
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reply to:   Edinburgh Office  
Department:  Senior Management   
Contact:  Jennifer Henderson  
Telephone:  0131 357 8199 
Email: Jennifer.henderson@ros.gov.uk  
Date:   09 June 2020

 
Dear Ms Ballantyne 
 
REGISTERS OF SCOTLAND – CHANGE IN FEES  
 
Further to Janet Egdell’s letter on the 22nd May 2020, I wanted to give you a further 
update on the actions that Registers of Scotland are taking to improve our financial position 
given our projections for income and expenditure for 2020-21 and 2021-22.  
 
Janet’s letter described the various actions we have taken to reduce our expenditure, I am 
writing to give you advance notice of a change which Registers of Scotland intends to 
make to increase our income via changing our fees. We plan to make a public 
announcement to our customers on 11th June 2020. We would appreciate if you could 
consider this information under embargo until that point. 
 
The Registers of Scotland (Fees) Order 2014 sets out the charges for our products and 
services. As of 5th October 2020 RoS will increase the fees charged in parts 1 – 4 of 
the Order by £10. This includes charges in relation to the following registers. 
 

• The Land Register  
• The Register of Sasines  
• The Chancery and Judicial Registers  

 
Parts 5 – 7 of the Order will remain unchanged in October. This includes:  
 

• The Crofting Register 
• The Register of Community Interests in Land 
• Searching and copy services 
• Rejection fees 

 
To make this change I intend to use the provisions set out at section 4 of the Order 
which authorises the Keeper to vary fees by up to £10 for a maximum period of two 
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years. This small increase will support RoS’ financial position and reduce the potential 
demands on the Scottish Government budget overall. 
 
We have not changed our statutory fees since 2011 and, even with this small increase, 
the fees continue to remain low in relation to the overall costs of transacting on a 
property.   In due course I hope this action will be superseded by a full fee review 
including 12 weeks public consultation and affirmative procedure in the Scottish 
Parliament.  The potential for undertaking a fee review was highlighted in our 2020-
2025 Corporate plan although the decision to implement a full fee review is a decision 
for Scottish Ministers.  However, at the current time, I felt it would be expedient to use 
the small powers already within my remit rather than place additional demands upon 
our customers and the Parliament during the ongoing public health emergency.  
 
I look forward to answering any questions you may have on this topic and others when 
we appear before the Committee on 16th June.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
JENNIFER HENDERSON 
Keeper of the Registers of Scotland  
 


