
 

Bun-sgoil Shlèite Parent Council 

Bun-sgoil Shlèite is Scotland’s only Gaelic medium primary school with an English medium 
department. The Parent Council works in close partnership with the school.  

Pupils from Bun-sgoil Shlèite go on to attend Portree High School (occasionally Plockton 
High School) as their catchment secondary school. Both schools are subject to the current 
Highland Council Curriculum for Excellence guidance which restricts pupils to six subjects at 
Nat 5 level. We write to represent the views of primary parents concerned that this policy will 
have a detrimental impact on our children’s opportunities at high school and beyond, and in 
effect works against the principles of Broad General Education which the CfE was designed 
to support.  

Pupils will all be expected to sit Nat 5 examinations in English and Maths, leaving only four 
additional subject choices though which to cover all the languages, arts, humanities, and 
science subjects. While it is arguably possible to take at Higher a subject not taken at Nat 5 
level, in practice nearly all subjects require a pass at A or B at Nat 5 level in order to gain 
entry to Higher courses. In effect, then, the choices made by young people in Year 4 
determine the subjects they are able to take at Higher, limiting the range of subjects they are 
able to take overall, and restricting their future options prematurely.    

We are concerned about the narrowing of the curriculum for all pupils, and particularly about 
the impact on uptake of subjects which require cumulative study and practice. We would 
argue strongly that pupils should not be forced into choices between disciplinary areas at a 
stage when their future interests and career paths may still be very fluid. Languages and the 
creative arts are especially vulnerable. The significant drop in presentations for modern 
language examinations in recent years cannot be addressed without acknowledging the 
disincentives that curriculum arrangements create for pupils needing to choose exam 
subjects from such a restricted programme. Equally, an emphasis on the importance of STEM 
disciplines can inhibit pupils’ confidence in ‘using up’ their choices on arts subjects.   

We note that a number of local authorities have adopted different strategies and allow pupils 
to take varied numbers of subjects at Nat 5. This creates an inequitable ‘postcode lottery’ 
across the country which inevitably disadvantages pupils from some areas in relation to their 
peers.  

Parents of Gaelic medium pupils have a particular concern that restricting subject choices 
can lead to situations where pupils who have learned through the medium of Gaelic 
throughout their school careers and wish to take it as an exam subject face an even narrower 
set of choices for their remaining subjects in consequence. Alternatively, pupils may not feel 
able to make space for Gaelic as an exam subject and end their formal study of the language, 
limiting their access to Gaelic-related Higher Education courses and careers. This 
undermines the significant commitment to Gaelic made both in national policy and by 
individual families who choose GME for their children, and will have an obvious detrimental 
impact on the future sustainability of Gaelic.  

 

 


