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Introduction 
 
The Scottish Association for Music Education exists to promote learning in and through 
music ie a rounded whole-music education for young people in schools (and beyond) in 
Scotland. The Association has some 1,000 members across the country with colleagues 
working in all branches and at all stages of education viz. nursery, primary, secondary, 
additional support, FE and HE although the majority of members will deal with ages 3 - 18. 
(SAME also has some associate members who show interest in its work for monitoring and 
information purposes in England, Northern Ireland, Ireland, USA, Australia and South 
America).  
 
SAME seeks to encourage music learning as a part of a broad education, focusing on the 
place of the arts in opportunities available to young people whether with the outcome of a 
professional career or as a lifetime of musical involvement. 
 
Music is something which features in everyone's life and is a useful emotional, 
psychological and educational tool. General music learning is part of the curriculum 
structure in Scotland and leads to qualifications at the same levels as all other school 
subjects.  As part of that learning, young people have a great opportunity in Scotland (and 
the UK) to enhance their educational experience and personal development through 
instrumental learning. The current status of that is well rehearsed but the diversity of 
opportunity across the country brings controversy.  
 
SAME strongly supports the provision of instrumental music tuition in Scottish schools, 
recognising that it is an essential part within the qualification structure referred to above. 
 
Generalities 
 
Music instruction/tuition in schools across Scotland has seen many challenges over the last 
few years. In many instances there is evidence of departing instructors (highly skilled 
members of the workforce) not being replaced and those who are left are spread across a 
wider allocation. This in itself does not offer equity and opportunity for our young people. 
We highly value and support our colleagues in HITS and the work they do to ensure 
excellence of provision under ever challenging restraints.  
 
Music tuition in the school system ensures the quality of the provision and its accessibility. 
Even only to consider the well documented mental and physical health benefits of being 
involved in music, it is vital that the service is maintained and supported. Then there are all 
the other well researched benefits.  
Music instruction is not merely about learning how to play an instrument. It is a gateway to a 
large network of social and community interactions that can make the difference between 
one life path or another. In rural communities it gives young people a skill that allows them 
to be involved in activities in and out of school. In cities it gives young people a positive 



outlet for social interaction - in many cases protecting them from the vulnerability of 'nothing 
to do.' For the future of Scotland, it should be possible for more not fewer to be involved in 
music making.  
 
The financial constraints on LAs are understood but there is a need to adopt a long term 
vision.  
Scotland's holistic music education system (instructors and classroom teachers working 
together) is the envy of many countries, particularly those European countries where 
children can only find instruction outwith school. It is essential to work to preserve and even 
improve this to make it the envy of the world.  

It is very important that the social side of life for young people in being part of an ensemble 
is recognised and supported. That cannot, of course, happen in a vacuum of 
learning. Young people who have not been confident in mixing with others find that being 
part of an ensemble gives them the confidence that they need to participate. There are 
many who would not perform as part of an ensemble unless this was being offered by their 
instrumental tutor. Making music together and working in an ensemble gives playing an 
instrument a richer experience than lessons alone. 

One member expresses this view: 
 
"I agree with everything that has been said - the benefits of music making, the scientific 
studies and research, the health and well-being aspect, the lifelong learning aspect, the 
creative and aesthetic strand, the impact cuts have had on orchestras and ensembles 
within LAs and ultimately nationally, the workload of current instructors covering for those 
who have not been replaced/employed. The close relationship between practical music 
making and SQA exams and the pressures put on class teachers when there is no or not 
enough instrumental support......  the list goes on." 
 
In summary, notwithstanding the current climate, instrumental instruction tuition 
 

• is highly valued by music departments, schools and local authorities 

• is integral to the musical development of a young person 

• ensures that there is in place a structure to develop the talents and traits of every 
young person 

• is important to the life and ethos of music departments/schools 

• develops wider opportunities for young people at local and national levels 

• develops wider opportunities in and contributes to the local community 

• ensures that there are musicians and audiences for the future 

• has huge benefits to health, wellbeing and mental health. 
 
In conclusion, SAME supports music instruction in schools, and urges stability in the 
current climate to ensure no further erosion. 

 

 

 


