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Dear Michelle, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 8 July to the Rt Hon Alok Sharma MP, enclosing the 
findings of the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee’s 
recent inquiry regarding Scotland’s energy policy. I am responding as this matter 
falls within my Ministerial portfolio. 
 
I am grateful to you for sharing the inquiry’s findings, and I was interested to read the 
recommendations. 
 
I noted the points in relation to Electric Vehicles (EVs). The UK Government is 
helping to facilitate the nation-wide transition away from internal combustion engine 
vehicles to electric. EV charging will significantly increase demand on our electricity 
system – requiring more generation capacity to meet both overall and peak demand, 
and network infrastructure to deliver power to where it is needed.  
 
We are engaging with stakeholders, including network companies such as SP 
Energy Networks and Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks, to ensure that 
increasing demand due to EVs can be accommodated whilst minimising the impact 
on businesses, workers and consumers across the UK. UK Government officials are 
also engaging with officials in the Scottish Government on questions of equity and 
impacts on bill payers to ensure a joined-up approach. 
 
In 2018, the Government established the Electric Vehicle Energy Taskforce1. The 
Taskforce has now reported and published 21 proposals for Government, industry 
and Ofgem on how we can ensure the energy system is ready for the mass uptake 
of EVs. 
 
In relation to security of supply, the UK Government work closely with National Grid 
ESO and Ofgem to monitor our position and ensure there is always adequate 
capacity available. The purpose of the Capacity Market is to ensure security of 
electricity supply by providing all forms of capacity the right incentives to be on the 
system and to deliver electricity when needed. It secures capacity required to meet 
peak demand in a range of scenarios through auctions held four and one year ahead 
of delivery.   
 

 
1 www.evenergytaskforce.com/  
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The Capacity Market is technology neutral. Existing generators compete against a 
range of other technologies to obtain agreements under which they commit to 
making their capacity available when needed, in return for guaranteed payments.   
 
The gas supply margin is expected to be sufficient in all of our security of supply 
scenarios. Great Britain benefits from highly diverse and flexible sources of gas 
supply, which includes indigenous production, six international gas pipelines with 
Norway, Belgium and the Netherlands and three Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 
terminals.    
 
We have stress tested our resilience over the next twenty years, even as North Sea 
output declines and our reliance on imported gas increases and are confident that 
we will retain our current high levels of security now and in the future.  Britain is well 
placed to take advantage of a growing global market in LNG with three large-
scale LNG regasification and import terminals.    
 
Thank you again for taking the time to write, I hope you find this response useful. 
 

Yours ever, 

 
RT HON KWASI KWARTENG MP 

Minister of State for Business, Energy and Clean Growth 
 


