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 9 November 2020 
 
Dear Gordon, 
 
STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS USING CLAUSE 1 AND 2 OF THE TRADE BILL  
EU EXIT LEGISLATION – PROTOCOL WITH SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 
 
I am writing in relation to the protocol on obtaining the approval of the Scottish Parliament, to 
UK Ministers using powers (under the UK Trade Bill 2019-20 once it receives Royal Assent) 
to make provisions within the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament. 
 
I attach a notification, which sets out the details of two statutory instruments that the UK 
Government proposes to make and the reasons why I am content that Scottish devolved 
matters are included in it.  Please note that we have yet to have sight of the instruments and 
these are not available in the public domain at this stage.  We understand that the UK 
Government intends to lay these instruments using the negative and affirmative procedures 
just after the Trade Bill receives Royal Assent.  It is currently expected that the instruments 
could be laid in mid to late December but it remains unclear when the Trade Bill will receive 
Royal Assent and when the powers in it will become available.  So the laying date may 
change but I understand it is unlikely to be any earlier than mid-December.  An update will 
be provided, if needed, and once the timetable becomes clearer.  We will also, in 
accordance with the protocol, advise you when the final instruments are laid and about 
whether these are in keeping with the terms of this notification.   
 
I am copying this letter to the Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you within 28 days from the date of this letter. 

 

 
KATE FORBES 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

