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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 

COVID-19 – impact on Scotland’s businesses, workers and economy 

SUBMISSION FROM              Federation of Master Builders 

I am getting in touch regarding the package of business support measures put in place by 
the Scottish Government to help sustain businesses impacted by Covid-19. 
 
On behalf of our members, the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) welcomes the support 
provided by both the UK and Scottish Governments. Our members are SME building 
companies, operating in communities across Scotland who employ and train apprentices. 
As such, collectively they make a significant contribution to Scotland’s economy. Most of 
the work undertaken by our members, concerns the repair, maintenance and improvement 
(RMI) of existing buildings. As such, their skills and versatility will continue to be needed to 
make our homes and buildings warmer, greener and more efficient. This is critical, given 
Scotland’s ambitions to transition towards net-zero emissions. 
 
As all but essential construction projects continue to be banned in Scotland, our members 
and other SME construction firms have been unable to undertake any work since the 
lockdown began on 23rd March. Our members know that we continue to be in the midst of a 
public health crisis. As professional firms, with local reputations to uphold, they have 
accepted the need to cease works to help combat the spread of the Coronavirus. However, 
as each week passes by without undertaking works, cashflow pressures increase as 
builders business overheads haven’t disappeared. 
 
We were pleased when the Scottish Government launched the Pivotal Enterprise 
Resilience Fund. Especially as the fund is a mechanism to deliver cash grants instead of 
loans. Whilst we were concerned with feedback from members that the application process 
was too onerous and time consuming, that this fund has now closed (as of 18th May) is 
much more concerning. 
 
I would to like raise with the committee that the FMB would like a new grants scheme to be 
established that supports small and micro sized businesses with cash grants. I would also 
like the Scottish Government to balance the need for acceptable Governance criteria for the 
fund with a simple application process. This is especially the case for small owner managed 
construction businesses who need the funds. Many have struggled to provide the detailed 
financial information required in the application process for the pivotal enterprise resilience 
fund. 
 
As a suggestion for a model, the NI Micro-business Hardship Fund which helps Northern 
Ireland based micro-businesses is worth examining.   
 
Finally, I fear that for many construction firms, it is in the weeks after they are permitted to 
return to work that they will be at their most vulnerable. I will continue to engage with and 
survey our members and may submit further views. 
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