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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 
 
TIED PUBS (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
Dear members of the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee, 
 
Even before the coronavirus crisis erupted pubs in Scotland were in trouble. 
 
Far too many are hobbled by pub companies that make them pay through the nose for their 
beer and restrict the beers they can sell.  
 
The result is high prices and poor choice for consumers, and publicans who can hardly 
make a living.  
 
As a pub goer I am in favour of the Tied Pubs Bill and would like the Scottish Parliament to 
support it. 
 
Research conducted for CAMRA showed that most pubco tenants were unhappy. They 
need help from statutory regulation.  
 
I am a beer blogger and in my city there are over a dozen very small new breweries. It is 
extremely difficult for them to get their beer into pubs because they are too small for the 
pubcos to bother with. Elsewhere in Europe and America it is normal to have locally 
microbrews in bars, but in Glasgow you are more likely to find beer from the other end of 
the country or from a global corporation than a local beer from a small brewery. 
 
I want a decent choice of locally-produced beers to be available to me in all pubs. The Tied 
Pubs Bill would help to improve consumer choice by guaranteeing guest beer rights in tied 
pubs.  
 
I think it is right that tied pub tenants in Scotland have the same rights as those elsewhere 
in the UK, and that there is a Pubs Code and Adjudicator to govern the behaviour of large 
pub companies and ensure licencees are treated fairly.  
 
I don’t understand why tenants running pubs in Scotland don’t have the same legal rights 
as tenants running pubs in England and Wales. I support a Pubs Code and an Adjudicator 
to make sure that tenants in Scotland are getting a fair deal and not being exploited by their 
pub companies. 
 
The Scottish Parliament will be able to look at the effect of the Pubs Code in England and 
Wales and modify the Scottish legislation to take into account what has worked and what 
has failed.  
 
Please support the Tied Pubs Bill and allow it to be fully debated and voted upon by MSPs. 
 
Thank you for taking my views into consideration. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Robbie Pickering 


