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7 October 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Gordon  
 
Please find the information below as requested last week.  
 
 
To provide an update on how much the Scottish Government has spent preparing 
businesses for Brexit. 
 

 We have spent/committed  £2.2m to preparing business for Brexit through the 
Prepare for Brexit campaign over the period 18/19 and 19/20. In addition £1.5m has 
been allocated for the Brexit Support Grant.  

 This figure does not capture the cost associated with the work of our staff to support 
companies with Brexit challenges through our normal BAU activities.  

 This figure does not capture cross cutting work to ensure markets function or work on 
devolved regulation and legislation, transport preparedness and the rural economy. 

 
  
How much has been spent by the Scottish Government specifically on preparations 
for leaving the EU without a deal? 

·         From 2017 to end-September 2019, SG have spent or approved £6.6 million on No 
Deal-specific preparations. 

·         This activity has occurred across all DGs and includes a range of activities 
including supporting preparation of legislation, supporting UK Government guarantees 
preparation, and supporting negotiations. 
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How is the contingency fund bid for £52 million broken down by portfolio?  
·         Bids are captured in the table:  

  

Directorate Amount (£m) 

Health and Sport 18.5 

Justice 10.95 

Communities and Local Government 8.0 

Rural Economy and Connectivity 7.0 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 5.1 

Finance, Economy and Fair Work 1.68 

Government Business and Constitutional Relations 0.54 

Transport and Infrastructure 0.21 

Corporate Administration 0.11 

TOTAL 52.09 

  
The Chief Economist offered to provide the Committee with analysis of the sectors 
most likely to be affected by a no-deal. 

·         Analysis of no deal and at risk sectors are outlined in the report below – specifically 
p28 onwards. https://www.gov.scot/publications/deal-brexit-economic-implications-
scotland/ 

 The most recent assessment of economic performance in Scotland by the Chief 
Economist also captures the impact of Brexit through 2019, including updated 
estimates on the cost to business investment.  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/state-economy-september-2019/  
 
I trust this is helpful.  
 

                                                                       
 

DEREK MACKAY 
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