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20 February 2020 

Dear Claire 

Energy inquiry 

Thank you for your evidence to the Committee on 4 February. There were a 
number of questions that members did not have time to ask and I wonder if 
you might be able to consider these? 

        What are the impacts of community and locally owned energy on local 
economies and societies? How does small-scale generation fit within the 
larger generation and transmission picture? What are the key 
advantages/disadvantages of small-scale generation?  

        What are the key issues impacting the viability of community and locally 
owned schemes, other than financial support?  

        Given that current targets are unlikely to be met, should they be revised? 

        How should innovation in the community and locally owned sector be 
fostered and supported? Is community capacity adequately supported to 
allow for new schemes to come forward? 

        Is it clear what the Scottish Government’s relative priorities are in relation 
to community and/or locally owned energy? Does it favour one over the 
other?  

        Which area provides more positive impacts on the local community and 
economy? 

        What role could storage and battery technology play in the viability of 
community and local energy projects? Does it receive support from 



CARES or other schemes? How is battery storage currently viewed by 
DNOs? 

        Whether witnesses agree with SPEN that there is a need for “anticipatory 
investment” in distribution networks? Should changes be made to the 
regulatory framework now, or is it sufficient to wait until 2023? 

Please do not feel obliged to answer every question or the need to go into 
extensive detail. However, if any of the above cover matters you might wish to 
address and perhaps did not have the opportunity when at the meeting or in 
your written submission, that further input would be very welcome.  

Kind regards 

 

Gordon Lindhurst MSP 

Convener 


