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28 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Convener, 
 
FINANCIAL STATUS OF REGISTERS OF SCOTLAND 
 
Thank you for your letter of 10 July about the financial status of Registers of Scotland.   
 
You ask about the annual negotiations between Registers of Scotland and Scottish 
Government on finances, and what my expectations are regarding the process, parameters, 
timings and impact on forward planning and decision making (medium and long-term) of 
those annual negotiations. As you are aware, the change of classification of Registers of 
Scotland within the National Statistics, from a public corporation to a central government 
organisation, meant that there was a discrepancy between the financial arrangements set 
out in the Public Finance and Accountability (2000) Act and the HM Treasury budgeting 
rules. We therefore proposed an amendment to the 2000 Act through a Public Sector 
Reform Section 17 Order, which was approved by the Scottish Parliament in mid-March. The 
effect of this amendment was to bring Registers of Scotland within the general Scottish 
Budget arrangements.     
 
Registers of Scotland is now included in the annual budgeting cycle. In late summer, each 
area of the administration is invited to present its anticipated budget requirements for the 
following year (or multiple years if a multi-year budget is being prepared). These proposals 
are discussed and agreed with Ministers, and collated to form the detailed budget put 
forward by Scottish Ministers, usually in the autumn. This is then scrutinised by Parliament, 
before being amended and / or approved.    
 
Registers of Scotland has always discussed with me (and my predecessors) their forward-
looking multi-year corporate plan, including levels of fees, projected income and 
expenditure. The incorporation in the Scottish Budget process simply brings this discussion 
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forward to an earlier point in the year. I would reiterate the point I made to Parliament when 
proposing the Public Sector Reform Section 17 Order, that the change need ‘have no impact 
on the day to day activities of the Registers of Scotland or its delivery of services to the 
public. It simply brings Registers of Scotland in line with the internal accounting and 
budgeting of the rest of the Scottish Administration.’ In other words, I expect Registers of 
Scotland to continue to propose levels of fees and expenditure each year, that facilitate the 
efficient and effective delivery of its services for the citizens of Scotland on a sustainable 
basis.   
 

Best regards 

 
Ben Macpherson MSP 

Minister for Public Finance and Migration 
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