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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 

TIED PUBS (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM       Scottish Co-operative Party 

 

1. What are your views on the Bill overall? Do you think that legislation in this area 

is necessary? 

The Scottish Co-operative Party supports this bill.  Legislation is needed in this area to 

improve the treatment of tied-pub tenants and importantly give consumers more 

choice. 

 

2. Do you think the Bill achieves its aim of improving the relationship between 

pub-owning businesses and their tenants? 

We believe that the Bill would allow a better relationship to grow between pub-owning 

businesses and their tenants and this could improve the service to consumers. 

 

3. Could the Bill have any impact on investment in the pub sector in Scotland? 

We believe that treating pub tenants fairly has the potential to improve the pub sector in 

Scotland and thereby even lead to increased investment in the sector. 

 

4. Should the Scottish Pubs Code apply to all pub owning businesses and tenants 

in Scotland? 

Yes, the bill should apply to all pub owning businesses and tenants. 

 

5. Do you have any comments on the role of the Adjudicator?  

The role of the adjudicator needs to be seen to be independent.  In effect that means that 

anyone who has worked for PubCo or other industry body within the last few years should 

be excluded from holding the post. 
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6. The Policy Memorandum states that the Bill aims to adapt the 2015 Act to 

Scottish circumstances and to avoid problems experienced in implementing the 

Act in England and Wales. Do you think the Bill meets these aims?  

Yes 

 

7. The Bill proposes that tied tenants have the option to apply to their pub owning 

business for a quote for a ‘Market rent only’ (MRO) contract. Do you agree with 

this proposal and how do you think it would work in practice? 

We agree with the proposal for a Market rent only contract.   

 

8. The Bill proposes that tenants should have the right to stock at least one guest 

beer at any time, irrespective of the terms of their contract. What impact would 

this have? 

We believe that consumer choice is crucial.  We also note that polling suggests that 68% of 

pub-goers say that they would be less likely to go back to a pub if it does not have a range 

of local and independent beers and ciders.  Pub goers should have a full range of drinks to 

choose from and publicans should be able to deliver the products that their customers want. 

 

9. The Bill proposes that the office of Pub Code Adjudicator will be funded through 

a levy on pub-owning companies in scope of the code. The Financial 

Memorandum estimates that annual costs for pub-owning businesses will be 

around £6,000 to £86,700 depending on size. The Committee would welcome 

any views of these estimates (and the assumptions around the volume of work 

for the office of the Pub Code Adjudicator) and the funding model. 

10. Do you have any other comments on the Bill?  

We support the Tied Pubs Bill. The Bill would curb the power of the big multinational 

PubCos by delivering a fairer deal for local pubs and expanding consumer choice for the 

pub-goers. 

There is no statutory regulation of pub-owning businesses in Scotland, unlike in England 

and Wales. That means tied tenants with complaints about the behaviour of their PubCo 

landlords have no recourse to a statutory Code or an independent Adjudicator with statutory 

powers.  

We therefore support Neil Bibby’s proposal for a statutory Code based on principles of: 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Tied%20Pubs%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill62FMS052020.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Tied%20Pubs%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill62FMS052020.pdf
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 fair and lawful dealing 

 tied pubs should be no worse off that free-of-tie pubs  

 a fair share of risk and reward for tied tenants.  

We also believe that to shift power in unfair tied pub agreements from PubCos to publicans, 

tied tenants should have the power to opt for a Market Rent Only lease. That would give 

tenants the power to break restrictive or unfair ties that harm their business.  

I believe that that well-informed and empowered consumers drive up standards, innovation, 

and value for money in our economy.  

The Tied Pubs Bill supports pub-going consumers by making Guest Beer Rights, where tied 

publicans can choose to stock guest beers and ales to meet consumer demand, a 

requirement of a statutory Scottish Pubs Code. That would expand choice for consumers 

while supporting Scotland’s local breweries.   

Help Scotland’s tied pubs recover from the Covid-19 crisis and make sure pub goers have a 

decent choice of locally produced beer in all pubs by backing Neil Bibby’s Tied Pubs Bill. 


