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13 December 2018 
 
Dear Ms Thomson 
 
The Education (Student Loans (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 

2018 (SSI 2018/307) 

Thank you for your email of 29th November regarding the above SSI. 
 
Firstly, in response to the Committees’ question regarding the timing of the changes to the 
student loan repayment threshold, I can confirm that this is scheduled to be implemented in 
April 2021.  The changes to the student loan repayment threshold require the Scottish 
Government and key stakeholders, including HMRC and the Student Loans Company to 
make a number of substantive IT system changes.  We will also need to make legislative 
changes to both the the Repayment of Student Loans (Scotland) Regulations 2000 and the 
the Education (Student Loans) (Repayment) Regulations 2009 which will be required to be 
laid in the Scottish and UK Parliaments respectively and come into force before the 
implementation date.  The timescales for implementing this change have, therefore, been 
determined to take all the necessary work that is required into account.   
 
However, I think it’s also important to confirm that in the meantime, the repayment threshold 
in Scotland will continue to rise annually in line with inflation from its current rate of £18,330. 
 
In relation to the training grant for Educational Psychologists, trainees must undertake a 3 
year training programme – a 2 Year MSc at a university plus a year’s supervised 
professional practice and learning -  in order to qualify as an Educational Psychologist and 
the grant is designed to cover the full duration of the training period.  The intention is that 
none of the trainees will self-fund and they will not be eligible for a postgraduate tuition fee or 
living-cost loan, as the training grant will cover both the cost of tuition fees and provide living-
cost support of £15,000 per year. 
 
The training grant is intended to provide funding not just for trainees starting in academic 
year 2018-2019 but also future intakes.   
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Finally, it may be helpful if I clarify that the regulations, as amended, only exclude students in 
receipt of the ‘Educational Psychologist Training Grant’ provided for under section 42 of the 
Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Act 2000, from accessing a postgraduate loan. This 
only applies for the 3 year period during which they are in receipt of the grant. 
 
Therefore, should the grant be withdrawn in the future, Educational Psychology students 
would revert back to the previous position of being eligible to access postgraduate loans 
(assuming they met all the other eligibility requirements of the scheme at that time) to 
support them to complete the MSc element of the training programme, without the need for 
the Scottish Government to lay another instrument.    
 
I hope you find this information helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
David Mackay 
Policy Manager 
Student Support and Participation team 


