
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

Following the publication of ‘A 2020 Curriculum for the Western Isles’ by Mr Bruce 

Robertson, the Education Skills and Children’s Services Department of Comhairle 

nan Eilean Siar, along with its secondary schools, has widened curriculum pathways 

and subject choice by: 

1. Providing a menu of 6 Foundation Apprenticeships available to all pupils in 

Session 2019 / 2020. Frameworks such as Engineering, Creative Digital 

Media, Business Skills, Food and Drink, Children and Young People and Care 

are all closely aligned with the needs of the local economy. If there is demand, 

the CDM FA and Care will also be delivered through the medium of Gaelic. 

 

2. Ensuring equity in terms of the range of subjects on offer irrespective of the 

size or geographic location of schools. Equity is an aspiration that we are able 

to work towards as a result of increasing the range of subjects delivered 

through remote teaching e.g. Higher RMPS, Modern Studies, Psychology, 

Advanced Highers etc.  

 

We are also helping to provide increased choice and create more flexible 

pathways nationally by providing teaching input , IT back-up or training of staff 

in remote teaching pedagogy for other local authorities (see e-Sgoil delivery 

map). 

 

3. Promoting the concept of parity of esteem for applied learning subjects and 

thereby creating viable and more flexible progression pathways for a greater 

number of pupils. This is closely linked to a comprehensive Personalisation 

and Choice exercise that is conducted annually with pupils in the Senior 

Phase. 

 

4. Utilising available staffing and IT resources fully in order to ensure best value 

and maximising the number of courses that can be offered within existing 

budgets. This is being achieved through harmonisation of timetables and co-

timeous teaching to cohorts of pupils aggregated across schools. 

 

5. Offering a minimum of 6 Gaelic Medium subjects to pupils in the BGE and 

enhancing schools’ resilience in terms of being able to staff Gaelic Medium 

SQA course delivery in the Senior Phase through remote delivery options 

 

6. Enhancing provision of Music tuition for SQA courses through remote 

teaching and linking with external providers such as the Royal Conservatoire 

of Scotland 

 

7. Encouraging the University of the Highlands and Islands and associated 

colleges to provide courses that meet the needs of learners rather than that of 

institutions. 

 


