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  4th December 2018 
Dear Cabinet Secretary 

  
Over the past few days the Committee has received numerous emails from parents 
and staff on the New School in Butterstone, conveying in detail the valuable work of 
the school and the impact of its closure. The number of signatures on the petition 
submitted to you also gives a sense of the level of support that exists for the valuable 
service provided by the school. 

  
I appreciate from your answers in the Chamber last Tuesday that the Scottish 
Government is taking urgent action to seek to ensure that every child and young 
person attending the New School, and those that had planned to take up a 
placement there, are supported on a personal basis. I, on behalf of the Committee, 
very much hope local authorities can ensure as supported a transition as possible to 
new educational placements at what must be a very unsettling time for the children 
and their families. This is of course the priority at this time. However I also wish to 
highlight to you the many issues raised by parents and in particular by staff on the 
circumstances during the period leading up to the closure of the school. The actions 
of Education Scotland, the Care Inspectorate and relevant local authorities have 
been cited in these emails and I understand that there is a clear desire from staff and 
parents for more information on the basis for certain decisions being taken. I 
presume you have received similar representations. I would appreciate assurances 
from you that the Government will be holding discussions with these organisations 
with a view to ensuring that as much information as possible is being provided to the 
staff and families impacted upon by this decision. 

 

 
Yours sincerely 
CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 
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