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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 

TIED PUBS (SCOTLAND) BILL 

The individuals listed below all sent in identically worded responses with the 

following text. 

My response to the Tied Pubs (Scotland) Bill Call for Views is below. 

 

I support Neil Bibby’s Tied Pubs Bill. The Bill would curb the power of the big multinational 

PubCos by delivering a fairer deal for local pubs and expanding consumer choice for the 

pub-goers. 

 

There is no statutory regulation of pub-owning businesses in Scotland, unlike in England 

and Wales. That means tied tenants with complaints about the behaviour of their PubCo 

landlords have no recourse to a statutory Code or an independent Adjudicator with statutory 

powers.  

 

We therefore support Neil Bibby’s proposal for a statutory Code based on principles of: 

 fair and lawful dealing 

 tied pubs should be no worse off that free-of-tie pubs  

 a fair share of risk and reward for tied tenants.  
 

We also believe that to shift power in unfair tied pub agreements from PubCos to publicans, 

tied tenants should have the power to opt for a Market Rent Only lease. That would give 

tenants the power to break restrictive or unfair ties that harm their business.  

 

I believe that that well-informed and empowered consumers drive up standards, innovation 

and value for money in our economy.  

 

The Tied Pubs Bill supports pub-going consumers by making Guest Beer Rights, where tied 

publicans can chose to stock guest beers and ales to meet consumer demand, a 

requirement of a statutory Scottish Pubs Code. That would expand choice for consumers 

while supporting Scotland’s local breweries.  

 

Help Scotland’s tied pubs recover from the Covid-19 crisis and make sure pub goers have a 

decent choice of locally produced beer in all pubs by backing Neil Bibby’s Tied Pubs Bill. 

 

Sean Gallagher 
Richard McCready 
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