2019-20: 

- Cairngorm - HIE has assessed the cost of staffing and external support as 
£1,629,000 for Cairngorm 

- Centre for Health Science - HIE has paid professional fees of £32,300 to 
property consultants for the sale of the Centre for Health Science  

- Space Hub Sutherland – HIE spend to date is £610k, with a forecast of 
£1,513,000 for the remainder of the year giving a full year forecast of 
£2,123,000 

- VAT – HIE estimated costs of VAT advice and staff costs is c£250k for 2019-20 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12281

