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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

MUSIC TUITION IN SCHOOLS INQUIRY  

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS TEACHER 1 

The forgotten families and postcode lottery 

Firstly, I would like to thank the committee for looking at this subject.  

I currently work for a Local Authority as a Music Instructor, and have done so for 13 years. 
Two of the areas that I work in are often highlighted in terms of Social Index of Multiple 
Deprivation reports. The pupils I teach in all of these areas are fantastic and work really hard. 
What I have realised over the last few years is that the Scottish Government and Local 
Authorities around Scotland, when it comes to music tuition, put families into one of two 
categories – poor or rich. The families who are “poor” will be eligible to apply for and receive 
the free school meals benefit, which in turn will qualify that family access to free music tuition, 
should they want lessons. Then there are the “rich” - those who earn above the income 
threshold, and so will have to pay for lessons. For some of these families the cost of music 
tuition will be manageable, but for many this isn’t the case. The cost of lessons (which you’ll 
be aware is set at differing amounts by each council) can be quite expensive and some 
families who, by the smallest of amounts) do not qualify for free school meals won’t be able 
to afford lessons. I have had several occasions when families have asked for information 
regarding lessons only to come back and say they cannot afford it, and their child misses out 
on the opportunity. Families from similar backgrounds who live in an area of Scotland where 
music tuition is not charged for have an unfair advantage.  

The local council have always been hugely supportive towards music tuition and we have a 
fantastic music centre set up, where pupils come together from all over the region to make 
music together. The last few years have seen my service being mentioned in the “possible 
cutbacks” list when discussing budgetary savings, and I am thankful to the councillors who 
have voted to retain our service and keep budget cuts to a minimum. I fully understand that 
public sector budgets are reducing and councils are having to make sacrifices. My hope / 
wish is that music tuition be included in the core curriculum as its values and benefits are at 
the heart of the curriculum for excellence. You’ll have seen all the hype and good news stories 
that come out of the El Sistema (Big Noise) areas. Raploch in Stirling, Govanhill in Glasgow, 
Douglas in Dundee and Torry in Aberdeen are all areas of deprivation and this is why these 
areas have this project. Big Noise is given financial backing by both the Scottish Government 
and by the Local Authorities where they are based. Another unfair example of postcode 
lottery. 

The Scottish Government are providing Local Authorities with over £7million for Youth Music 
Initiative activities with the aim of providing “every school pupil in Scotland a year of free 
music tuition by the time they leave primary”. This is the line used by the Scottish Government 
when music tuition cuts are being announced every year by councils. Youth Music Initiative 
is not the same as music tuition and shouldn’t be viewed as a replacement. There is a political 
two-step dance going on. Scottish Government blaming local authorities saying they are 
giving more money in cash terms to local authorities (but are telling them where to spend 
more of this money for example child care and early years provision etc) and local authorities 
blaming Scottish Government for reduced allocations, who is correct? 
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The academic and social skills that learning a musical instrument develops is widely reported. 
It is a crying shame so many children have and will miss out on because of family income 
and the postcode in which they live. I grew up and received lessons in West Lothian Schools 
where, up until last year, music lessons were free. This would never have happened if I grew 
up where I currently live and teach, my parents simply wouldn’t have afforded it. 

I’m not totally ignorant of the fact that all public sector bodies are having to tighten their belts 
and are increasingly having to find ways of working within their ever decreasing budgets (or 
being told where to spend more of their increased budgets, depending on who you believe). 
I know the money needs to be found somewhere to help this situation, but targeting music 
tuition annually, stating that it is not a statutory service that councils need to offer is not 
necessary.  If tuition can’t be offered for free across all of Scotland, which would be fantastic, 
some fairness in costs (not a postcode lottery) and support from Scottish Government (Big 
Noise). Just make it core…. 

Many thanks for your time. 

Yours sincerely and optimistically, 

Anon  

 


