
James Dornan, MSP 
Convener, Education and Skills Committee 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

By email to: es.committee@parliament.scot 

Dear Mr. Dornan 

Date: 

� 

� 
Falkirk Council 

Children's Services 

6 June 2017 

I refer of your letter of 15 May 2017 noting the intent of the Education and Skills 
Committee to undertake an inquiry on school buildings across Scotland, and in 
response to the related questions therein, please find Falkirk Council's response 
below: 

1. Inspection and remedial work of the current estate since January 2016
• To what extent has the school estate been inspected;

A range of structural inspections (visual and intrusive) were undertaken across all 9 
PPP/NPDO schools within the Council's school estate in April 2016. These 
inspections were undertaken by independent structural engineers. The Council's 
remaining school estate had been subject to structural inspections in 2004, with no 
significant structural issues being reported at that time. Further visual inspections by 
a structural engineer were carried out of all 15 new school build and extension 
projects delivered by the Council since 2004, which are all non PPP/NPDO. 

The Council's PPP/NPDO schools have a planned maintenance and lifecycle 
refurbishment works programme and are subject to an annual asset condition survey 
undertaken by a 3

rd party. The Council's non PPP/NPDO schools have individual 
and detailed asset management plans (SAMPs), reviewed annually based on regular 
property inspections, which set out prioritised improvement investment in the schools 
over a 3-5 year period. 

• have faults been identified;
• has remedial work been undertaken and the impact of this?

There were no structural faults identified that required remedial action, with minor 
firestopping works carried out in Falkirk's PPP schools. These were carried out as 
part of routine maintenance checks and inspections undertaken, with no impact on 
the teaching activities within the schools. 
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The Council notes that previous design and build contractual arrangements for 
PPP/NPDO projects had limited contractual provision to allow positive intervention by 
the Clerk of Works or in-house professional teams or independent advisors, and for 
any future such projects, would seek to ensure that such provision is an integral part 
of contract arrangements. 

Yours sincerely 

ROBERT NAYLOR 

Director of Children's Services 




