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Dear Mr Kwarteng, 
 
BiFab, the offshore wind sector and the Scottish supply chain 
 
Thank you for attending the meeting of the Economy, Energy and Fair Work 
Committee on Monday and providing evidence on BiFab, the offshore wind sector 
and the supply chain.  I am writing to follow up on a number of points which were 
covered in the meeting.  The official report of the meeting can be accessed at this 
link. 

In response to questions from Gordon MacDonald, you offered to provide the 
Committee with information on how much Scottish content has been used in the last 
three rounds of Contracts for Difference (column 7 of the official report).  In addition, 
it would be helpful to know what percentage of UK content came from Scotland in 
each round. 

In response to questions from Graham Simpson, you offered to provide further 
details on the UK Government and Scottish Government joint committee established 
to consider the BiFab situation (columns 12-13 of the official report). Whilst Sarah 
Redwood provided some information at the meeting, I would be grateful if you could 
provide details of when it is due to meet and who sits on the committee. 

In the meeting, you referred to the sector deal target of 60 per cent UK content in the 
offshore wind supply chain. The Committee would ask you to set out how this can be 
achieved within state aid constraints.  The Committee would also ask you to 
comment on what capacity exists in the Scottish supply chain to contribute towards 
achieving this target. 

Finally, it would be helpful if you could set out the UK Government’s understanding 
of any state aid constraints under World Trade Organisation rules.  For example, 
would the UK and Scottish Governments be able to require developers to award 
work to Scottish suppliers or otherwise require them to adhere to UK and Scottish 
standards in relation to e.g. fair work under these rules?  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13034&mode=pdf


I would be grateful to receive a response by 5 January to enable the Committee to 
factor it into its draft report. 

 
Kind regards, 

  

Gordon Lindhurst MSP,   

Convener  

 
 
   
 

 

 

 


